
MINUTES 

Surry County Republican Party 

Executive Committee Meeting 

Thursday, January 16, 2020 

The Surry County Republican party Executive Committee met on Thursday, January 16, 2020 at Little 

Italy Italian Restaurant, Dobson, NC at 6:30 p.m. The meeting was called to order by Chairman Mark 

Jones. The invocation was given by Terrell Stephens and the pledge to the flag was led by Kevin Shinault. 

There were 30 members and guests present. A motion to approve the agenda was made by Mark 

Bender, seconded by Walter Harris and passed unanimously.  Mark brought the Chairman’s report 

where he summarized some of the major accomplishments from last year. Among these were the move 

to partisan school board elections that were approved by the county and the state legislature, and the 

passage of the Second Amendment Resolution by the Surry County Commissioners. Mark noted that 

several neighboring counties have passed similar resolutions and many others are considering the same 

move.  Mark stressed that now we all must get every precinct chair to organize their precinct and 

prepare for the November 3 election.  

Gayle Norman brought the Vice Chair’s Report. She reiterated that her focus is reaching the young 

people and getting them into the party and voting Republican. She is looking at a Shooting event to be 

held in conjunction with the sheriffs department.  Mark Marion made a motion to fund up to $1,000 for 

this event, seconded by Terrell Stephens and passed.  

The minutes of the September 18, 2019 meeting were presented and will be emailed to members. Dan 

Kiger made a motion to accept the minutes, seconded by Mark Bender and passed. 

Mark gave the treasurers’ report. He said that it was brought to our attention that some businesses had 

written checks for the Big Money draw down which is not allowed. He said those businesses were 

having their checks returned and if they want to make a $100 personal donation that will be accepted.  

New Business 

The Surry County Republican Convention will be held on March 7, 2020 at Temple Baptist Church in 

Mount Airy. Attendees must be in line by 8:30 am in order to be seated for the convention. Volunteers 

were asked to sign up to help set up on Friday night. Mark brought the following names for the 

Credentials Committee: Kim Wilson, Virginia Forestieri, Angie Moser and Paula Stanley.  Keith Senter 

made a motion to accept those names, seconded by Vicki Putnam and passed. Gayle and Wanda Stanley 

will be in charge of the refreshments. Those interested in attending the 5th district meeting and state 

convention were reminded of the need to sign up. As things stand now we will be in the 10th district next 

year and the current representative, Patrick McHenry, will be having a meet and greet on Thursday, 

January 23 at Mountain View Restaurant in Pilot Mountain at 6 pm. 

Mark said that we will do another big money draw down next year since it has been so successful for the 

party. However, he said this year he, nor any of the committee will chase down people for their money 

or tickets. This has been a problem for the last 3 years and should not be an issue. He hopes that 

everyone will do their part to sell tickets and turn them in when scheduled.  



The Elections board has consolidated Precincts.  Both Pilot 1 and 2 will be called Pilot, all 3 Elkins will be 

Elkin, Dobson 1 and 2 will be Dobson combined, and Mount Airy 3 and 4 will be Mount Airy combined.  

Treva Kirkman was approved for South Westfield and Brody Lovill for Stewarts Creek 1.  

The need for a headquarters for a few months prior to the November election was discussed. Dr. Merlo 

has secured a location in Elkin. However, there is not one for Mount Airy. Mark encouraged everyone to 

give this some thought and help find a good location for August-October of this year.   

Mark brought up the desire for a candidates forum before the primary in March. After much discussion 

about the time frame and the details a motion was made by Paula Stanley to forgo a forum before the 

primary, seconded by Scott Elvis and passed.  Mark said that any candidate can post on the party’s 

Facebook page which is a valuable tool. Mark encouraged us to use social media to reach the voters 

with our message and candidates.  Samona Creasy asked about our policy on sending flowers or money 

on the death of Republican family members. It was decided to handle this on a case by case basis.  

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 

Paula Stanley 

 


