
 

 

 

 

Downtown Independent Democrats Resolution in  
Support of the Creation of a DOE Public School Program for  

Dyslexic Students at the Bleecker School Site 
 

Whereas: 

1. New York City has the option to build a 100,000 square foot 
public school on the Bleecker School site in Greenwich 
Village, on land owned by New York University (NYU); 

2. If NYC fails to exercise this option, $65+ million1 of value will 
transfer from NYC taxpayers to NYU; 

3. In October 2018, DID passed a resolution urging our elected 
officials and NYU to reinstate the option expiration to 2025, 
the date NYU initially proposed in its 2012 rezoning; 

4. However, NYU only extended the option to December 31, 
2021 even though the Bleecker School remains unfunded in 
the NYC Department of Education (DOE) and School 
Construction Authority’s (SCA) Capital Plan for FY 2020-2024; 

5. Currently, the NYC DOE and SCA do not fund or build new 
schools or classroom space based on learning type or system-
wide criteria2. 

Therefore be it resolved that Downtown Independent Democrats 
urges the NYC Department of Education and School Construction 
Authority to fund the Bleecker School in its Five-Year Capital Plan 
and explore the possibility of creating a DOE public school program 
for dyslexic students, based on the population size of identified 
students. 

  

 

1 In a real estate market where the price per buildable square foot in Manhattan 

averages more than $650, this option is worth in excess of $65 million1; and, 
arguably higher due to the lack of vacant land in Greenwich Village, either city-owned 
or city-optioned. See “The Performance of the Manhattan Land Market in 2016” 
Commercial Observer, Jan 25, 2017, https://commercialobserver.com/2017/01/the-
performance-of-the-manhattan-land-market-in-2016/ 

2 The NYC DOE and SCA’s Five-Year Capital Plan prioritizes new capacity based on 

overcrowding by school district. See the DOE and SCA’s Proposed FY 2020 - 2024 
Five-Year Capital Plan, February 2019, page 8 for a list of priorities and page 19 for 
the funded projects by District and Sub-District. Within District 2, the only 
programmatic needs the DOE identifies are for Pre-Kindergarten seats, see the 
DOE’s 2019-2020 District 2 Planning Presentation, October 9, 2018, page 28. 

https://dnnhh5cc1.blob.core.windows.net/portals/0/Capital_Plan/Capital_plans/02012019_20_24_CapitalPlan.pdf?sr=b&si=DNNFileManagerPolicy&sig=aJpFmjNrFacdfbme5LzsQgHK4k5xeIgRZtwQV%2BRsul4%3D
https://dnnhh5cc1.blob.core.windows.net/portals/0/Capital_Plan/Capital_plans/02012019_20_24_CapitalPlan.pdf?sr=b&si=DNNFileManagerPolicy&sig=aJpFmjNrFacdfbme5LzsQgHK4k5xeIgRZtwQV%2BRsul4%3D
https://nycdoe.sharepoint.com/sites/DistrictPlanningDocuments/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FDistrictPlanningDocuments%2FShared%20Documents%2FManhattan%20Planning%2FDistrict%202%2FDistrict%202%20CEC%20Presentation%5Fv%2Efinal%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FDistrictPlanningDocuments%2FShared%20Documents%2FManhattan%20Planning%2FDistrict%202
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BLEECKER SCHOOL FAQ 
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NYC Option to Build a 100,000 SF Public School at the 

Bleecker School Site 
 An Option Worth $65+ Million to NYC Taxpayers 

 

1. Bleecker School Option: As part of the New York University 
(NYU) rezoning, the NYC School Construction Authority (SCA) 
has the option to build a 100,000 square foot school in the 
Bleecker Building (the “Bleecker School Option”) that would 
serve approximately 600 students, based on class size of 
approximately 25-30 students. 

 

2. December 31, 2021 Expiration: In Fall 2019, NYU and our 
elected officials extended the option to December 31, 2021. 

 

3. Option Worth $65 + Million: If the option expires or is not 
exercised, $65+ million in value will transfer from NYC 
taxpayers to NYU, based on a real estate market where the 
price per buildable square foot in Manhattan averages more 
than $650, and arguably higher due to the lack of vacant land 
in Greenwich Village, either city-owned or city-optioned. 

 

4. NYU’s Shrinking Commitment to a Public School: NYU 
has made a series of shrinking commitments to build a public 
school over the last 50 years: 

a. In the 1960s, NYU promised to build an elementary 
school for neighborhood children on the site of the 
former Coles Sports Center and the future 181 Mercer 
building; 

b. At a March 2010 press conference3, NYU promised to 
build the core and shell of a new 600-seat public 
elementary school on one of its three superblocks; 
and, 

c. In 2012, NYU promised the land for the SCA to build a 
100,000 square foot school in the Bleecker Building 
with the option expiring in 2025. 

 

 

3 “New Elementary School Planned as Part of NYU Expansion”, Chalkbeat, March 

25, 2010, https://www.chalkbeat.org/posts/ny/2010/03/25/new-elementary-school-
planned-as-part-of-nyu-expansion/ 
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5. Public School Would Benefit NYU: Despite the shrinking 
commitment, a public school on NYU’s core campus would be 
attractive to NYU’s faculty, staff and their families and provide 
lab opportunities to NYU Steinhardt. 

 

6. Bleecker School Key Community Benefit in 2012 NYU 
Rezoning: As part its 2012 rezoning, NYU made a good faith 
promise to our community for the Bleecker School, committing 
to a 100,000 square foot public school and a 2025 option 
date: 

a. As part of the NYC Charter mandated Uniform Land 
Use Review Process, Manhattan Community Board 2 
(CB 2), the Manhattan Borough President and the NYC 
Department of City Planning all reviewed a rezoning 
package that included NYU’s commitment for a 
100,000 square foot public school and a 2025 option 
date; and, 

b. However, the final rezoning approved by the NYC City 
Council included an option, or School Election Notice 
that would expire 11 years earlier on December 31, 
2014 and required that school construction begin no 
more than 3.5 years after school funding, as detailed in 
the final Restrictive Declaration of Large-Scale 
Development for the NYU LSGD (“Restrictive 
Declaration”). 

 

7. Ongoing Efforts to Reinstate the 2025 Option Date: Since 
the 2012 rezoning, community leaders, Downtown 
Independent Democrats, Manhattan CB 2 and Community 
Education Council District 2 (CECD2) have been working to 
reinstate the School Election Notice to 2025, the date that 
NYU originally proposed: 

a. In October 2014, both CB 2 and CECD2 unanimously 
passed resolutions in support of the 2025 date, but 
NYU only extended the option to December 31, 2018 
and shortened the time between school funding and 
school construction from 3.5 years to 19 months; 

b. In June 2017, CB 2’s demographic analysis 
demonstrated the need for the Bleecker School based 
on projected and current demand for public school 
seats; 

c. In 2017, both CB 2 and CECD2 unanimously passed 
resolutions in support of reinstating the School Election 
Notice to 2025; 

d. In 2018, CB 2 and DID unanimously passed 
resolutions in support of restoring NYU’s commitment 
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and reinstating the School Election Notice to 2025; 
and, 

e. In 2018, NYU only extended the option date three 
years to December 31, 2021. 

 

8. SCA Needs More Time between Funding and 
Construction: In 2018, the SCA stated that it will need more 
than two years between school funding and school 
construction due to the complexities of the Bleecker School 
site – not only is the site NYU-owned and controlled, it also 
will require demolition and construction of 32,000 square feet 
of below-grade space for NYU, allowances for construction 
staging and coordination with the 181 Mercer build-out and 
other parties on the superblock; 

 

9. Why 2025: Not only was 2025 promised, it is needed 
because: 

a. The Bleecker School is not funded in the SCA’s Capital 
Plan for FY 2020-2024; 

b. New school planning takes time – 75 Morton took 12 
years from advocacy to opening and NYU’s own 181 
Mercer Building remains under construction; 

c. Downtown schools at Trinity Place and Duarte Square 
are delayed; and, 

d. 2025 allows more time to consider educational and 
programmatic needs. 

 

10. School Options for Bleecker School Site:  
a. Create public school capacity by opening a new 

District 2 elementary or middle school or moving an 
overcrowded District 2 middle school to the Bleecker 
School site and expanding a co-located elementary 
school; or, 

b. Open a District 2-wide or Manhattan-wide school with 
programs for students with dyslexia and other 
language-based learning disabilities and with 
admissions based on disability, geography, economic 
need or other criteria. 


