
February 8, 2021

Dear Mayor de Blasio and Members of the NY City Council:

Last month Speaker Johnson unveiled legislation to create a Master “comprehensive
long-term plan” for land-use decisions in New York. To achieve transformative
community planning throughout NYC the City Council should partner with those who
know our neighborhoods best - the local residents - rather than minimize the people’s
participation in land use decisions, as this bill would do. We, the City Wide People’s
Land Use Alliance representing residents from all across NYC, urge you to vote no on
this bill.

The main focus of the Master Plan is to increase real estate development in every
community board in NYC. It creates a top-down administrative hierarchy that does
nothing to increase neighborhood power or democratize land use, it merely empowers
Mayoral appointees to make sweeping land use decisions in neighborhoods citywide.

Top-Down Administrative Structure The Mayor’s Office, Borough President and City
Council appoint a Long-Term Steering Committee (LTSC).

● LTSC appoints the Borough Steering Committee (BSC) for each borough.
● The Mayor appoints a “Director” for the Mayor’s Office of Long Term Planning

(OLTP).

Top-Down Process Eliminates Community Participation

● After one public hearing, the Mayor’s appointed Director would create three
rezoning plans for each community board district, imposing housing targets to
increase density.

● There are no hearing requirements at the Community Boards who must choose
one of the three plans.

● There are no hearing requirements for the Borough President who must choose
one of the three plans.

● There are no hearing requirements for the LTSC, who must also choose one of
the three plans.

● Their choices are then given to the City Council, and after only one hearing the
Council should choose one single plan.

● If the City Council does not choose any of the plans, then the Mayor’s Director is
empowered to choose a plan.

● Local Council Member deference is eliminated.

https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=4735629&GUID=BAACDD2D-290D-4F35-B0F7-578E4458498A&Options=ID%7CText%7C&Search=comprehensive+planning


● Each Community District Plan is then incorporated into a citywide comprehensive
plan, i.e. the Master Plan.

Once the Master Plan is in place:

● During the ULURP process, the Department of City Planning certifies a
development plan if it “aligns” with the Master Plan.

● A development plan that “aligns” with the Master Plan is assured approval.
● For projects in “alignment” with the Master Plan, no environmental review is

required.

This is a very top down dictatorial process. For comprehensive planning to be truly
democratic it cannot be decided and fast-tracked by those appointed by the Mayor.
Instead, the community must be included in the formation of the proposed rezoning
plans. The city lacks comprehensive planning, but the process should be improved by
increasing community participation, not by excluding the people who will be the most
heavily impacted.  For these reasons we respectfully ask for your commitment to Vote
NO on Intro 2186.

Sincerely,
City Wide People’s Land Use Alliance
Broadway Residents Coalition
CG CORD/Carroll Gardens Coalition for Respectful Development
Friends and Residents of Greater Gowanus
LES Dwellers
MTOPP/The Movement to Protect the People
NoHo Neighborhood Association
Voice of Gowanus
Stop Sunnyside Yards
Human-Scale NYC
South Village Neighbors
TakeBackNYC
Artist Studio Affordability Project
Fight For NYCHA
Metro Area Governors Island Coalition (M.A.G.I.C.)
Flushing Workers Center
SoHo Alliance
Suffolk Street Block Alliance
Bowery Alliance of Neighbors
Coalition to Protect Chinatown and the Lower East Side
Village Preservation - Greenwich Village Society for Historic Preservation
Community Control of Land Use




