
 
DOWNTOWN INDEPENDENT DEMOCRATS ANNOUNCE BORO-WIDE AND CITY-WIDE 

ENDORSEMENTS FOR 2021 ELECTIONS 
 

Largest Democratic Club in Lower Manhattan  
Backs Sweeping Progressive Change Up and Down Ballot 

 
FEB 18, 2021 - LOWER MANHATTAN: 
 
Downtown Independent Democrats, which represents progressive Democrats in Battery Park 
City, the Financial District, TriBeCa, SoHo, West SoHo, NoHo, the Washington Square area, 
Washington Square Village, Silver Towers, and parts of the Lower East Side, the South Village, 
and the East Village today announced its boroughwide and citywide endorsements ahead of the 
June 22nd, 2021 New York City Democratic Primary.  
 
Calling for a clean break from top-down policies of the current administration that have impacted 
neighborhoods across New York City, DID proudly endorses former nonprofit executive and 
progressive activist Dianne Morales for Mayor. Ms. Morales shares the club’s long-standing 
commitment to fighting structural racism, bias, and inequality. Members were moved by her 
plans to fight gentrification and displacement, particularly given that these issues present an 
extreme risk to the residents of the 65th and 66th Assembly Districts and to all who make use of 
Governors Island, which also falls within DID’s area of service. 
 
In the race for Manhattan District Attorney, DID endorses the sole Public Defender in the 
race, Eliza Orlins. Ms. Orlins, a member of our club, has a record of a dozen years of actively 
fighting to reduce incarceration and divert New Yorkers from the prison system. She is not a late 
arriver to these issues, and has the ability to build a bridge between the Office of the Manhattan 
District Attorney and the people it represents. 
 
For Manhattan Borough President, DID supports our longtime friend State Senator Brad 
Hoylman. Senator Hoylman has been a champion for trans- and gender-nonconforming New 
Yorkers, for Downtown artists, and for tenants and small-business owners across the district. 
Between these issues, and his creativity in using the power of the State Senate to take on the 
Trump Administration, he has earned our trust, admiration, and endorsement. 
 
In December, DID named Public Advocate Jumaane Williams our Elected Official of the Year. 
He is a fighter for working New Yorkers, and we are proud to endorse him for reelection. 
 
In the open race for City Comptroller, after significant consideration, DID has voted to endorse 
Assemblymember David Weprin. Assemblymember Weprin understands the power of the 
Office of Comptroller—both what it can and cannot do—and will focus on maintaining and 
protecting the health of our City pension funds, among other critical work. 
 

http://didnyc.org/


 
Downtown Independent Democrats covers an area with six Democratic District Leaders. We 
resoundingly endorsed the following local fighters on behalf of our communities: 
 

● Jonathan Gardenhire and Daisy Paez, AD 65 Part B 
● Vittoria Fariello and Paul Newell, AD 65 Part C 
● Jeannine Kiely and Dennis Gault, AD 66 Part B 

 
Of these, only Jonathan Gardenhire currently faces a challenge. “I am thrilled to be able to 
support Jonathan for reelection. Activists like him are the future of New York City,” said Richard 
Corman, DID President, of the artist and NYCHA resident. “I look forward to supporting him 
alongside our entire slate of terrific candidates.” 
 
Each of these endorsements is in addition to previously announced endorsements in Downtown 
City Council races, for Christopher Marte in District 1, Carlina Rivera in District 2, and Erik 
Bottcher in District 3. 
 
All New Yorkers who wish to join the club can visit our website, didnyc.org/membership, or email 
info@didnyc.org. DID will be engaging in a significant grassroots effort to elect these candidates 
this June, and to continue to fight for justice and equality, regardless of the outcome. 
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