
 
 

 

July 2, 2019 

 
Downtown Independent Democrats Resolution In Opposition to 

the Privatization of Public Space and the Closing of 

Pier 16 and Pier 17 to the Public on the Fourth of July 
 

 

Whereas: 
 

1. In February 2013, the City Planning Commission approved a special permit for Howard 

Hughes Corporation, as South Street Seaport Limited Partnership, for the development 

of Pier 17, which requires: 

a. 10,112 square feet of rooftop open space remain accessible to the public1 and 

b. Waterfront public access area to remain open to the public for 24 hours2; 

2. On the Fourth of July, 2019, Pier 16 and Pier 17 will be closed to the general public by 

the NYC Police Department for security reasons; 

3. Meanwhile any individual who pays $492 can attend a private event at a restaurant 

on Pier 17, advertised as: “Celebrate the holiday with an exclusive dining 

experience at The Fulton by Jean George followed by prime viewing of the fireworks 

spectacular from the most sought-after location, Pier 173”; and, 

4. Howard Hughes Corporation has contracted with NBC to privately utilize the entire 

roof of Pier 17, including the area that is designated as a “public access area”; and 

5. It has not been explained why general public access is a security risk, but private, 

VIP paid access is not; and, 

6. The Fourth of July is US federal holiday commemorating the Declaration of 

Independence, which states that “all men are created equal, that they are endowed by 

their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the 

pursuit of Happiness;” 
 

Therefore be it resolved that Downtown Independent Democrats: 

1. Oppose the privatization of public space; 

2. Insist that the city and the Economic Development Corporation stop turning a blind eye 

to their own land use agreements and instead enforce them; and 

3. Urges the city to open Pier 16 and Pier 17 to the public so that all city residents and 

visitors may have equal access on this, the holiday of our America’s founding, the 

Fourth of July. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1 City Planning Commission Resolution (C 130055 ZSM) adopted February 6, 2013, page. 25, 

https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/planning/download/pdf/about/cpc/130055.pdf. 



2 CPC Resolution, page 28, https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/planning/download/pdf/about/cpc/130055.pdf. 
3 The Fulton website on July 2, 2019, https://www.thefulton.nyc/events/ 
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