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    We are coming down to the “home stretch” in 
terms of possible Congressional action on health 
care reform.
    DSA has always supported a single-payer approach 
to health care reform. Under this approach, all legal 
residents of the U.S. are automatically enrolled in 
a national health insurance plan (i.e., Medicare for 
All). This plan provides comprehensive benefits—
hospitalization, doctors’ office visits, prescription 
drugs, durable medical equipment, rehabilitative 
care, and home care. The plan is financed through 
taxes. However, for most of us (i.e., those earning 
less than $250,000 per year), the increase in taxes 
would be offset by the elimination of insurance 
premiums, co-pays, and deductibles.
    The Government Accountability Office has 
estimated that if the U.S. were to adopt a single-
payer system, we would save over $400 billion 
annually on administrative overhead. This makes the 
single-payer plan by far the most efficient solution 
to the health care crisis.
    Unfortunately, our leaders in Washington have not 
seen fit to consider a single-payer plan. Congressional 
leaders have refused to hold hearings or score (i.e., 
estimate the cost of) Representative John Conyers, 
Jr.’s single-payer bill (HR 676). Instead, they have 

Agenda for September 12th 
DSA General Membership 

Meeting

    Join us on September 12th for our next DSA general 
membership meeting. Our speaker will be Ryan Bates, the 
Michigan Director of Reform Immigration for America. 
He will discuss the plight of the 11 million undocumented 
immigrants in the U.S. many of whom live in poverty, are 
subject to intolerable working conditions, and who are 
unable to organize due to their illegal immigration status. He 
will discuss the root causes of the immigration crisis such 
as America’s disastrous free trade agreements. He will also 
discuss possible solutions for immigration reform.

1) Treasury Report

2) Report on Jobs with Justice (JWJ)

3) Report on Michigan Universal Health Care Access   

 Network (MichUHCAN)

4) Report on Michigan Alliance to Strengthen Social  

 Security and Medicare (MASSM)

5) Report on Detroit Area Peace with Justice Network  

 (DAPJN)

6) Report on Education Committee—next DSA Forum

7) Report on new Detroit DSA Website—Ryan Wyeth

8) Nomination and Election of Delegates to DSA National  

 Convention

9) Speaker: Ryan Bates on Immigration Reform

10)  Resolution on Immigration Reform—David Ivers

continued on page 2



proposed HR 3200 which offers a public option to 
compete with the private insurance companies.
    At our last meeting, DSA’s National Political 
Committee (NPC) passed a resolution of critical support 
for HR 3200. Although we stated our clear preference for 
a single-payer plan (HR 676), we realized that a return to 
the status quo in health care was simply unsustainable. 
Therefore, we stated that we would support HR 3200 
as long as the finished product included a strong public 
option able to negotiate drug prices and provider fees and 
contained a provision allowing states to opt out of the 
public plan in favor of a state single-payer system.
    Much has happened since that resolution was passed. 
Congress has been whittling away at the public option to 
the point that it is barely a shadow of what its proponents 
had originally envisaged. Right-wing “tea baggers,” 
with financing from the insurance and pharmaceutical 
industries, have been disrupting Congressional town 
hall meetings on health care—intimidating politically-
sensitive members of Congress from pursuing health care 
reform for fear of losing their seats.
    There have been two positive developments with respect 
to health care reform in Congress. First, Representative 
Dennis Kucinich (D-Ohio) and other progressives on 
the House Labor and Education Committee were able to 
insert an amendment into HR 3200 allowing states to opt 
out of the public option in favor of a state single-payer 
plan. Secondly, Representative Anthony Weiner (D-
New York) was able to persuade Speaker of the House 
Nancy Pelosi to schedule a vote on HR 676 in September 
(The Weiner Amendment would replace HR 3200 with 
HR 676.) in return for voting HR 3200 out of the House 
Commerce and Energy Committee.
    In light of these developments, we ask DSA members 
to participate in the following activities on behalf of 
health care reform:

 1) Call your member of Congress. Demand that he or  
  she support a strong public option, oppose stripping  
  the Kucinich Amendment from the final bill,  
  and support the Weiner Amendment. The  
  toll-free Congressional switchboard number is  
  1-800-245-0215. Ask to be connected to your  
  Congressman’s office.
  Please send an e-mail message (to  
  dsagreen@aol.com) or call David Green at  
  248-761-4203 to report the response to this call.
  
 2) March with the Health Care for All contingent  
  at the Detroit Labor Day Parade on Monday,  
  September 7th. We will meet at 9 AM on  
  Woodward, south of Warren (between Warren  
  and Hancock). The march starts at 10 AM and  
  goes to Hart Plaza.

 3) On Tuesday, September 8th, a “Tea Party” 
   anti-reform bus tour stops at Troy City Hall  
   (located at 500 W. Big Beaver Road in  
   Troy) at 6:30 PM. 
   The goal is to intimidate Representative Gary  
   Peters (D-9th District) and dissuade him  
   from supporting health care reform.  
   We want as many of our members who are  
   able to attend this rally to demonstrate support for  
   universal health care.
    



DSA National Convention

    DSA will hold its biannual national convention in Evanston, Illinois (at the Best Western University Plaza 
Hotel adjacent to Northwestern University) from Friday, November 13th through Sunday, November 15th. This 
convention will set the course for our organization for the next two years. We anticipate spirited discussion 
on such topics as economic renewal, green jobs, labor organizing, the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan and trade 
policy.
    Detroit DSA will have one of the larger delegations at the convention (eleven delegates). In order to encourage 
participation at the convention, our executive board voted to subsidize members who wish to serve as delegates 
to the convention. The local will pay for each delegate’s housing and registration. The delegate will only be 
responsible for the cost of his or her travel to Evanston. Anyone who wishes to serve as a delegate should place 
his or her name in nomination at our September 12th general membership meeting. Delegates will be elected 
at that meeting.

 Calendar of Events
September

Monday, September 7th—March with the Health Care for All contingent at the Detroit Labor Day Parade. We 
will meet at 9 AM on Woodward, south of Warren (between Warren and Hancock). The march begins at 10 AM 
and goes to Hart Plaza.

Tuesday, September 8th—A “Tea Party” anti-reform bus tour stops at Troy City Hall (located at 500 W. 
Big Beaver Rd. in Troy) at 6:30 PM. The goal is to intimidate Representative Peters and dissuade him from 
supporting health care reform. We want as many of our members as are able to attend this rally to demonstrate 
support for health care reform.

Saturday, September 12th—DSA general membership meeting from 10 AM until noon at the Royal Oak 
Senior/Community Center, 3500 Marais Avenue, Royal Oak

October
Sunday, October 4th—DSA executive board meeting from 10 AM until noon at the home of Helen Samberg, 
30785 Hunters Drive, Apartment 23, Farmington Hills

November
Saturday, November 7th—DSA general membership meeting from 10 AM until noon at the Royal Oak Senior/
Community Center, 3500 Marais Avenue, Royal Oak

Friday, November 13th—Sunday, November 15th—DSA National Convention at the Best Western University 
Plaza in Evanston, Illinois adjacent to Northwestern University

December
Sunday, December 6th—DSA executive board meeting from 10 AM until noon at the home of Helen Samberg, 
30785 Hunters Drive, Apartment 23, Farmington Hills

May
Saturday, May 1st—The Frederick Douglass-Eugene V. Debs Dinner has been re-scheduled for May 1st  (May 
Day!). Hold this date.
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Hold this date!!!!

Saturday, May 1st
The Frederick Douglass-Eugene V. Debs Dinner has been re-

scheduled for May 1st  (May Day!).

Spread the word to join the DSA Detroit Chapter!!!


