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DOWNTOWN INDEPENDENT DEMOCRATS 

RESOLUTION 

 

Against any physical disruption of the 250 Water Street site without an approved site development plan. 

RE: 250 Water Street Brownfield Cleanup Program (BCP) Application & Development of Site 

On March 26, 2019, Community Board 1 passed a resolution regarding property at 250 Water Street and 

the Brownfield Cleanup application for this site by the Howard Hughes Corporation (HHC). Downtown 

Independent Democrats supports the CB1 resolution in full. The resolution: 

 Urges the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) to not proceed with the BCP 

application until HHC discloses and has obtained all necessary approvals for development of the 

250 Water Street site. 

 Reaffirms prior resolutions regarding development in the South Street Seaport Historic District 

limiting development to a 120-foot height limit in compliance with the C6-2A zoning and agreed 

to by CB1 and the Department of City Planning in 2003. 

 Requests that HHC provide a comprehensive master plan for their properties throughout the 

entirety of the South Street Seaport area. 

However, should the site be accepted into the BCP despite these community objections, DID asks that the 

DEC not let the next stage of testing begin until: 

 the community can secure a TAG grant or funding via the developer to secure its own 

environmental engineer 

 the community hires their own engineering firm to oversee the testing plans and monitor the 

activities on site. 

DID also requests that DEC not allow any remediation to begin until a fully vetted, city approved 

building plan is in place.  While HHC would be allowed to build within current zoning as of right, we are 

concerned that they may open the site and then attempt to seek approval of a larger building while the 

community may feel at risk with an open site. 

Background 

250 Water Street is a one-acre site situated in the South Street Seaport Historic District currently utilized 

as a parking lot. It is adjacent to two public elementary schools. HHC purchased this site in 2018, but has 

not as yet submitted any development plans nor publicly stated its development intentions.  

HHC engaged a firm to conduct site assessment testing and in January 2019 revealed to CB1 that the site 

was contaminated by mercury and petroleum, the mercury, at least, likely from a thermometer factory 

that occupied the site in the nineteenth century. Mercury is a highly toxic metal, a particularly dangerous 

neurotoxin to children. 

The site, according to experts, covered as it is with asphalt, does not pose an immediate or concerning 

danger. The site could remain as it is, posing no danger. However, careful and highly organized, 

controlled and monitored testing and remediation would certainly need to be done prior to any 

development. Without approved development plans, there is no reason to disturb the site. 
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Though no public plans exist, HHC has publicly stated their intention to build on the site utilizing the 

transfer of substantial air rights, with the presumed intention of building higher than the 120-foot zoning 

height restriction applicable to the site. 

DID respects the history of the South Street Seaport Historic District and the restrictions fought for by 
the community to protect that history. DID, along with CB1 and other community groups, opposes lifting 
this restriction.  

With the 120-foot restriction in place, it is not clear what, if any development HHC would undertake. 

While remediation could ultimately be a good thing for the area, there are health and contamination 

risks associated with it. Should the site be unearthed and remediated now, with no approved 

development plans, the community would be incurring the risks of remediation only to leave the site 

vacant for some time, possibly years, before such plans are ultimately approved. 

 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT: 

DID opposes approval of the 250 Water Street BCP Application and site remediation until site 
development plans have been fully approved by all required agencies. 


