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Good evening Mr. Chairman, members of the Board, honored guests. My name is Michael Magnanti, 4291 
Belltown Road, and I am the Vice-Chairman of the Granville County Republican Party. Thank you for giving me 
the opportunity to speak to you all tonight.  

The issue at hand does not put you all in an enviable position yet again, and I hope that you all know that isn’t 
lost on us.  

These issues are especially important to me because I have two children at Stovall-Shaw and my wife teaches at 
J.F. Webb. 

With very few exceptions, the First Amendment prohibits governments from telling people that they can’t speak or 
otherwise communicate as they please (this applies not only to words, but also to “expressive conduct”). It also 
prohibits governments from “telling people what they must say.” This makes mask mandates dangerously close to 
a violation of our first amendment rights, and I imagine we will see that argument play out in court very soon.  

It is my opinion that your only choice tonight is to agree that masks for the 2021-2022 school year be optional in 
Granville County. This is the best decision for the school board because it removes all liability or responsibility 
from not only the school board but the administration, staff, and teachers. 

An optional policy, compliant with the “tool kit”, places the responsibility and liability where it belongs and that is 
with the individual teacher, employee, and parents. The fact is whether I, or my children wear a mask is not up to 
you. That decision is mine, and I believe you all should be respectful of that choice.  

Another option y’all have is to in some fashion abide by the “tool kit”, taking on the responsibility, liability and of 
course, added expenses. Should that be your decision I believe that all exemptions should be honored as a matter 
of policy with no “documentation or further proof” as stated in Governor Cooper’s Executive Order 224 issued on 
July 29th. Executive Order 224 gives clear direction in reference to mask exemptions. It tells you to follow the 
guidance set forth in Executive order 209, Section 204.  

I have a medical condition that I don’t need doctor verification for. I am hard of hearing. Mask wearing makes it 
harder to speak, be heard, and otherwise communicate, especially considering that we use facial expressions — 
which are largely concealed by masks — to communicate a lot of information when we speak and I depend very 
heavily on facial expressions and to a lesser degree, lip reading. I don’t have a doctor’s verification for this 
medical condition because it’s cost prohibitive for me, and there are many people like me.  
For these few reasons I’ve described above, and many others I don’t have time to express, I sincerely hope that 
you take my remarks into consideration as you make these decisions. Our families and our kids have all been 
through enough. Thank you for your time.  
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