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Resolution to Prioritize Remote Learning and Ensure the Safe Reopening of Schools  

 
Whereas: 
 

1. The Department of Education (DOE) must provide a plan to significantly enhance 
remote learning for its students. Last spring, even after many students had received 
internet-connected devices from the DOE, there was an enormous disparity in their 
schooling on a daily basis. While students in some schools received many hours a day 
of synchronous contact with their teachers and fellow students, children in other schools 
had limited synchronous instruction and teacher contact. 

 
2. We are disappointed that our Mayor and Chancellor appear to have waited until 

the last minute to plan for Fall 2020 even though NYC students will spend the 
majority of their school hours in remote learning this fall, whether hybrid (1–3 days 
in-person per week) or fully remote. Our students deserve a consistent and 
comprehensive reopening and remote learning plan, which also must prioritize our most 
vulnerable students, including students in temporary housing, students with disabilities, 
English language learners and District 75 students. 

 
3. An August 21, 2020 CDC report finds that child-care centers may reopen safely in 

areas where the COVID-19 virus is contained, such as New York City, crediting strict 
adherence to measures like mandatory masks for adults, daily screening of symptoms in 
both adults and children, limiting mixing between established student-teacher groups, 
staying home when ill and thorough cleaning and physical distancing.1 

 
4. The Mayor and the DOE should work with city agencies and unions -- United 

Federation of Teachers, Council of School Supervisors and Administrators, DC37, 
International Union of Operating Engineers and SEIU 32BJ, Local 891 -- to finalize a 
comprehensive plan for reopening schools safely, tapping into expertise within the 
departments of Health, Transportation, Health, Parks and Recreation and the Chief 
Technology Officer, and allowing school administrators to focus on running their school 
buildings and delivering high quality education to their students. Instead, the Mayor and 
Chancellor continue to announce outlines of new plans, such at Outdoor Learning, just 
two weeks before the start of school, even though educators, community leaders and 
elected officials have been pushing this approach for several months. 

 
Therefore, be it Resolved that Downtown Independent Democrats urges the Mayor and 
Chancellor to prioritize the educational needs of 1.1 million NYC students and their 
families and leverage inter-agency staff and expertise to ensure that our City and the 
Department of Education: 
 

1. Set clear standards for remote instruction to provide quality remote learning for 
Fall 2020, which must include: 

a. Mandatory daily live instruction via video; 
b. More small group instruction; 

 
1 Link-Gelles R, DellaGrotta AL, Molina C, et al. Limited Secondary Transmission of SARS-CoV-2 in Child 

Care Programs — Rhode Island, June 1–July 31, 2020. MMWR Morb Mortal Wkly Rep. ePub: 21 August 
2020. DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.15585/mmwr.mm6934e2external icon 

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6934e2.htm?s_cid=mm6934e2_x
http://dx.doi.org/10.15585/mmwr.mm6934e2
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c. Professional development and planning time specifically targeted to remote 
learning; 

d. Staffing by teachers from a child’s school, as much as possible; 
e. Immediate and short-term solutions to reduce the digital divide; and, 
f. Trauma-informed schooling, including social emotional spaces for children to 

adapt and be familiar with new teachers and students; and,  
 

2. Ensure that reopened school buildings are safe for all students and staff, which 
must include: 

a. Well-ventilated classrooms with functioning HVAC systems; 
b. City-funded PPE; and, 
c. City-funded frequent COVID testing and tracing; and, 

 
3. Expand Regional Enrichment Centers (RECs) for essential workers and our 

neediest students, including students in temporary housing, students with disabilities, 
English language learners, and District 75 students and re/open WiFi locations, with 
priority access for middle and high school students during school hours, including the 
New York Public Library system and DOE-leased facilities; and, 

 
4. Provide centralized leadership, resources, funding, and detailed, timely plans -- 

not outlines -- for remote learning and school building reopening throughout the 
pandemic, so that principals and teachers can focus their expertise on running their 
schools and providing high quality education to their students, not on logistics and 
contingency planning. 
 

 
 
Adopted August 26, 2020 


