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Candidate Statement:  
 
I’m running for the Vice Chair position in the Duesseldorf Ruhr Chapter. I’m an Essen resident, and a 
deep south Democrat. 

The presidential election has taught us two things: the importance of voter turnout, and the vastness of 
the remaining divisions in our country. 

I come from a small town in southern Alabama, in the reddest of red counties in the region. In fact the 
only county to recently vote against taking the racist language out of our state’s constitution. Not only is 
the region the most conservative in the country, it is also home to the most poor and unhealthy population 
in the country. I have become angry over the years seeing these people continuously vote against 
themselves. I know firsthand how important it is to push the agenda of greater public investment in issues 
such as healthcare, education, and transportation. These are also issues that not only affect the 
southeast, but truly much of the rural U.S. 

This is why I am engaged in politics, and also why I run for a position in the democratic party. To increase 
voter turnout on the national as well as on state levels: all elections count. But also to create awareness 
and a platform for discussion. United in our diversity, we should provide a way for people to debate, 
change their minds, and grow as the challenges our party faces grow more and more complex. 

My priorities in the pursuit of this position would be as follows: 

• Chapter Development: The current chair has laid incredibly important groundwork in the founding of the 
chapter and now we are able to push for a greater chapter membership. 

• Chapter Activities: In our meetings I have seen a real appetite for knowledge amongst our members, 
something we should try to satisfy. The social component of the party is important, we should cultivate it. 

• Chapter Services: The “buddy system” or the database already suggested for members to help other 
members or anyone on issues of living in Germany, for example arranging marriage documents, taxes, 
etc. 

We are distanced from our country, but it does not mean we are disconnected. I believe we can still affect 
great change working together. 

Background: I have a BA in International Studies and am finishing up a MA in Comparative Politics, with a 
thesis on revolution and its origins. 


