
REPUBLICAN PARTY OF SURRY COUNTY 

SEPTEMBER 23, 2020 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 

The Executive Committee members of the Surry County Republican party met at the Pilot Knob Park at 

6:30 p.m. With 19 members present, along with a number of guests, the meeting was opened with a 

welcome from chairman Mark Jones. Earl Blackburn opened with prayer and a pledge to our flag was led 

by Chuck Koubenec. A motion to accept the agenda was offered by Dwight Seal, seconded by Walter 

Harris and passed.  

Mark Jones gave his chairman’s report with an overview of the 2020 election. He reminded everyone of 

the beginning of early voting on October 15 with polls in Elkin, Mt. Airy, Dobson and Pilot Mountain. 

Successfully manning these polls was discussed. Trump election signs continue to be in huge demand. 

The Foothills Young Republicans cooperated with the Surry County Republican Party to conduct a Door 

Knocking Campaign for Dan Forest on September 12. Another one will be done on October 10 hopefully. 

This one will feature Trump, Forest and possibly one other candidate. Elkin continues to meet weekly 

with 20-40 people attending. Mark and Gayle Norman went last week and were very impressed with 

their organization. Elkin is spearheading a Back the Blue rally on October 9. A gun will be given to a law 

enforcement person and a general raffle for a 410 Leaver Action Henry rifle will also be held for the 

public. Earl had tickets and they are also available at the Mt. Airy headquarters. Following that event, a 

fundraiser for Mark Robertson will be held at Southern on Main. Tickets for that event start at $150 and 

space is limited. The Dan Forest event held at the Barn on August 25 raised $39,600 with $5,500 

donated by the Surry county republican party.  

Surry GOP’s direct mail program is in place.  16,500 voter guides that we had designed and printed have 

been mailed before Absentee ballots could be returned with another mailing of 16,500 coming right 

before early voting starts and another of 16,500 to go out before November 3. We purchased another 

19,000+ guides to be handed out by volunteers at Early Voting and on November 3.   

Earl Blackburn reported that at the Elkin headquarters all visitors are asked if they are registered to vote 

and they have registered 105 new voters.  

Gayle Norman brought the Vice Chair report. She reviewed the early voting sites and distributed a list of 

possible volunteers for each of the 4 locations. The need for poll observers was discussed. With each 

polling location being eligible for 2 Poll Observers plus at large Observers, there is a need for at least 58 

people to be Observers. Gayle has already compiled a list of 15 people who have expressed an interest 

in serving as a poll observer or campaign worker. Anyone interested should let Gayle know as soon as 

possible. Training will be held on line or possibly at headquarters by a lawyer from the party.  

A motion to suspend the reading of the July 22 minutes was made by Darin Moser, seconded by Walter 

Harris and passed. The minutes will be posted on the web page.  

Carrie Brendle, treasurer, brought the report. The balance as of 7-21-20 was $33,920.40. Spending for 

merchandise to sell at headquarters, mailers, rental of the Barn for election night gathering, donation to 

Faith and Freedom rally and others expenses has reduced our balance to around $8,800. Mark plans to 

make a final donation to the Trump campaign in late October. 



Foothills Young Republican Megan Stein updated us on their work. They have met 5 times since 

organizing, adopted a constitution and elected officers. Megan is Chairman, Brody Lovill is Vice Chair, 

Jonathan Walker Treasurer and Jordan Stein is Director of Communications. Megan hopes to get a bank 

account for the group set up next week. They have an email list of 30 potential members. They knocked 

on 400 doors, with help from the Surry GOP, and plan to do this again in October. They are also 

participating in Mayberry Days this coming weekend and will have “Trump Loves Mayberry” t shirts for 

sale. Their next meeting is October 1 at the headquarters in Mt. Airy.  

Mark brought a motion to retain a local attorney for the party. He recommended Jody Mitchell who has 

agreed to serve us in this position.  Mark’s motion also included the move to give him the authority to 

find another attorney if Jody is unable to serve the entire time needed.  The motion passed 

unanimously. 

The need to have a meeting on precinct organization was discussed and decided to meet next Monday, 

September 28 at 6:30 p.m. at headquarters.  This meeting with include a subcommittee of the Executive 

Committee.  Anyone who is interested can attend.  Signs need to be set aside and organized for each 

precinct prior to election night. Todd Harris said he would see that his signs are delivered since they are 

larger than others.  Dwight Seal, Brodie Lovill, and Gayle Norman agreed to see that this gets done. 

Mark will contact candidates to let them know we need their signs for distribution. One or two precinct 

chairmen need to be replaced soon and Mark will be working on that. 

With no further business the meeting was dismissed. 

Respectfully submitted  

Paula K Stanley 

 


