
April 7th, 2016 

RESOLUTION RE 45 RIVINGTON STREET 

Whereas in recent years our community has lost many nursing home beds to 
gentrification; and 
 

Whereas, 45 Rivington Street had been operated by VillageCare, a non-profit 
organization, as a nursing home facility for HIV and AIDS patients from 1995 
to 2014.  The building, originally a grammar school, had been sold by the City 
in 1993 with a restrictive deed limiting the use of the building in perpetuity to 
a not-for-profit residential health care facility.  In 2014, the Allure Group 

purchased the building from VillageCare with the deed restriction still in place, 
with the stated intention of operating a for-profit nursing home facility;  and 
 
Whereas, the Department of Administrative Services subsequently accepted 
$16 million to lift the deed restriction, enabling Allure to flip the building to 
Slate Property Group at a tremendous profit, pursuant to an agreement 

already in place, and  for Slate to start converting the building to 
condominiums; and 
 
Whereas, while the sale of the property from VillageCare to Allure had been 
done with full transparency and participation of neighborhood stakeholders, 

the subsequent lifting of the restrictive deed by the City and sale of the 
property to Slate had been done behind closed doors, without any attempt by 
the City to notify community stakeholders and ensure that our community did 
not lose another 219 nursing home beds; and  
 
Whereas, the Downtown Independent Democrats find the actions by the City 

to be deeply troubling. 
 
Therefore, be it resolved, that the DID calls upon the City to disclose any and 
all information as to what transpired respecting the lifting of the deed 
restriction and the sale of the property to Slate; and  
 

Resolved further, we call upon the City to make any and all efforts to undo 
the lifting of the deed restriction and to return the building to community use; 
and 
 



Resolved further, the DID holds the City responsible for making sure that the 
Community does not lose the 219 nursing home beds; and 
 

Resolved further, we fully support a complete and thorough investigation into 
what transpired respecting the sale of the former Rivington House to Slate 
Property  Group, including, without limitation, the lifting of the deed 
restriction;  and 
 
Resolved further, that we fully support legislation requiring a publicly available 

online database of all properties upon which the City has imposed deed 
restrictions, as well as required public notice to the appropriate community 
boards, borough presidents and city council members with an opportunity to 
comment should the City consider lifting any deed restriction, as suggested by 
Manhattan Borough President Gail Brewer. 

 


