


1 

Dave’s Plan to Put Wyoming First 
Whether it be our wide open spaces, friendly people, or our 
independent lifestyle, we have special values here in Wyoming, 
and we contribute tremendously to our fellow Americans. 

Our state supports our Nation’s energy independence, with 
America’s largest uranium and coal reserves, along with 
abundant natural gas, wind, and solar. States to the east and 
west of us benefit every day as they transport goods across the 
country on I-80 or use our rail network. We raise the highest 
quality wool in America, and the finest grass-fed beef. Millions of 
American families travel through our national parks each year for 
their summer vacation. 

And yet, our state’s economy is in trouble. For overall 
economic health, we are ranked last of all 50 states, putting our 
communities at risk. What’s worse is that too many of our 
families can’t afford health insurance.  

My plan to Put Wyoming First is about taking care of 
Wyomingites. We deserve a senator that will put Wyoming 
families ahead of donors, personal careers, and party bosses.  

But talk is cheap. That’s why I’ve come up with a detailed plan 
for what I will do as your U.S. Senator, why I want this job, and 
what I can do for you and your family. 

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Republican Candidate  
for U.S. Senate 
 

I plan to keep my commitments. Which is why on page 4, I’m 
listing them for you—so you can hold me 100% accountable  
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Seven Commitments to the Families of 
Wyoming 
 
1. I commit to Put Wyoming First. Everything I say or 

do will put Wyoming Families First. My purpose will be 
to improve the lives of Wyomingites and all Americans, 
not to advance my political career or the interests of 
donors. I will speak respectfully to others, listen to them 
with the same intensity as I speak my mind, and look 
for solutions without pride of authorship. I commit to be 
the senator known not for compromise, but instead for 
his ability to get things done. 
 

2. I commit to insure our open spaces are protected 
for our great-grandchildren. I will use Wyoming’s 
U.S. Senate seat to block any effort to sell or transfer 
ownership or management of public land to outside 
developers via the state government. I will carefully 
scrutinize any lease or transfer of our land which leads 
to restrictions on public access. Finally, I commit to 
finding neighborly solutions to creating easements to 
public land currently cut off from access. 

 
3. I commit to work to reduce the influence of 

money in Congressional politics. Within my first 
year in office, I will propose legislation and rules to 
forbid House and Senate candidates from accepting 
money from political action committees, and any 
federal office holder from accepting donations of any 
kind prior to six months before re-election. The 
legislation will require all types of political action 
committees to disclose sources of contributions no less 
than quarterly, and to file a final report two weeks prior 
to election day. 
 

4. I commit to fight for term limits. Under no 
circumstances will I run for more than two terms as 
your U.S. Senator. Beyond that, if offered I would 
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refuse any re-nomination for the Senate. I will do 
everything possible to bring term limits (two terms for 
Senators, six terms for House members) to a vote in 
the House and Senate late summer 2020. 
 

5. I commit to work my behind off, to build a 
powerful new Wyoming state economy. I will use 
the influence of Wyoming’s U.S. Senate seat and the 
nationwide business network I have, to build a broader, 
stronger state economy. Rather than ask out-of-state 
companies to fix our economy, we will build it from 
within while preserving our open spaces and way of life. 
We will expand entrepreneurship and break down 
barriers that limit Wyoming from turning our raw 
materials into finished products. I will bring federal 
funding and private sector support for career and 
technical training. Congress will pass an infrastructure 
bill that credits Wyoming’s contribution to the Nation, 
not our population.  
 

6. I commit to take a wrecking ball to the anti-
competitive tactics of the healthcare industry. I 
will use my free-market Republican values to take a 
wrecking ball to the anti-competitive practices of the 
pharmaceutical and healthcare insurance industry, so 
that the children and parents of Wyoming have access 
to affordable medicine and insurance. We will put the 
safety and health of our families ahead of donors. 

 
7. I commit to do whatever it takes to make the 

Powder River thrive again. I will work tirelessly to 
change the way we approach the national conversation 
on coal so we can open export terminals and fund new 
technologies. With these we can make coal part of the 
energy solution for the next generation. 
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Meet Dave 

I grew up 36 miles south of Cheyenne near Laporte, 
Colorado (population 500) in a good Republican family. My 
business career took me all over the country (creating 
twenty thousand good jobs across 22 states is hard work), 
but like all imports, I got to Wyoming as fast as I could. I 
settled close to the rest of my family near Kelly and that’s 
been my home base for the last 20 years, though until this 
campaign I still traveled a lot for work. 

Back when I was a kid, the only difference between 
northern Colorado and Wyoming was where you could buy 
fireworks and beer. Most of our leaders were Republican, 
there were wide-open spaces, and the economy was based 
on ranching and farming. 

My parents raised me to pray hard for the Denver Broncos, 
chew tobacco, and to shoot straight. If I was bored, they 
sent me out to the lake to fish for crappies. In the summer, 
we went to Frontier Days, and in my later years my worst 
habit was Red Man tobacco. Mom loved horses, so my 
sister and I spent our early summers riding. Later I became 
an Eagle Scout, and about the worst thing I ever did was 
smuggle fireworks into Colorado. 

Mom taught 8th grade science, and because our neighbors 
were ranchers and farmers, it was not unusual for her to 
fill our freezer with livestock parts, which she’d use for her 
class. My dad collected guns, we hunted in the nearby 
fields, and to save money we reloaded our own shells.  

My dad made farm equipment for the sugar beet industry, 
and he did well for a while, but eventually Jimmy Carter’s 
high interest rates caught up with him and he had to 
auction off his business. That left me needing to work in 
college to pay tuition, taking on some pretty tough jobs – 
including one at a slaughterhouse. 
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But I wouldn’t say that I started out with nothing—my 
parents gave me a good set of values, I had some great 
teachers growing up, and some luck when I needed it. 

 

 

 

About thirty-five years ago, as Colorado got crowded, my 
family began the move to Wyoming. Over the years my 
mother, stepfather, brother, sister, and her in-laws moved 
to communities around Jackson—not as elites to retire, but 
as a family with no real money, who simply had a need to 
work hard and had a love for the outdoors. 

My family loves Wyoming. My brother and my sister were 
each married here, and so were Wendy and I. My dog was 
buried here, and one day I will be, too. 

I’m telling you this as a candidate for U.S. Senate because 
growing up in a small ranching and farming community is 
where I got my values. Later I learned some skills, which 
I’d like to bring to the job as well, but business and 
economic skills don’t matter if they aren’t governed by 
good values.  
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Putting Wyoming Families First 
 

“We drink from wells we did not dig. We are warmed by 
fires we did not kindle.” 

    Deuteronomy 6:11 

We need a new way of doing business. My party gained 
control over the House, the Senate, and the Presidency, 
and by my measurement we have very little legislative 
success to show for our first two years. It’s time to step 
back and acknowledge that our senate has failed us and 
the President. 

• We passed the second highest spending plan in U.S. 
history 

• We have no infrastructure plan 
• We have no healthcare plan 
• We have no immigration plan 
• Our deficit is climbing with no end in sight 
• We have no plan to save social security in 2034 

While we passed a tax plan in December, it was sloppy and 
did not give enough relief to the hardworking middle class 
and gave too much to those who needed no “relief.” It also 
failed to do anything to simplify a tax code that is up to 
74,000 pages, nearly all of which were written by lobbyists 
for the benefit of donors. 

Our only accomplishments are not the result of a hard-
working senate, but instead through executive orders and 
the individual actions of President Trump.  

We mustn’t confuse what Donald Trump has done, 
with what our Senate has failed to do. 

We need a new way of doing business. That will require 
changing out horses, because John Barrasso and Mitch 
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McConnell like things just the way they are, and they have 
squandered our party’s best opportunity in a generation to 
show that the Republican Party knows how to govern. 

Our choice this election comes down to business as usual, 
or time to put voters first. If we as voters don’t insist on 
competence and results – then we and our children get 
what we deserve. 

I want to do business differently – and it can be summed 
up in three simple words: 

Put Wyoming First 

That phrase says families come before donors, personal 
careers, and party squabbling. That being a Public Servant 
means exactly that—a senator’s duty is to the families he 
represents, with equal representation to the most powerful 
man as the humblest among us. 

If we are to put families first, then we must also rethink 
how we work with the other party. The Senate gets nothing 
done without 60 votes, and because of the inaction of our 
Congress, we may very well lose our majority in the House 
of Representatives. That means we need senators who are 
willing and able to put ego and party loyalty aside to listen 
and work with the other side. Otherwise, we will end the 
Trump presidency without legislation addressing 
immigration, infrastructure, or healthcare. We will also 
leave our children and grandchildren with a bone-crushing 
level of debt, and ourselves with no retirement. 

The stakes are very high, because if we fail to take back 
our country soon, the best solutions will be gone: leaving 
our grandchildren with only very difficult choices.  

Unless you think the current way of doing business is okay, 
you need to change horses and give a new guy a shot. And 
if I fail, then you need to replace me as well. Because until 
we as voters are willing to retake the voting booth and put 
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ourselves ahead of our politicians, then we fail our children, 
as well as our democracy. We need to remind ourselves 
that there is no first-class section in the voting booth. On 
that special day which comes only once every two years, 
we are, all of us, equal in power. 

I didn’t put my name on all those hats for a reason. Put 
Wyoming First was never about me. It’s about us and our 
great grandchildren. It means we are going to start a 
movement toward taking back our government and 
returning it to the people…us. 

  

 
I Commit to Put Wyoming First 

 
Everything I say or do will put Wyoming Families 
First. My purpose will be to improve the lives of 
Wyomingites and all Americans, not to advance 
my political career or the interests of donors. I 
will speak respectfully to others, listen to them 

with the same intensity as I speak my mind, and 
look for solutions without pride of authorship. I 

commit to be the senator known not for 
compromise, but instead for  
his ability to get things done. 

 



11 

Protect our Open Spaces 
 

“I do not intend that our natural resources shall be 
exploited by the few against the interests of the many.”  

    Theodore Roosevelt 

I hear over and over from Wyomingites about how much 
we love our open spaces, and the importance of protecting 
them. It’s a value that hunters, anglers, environmentalists, 
and those of us that just like looking out the window, can 
all agree on. 

But make no mistake: our open spaces are under 
attack by John Barrasso and special interests who 
want to cut us off from our own land. They plan to do 
this by shifting control of Federal lands to our state, which 
is an easier target for them to lobby and manipulate (to try 
and take our land for themselves). While the BLM is far 
from perfect, and we need to make changes with how 
Federal land is managed, the solution is not to hand over 
the land to the state. 

While John Barrasso may be for sale, our land is not. 
For me, this issue is not negotiable. 

Most importantly, I want to protect our state’s wide open 
spaces for our great-grandchildren. But there are other 
reasons why Senator Barrasso’s plan is a bad thing for 
Wyoming.  

First, our state faces a fiscal crisis, and is in no position to 
take over the financial risk of managing millions of acres of 
land. Not only would we be one major forest fire away from 
state bankruptcy, but building out the infrastructure 
(including thousands of new state employees and 
agencies) would stress a state government that should be 
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focused on creating private sector jobs, fixing our 
healthcare mess, and creating a healthy state economy (all 
outlined in this Plan to Put Wyoming First). 

Second, the effort would take years of litigation and involve 
Constitutional issues that would end up at the Supreme 
Court, costing our state tens of millions in legal fees and 
distracting our leaders from other more critical initiatives.  

Third, it would split our state in two. I would hate to see 
our state divided for years over an issue that makes no 
financial sense, endangers our open spaces, and pits one 
neighbor against another. At a time when we need to come 
together on community issues we all agree on, we’d 
instead become a deeply divided state. 

We are already a divided nation, we don’t need to be 
a divided state. 

Finally, quite simply I don’t trust our state government on 
this issue -- because when we get in a fiscal crisis, state 
government will likely have to sell off our land to pay the 
bills. Remember, we’re not talking about what might 
happen in the next several years. Once transferred to the 
state, the risk extends for generations. We’d be trusting 
our land to an uncertain future that could risk not just 
where we hunt, but where our grandchildren hunt. Under 
financial pressures, there can be no guarantee a future 
state governor or legislature won’t make concessions to 
special interests in return for short term economic gain. 
The temptation is too great, the role of money in politics 
too enormous. 

Finally, we need to address the places in our state where 
we’ve been cut off from access to our public lands, by 
private landowners. I will hunt for ways to regain access to 
open space that has been cut off from access due to the 
sale or lease of parcels of land. I favor a requirement of 
reasonable easements over private land to maintain 
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Wyomingites’ access to public lands for hunting, fishing, 
camping, or just walking around. 

Of course, any access would need to protect the 
commercial needs of our agricultural and extraction 
industry, as well as the privacy of landowners. But this is 
Wyoming, not New York. We know how to be good 
neighbors, treat each other with respect, and work 
together to solve these issues. 

 

 
  

 
I Commit to insure our open spaces are protected 

for our great-grandchildren 
 

I will use Wyoming’s U.S. Senate seat to block 
any effort to sell or transfer ownership or 

management of public land to outside developers 
via the state government. I will carefully 

scrutinize any lease or transfer of our land which 
leads to restrictions on public access. Finally, I 

commit to finding neighborly solutions to 
creating easements to public land currently cut 

off from access. 
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Campaign Finance Reform—Not Just 
Talk 

“The sole purpose of giving is access.” 

U.S. Senator Alan Simpson 

Like Alan Simpson, I’m concerned about the influence of 
money on our representatives’ decision making, which is 
why I have a plan to address this problem.  

When I decided to run for office a few months ago, people 
told me it would be tough running against John Barrasso. 
When I asked why, they said, “Because he’s raised so much 
money.” Not once in this campaign has anyone said it’s 
because he’s done so much for Wyoming families — just 
that he has lots of money. 

That’s sad. It needs to change. It’s part of the swamp 
draining. 

I’m proposing three specific changes in the Federal 
Election Rules that will go a long way to draining the 
swamp: 

1. A U.S. Senator may not solicit or accept any 
campaign contributions until six months prior to re-
election. 

 
2. Candidates for U.S. Senate may not accept money 

from any type of corporation, entity, or Political 
Action Committee. 
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3. A Political Action Committee must publicly disclose 
all sources of contributions, no less than quarterly or 
two weeks prior to election day. 
 

With these changes, consistent with First Amendment 
principles, great things happen for us as citizens! 

1. Our senators work full-time for us, instead of 
spending 27% of their time fundraising.  
 

2. Lobbyists, PACs, and special interests lose their 
death grip on our representatives. 

 
3. Full transparency and public disclosure of all money 

that is donated to PACs. 
 

4. Senators are free to vote the interests of the families 
they serve. 

 
5. Politicians get re-elected by doing a good job, not 

because they’ve raised a lot of money. 

I will propose these changes on the Senate floor and am 
hopeful that Senator Enzi will stand with me in co-
sponsoring this bill, showing the country that Wyoming 
leads the way in draining the swamp.  

Politicians often say they want reform, but don’t propose 
anything specific, and are afraid to walk the talk. I’ve made 
my commitment to you, as directly as possible. That’s what 
it is to Put Wyoming First—ahead of donors, party, and 
personal career. 
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I commit to work to reduce the influence of 

money in Congressional politics 

Within my first year in office, I will propose 
legislation and rules to forbid House and Senate 
candidates from accepting money from political 
action committees, and any federal office holder 
from accepting donations of any kind prior to six 

months before re-election. The legislation will 
require all types of political action committees to 

disclose sources of contributions no less than 
quarterly, and to file a final report two weeks 

prior to election day. 
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Term Limits 

“Professional politicians like to talk about the value of 
experience in government. Nuts! The only experience you 

gain in politics is how to be political.”  

                          Ronald Reagan 

82% of Americans favor term limits — as does President 
Trump. Term limits will remove career politicians who rig 
the system to keep themselves in office instead of getting 
things done for us voters. 

In 1995, we were very close to achieving term limits for 
Congress, thanks to the Republican Congress that swept 
into the majority after America embraced the Contract with 
America. The Republican Congress did their part, they 
brought the Citizens Legislature Act to a vote, and our 
party voted 189 to 40 in favor. 

The Democrats killed the bill by voting against it, 163 - 38. 

(By the way, Wyoming’s Congressman Craig Thomas voted 
for the amendment). 

The problem was not the amendment, the problem was the 
timing — it was voted on a year and a half before the next 
election. This time, we Republicans need to bring the same 
bill to a vote October of 2020, right before the next 
elections, where we the voters have the most power! 

We voters will make clear to our elected officials that if they 
do not vote for term limits, we will vote them out of office 
a few weeks later (and we can bet that behind every 
incumbent that refuses to vote for term limits, there will be 
a challenger promising to uphold the voter’s will). 
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Done this way, it will pass. 

I propose this: 

A Joint Resolution to amend the Constitution, sponsored by 
the Wyoming delegation in the House and the Senate. It 
would limit senators to two terms (12 years total) and 
Representatives in the House to six terms (12 years total). 
Most importantly, it will be brought to a vote in October of 
2020, right before we vote on Congress. 

Working with Senator Enzi and Rep. Liz Cheney, the 
Equality State will build on its legacy of leadership that 
began by allowing women to vote with the enactment of 
the greatest government reform in our lifetime. 

 

 
I commit to fight for term limits 

 
Under no circumstances will I run for more than 
two terms as your U.S. Senator. Beyond that, if 

offered I would refuse any re-nomination for the 
Senate. I will do everything possible to bring term 
limits (two terms for Senators, six terms for House 
members) to a vote in the House and Senate late 

summer 2020. 
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Creating a Healthy Wyoming Economy 
 

“I've long believed one of the mainsprings of our own 
liberty has been the widespread ownership of property 
among our people and the expectation that anyone's 

child, even from the humblest of families, could grow up 
to own a business or corporation.” 

Ronald Reagan 

I’m not happy with our state's economy. Period. But like 
Ronald Reagan, I think the answer is not about begging 
and bribing out-of-state companies to bail us out, but 
instead to build our own healthy economy and Put 
Wyoming First. 

Under John Barrasso’s leadership, we fell to last place in 
the nation for the number of workers that had to leave 
Wyoming to find employment. For overall economic health, 
we were ranked last of all 50 states. 

Last place is not our destiny, and I have no patience for 
anyone who says that’s just the way it needs to be. Our 
children and grandchildren deserve a healthy economy so 
they too can have the opportunity to raise a family in this 
special place, and it’s up to us make it happen. 

I’m the right guy to help get that job done. 

I have degrees in economics and business from Stanford 
University. That alone doesn’t make me an expert – but 
thirty years as a successful entrepreneur, investor and CEO 
mentor probably does. 

I am the only candidate with experience creating private 
sector jobs, having built businesses with operations in 
twenty-two states. I’ve operated companies in highly-
regulated industries and worked side by side with labor 
unions. 
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If we want to improve our economy, we need to replace a 
career politician who has never run a business with 
someone who’s spent his whole adult life running and 
investing in businesses, and who’s helped dozens of 
entrepreneurs start and grow companies. 

I have four specific initiatives that will Put Wyoming 
First and help preserve our way of life: 

1. Promote entrepreneurship among Wyomingites 
 

2. Expand Career and Technical Education (CTE) 
 

3. Grab more of the value from our existing industries 
 

4. Rebuild our infrastructure – immediately and fairly 

Together, these four initiatives will create a healthy 
Wyoming economy while preserving our open spaces and 
way of life. 
 
Promote entrepreneurship among 
Wyomingites 
Nearly 90% of the jobs in America come from businesses 
with less than 20 employees. I say we promote 
entrepreneurship here in Wyoming, instead of importing 
jobs from out of state. 

There is nothing I know more about than entrepreneurship, 
having operated businesses in 22 states, and invested in 
over 100 others.  

My track record led the highest-ranked entrepreneurship 
program in the country to offer me a position on its faculty, 
where I have since trained hundreds more entrepreneurs. 
I’d like to lead an entrepreneurial revolution in this state, 
and I’ve got the know-how and the connections to do it. 
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Home-grown entrepreneurship is the engine that fueled 
our country’s growth—and it’s a mistake to spend 
resources recruiting companies from California to 
Wyoming. Instead let’s harness the talent of Wyoming to 
launch a generation of Wyoming company founders. 

We have no income tax, low cost of living, great outdoor 
recreation, and abundant natural resources—for these 
reasons the Small Business and Entrepreneurship 
Council ranked Wyoming as the 4th best state for small 
business. We have everything we need to get the job done, 
except leadership. 

I’ve got three specific steps to my program: 

1. Expand quality education. I know from 
experience entrepreneurs need training to succeed. 
Let’s expand our programs in our high school, 
college, and university system to nurture the next 
generation of business owners and operators. 
 

2. Take advantage of federal tax policy. We have 
twenty-five designated Subchapter-Z Opportunity 
Zones, where investors and entrepreneurs can 
relocate or begin businesses under very attractive 
Federal tax laws. As your senator, I will work with 
the Governor’s office to fast-track approval of 
businesses that qualify for Subchapter-Z 
Opportunity Zones. 
 

3. Connect investors to talented Wyomingites. 
Investors in this country are looking for trained 
entrepreneurs and good ideas. Capital follows 
people and opportunity – not the other way around. 
Rather than create a small source of start-up capital 
run by the state government that would only help a 
few entrepreneurs and have the government picking 
winners and losers, I’ll use my background to 
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connect a vast network of highly experienced 
investors to Wyoming and its people. 

 

Career and Technical Education (CTE) 
In Wyoming we have the work ethic and drive, but not 
always the training, to meet the demands of today’s 
employers who need qualified CNC operators, software 
developers, accountants, and more. Fortunately, that 
problem has a solution—expanded access to career and 
technical education. 

While John Barrasso has been in office, the Carl D. Perkins 
Career and Technical Education Act of 2006 which provided 
funding for CTE expired, and even though the House of 
Representatives passed a replacement bill 405 to 5, the 
Senate has failed to advance a bill that passed with 99% 
of the House. 

That’s the fundamental difference between me and John 
Barrasso – I understand the importance of a trained 
workforce if we want to create a healthier Wyoming 
economy. 

I will find the desk drawer where this bill is lost, and get 
this bipartisan bill passed, but only after a change in the 
population and income-based formula to provide Wyoming 
with our fair share of the funding. 

As well, given our fantastic outdoor recreation, inexpensive 
land, and low cost of living, we are a perfect state for 
private sector CTE campuses. Instead of using my Senate 
position to raise money from donors, I’ll use it to encourage 
corporate training facilities and for-profit trade schools to 
place new locations in Wyoming to train our workforce. 
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Grab value from our existing industries 
We need to Put Wyoming First and process more of our 
abundant raw goods and natural resources in-state instead 
of shipping them elsewhere for higher value processing. 
We stand to win a lot of jobs and economic rewards by 
doing this. Here are just a few examples of where we can 
build on our existing industries: 

1. Beef Processing and Marketing: Most of our 
cattle are shipped to places like Nebraska and 
Colorado to get processed, yet today’s modern 
plants create good middle-class jobs which should 
go to Wyomingites. Keeping our production in-state 
will also allow our ranchers to create a strong 
consumer brand for Wyoming steaks, allowing them 
to raise the price of their beef.  
 
I’ll work with the USDA to fast track new processing 
facilities, expand FDA marketing programs that 
favor Wyoming (such as the National Organic 
Program), work closely with the Wyoming Stock 
Growers Association to support their current 
initiatives to export our beef, and make sure Federal 
labeling laws support the marketing of Wyoming 
beef. 
 

2. Distillery/Spirits: We grow barley, corn, wheat, 
and sugar beets, which we send out of state for 
production. Given our access to fresh mountain 
water, and the cowboy image of Wyoming, we 
should expand our craft spirits industry—creating 
business opportunities and jobs for our smaller 
communities. Just like California created a brand 
around wine, we should work with companies like 
Backward Spirits of Casper, or Wyoming Whiskey of 
Kirby, to create a similar brand for Wyoming. 
 



24 

I’ll fight to get our spirits taxed competitively with 
wine, and end prohibition-era laws that penalize 
rural states with limited markets and protect states 
like California and New York—to create jobs and 
companies for our state, by Wyomingites. 
 

3. Trona: Wyoming produces nearly all the trona in the 
United States. Trona is an ingredient in the 
production of glass, detergents, and pollution 
control. With the advancement of internet retail, we 
have an opportunity to take advantage of the 
explosion of branded consumer products that can be 
easily sold on the internet.  
 
As your senator, I’ll help expedite approval of the 
Opportunity Zones established in Uinta, and 
Sweetwater county, and promote education of 
product opportunities, to expand jobs that take 
advantage of our trona resources. 
 

4. Sheep/Wool: We are among the top five sheep 
producing states, and the number one based on 
quality. Yet nearly all of that raw wool is sent out of 
state to be turned into yarn or finished products.  
 
Mountain Meadow Wool in Buffalo proves we can 
build upon the image of the rugged Rocky Mountain 
West, to spin yarn and manufacture finished 
products we can sell for a premium. Wyoming needs 
to market “Wyoming Wool,” and then manufacture 
products like blankets, horse rugs, saddle cloths, 
and sweaters – so that our sheep farmers can 
receive a premium for their wool, and we can create 
jobs for Wyomingites. 
 

5. Wind Energy: We are one of the top wind-
producing states in the country, but with few 
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exceptions, all we do is sell electrons to other states. 
Wind technology requires the manufacture and 
transportation of enormous turbine components – 
from blades to towers to nacelles, and we have a 
transportation network that connects us to virtually 
every other wind-producing state.  
 
Despite our trained workforce of electricians, we 
have allowed other states to dominate the service of 
wind components—whether it be gearbox 
refurbishment, electrical or component repair, or 
hub assembly. As your senator, when a wind project 
is proposed in Wyoming, before saying yes, I’ll be 
asking how many of those turbines will be serviced 
or built by Wyoming companies. 
 

6. Industrial Hemp: Industrial hemp has been used 
to manufacture an estimated 25,000 products – 
including the pages of our Declaration of 
Independence and high-end bibles.  
 
With most parts of Wyoming receiving greater than 
15 inches of rain each year, our climate and 
resources are ideal for production, and then the 
manufacture of finished products like rope, clothing, 
sunscreen, and insulation. I’ll work to reverse our 
outdated 1937 law, allowing our farmers to grow this 
versatile product, and Wyoming entrepreneurs to 
turn it into finished goods. 

 
These are just six examples that highlight how I plan to 
use our Senate seat not as a platform for my career, or to 
raise money from special interests, but to grab more value 
from our existing industries, and Put Wyoming First.  
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Rebuild our infrastructure 
We rank 36th overall for infrastructure despite our key role 
in the nation’s transportation system, and 48th in the 
nation for internet access! We can’t even drive I-25 
between Casper and Cheyenne without cell phone drops! A 
healthy economy requires we fix our crumbling roads and 
bridges, poor cellular service, and dismal internet access, 
and we need a senator that understand the importance of 
getting this done NOW. 

As a businessperson, I have been an outspoken critic of 
our senator’s inattention to our situation. I understand how 
important infrastructure is for economic development, and 
despite being a member of the Senate Public Works 
Committee, in two terms as our senator, John Barrasso has 
not passed a single piece of legislation advancing 
Wyoming’s infrastructure. 

Born and raised in rural America, I recognize that our 
state’s contribution to the country cannot be measured by 
population. Nonetheless, the currently proposed legislation 
allocates money principally in that way, leaving us with less 
than we deserve. 

I will oppose any legislation that underfunds block grants 
to rural communities, requires Wyoming to match federal 
funding at a ratio of 4:1, and does not recognize agriculture 
and energy producing states as “projects of national 
significance.” 

Our wide-open spaces create different infrastructure needs 
than densely populated areas of the coasts. I will Put 
Wyoming First, and happily ruffle a few feathers, if that’s 
what it takes to pass an infrastructure bill and to make sure 
we get our fair share of federal dollars. 
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I commit to work my behind off, to build a 

powerful new Wyoming state economy 
 

I will use the influence of Wyoming’s U.S. Senate 
seat and the nationwide business network I have, 

to build a broader, stronger state economy. 
Rather than ask out-of-state companies to fix our 
economy, we will build it from within, preserving 

our open spaces and way of life.  
 

We will expand entrepreneurship and break down 
barriers that limit Wyoming from turning our raw 

materials into finished products. I will bring 
federal funding and private sector support for 

career and technical training.  
 

Congress will pass an infrastructure bill that 
credits Wyoming’s contribution to the nation, not 

just our population. 
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Healthcare Reform: The Families First 
Prescription Drug Act 
 

"Prescription drug prices are out of control. [Drug 
companies] contribute massive amounts of money to 
political people. But I have to tell you: I'm not interested 
in their money. I don't need their money." 

    President Donald Trump 

I don’t need drug companies’ money either, and even if I 
did, I wouldn’t take it. Because I want to restore 
competitiveness to our system, and not use regulation to 
protect big corporations. 

Americans paid $609 for a box of EpiPens while a family in 
England paid $70. During the last few years, the cost of 
insulin in the U.S. rose 300%, and retail prices for 268 of 
the most common brand name drugs increased 130 times 
the rate of inflation. 

We pay more for prescription drugs than families in 
every developed country. 

Even worse, a quarter of Americans report they are unable 
to take their medication as prescribed because they cannot 
afford the cost, and twenty-nine million Americans have no 
prescription drug coverage at all.  

We’re overcharged, plain and simple, which is why the 
same industry that makes our medicine is the most 
profitable in America. That’s messed up. 

I have a plan to fix this. It’s called The Families First 
Prescription Drug Act. 

But first, I need to give you some important background.  
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Drug companies accomplish their anti-competitive 
practices through two deliberate means: 

1. Restrict competition by preventing new products 
from entering the market.   
 

2. Conceal price information, making it impossible for 
patients and doctors to discuss cost-effective 
alternatives. 
 

To pull this off, the pharmaceutical industry needed a 
partner, which explains why they contribute more to 
Congress than any other industry, and give that money to 
95 of our 100 senators! 

Of those 95 U.S. senators, John Barrasso received the 
fourth-highest amount. Our senator, representing a 
small rural state run on agriculture and mining, raked in 
more money from Big Pharma than nearly every other 
senator in America.  

Big Pharma couldn’t care less about Wyoming’s public 
lands, the shape of our roads, or the future of wind or coal. 
They send money to John Barrasso to influence his vote.  

And they’ve gotten great return on their investment, by 
getting congress to go along with anti-free market 
regulations: 

1. We are the only developed country whose 
government is not permitted to negotiate drug 
prices! Medicare is required by Congress to pay 
whatever price a drug company charges. 

 
2. Big Pharma can pay off competitors not to enter the 

market. “Pay-for-Delay,” in clear violation of normal 
antitrust laws, artificially inflates the prices we pay 
for medicine. 
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3. Drug companies make changes that offer no 
therapeutic advantage (e.g. changing the coating of 
the pill) to start the patent clock over again and keep 
competitors out of their markets (“Product 
Hopping”). 

 
4. Drug companies routinely refuse to provide generic 

competitors with sufficient samples of their product, 
blocking generics from creating a competitive 
product. 

 
5. Congress prevents government agencies from 

researching and communicating information to our 
doctors about the cost effectiveness of different drug 
alternatives. 
 

These and other practices are approved by our Congress in 
return for a bag full of money—raising the price of our 
medicine, inflating profits, and lining the pockets of 
politicians’ campaigns.  
 
We Republicans worship free enterprise with good reason. 
This country’s never seen a greater anti-trust crusader 
than GOP President Teddy Roosevelt. But today our 
bought-and-paid-for Congress has allowed an illegal web 
of monopolistic practices to cost Wyoming families 
thousands of dollars each year, while harming the health 
of our children and elderly parents. 

Within my first six months in office, I will Put Wyoming 
First by introducing The Families First Prescription 
Drug Act ending the anti-competitive practices of the 
pharmaceutical industry. My plan would: 

1. Forbid pharmaceutical and healthcare employees 
from contributing to any federal candidate or 
candidate’s “Super PAC.” Because of the conflict of 
interest, restrictions like Rule G-37 prevent certain 
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parties that do business with our government from 
making political donations. This principle should apply 
to the pharmaceutical and healthcare services 
industries, where the federal government is the largest 
purchaser of their products. 
 

2. Permit the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services to negotiate drug prices. Like every other 
industrialized country, our government will be required 
to negotiate with pharmaceutical companies, saving 
taxpayers money, and creating lower reference pricing 
for private insurance companies. Medicaid will also be 
free from the formula-based requirement which 
incentivizes pharmaceutical companies to raise prices. 
 

3. Requests for extensions of patent protection 
must show enhanced clinical effectiveness. Under 
The Families First Prescription Drug Act, for a patent 
extension, a company must demonstrate clear 
therapeutic advantage to the consumer. 
 

4. Forbid “Pay for Delay” and “Product Hop” tactics.  
These tactics, designed to restrict competition, will be 
outlawed and will extend to non-cash tactics including 
mergers and acquisitions. 
 

5. Require drug companies to cooperate with the 
development of generic drugs. In return for patent 
protection, pharmaceutical companies must cooperate 
with generic manufacturers 18 months prior to the 
expiration of a drug patent, to assist in the timely 
development of biosimilar alternatives. 
 

6. Allow overseas competitors to enter the market 
when there are limited domestic alternatives.  
When there are less than two domestic generic drug 
alternatives, consumers may purchase the same drug 
from a list of FDA-approved countries (such as Canada, 
Switzerland, Australia, or England). 
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7. Provide patients and doctors with pricing 

transparency and efficacy. As we do with loans and 
mortgages, The Families First Prescription Drug Act will 
forbid practices that obscure pricing information from 
our doctors, and ban hidden pricing through rebates 
and coupons. 
 

8. Require pharmacists to inform patients about 
lower-cost alternatives. While doctors and patients 
together should ultimately decide the best treatment, 
patients need to be provided with needed information 
to discuss alternatives with their healthcare providers. 
 

9. Re-authorize the Patient-Centered Outcomes 
Research Institute to consider cost as a central 
focus. Transparency in cost and drug effectiveness is 
routine in countries like Germany, Australia and 
Canada, but to protect Big Pharma, Congress restricted 
the PCORI research into the costs of comparative 
treatments. That needs to end. 
 

10. Create a “fast lane” approval for generic drugs. 
When a patent has expired and there is no generic 
alternative, the approval process for a generic will have 
a “fast lane”—maintaining the quality of the approval 
process but moving approval to the front of the line. 
 

11. Put an end to the practice of “patent clustering.” 
Pharmaceutical companies routinely create a web of 
overlapping patents (also called a “patent thicket”) to 
make it impossible for innovators to introduce a 
competing product—usurping the intent of our patent 
laws. The FDA and Congress will guide the U.S. Patent 
Office in developing improved standards for what 
qualifies as intellectual property rights for medicine, 
supporting innovation while thwarting manipulation. 
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We deserve a senator who will fight to end the monopolistic 
practices of the pharmaceutical industry. These rip-offs 
cost Americans an estimated 100 billion dollars every year, 
leaving us unable to afford the medicines to keep ourselves 
and our families healthy.  

In the 1980’s, while Ronald Reagan was in office, we had 
a Congress with the courage to stand up to donors. We also 
had senators with the moral values to put the health of our 
communities ahead of profits and donors. I am a champion 
of free markets, which is why when I see monopolistic 
schemes, I will go after them.  I will put the health of 
Wyoming families first.  

 
 

I commit to take a wrecking ball to the anti-
competitive tactics of the healthcare industry 

 
I will use my free-market Republican values to 

take a wrecking ball to the anti-competitive 
practices of the pharmaceutical and healthcare 

insurance industry, so that the children and 
parents of Wyoming have access to affordable 
medicine and insurance. We will put the safety 

and health of our families ahead of donors. 
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Change the Way we Save Coal 
 

“Do I not destroy my enemies when I make  
them my friend.” 

    Abraham Lincoln 

Much of America has a pretty poor opinion of coal.  But we 
need public opinion on our side to end this War on Coal. 
Today we have a sympathetic Congress and President, but 
we can’t count on a permanent Republican majority. 

It’s time we changed our image. It’s time we changed how 
we save coal. We need to do this, because like it or not, 
coal pays the bills around here. 

It starts with reminding America that when the Clean Air 
Act was amended, it was Wyoming’s Powder River Basin 
low-sulfur coal, safely and inexpensively mined under the 
strictest environmental standards, that bailed out the 
nation. Many Americans, and a few politicians, have 
forgotten that.  

We need to show America what our Wyoming landscape 
looks like after the mining is over—how much better our 
land looks after we mine and restore it. 

We must show the enemies of coal that communities – 
great communities – developed around our mines. Gillette 
is not just a source of coal, but a community of schools, 
playgrounds, hospitals, and small businesses. Any 
conversation about energy needs to include consideration 
for the men and women, and neighborhoods, that served 
our country’s energy needs for decades.  

In explaining coal to the rest of the nation, we need 
to put faces and names to the conversation. 



35 

When the country’s demand for anthracite coal went away, 
so did the mines and the communities near my 
grandfather’s coal company in Appalachia. All I found on a 
visit there were outlines of once-vibrant small towns along 
the coal seams of the Appalachian Valley. 

I don’t want to see that happen to the Powder River 
Basin. My commitment to coal comes from both my head 
and my heart. 

There are two initiatives that can help preserve 
Wyoming’s state economy and the communities of 
Campbell County. I will fight for both, with a mind toward 
positioning coal as part of the nation’s overall 
environmental solution – not its environmental problem.   

Specifically, we need to: 

End the west coast’s coal terminal blockade. 
 

Subsidize carbon sequestration and ultra-
supercritical coal plants. 

 

End the blockade 
The west coast’s coal terminal blockade is based on two 
objections: 

1. Coal increases greenhouse gas emissions. 
 

2. Dust from coal trains pollute the Columbia River. 
 

Both arguments are being incorrectly fought by our current 
senator. Instead of picking media fights with Sierra Club, 
Greenpeace, and the communities along the Columbia 
River—all of whom have thus far been winning—we need 
to show them that PRB coal helps to solve their 
environmental concerns -- we are on the same side. 
Here’s why: 
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Japan and South Korea import 96% of their energy. Unlike 
the United States, which has the landmass to support wind 
and solar projects, these countries depend on coal for a 
major portion of their energy needs. Exporting coal from 
Wyoming to Asia doesn’t displace renewable energy, 
it replaces less-environmentally-friendly coal from 
Indonesia. Over a twenty-year period, from mine to end-
use consumption, exporting our coal will save 63 
million metric tons of CO2 emissions across our 
planet! That’s good news for Campbell County and good 
news for Greenpeace. 

As signers of the Paris Climate Accord, Japan and Korea 
upgraded their coal fired electrical generation to further 
reduce emissions. In order to reach the emission reduction 
targets of the Paris Accords, they need access to the clean 
coal of the PRB which has a favorable chemical composition 
for their environmentally-friendly plants. 

We also need to understand that residents living along the 
rail lines that connect our mines to potential export 
terminals worry about coal polluting their 
neighborhoods and the Columbia River as it blows off 
loaded train cars, harming their health and disrupting 
fishing and other outdoor activities. We too love our 
outdoors, and need to show them that we understand their 
concerns. Then we can show them why they don’t need to 
worry. 

Today’s coal is aerodynamically loaded, and dust-reducing 
sealants are placed on the surface of the coal, keeping it in 
place during transportation (no dust). Rather than stick our 
finger in the chests of people who are concerned but 
nonetheless misinformed, we need to invite them to walk 
along the rail lines that leave our mines, see how the cars 
are loaded, have dinner with us in Gillette, meet our 
community and witness for themselves the absence of dust 
where the coal is mined. And if that doesn’t work, we 
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should facilitate testing to prove that the same amount of 
coal arrives in Oregon that left from Gillette. 

Time is not our friend. Our miners and rail workers need 
jobs now, and if these delays continue, Japan and South 
Korea will develop permanent alternatives to PRB coal. 
Rather than make the West Coast our enemy, let’s focus 
on areas of agreement – namely, helping Japan and South 
Korea comply with the Paris Accords. 

Develop carbon sequestration and ultra-
supercritical coal plants 
We’ve spent over $175 billion supporting the development 
of wind technology, while neglecting the opportunities to 
invest in an environmentally friendly future for coal. Coal 
deserves the same chance as renewables at being part of 
our energy future—but we’ve not had the leadership to 
make that case. The fight for new coal technology should 
have started on the first day of John Barrasso’s term as a 
senator, not a few weeks before his re-election campaign. 

Carbon sequestration, also known as carbon capture and 
storage (CCS), is a promising technology that takes CO2 
emissions and safely stores them underground or below 
the ocean. We are way behind in the development of CCS, 
and our leadership should have actively advocated for the 
advancement of CCS technology alongside like-minded 
Democrats over the last decade—valuable time and 
Wyoming jobs have been lost as a result.  

Ultra-supercritical coal plants (USC). Based on their 
successful deployment in Norway and Germany, USC 
technology has proven to eliminate nearly all nitrogen and 
particulate emissions, reduce CO2 by 15-20%, and use less 
water (addressing coal’s problems with the Clean Water 
Act). The technology has been available for nearly twenty 
years, but to date has only been deployed in one plant here 
in the U.S. 
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Unfortunately, CCS and USC have received far less 
attention and financial support than other alternatives. I’m 
a free market guy, but also an economist. There is a place 
for initial taxpayer subsidization to support promising 
technologies that reduce our impact on the environment 
which benefits all Americans. CCS and USC technologies 
deserved a senator that will fight for a fair shot at becoming 
viable, not as a way to get re-elected, but instead to Put 
Wyoming First. 

We need to change how we promote coal. There will 
be no faster and more obvious way to insure the 
long-term future of coal than to make allies out of 
those currently waging the War on Coal. 

We should work together to protect our communities and 
state economy, insure our country’s long-term energy 
independence, and environmental well-being. 

This inaction has squandered time and jobs, and put 
Wyoming’s coal industry and the PRB at risk. It’s time to 
Put Wyoming First, by making our state once again part 
of the country’s environmental solution. 

 
I commit to do whatever it takes to make the 

Powder River thrive again 
 

I will work tirelessly to change the way we 
approach the national conversation on coal so we 

can open export terminals and fund new 
technologies to make coal part of the energy 

solution for the next generation. 
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Your Commitment to Put Wyoming First 
No doubt at least once or twice, you’ve asked yourself, 
“How do I know he’ll really do what he says?” Or perhaps, 
“He’ll just get there and become like all the others.” 

That’s where you come in. Where you too need to make a 
commitment. 

Let’s face it, us voters have not done our part. Most of us, 
including myself, are guilty of walking into that voting 
booth not having done our homework. We send the same 
person back to Washington only because we recognize 
their name, or their party. We let them off the hook 
because we just expect them to lie and not do what they 
say. 

Then we go back to complaining—but who’s really to blame 
if we keep re-electing the same folks? 

Look, I sure hope I’ll do what I say in this plan. But if I 
don’t, then it’s your job to fire me. And then elect someone 
else, and if they don’t do as they say, you fire them as well. 
And by doing so, the voters will regain the power in the 
relationship. You and your neighbors need to tell politicians 
like me that you own this Senate seat. 

This U.S. Senate seat is to be used for public service, not 
self-service. 

In all ways your commitment to our state is the most 
important part of Dave’s Plan. Keep a copy of Dave’s Plan 
someplace you can find it. Don’t throw it away. Then you 
commit to your children and your neighbors to fire me if I 
don’t do as I committed. That will make it clear to me, and 
every person that runs for office in our state going forward, 
that Wyomingites expect more from their politicians. That 
you too are serious about Putting Wyoming Families First. 

Together, we can do this.  
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Wendy and I are committed to serving you and Putting 
Wyoming First! 
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Vote for Dave Dodson for US Senate 
in the Republican Primary 

July 6th through August 21st! 

 

Text “PWF” to Dave’s team at  
 

(307) 275-7696 
 

for additional information, voting instructions,  
volunteer sign-ups, Put Wyoming First hat orders 

(get yours before they run out), and more! 
 

Or sign up at  
dodsonforsenate.com 

facebook.com/davedodsonforsenate 

Paid for by Dodson for Senate – Wyoming First | PO Box 2849, Cheyenne, WY 82003 


