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…. FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE …. 
 
The Granville County Republican Party, its Chairman Chad McHenry, and Vice-Chairman Michael 
Magnanti are frustrated and angered with the Granville County School Board’s incredible ability to 
avoid a decision about consolidation.  
 
Chairman McHenry said, “The lengths that this board has gone to not decide is truly astounding. Board 
member Peace’s motion for yet another study amazed us, and when it passed, we were left speechless”.  
 
Board member Houlihan said he “understood” that Chairman Richardson was “frustrated” with the 
boards indecisiveness on consolidation but was “in a different place” than he was when they started and 
“is ready to vote”. Then he seconded board member Peace’s ridiculous motion for yet another study, 
which prevented the vote he had just said he was ready to make. Truly Amazing!!! 
 
Vice Chairman Magnanti was astounded by the obvious effort of the majority of the board to avoid 
making a decision on this issue. “I don’t think that they understand that not deciding is still a choice. It is 
a choice that can only have negative consequences. The communities that this decision will affect have 
lost all confidence in this board. I’ve never seen such indecisiveness in my life.”. 
 
“This indecision, coupled with the absurd and arbitrary mask mandate will send students onto the rolls of 
accepting charter schools along with the funds attached to those students.” (It should be noted that 
Oxford Preparatory School has just voted to approve an optional mask policy.) 
 
Thankfully, Amanda LaBrecque was their last night to try and get a decision out of this board. Mrs. 
LaBrecque is obviously frustrated, and even made a motion to repeal/revisit the ridiculous Peace Study. 
That motion was ruled out of order but was sure to fail. It would have forced the board back to a decision 
about school closings, and they obviously want to avoid that at all costs.  
 
Chairman Richardson’s frustration is all too obvious. At this point there is no telling when a decision on 
consolidation will happen. Certainly not anytime soon. Students, teachers, and families are left to twist in 
the wind yet again. 
 

 


