
 

Republican Party of Surry County 

July 22, 2020 

Executive Committee Meeting 

The Executive Committee members of the Surry County Republican party met at the Pilot Knob Park at 

6:30 p.m. Prior to calling the meeting to order, the group was introduced to Curtiss Scott who is the new 

field director for the Trump Campaign in our area. He gave us a brief introduction and told us some of 

his plans for re-electing the President.  The meeting was then called to order by Chairman Mark Jones. 

The invocation was given by Kevin Shinault and the pledge to the flag was led by Keith Senter. There 

were 28 members and guests present. We welcomed Sandra Swaim, the new precinct chair of Rockford. 

A motion to approve the agenda was made by Mark Bender, seconded by Todd Harris and passed 

unanimously.  Mark brought the Chairman’s report where he told the group that our main focus for the 

next several months will be to elect Republicans and hold our elected officials’ feet to the fire. He 

stressed the importance of the upcoming election on November 3 and how we all must work to re-elect 

Donald Trump and all the other Republicans.  

Mark also distributed a copy of the letter read by Samona “Monie” Creasy before the board of 

commissioners meeting on Monday, July 20. Her comments were directed at Chairman Larry Johnson, 

who signed a letter presented to town mayors and the commissioners on behalf of the local NAACP. The 

letter was signed by Mr. Johnson without consulting with the other commissioners. Commissioners 

Eddie Harris and Van Tucker expressed their displeasure with Mr. Johnson’s actions, while 

commissioners Mark Marion and Bill Goins were more guarded in their response. Mr. Johnson was 

absent from the meeting. Mark Jones said that we should take this opportunity to tell others what has 

been done since many people are unaware.  

In the interest of time, the minutes were approved without being read, with a motion by Wanda Stanley 

and seconded by Delena Fletcher and passed unanimously. The minutes will be posted on the web site.  

Carrie Brendle, treasurer, brought the financial report to the group. The balance as of 7-21-20 is 

$33,920.40. Mark thanked everyone who helped get the headquarters set up. Special thanks go to 

Walter Harris and Lisa for painting the inside. He also thanked Mark Bender and his son for the sign for 

the headquarters.  

Mark noted that the Elkin headquarters have moved to a very good site on Main Street. Dr. Merlo and 

Ann, along with others in Elkin, have made this happen. George Sanborn and Jana Smith have agreed to 



see that the site is managed. George said they plan to open to the public on August 1 and they have 

been meeting every Thursday for a while with around 12 people attending these gatherings. Todd Harris 

has agreed to manage the Mt. Airy headquarters. A sheet was passed around where members could sign 

up if they were willing to volunteer at the headquarters. We plan on opening on August 1 as well. Kevin 

Shinault noted that we should consider putting a camera outside in case of vandalism. Scott Elvis said he 

had a camera system that he would allow us to use for this purpose. Mark Bender said he has a laptop 

computer that he would allow us to use for recording the sales of election materials in order to help 

Carrie with her record keeping. We are hoping to be open 3 days initially with the option of more time 

as we get closer to November 3. We are picking up 247 signs tomorrow from the Trump Campaign. 

Wanda Stanley has purchased Trump items for us to sale. Carrie stressed that anything sold by the party 

must have the purchaser’s information for the State Board of Elections.  

Mark then moved onto the issue of our annual fundraiser. He began by saying that with the coronavirus 

situation we are dealing with now, he believes that a draw down with a large crowd and food will be out 

of the question this year. Since we usually clear $20,000 to $24,000 from this event an alternate plan 

was requested. Gayle Norman said that she wanted to know who felt that having a fund raiser was a 

good idea and if we voted to do something then she expected our total participation. Several ideas were 

discussed such as a draw down without food, a virtual drawdown or just a mail out plea for donations. 

Paula Stanley mentioned that she had seen a fundraiser party held without an in-person meeting or 

party. The County Party could mail out the “invitation” and request that donations be made to help us 

with the upcoming election. A motion was made by Kevin Shinault to have the “party without a party” 

fundraiser, seconded by Mark Bender and passed unanimously. After much discussion on the details, a 

committee was formed to work out the details. The committee is Jordan and Megan Stein, Dwight Seal, 

George Sanborn, Mark Jones and Paula Stanley. A group of volunteers will gather to stuff the envelopes 

and get them out soon. The addressees will be past supporters of the drawdown, which we have on file.  

While some felt that some donors may be offended by the ask for money, other Executive Committee 

members said they would call people they have sold to in the past and explain our situation and 

encourage them to give. Mark Jones mentioned using Pioneer printing for the invitations and envelopes. 

The committee will meet as soon as possible to get this fundraiser out in order to have funds available 

for candidates. 

Mark then moved to his proposed spending plan for the party (attached). He reminded us that we have 

$33,920 on hand and hope to add at least $20,000 through a fund raiser. He proposes spending most of 

our funds on hand between August or September and running through the election on November 3. The 

spending will support Trump, Forest and then continue on down the line to support all Republican 

candidates. He stressed that if we lose in November, money in our account will do our Country little 

good. He also said that experts believe that a third of voters will vote absentee, a third in early voting 

and remaining voters on election day. As early voting starts soon, we have to be ready to engage voters. 

Mark Bender made a motion to accept Mark Jones spending proposal, seconded by Scott Elvis and 

passed unanimously. Mark stressed the importance of all precincts being manned on election day. He 

also asked for volunteers to manage volunteers at the four locations for early voting. Dobson-Rita 

Johnson, Mt Airy-Todd Harris, Elkin-George Sanborn, and Pilot Mountain-Paula Stanley. The four will 

recruit others so that the early voting polls will be fully manned by the party during voting hours.  

Mark then introduced Jordan and Megan Stein to the group. They have agreed to head up the Foothills 

Young Republicans which will include Surry, Stokes and Yadkin County. This group grew out of the Surry 



County Republican Party Youth effort.  Young adults between the ages of 18-40 are eligible to join. They 

stressed that they need members and leadership.  They have worked towards an official charter from 

the National Young Republicans which should happen sometime this year once membership levels and 

administrative issues are handled. 

Mark brought up the Surry Young Republicans Facebook Group and Page that were started by Scott 

Elvis.  Scott agreed to start these Facebook outlets as part of a subcommittee of the Surry County 

Republican Party.  This subcommittee was formed to advance the Surry GOP Youth Effort.  At least 8-10 

members of the Surry County Republican Party were involved in subcommittee meetings where Scott 

agreed to start these Facebook outlets for the Surry County Republican Party.  Scott now refuses to 

allow the Party access to this page and intends to run it for his own goals and objectives.  The future of 

this group is unclear. 

Paula told the group about the upcoming Salt and Light event, September 19 at Temple Baptist Church. 

The group has joined with the NC Faith and Freedom Coalition. The headliner of the event will be Judge 

Jeanine Pirro. 

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 

 

Presented by Paula Stanley, Secretary, September 23, 2020 

 

 


