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Good evening, my name is Chad McHenry (3633 Larkspur Dr. Franklinton), and I am the 
Chairman of the Granville County Republican Party. I am speaking tonight for freedom over 
mandates, liberty over government control, and to advocate for parents who want the option to 
choose whether or not their child wears a mask this school year.   
I found your core values on your School Board website. One of which is Customer Focus, which 
states: “A quality organization’s primary goal is to meet and exceed customers’ needs. The first 
step is knowing our customer and building a system to meet their needs”. I believe the “customer” 
you are referring to is the student and parent. 
As a principled conservative I believe that parents, the “customers” you speak of, have a 
fundamental and absolute right to direct the upbringing and education of their children. I believe 
parents, not the government, should be the ultimate decision-makers for their children.  
Meyer v. Nebraska, (1923), Pierce v. Society of Sisters, (1925) Prince v. Massachusetts, (1944,)  
and Stanley v. Illinois,  (1972)  In all these cases the Supreme Court confirmed that there is a 
constitutional dimension to the right of parents to direct the upbringing of their children. "It is 
cardinal with us that the custody, care and nurture of the child reside first in the parents, whose 
primary function and freedom include preparation for obligations the state (meaning you or Gov. 
Cooper) can neither supply nor hinder”. 
The Supreme Court stated in addition to the specific freedoms protected by the Bill of Rights, the 
'liberty' specially protected by the Due Process Clause includes the right to direct the education and 
upbringing of one's children".  In light of these extensive precedents, the Due Process Clause of 
the 14th Amendment plainly protects the fundamental right of parents to make decisions 
concerning the care, custody, and control of their children.    
The U.S. Supreme Court declared that “the liberty interest of parents in the care, custody, and 
control of their children—is perhaps the oldest of the fundamental liberty interests recognized by 
[the] Court.”   
In other words, the Constitution protects the rights of parents to raise and educate their children 
consistent with their beliefs and values. Ultimately it is the parent’s, not the government’s, duty to 
oversee their children’s general health and well-being. 
In closing, you the School Board are an elected body of government by the parents, of the parents, 
for the students. We the parents know what is best for our children. We demand freedom over 
mandates, liberty over government control and a mask option for all our Granville County Public 
School Students. 


