
 

 
Beertown Performance Impact Responses 

 
There were three open-ended questions posed to Beertown audiences as part of a post-
show electronic survey. These are a sampling of answers to those three questions. 
 
Did you become invested in the decision around what was voted in and out 
of the time capsule? 
 

• Yes, I did become invested.  Almost from the beginning I felt like a native-born 
Beertonian with a "stake" in deciding which items went in and which items were 
taken out of the time capsule.  When I reflected on how remarkable it was that we 
were able to raise $4000 in our small town for 9/11 - that's like millions of dollars 
for DC or NY.  I really appreciated being asked to lead the Pledge of Allegiance by 
Rep. Pickel-Cooper too. 

 
• Yes, I felt very involved and passionate about the decisions. I think the arguments 

that the audience made were great, but it was so interesting how differing 
opinions can be. I'm still a little angry the gun didn't get voted in :) 

 
• Yes, I did once I started thinking about the rules of the inclusion/removal 

process.  I'm a very mathematically oriented person, so the rules of the game 
became of great interest to me.  I feel I became the most invested in the voting 
process mainly out of consideration for these immutable rules which we, the 
voters, were helpless to alter. 

 
• Not strongly - it was the process  I loved 

I'm going to use this space to answer the question that you haven’t asked:  
The incredible power of the program was how you got the audience reflecting on 
what was important to each of us. When the reporter interviewed citizens about 
important artifacts from their past or about their future, I am sure we each asked 
this question of ourselves. Therefore it became a personal meditation as well as a 
meditation on community. 
The fact that you conceived this project before the Occupy movement was also 
serendipitous. The experience gave a small taste (a sip really) of how we can come 
together in community in meaningful ways. 

 
• Yes. I think that my investment began as audience members began to make 

thoughtful, passionate arguments and grew after the presentation on memory. 
The audience members' participation made me feel like I was a part of the 
process and made me want to support the arguments I thought were particularly 
insightful. Also, as a part of the audience, I wanted our group to have made good, 
reasonable decisions. The memory presentation set up the time capsule as a 
metaphor that I found compelling, and it made me feel responsible for creating 
an appropriate representation of the town. I also found the earnestness with 
which the actors approached the project compelling, and I wanted to honor their 
efforts by taking the project seriously. 



 

 
 
Which antecedent resonated the strongest for you? 
 

• DEFINITELY THESIS STATEMENT. I have this inexplicable curiosity for how 
memories work and refashion themselves in the recording of history and time, 
and I love that. Reminds me of Chapter 6 of Faulker's 'Light In August.' 

 
• the current event check-in (interspersed with family pictures), since it reminded 

me how even though our country is so big, there are common events that we all 
share / and the sequence of how memory works, as I've been thinking a lot about 
that lately and loved the visual 

 
• The 9/11 one mainly because I don't really remember 9/11.  I still feel a bit guilty 

about that. 
 

• the motorcycle Holy rollers scene gave me comfort that my vote to remove their 
ring was a wise decision. if they are involved in good works, it did not come out 
convincingly. 

 
 
If you had to choose one, which ephemeral artifact do you most closely 
identify with? Why? 
 

• Key to an unknown door. I possess the greatest of connections to objects which 
are shrouded in mystery and a lost history. I think they need the most care and 
remembrance. 

 
• Last bottle of beer. Nothing endures time. 

 
• Projector. I believe that entertainment is an incredibly valuable part of life and is 

instrumental in bringing a community together. 
 
 


