
 

May 26, 2021 

Hon. Chuck Schumer 

Senate Majority Leader, U.S. Senator 

Hon. Kirsten Gillibrand 

U.S. Senator 

 

Dear Senate Majority Leader Schumer and Senator Gillibrand: 

Enclosed please find a resolution approved by Downtown Independent Democrats on May 26, 

2021 in support of Eliminating the Filibuster.  

The U.S. Constitution outlines the framework for why elimination of the filibuster is viable. The 

modern filibuster came from racist orgins and continues today to be mainly used to obstruct 

anti-racist and equity social justice policy. The U.S. Senate should amend the text of Senate 

Rule 22, which currently requires 60 votes to end debate on legislation, to allow for a simple 

majority to conduct its business. 

Sincerely, 

 

Richard Corman 

President 

enclosure 

cc: Hon. Chuck Schumer, Senate Majority Leader, U.S. Senator 

Hon. Kirsten Gillibrand, U.S. Senator 

Hon. Jerrold L. Nadler, Congressman 

Hon. Carolyn Maloney, Congressman 

Hon. Nydia Velázquez, Congressman 

Hon. Brad Hoylman, NY State Senator 

Hon. Brian Kavanagh, NY State Senator 

Hon. Harvey Epstein, NY State Senator 

Hon. Deborah J. Glick Assemblymember 

Hon. Yuh-Line Niou, Assemblymember 

Hon. Scott M. Stringer, NYC Comptroller 

Hon. Jumaane Williams, Public Advocate 

Hon. Gale Brewer, Manhattan Borough President 



  
Hon. Corey Johnson, Speaker, New York City Council 

Hon. Margaret Chin, Council Member 

Hon. Carlina Rivera, Council Member 

  



  

Resolution in Support of  

Eliminating the Filibuster 

Whereas: 

1. The U.S. Constitution outlines the framework for why elimination of the filibuster is 

constitutionally viable. 

 

a.  Art. I, § 3, Cl. 1 of the U.S. Constitution stipulates that the majority of each 

chamber of Congress constitutes a quorum to conduct business. 

 

b.  Art. I, § 2, Cl. 2; Art. I, § 3, Cl. 6; Art. I, § 5, Cl 1 & 2; Art. I, § 7, Cl. 2 & 3 outline 

that each chamber can determine its own rules of proceedings by simple majority 

through negative implication, insofar as there are explicit examples of 

supermajority requirements outlined in the original document 

 

2. Once the filibuster is removed, with a simple majority, the Democrat-led Senate could 

materially improve the life of New Yorkers in Lower Manhattan by passing federal 

legislation related to many fundamental issues for residents in our district: 

 

a. Voting rights: The "For The People Act" (H.R. 1)1 would guarantee the voting 

franchise to citizens across the country in light of Republican-designed voter-

suppression laws, and would also modernize aspects of New York’s antiquated 

voting laws.2 

 

b. Immigration: The DREAM Act would legalize undocumented immigrants, who 

tend to make up 10% of the workers in New York City including in Lower 

Manhattan.3 

 

c. Labor: The PRO Act would bolster labor rights, which would help working-class 

residents across Lower Manhattan, including independent contractors.4 

 

 
1 The Dream Act: An Overview, American Immigrant Council, retrieved April 14, 2021, 

https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/research/dream-act-overview 
2 The case for a civil rights exception to the filibuster, The Brookings Institute, retrieved April 14, 2021, 

https://www.brookings.edu/blog/how-we-rise/2021/03/08/the-case-for-a-civil-rights-exception-to-the-
filibuster/ 
3 Illegal immigration to New York City: Participation in labor force, Wikipedia, retrieved April 14, 2021, 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Illegal_immigration_to_New_York_City#Participation_in_labor_force 
4 House Passes Labor Rights Expansion, but Senate Chances Are Slim, NY Times, retrieved April 14, 

2021, https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/09/us/politics/house-labor-rights-bill.html 

https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/research/dream-act-overview
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/how-we-rise/2021/03/08/the-case-for-a-civil-rights-exception-to-the-filibuster/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/how-we-rise/2021/03/08/the-case-for-a-civil-rights-exception-to-the-filibuster/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Illegal_immigration_to_New_York_City#Participation_in_labor_force
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/09/us/politics/house-labor-rights-bill.html


  
d. Criminal-justice reform and public safety: The COVID–19 Hate Crimes Act would 

strengthen enforcement towards discrimination against Asian-Americans.5 

 

e. Women's rights: people's rights of autonomy over their own body, including 

freedom to have abortions and freedom of transgender expression 

 

f. Climate change: The CLEAN Act, which would create a clean energy standard 

helping reduce emissions nationwide and New York State.6  

 

g. Transportation Infrastructure: The American Jobs Act, the Biden infrastructure 

plan.7 

 

h. Housing Infrastructure: Passing legislation to fully fund NYCHA and eliminate any 

capital shortfalls that plague public housing.8 

 

3. A simple majority of Democratic Senators represents over 40 million more people than 

their Republican counterparts in the chamber, accounting for 29 seats from the most 

populous half of states. 

 

4. According to recent polls, 67% of Americans support the Biden COVID-19 stimulus 

program[1], the American Rescue Plan, and 73% of Americans support the initial 

framework of the Biden infrastructure plan[2]. 

 

5. The Articles of Confederation required nine of 13 states to agree to pass legislation, 

leaving the federal government unable to meet the challenges of the time. 

 

a. Alexander Hamilton wrote in Federalist No. 22 that “to give a minority a negative 

upon the majority (which is always the case where more than a majority is 

requisite to a decision), is, in its tendency, to subject the sense of the greater 

number to that of the lesser…If a pertinacious minority can control the opinion of 

a majority, respecting the best mode of conducting it, the majority, in order that 

 
5 COVID-19 Hate Crimes Act, Congress.gov, https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-

bill/728/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hirono%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=1 
 
6 Federal Efforts to Address Climate Change, American Public Power Association, retrieved April 14, 

2021, https://www.publicpower.org/policy/federal-efforts-address-climate-
change#:~:text=The%20legislation%2C%20as%20proposed%20in,clean%20energy%20sources%20by%
202050 
7 FACT SHEET: The American Jobs Plan, The White House, retrieved April 14, 2021, 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/03/31/fact-sheet-the-american-jobs-
plan/ 
8 Lawmakers seek billions for public housing from Biden’s infrastructure package, NY Daily News, 

retrieved April 14, 2021, https://www.nydailynews.com/news/politics/us-elections-government/ny-biden-
infrastructure-public-housing-funds-torres-20210330-ppuubjkkljaa5ciysylqh23ebm-story.html 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/728/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hirono%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/728/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hirono%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=1
https://www.publicpower.org/policy/federal-efforts-address-climate-change#:~:text=The%20legislation%2C%20as%20proposed%20in,clean%20energy%20sources%20by%202050
https://www.publicpower.org/policy/federal-efforts-address-climate-change#:~:text=The%20legislation%2C%20as%20proposed%20in,clean%20energy%20sources%20by%202050
https://www.publicpower.org/policy/federal-efforts-address-climate-change#:~:text=The%20legislation%2C%20as%20proposed%20in,clean%20energy%20sources%20by%202050
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/03/31/fact-sheet-the-american-jobs-plan/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/03/31/fact-sheet-the-american-jobs-plan/
https://www.nydailynews.com/news/politics/us-elections-government/ny-biden-infrastructure-public-housing-funds-torres-20210330-ppuubjkkljaa5ciysylqh23ebm-story.html
https://www.nydailynews.com/news/politics/us-elections-government/ny-biden-infrastructure-public-housing-funds-torres-20210330-ppuubjkkljaa5ciysylqh23ebm-story.html


  
something may be done, must conform to the views of the minority; and thus the 

sense of the smaller number will overrule that of the greater, and give a tone to 

the national proceedings. Hence, tedious delays; continual negotiation and 

intrigue; contemptible compromises of the public good…Its situation must always 

savor of weakness, sometimes border upon anarchy.” 

 

b. James Madison wrote in Federalist No. 58 that “in all cases where justice or the 

general good might require new laws to be passed, or active measures to be 

pursued, the fundamental principle of free government would be reversed. It 

would be no longer the majority that would rule: the power would be transferred  

to the minority." 

 

6. The creation of the filibuster itself was done by mistake as a result of the Senate of 1806 

modifying its rules that created a void for a mechanism to terminate debate. 

 

7. The modern filibuster is the handiwork of West Virginia U.S. Senator Robert Byrd, an 

active Ku Klux Klan member and Dixiecrat who stood in the way of the Civil Rights Act of 

1964. 

 

1. Abuse of the modern filibuster devalues the Senate, Congress, threatens to 

derail our system of government, and blunts legislative accountability.[3] 

 

2. Abuse of the modern filibuster has stopped major legislation that would 

overwhelmingly support communities of color and non-English speaking 

immigrants like the Affordable Care Act and the DREAM Act. 

 

3. Abuse of the modern filibuster has been utilized as a tool of racism, with 

approximately 50% of filibusters between 1917 and 1994 deployed to stop civil 

rights legislation, including anti-lynching bills.[4] 

Therefore be it resolved that the Downtown Independent Democrats supports: 

1. That the U.S. Senate amend the text of Senate Rule 22, which currently requires 60 

votes to end debate on legislation, to allow for a simple majority to conduct its business. 

 

Grassroots Action Plan: 

For the ending the filibuster: 



  
● Invite Membership  to use these tools to email, call, & petition elected officials about 

ending the filibuster.  

○ Black Lives Matter (the org's) email sending campaign to end the filibuster.  

● Poor People's Campaign Call Your Senator Tool.  

● Women's March Petition to End the Filibuster.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[1] http://maristpoll.marist.edu/npr-marist-poll-the-biden-administration/#sthash.nQh2VH4E.dpbs 

[2]https://www.commondreams.org/news/2021/04/06/73-us-voters-including-57-republicans-back-bidens-225-trillion-

infrastructure-plan 

[3] https://www.brennancenter.org/sites/default/files/2019-08/Report_Filibuster%20Abuse.pdf 

[4] https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2021/03/24/mitch-mcconnell-is-wrong-heres-filibusters-racial-history/ 

 

https://actionnetwork.org/letters/2103_email_blm_endthefilibuster/?source=em21_210326_HR1georgia&link_id=1&can_id=5edc3994f7f9a16ea5dac55ae70e0c36&email_referrer=email_1124278&email_subject=they-arrested-a-black-woman-for-defending-our-right-to-vote
https://www.poorpeoplescampaign.org/moral-mondays-first-100-days/
https://nomorefilibuster.com/?akid=1128.1957645.PdX1ii&rd=1&redirect=https%3A%2F%2Fsecure.actblue.com%2Fdonate%2Feliminate-the-filibuster&referrer=group-womens-march-actions&source=direct_link&t=2
http://maristpoll.marist.edu/npr-marist-poll-the-biden-administration/#sthash.nQh2VH4E.dpbs
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2021/04/06/73-us-voters-including-57-republicans-back-bidens-225-trillion-infrastructure-plan
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2021/04/06/73-us-voters-including-57-republicans-back-bidens-225-trillion-infrastructure-plan
https://www.brennancenter.org/sites/default/files/2019-08/Report_Filibuster%20Abuse.pdf
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2021/03/24/mitch-mcconnell-is-wrong-heres-filibusters-racial-history/
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