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         THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF AMHERSTBURG 

           OFFICE OF CORPORATE SERVICES 
 

MISSION STATEMENT: Committed to delivering cost-effective and efficient services for the 
residents of the Town of Amherstburg with a view to improve and enhance their quality of life. 

 

Author’s Name:  Elke Leblanc Report Date:  November 21, 2018 

Author’s Phone:  
519 736-0012 ext. 2252  

Date to Council:  December 10, 2018 

Author’s E-mail:  
eleblanc@amherstburg.ca  

Resolution #: N/A 

 
To: Mayor and Members of Town Council  
 
Subject:     2018 Tax Write Offs and Rebates 
 
 
 
1. RECOMMENDATION:     
 
It is recommended that:   
 

1. The report from the Supervisor of Revenue dated November 21, 2018 regarding 
2018 Write-offs and Rebates BE RECEIVED; and, 
 

2. The property tax adjustments outlined in this report BE AFFIRMED. 
 
 

2. BACKGROUND: 
 
Property tax write-offs and rebates are applied based on one or more of the following: 
 
1. Application under sections 110(17), 357, 358, 361(1), 361(4), 364(1), 365 of the 
Municipal Act, R.S.O. 2001, c25. 
 
2. Assessment Review Board decisions or Minutes of Settlement.  
 
The mandatory programs complied with by the Municipality: 
 

• Rebates for Charities (Section 361, Municipal Act 2001, as amended) [Every 
municipality shall have a tax rebate program for eligible charities for the purposes 
of giving them relief from taxes or amounts paid on account of taxes on eligible 
property they occupy.]  Tax policy under this section is established by the County 
of Essex under By-law and applies to all of its lower-tier municipalities. 
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• Write-Offs (Section 354, Municipal Act 2001, as amended) [Municipalities shall 
not remove unpaid taxes from the roll except in accordance with this section, 
which includes write-offs under various sections of the Act or a decision of any 
court.] 
 
• Vacant Unit Rebates (Section 364, Municipal Act 2001, as amended) [Every 
municipality shall have a program to provide tax rebates to owners for property 
that has vacant portions if that property is in any of the commercial classes or 
industrial classes]. Effective for the 2018 property taxation year, Vacant Unit 
Rebates (Section 364) have been eliminated for municipalities within the County 
of Essex. 

 
The optional programs complied with by the Municipality are: 
 

• 357 / 358 Reductions (Section 357/358, Municipal Act 2001, as amended) [A 
Municipality may cancel, reduce or refund all or part of taxes levied on land in the 
year in respect of which certain criteria is met.] Applications for the cancellation, 
reduction or refund of taxes are initially made to municipal Council, and can be 
appealed to the Assessment Review Board.  
 
• Tax relief for low income seniors or low income persons with disabilities 
(Section 319, Municipal Act 2001, as amended) Tax policy under this section is 
established by the County of Essex under By-law and applies to all of its lower-
tier municipalities. 
 
• Tax reduction for heritage property (Section 365.2, Municipal Act 2001, as 
amended) [A local municipality may establish a program to provide tax reductions 
or refunds in respect of eligible heritage property.] The Town has adopted By-law 
2012-112 to provide 40% rebate on property taxes once every three years for 
eligible applicants under this program. 
 
• Canada Ontario Affordable Housing Program (COHAP) (Section 110(17)): 
Under the Canada Ontario Affordable Housing Program, property taxes for rental 
and supportive housing projects are set at an effective rate equivalent to or lower 
than the single-residential rate.  The Town adopted By-law 2015-35 to provide for 
agreements under this program for eligible properties. 

 
 
3. DISCUSSION: 
 
In accordance with past practice and as required under legislation, property tax 
adjustments have been processed as outlined in Appendix A to this report and are 
reported to Council for information (mandatory) and affirmation (optional). 
 
 
4.   RISK ANALYSIS: 
 
Property assessment appeals and corrections, as well as applications for tax 
adjustment, occur on an ad hoc basis, may affect multiple taxation years and vary from 
year to year.  The volume of adjustments, timing of their processing and determination 
of taxation impacts are largely outside the control of the municipality.   
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As such, there is financial risk related to ongoing appeals for current and prior years’ 
taxation that have not been resolved at the time of reporting and which are likely to have 
an impact on municipal expense in the future.     
 
 
5. FINANCIAL MATTERS: 
 
Changes to the returned roll assessment value and/or tax classification, as determined 
by MPAC, resulted in adjustments to property taxes.  Although tax adjustments cover 
the assessment periods from 2015 through 2018, the reductions to property taxes were 
incurred and funded entirely in 2018 as an expense in the non-departmental budget 
centre and are projected to be within budget for 2018.   
 
The chart below provides a summary of adjustments by assessment year and taxing 
authority. 
 
 

 
 
 
As shown above, property tax adjustments for write-offs and rebates processed in 2018 
total $159,585.97.  Of the total adjustments the municipal share is $83,317.36 as 
follows: 
 

2018 Municipal Levy     $ 79,513.67 
2018 Capital Replacement Levy   $   1,901.84 
2018 Capital Reserve Levy   $   1,901.84 

        $ 83,317.36 
 
Appendix A to this report provides a detailed listing of the adjustments processed for 
2018. 
 
 
6. CONSULTATIONS: 
 
None. 
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7. CONCLUSION: 
 
The property tax write-offs and rebates processed in 2018 were completed in 
accordance with applicable legislation and policy as outlined in this report.   
 
 

  
______________________________   ______________________________ 
Elke Leblanc Justin Rousseau 
Supervisor of Revenue Treasurer 
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Report Approval Details 

Document Title: 2018 Tax Write-Offs and Rebates.docx 

Attachments: - Schedule A - Write off and Rebate Adjustments Processed in 

2018.pdf 

Final Approval Date: Dec 5, 2018 

 

This report and all of its attachments were approved and signed as outlined below: 

 
Cheryl Horrobin - Dec 5, 2018 - 10:24 AM 

Task assigned to Mark Galvin was completed by assistant Dawn Morencie 

 
John Miceli - Dec 5, 2018 - 1:39 PM 

 
Paula Parker - Dec 5, 2018 - 2:48 PM 
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