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2021 State-wide Ballot Proposals Summary  

(from NYS Board of Elections) 
 

 

1. Amending the Apportionment and Redistricting Process 

a. Makes changes to the redistricting process in New York 

 

Recommendation: In favor 

 

 

2. Right to Clean Air, Clean Water, and a Healthful Environment 

a. Creates a state constitutional right to clean air, clean water, and a healthful 

environment 

 

Recommendation: In favor 

 

 

3. Allow for Same-Day Voter Registration Amendment 

a. Authorizes the legislature to pass a law for same-day voter registration 

 

Recommendation: In favor 

 

 

4. Authorizing No-Excuse Absentee Ballot Voting 

a. Authorizes the legislature to pass a law for no-excuse absentee voting 

 

Recommendation: In favor 

 

 

5. Increasing the Jurisdiction of the New York City Civil Court 

a. Increases the NYC Civil Court's jurisdiction from civil cases involving $25,000 to 

$50,000 

 

Recommendation: In favor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.elections.ny.gov/2021BallotProposals.html
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Details on Individual Proposalsi 
 

1) Amending the Apportionment and Redistricting Process 
 

A "yes" vote supports this measure to (a) change the vote thresholds for adopting redistricting 

plans when one political party controls both legislative chambers, (b) require that incarcerated 

persons be counted at the place of their last residence for redistricting, (c) require the state to 

count residents, including people who are residents but not citizens, should the federal census 

fail to do so, (d) remove the block-on-border requirement for Senate districts, (e) cap the 

number of state senators at 63, and (f) move up the timeline for redistricting and repeal 

inoperative language.  

 

A "no" vote opposes this measure to (a) change the vote thresholds for adopting redistricting 

plans when one political party controls both legislative chambers, (b) require that incarcerated 

persons be counted at the place of their last residence for redistricting, (c) require the state to 

count residents, including people who are residents but not citizens, should the federal census 

fail to do so, (d) remove the block-on-border requirement for Senate districts, (e) cap the 

number of state senators at 63, and (f) move up the timeline for redistricting and repeal 

inoperative language. 

 

How does New York conduct redistricting? 

In New York, a 10-member redistricting commission is responsible for designing congressional 

and state legislative maps and submitting them to the New York State Legislature for an up-or-

down vote. The state Legislature cannot amend the redistricting plans unless two separate sets 

of plans are rejected. In 2014, voters approved a constitutional amendment, titled Proposal 1, to 

establish the redistricting commission and current process. 

 

The 10-member commission is composed of eight members appointed by majority and minority 

party legislative leaders. These eight members appoint the remaining two members, who cannot 

be registered with the two largest legislative officeholding political parties in the state. Based on 

the current partisan makeup of the state Legislature, the commission is designed to include four 

Democratic-appointed commissioners, four Republican-appointed commissioners, and two 

commissioners who are neither Democrats or Republicans. 

 

Proposal 1 of 2014 established vote requirements for the commission and legislature to pass 

redistricting plans. The vote requirements are based on party control of the legislature. If control 

of the legislature is divided (for example, if Republicans controlled the Senate and Democrats 

controlled the Assembly), then a simple majority vote is required for the legislature to adopt 

maps. If the legislature is controlled by a single party (as is the case in 2021), then a two-thirds 

majority vote is required for the legislature to adopt maps. 
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How would this ballot measure change the redistricting voting requirements in New 

York? 

The ballot measure would repeal the higher vote threshold for adopting redistricting plans when 

the legislature is controlled by a single party. In other words, a simple majority vote would be 

required for the legislature to adopt plans regardless of party control. Among commissioners, an 

affirmative vote of seven members would be required to send plans to the legislature, rather 

than the current requirement that seven of the members include specific members appointed by 

legislative leaders of both parties. If the legislature rejects two sets of redistricting plans from the 

commission, it would be allowed to approve amended maps by a 60 percent vote, rather than a 

60 percent vote when party control is divided and a two-thirds vote when one party controls both 

chambers. 

 

What else would the ballot measure change about redistricting? 

The ballot measure would cap the number of state senators at 63, which was the number of 

state senators as of 2021. 

 

New York would be required to count residents of the entire state, including people who are 

residents but not citizens, should the federal census fail to do so. New York would also be 

required to count incarcerated persons at the place of their last residence for redistricting 

purposes. 

 

The ballot measure would also remove the block-on-border requirement for state Senate 

districts. 

 

Supporters 

Senator Jamaal Bailey (D)  

Senator Michael Gianaris (D)  

Senator Michelle Hinchey (D)  

Senator Brad Hoylman (D)  

Senator Robert Jackson (D)  

Senator Anna Kaplan (D)  

Senator Brian Kavanagh (D)  

Senator Zellnor Myrie (D)  

Senator James Sanders, Jr. (D) 

 

Opponents 

U.S. Rep. Elise Stefanik (R-21) 
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2. Right to Clean Air, Clean Water, and a Healthful Environment 
 

A "yes" vote supports adding a right to clean water, clean air, and a healthful environment to the 

New York Constitution's Bill of Rights. 

 

A "no" vote opposes adding a right to clean water, clean air, and a healthful environment to the 

New York Constitution's Bill of Rights. 

 

What would this ballot measure add to the New York Constitution? 

Proposal 2 would add a right to clean water, clean air, and a healthful environment to the New 

York Constitution's Bill of Rights. 

 

How was the constitutional amendment placed on the ballot? 

In New York, a constitutional amendment requires approval in two successive legislation 

sessions. Legislators approved the proposal in 2019 and 2021. On January 12, 2021, the state 

Senate voted 48 to 14 to approve the amendment. Senate Democrats supported the proposal, 

and Senate Republicans were divided 6 to 14. On February 8, the state Assembly voted 124 to 

25, with support from all Democrats, 17 Republicans, and the chamber's one Independence 

Party member. 

 

State Sen. Robert Jackson (D-31) sponsored the proposal in the Senate. He said, "This 

language will finally put in place safeguards that require the government to consider the 

environment and our relationship to the Earth in decision making. If the government fails in that 

responsibility, New Yorkers will finally have the right to take legal action for a clean environment 

because it will be in the State Constitution."[2] State Sen. Dan Stec (R-45), who voted against 

the constitutional amendment, stated, "I’m all for clean air and clean water. Who isn’t? But in the 

face of ambiguity you will have distrust, you will have lawsuits, you will have costs, and I’m 

trying to avoid that." 

 

How does Proposal 2 compare to environmental rights amendments in other states? 

Pennsylvania adopted the country's first environmental rights amendment in 1971. Like New 

York Proposal 2, the amendment established a state constitutional right to clean air and clean 

water. The Pennsylvania Environmental Rights Amendment also contained a provision 

declaring the state's natural resources to be "common property of all the people, including 

generations yet to come." As of 2021, at least six state constitutions included language on 

environmental rights. The states were Hawaii, Illinois, Massachusetts, Montana, Pennsylvania, 

and Rhode Island. 

 

Supporters 

Officials 

State Sen. Joseph Addabbo (D)  

State Sen. Jeremy Cooney (D)  

State Sen. James Gaughran (D)  

State Sen. Michelle Hinchey (D)  
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State Sen. Brad Hoylman (D)  

State Sen. Robert Jackson (D)  

State Sen. Todd Kaminsky (D)  

State Sen. Anna Kaplan (D)  

State Sen. Brian Kavanagh (D)  

State Sen. Liz Krueger (D)  

State Sen. John Mannion (D)  

State Sen. Rachel May (D)  

State Sen. Kevin Parker (D)  

State Sen. Elijah Reichlin-Melnick (D)  

State Sen. James Sanders, Jr. (D)  

State Sen. José Serrano (D)  

State Sen. Kevin Thomas (D)  

State Asm. Steven Englebright (D)  

State Asm. Richard Gottfried (D)  

Assembly Speaker Carl Heastie (D)  

 

Government Entities 

Warren County Board of Supervisors  

 

Organizations 

Adirondack Council  

Delaware Riverkeeper Network  

Environmental Advocates of New York  

League of Women Voters of New York  

NYC Environmental Justice Alliance  

New York League of Conservation Voters  

Open Space Institute  
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3. Allow for Same-Day Voter Registration Amendment 
 

A "yes" vote supports removing the requirement that persons must register to vote at least ten 

days before an election, thus authorizing the state legislature to pass a statute for same-day 

voter registration 

 

A "no" vote opposes this constitutional amendment, thus continuing to require that persons must 

register to vote at least ten days before an election. 

 

What would the ballot measure change about voting in New York? 

The ballot measure would remove the requirement that persons must register to vote at least 

ten days before an election, thus authorizing the New York State Legislature to pass a statute 

for same-day voter registration. Same-day voter registration enables voters to register and vote 

at the same time. Same-day registration is sometimes referred to as Election Day registration. 

How would New York compare to other states? 

As of 2021, New York is one of 30 states that does not provide for same-day voter registration. 

The other 20 states, along with D.C., allow same-day voter registration. 

 

Supporters 

State Sen. Jamaal Bailey (D)  

State Sen. Brian Benjamin (D)  

State Sen. Neil Breslin (D)  

State Sen. John E. Brooks (D)  

State Sen. Leroy Comrie (D)  

State Sen. Jeremy Cooney (D)  

State Sen. Simcha Felder (D)  

State Sen. James Gaughran (D)  

State Sen. Michael Gianaris (D)  

State Sen. Andrew Gounardes (D)  

State Sen. Peter Harckham (D)  

State Sen. Michelle Hinchey (D)  

State Sen. Brad Hoylman (D)  

State Sen. Robert Jackson (D)  

State Sen. Todd Kaminsky (D)  

State Sen. Anna Kaplan (D)  

State Sen. Brian Kavanagh (D)  

State Sen. Timothy M. Kennedy (D)  

State Sen. Liz Krueger (D)  

State Sen. John Liu (D)  

State Sen. Rachel May (D)  

State Sen. Shelley Mayer (D)  

State Sen. Zellnor Myrie (D)  

State Sen. Kevin Parker (D)  

State Sen. Roxanne Persaud (D)  

State Sen. Jessica Ramos (D)  

State Sen. J. Gustavo Rivera (D)  

State Sen. Julia Salazar (D)  

State Sen. James Sanders, Jr. (D)  

State Sen. Diane Savino (D)  

State Sen. Luis Sepulveda (D)  

State Sen. Jose M. Serrano (D)  

State Sen. James Skoufis (D)  

State Sen. Toby Ann Stavisky (D)  

Senate Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-

Cousins (D)  

State Sen. Kevin Thomas (D)  

State Asm. Khaleel Anderson (D)  

State Asm. Chris Burdick (D)  

State Asm. Kevin Cahill (D)  

State Asm. Robert C. Carroll (D)  

State Asm. Steven Englebright (D)  

State Asm. Sandra Galef (D)  

State Asm. Chantel Jackson (D)  

State Asm. Jonathan Jacobson (D)  

State Asm. Donna Lupardo (D)  
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State Asm. Marcela Mitaynes (D)  

State Asm. Steven Otis (D)  

State Asm. N. Nick Perry (D)  

State Asm. Linda Rosenthal (D)  

State Asm. Al Stirpe (D)
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4. Authorizing No-Excuse Absentee Ballot Voting 
 

A "yes" vote supports authorizing the state legislature to pass a statute for no-excuse absentee 

voting. 

 

A "no" vote opposes this constitutional amendment, thus continuing to require voters to be 

absent from their county of residence, ill, or physically disabled to vote with an absentee ballot. 

 

What would the ballot measure change about absentee voting in New York? 

The ballot measure would authorize the New York State Legislature to pass a statute for no-

excuse absentee voting, meaning any registered voter could request and vote with an absentee 

ballot. As of 2021, the New York Constitution requires voters to be absent from their home 

county, ill, or physically disabled to vote with an absentee ballot. 

 

How would New York compare to other states? 

As of 2021, New York is one of 16 states that require voters to provide an excuse to receive an 

absentee ballot. Of the remaining states, 29 provide for no-excuse absentee voting and six 

states use mail-in voting, meaning every registered voter receives a mail-in ballot. 

 

 

 

Supporters 

State Sen. Joseph Addabbo (D)  

State Sen. Jamaal Bailey (D)  

State Sen. Brian Benjamin (D)  

State Sen. Alessandra Biaggi (D)  

State Sen. Neil Breslin (D)  

State Sen. John E. Brooks (D)  

State Sen. Samra Brouk (D)  

State Sen. Leroy Comrie (D)  

State Sen. Jeremy Cooney (D)  

State Sen. Simcha Felder (D)  

State Sen. James Gaughran (D)  

State Sen. Michael Gianaris (D)  

State Sen. Andrew Gounardes (D)  

State Sen. Peter Harckham (D)  

State Sen. Michelle Hinchey (D)  

State Sen. Brad Hoylman (D)  

State Sen. Robert Jackson (D)  

State Sen. Todd Kaminsky (D)  

State Sen. Anna Kaplan (D)  

State Sen. Brian Kavanagh (D)  

State Sen. Timothy M. Kennedy (D)  

State Sen. Liz Krueger (D)  

State Sen. John Liu (D)  

State Sen. John Mannion (D)  

State Sen. Rachel May (D)  

State Sen. Shelley Mayer (D)  

State Sen. Zellnor Myrie (D)  

State Sen. Kevin Parker (D)  

State Sen. Roxanne Persaud (D)  

State Sen. Jessica Ramos (D)  

State Sen. Elijah Reichlin-Melnick (D)  

State Sen. J. Gustavo Rivera (D)  

State Sen. Julia Salazar (D)  

State Sen. James Sanders, Jr. (D)  

State Sen. Diane Savino (D)  

State Sen. Luis Sepulveda (D)  

State Sen. Jose M. Serrano (D)  

State Sen. James Skoufis (D)  

State Sen. Toby Ann Stavisky (D)  
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Senate Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-

Cousins (D)  

State Sen. Kevin Thomas (D)  

State Asm. Chris Burdick (D)  

State Asm. Sandra Galef (D)  

State Asm. Alicia Hyndman (D)  

State Asm. Jonathan Jacobson (D)  

State Asm. Al Stirpe (D)  

State Asm. Clyde Vanel (D) 
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5. Increasing the Jurisdiction of the New York City Civil Court 
 

A "yes" vote supports this constitutional amendment to increase the New York City Civil Court's 

jurisdiction over lawsuits involving claims from $25,000 to $50,000. 

 

A "no" vote opposes this constitutional amendment, thus keeping the New York City Civil 

Court's jurisdiction over lawsuits involving claims at $25,000 or less. 

 

What would this ballot measure change about the NYC Civil Court? 

The ballot measure would increase the New York City Civil Court's jurisdiction over lawsuits 

involving claims for damages from $25,000 or less to $50,000 or less. 

 

What is the NYC Civil Court? 

The New York City Civil Court is a trial court with jurisdiction in New York City. The New York 

Constitution, Article VI, Section 15, establishes the NYC Civil Court, thus requiring a 

constitutional amendment to change certain aspects of the court's structure or jurisdiction. The 

Court was established on September 1, 1962, following the approval of a judicial restructuring 

amendment in 1961. As of 2021, the NYC Civil Court could hear cases related to landlord-

tenant disputes, claims for damages up to $25,000, and small claims up to $10,000. 

 

The NYC Civil Court's original jurisdiction was on claims of $10,000 or less. Voters approved a 

constitutional amendment in 1983 that increased the court's jurisdiction from $10,000 to 

$25,000. In 1995, voters rejected a constitutional amendment to increase the NYC Civil Court 

claims jurisdiction from $25,000 to $50,000. 

 

How did Proposal 5 make the ballot? 

Proposal 5 received unanimous support from state legislators, with the exception of absent or 

abstaining members, in 2020 and 2021. Of the five constitutional amendments on the ballot in 

New York for November 2, 2021, Proposal 5 was the only constitutional amendment to receive 

unanimous support from Democrats, Republicans, and independent members of the state 

Legislature. State Sen. Luis Sepulveda (D-32), the lead sponsor of Proposal 5 in the legislature, 

said the constitutional amendment was designed to address backlogs and delays in the state 

judicial system, relieve caseload burdens on other courts, and adequately adjust for inflation. 

 

Supporters 

State Sen. Brad Hoylman (D)  
State Sen. Robert Jackson (D)  
State Sen. James Sanders, Jr. (D)  

State Sen. Luis Sepulveda (D)  
State Asm. Jeffrey Dinowitz (D)  
State Asm. Richard Gottfried (D)  

 

  

 
i Source: https://ballotpedia.org/New_York_2021_ballot_measures 
 

https://ballotpedia.org/New_York_2021_ballot_measures

