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      THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF AMHERSTBURG 

           OFFICE OF PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT & LEGISLATIVE SERVICES 
 

MISSION STATEMENT: Committed to delivering cost-effective and efficient services for the 
residents of the Town of Amherstburg with a view to improve and enhance their quality of life. 

 

Author’s Name:  Nicole Rubli Report Date:  January 14, 2019 

Author’s Phone:  
519 736-0012 ext. 2251  

Date to Council:  January 21, 2019 

Author’s E-mail:  nrubli@amherstburg.ca  Resolution #:       

 
To: Mayor and Members of Town Council  
 
Subject:     Cannabis Retail Storefronts – Cannabis License Act 
 
 
 
1. RECOMMENDATION:     
 
It is recommended that:  
 

1. The report from the Manager of Licensing and Enforcement dated January 14, 
2019, regarding Cannabis Retail Storefronts – Cannabis License Act BE 
RECEIVED;   
 

2. Administration BE DIRECTED to notify the Alcohol and Gaming Commission of 
Ontario that retail cannabis storefronts are permitted to operate in the Town of 
Amherstburg; and, 
 

3. The Delegation of Authority Policy BE AMENDED to authorize Administration to 
provide comments to the Alcohol and Gaming Commission of Ontario, on behalf 
of Council, with respect to a retail store authorization that does not meet the 
public interest of the Town. 

 
 
2. BACKGROUND: 
 
In April 2017, the federal government introduced Bill C-45, The Cannabis Act, and Bill 
C-46, An Act to Amend the Criminal Code.  These pieces of legislation legalize, regulate 
and restrict access to recreational cannabis in Canada.  The federal Bill C-45 is the 
overarching legislative framework that provides rules specifically to regulate the 
production, distribution, selling and possession of recreational cannabis.   This Bill 
received royal assent in June 2018 and came into force on October 17th, 2018.  This Act 
established the legislative framework for cannabis in Canada and has allowed provinces 
and territories to set or amend rules for recreational cannabis.  The rules surrounding 
purchasing medical cannabis are not affected. 

Page24



2 of 10 

 
The Ontario Cannabis Act, 2018 sets out the framework for cannabis in Ontario.  This 
includes: 
 

 Setting the minimum age to purchase, possess, consume and grow recreational 
cannabis to 19 years of age.  (Federal act is 18 years of age) 

 Ontario residents have the ability to grow cannabis plants, to maximum of four 
plants per residence.  
 

The Cannabis Statute Law Amendment Act was passed in the Ontario legislature.  The 
Act introduced the provinces model to allow the private sector to retail recreational 
cannabis in Ontario by April 1, 2019 and included amendments to the Smoke Free 
Ontario Act setting new regulations on the consumption of tobacco and both medical 
and recreational cannabis.   As of October 17, 2018 people 19 years and older are able 
to buy and possess cannabis in Ontario.  Currently the only legal way to purchase 
recreational Cannabis is through the Ontario Cannabis Store (OCS).  
 
 
3. DISCUSSION: 
 
Cannabis Retail Stores 
 
As of April 1st, 2019 the operation of privately-owned cannabis retails stores will be 
permitted within municipalities that allow their operation.  The Alcohol and Gaming 
Commission of Ontario (AGCO) has been named as the regulator for privately run 
recreational cannabis stores with a focus on the safe, responsible and lawful sale of 
cannabis, consistent with the government’s legislation.   
 
The AGCO will issue three (3) types of licenses for cannabis retail:  (reference AGCO 

Cannabis Retail Regulation Landscape attachment) 
 

 Retail Operator Licence 

 Retail Store Authorization 

 Cannabis Retail Manager Licence 
 
All owners and operators of cannabis retail stores are subject to the provincial Cannabis 
License Act, 2018 and its regulations and the AGCO’s Registrar Standards. 
 
Ontario Regulation 468/18 sets out regulations for cannabis retail storefronts, some of 
these regulations include: 
 

 Established limits on ownership concentration (a maximum of 75 stores per 
operator).  This means there will be no caps on the number of licenses issued by 
the AGCO in each municipality. 

 

 Stores will be permitted to operate between 9am-11pm, seven days a week. 
 

 A distance buffer of 150 metres between retail stores and schools must be 
adhered to.  (Attached is a map of the Town to demonstrate the impact of a 150 
metre buffer from elementary and secondary schools) 
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 Federally licensed producers will be allowed to establish retail stores; however 
they will be limited to a single retail store that must be onsite at a production 
facility. 
 

 No retail store authorization would be granted if the retail space where cannabis 
would be sold, is not enclosed by walls separating it from any other commercial 
establishment or activity and from any outdoor area, or could be entered from or 
passed through in order to access any other commercial establishment or 
activity, other than a common area of an enclosed shopping mall.  Or if the 
premises at which the cannabis to be sold in the store would be received or 
stored would be accessible to any other commercial establishment or activity or 
to the public. 
 

 No one under the age of 19 years of age is permitted to enter the cannabis retail 
store 

 
Under Section 42 of the Cannabis License Act, municipalities cannot create a cannabis 
retail licensing program (no dual licensing system) nor will municipalities be able to 
designate cannabis retail as a separate land use from general retail uses.     
 

However, each municipality has been given the opportunity to opt out of cannabis retail 
stores within its boundaries.   Municipalities have until January 22, 2019 to pass a 
resolution to opt out.  If a municipality does not opt out, the province automatically 
considers them as having opted in.  Municipalities that opt out of cannabis retail stores 
by January 22nd may pass a subsequent resolution opting in on a later date.   
 
Should a municipality opt in to hosting cannabis retails stores, the AGCO has allowed 
an opportunity to provide comments on retailers that apply for a license.  Specifically, 
upon AGCO’s receipt of an application for a storefront licence, residents and 
municipalities will have 15 days to provide written comments to the AGCO.   AGCO is 
not bound by the comments received but will consider comments with respect to public 
health and safety, protection of youth and restriction of access to cannabis, and 
prevention of illegal activities in relation to cannabis before making a final decision to 
issue a license.   
 
The Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) recommends that municipalities 
develop a municipal cannabis policy statement.   Should Council decide to opt in, 
Administration will develop a policy for Council’s consideration to identify sensitive areas 
and better guide retail outlet locations. The policy will communicate the ‘public interest’ 
for Amherstburg to the AGCO as defined in the Ontario recreational cannabis 
regulations.  Once adopted the policy would be shared with AGCO upon receipt of an 
application for a retail store authorization for Amherstburg.   
 
 
December 13th, 2018 Announcement – Ontario Takes a Phased Approach to 
Cannabis Retail Licensing due to National Supply Shortages 
 
On December 13th, 2018 the Minister of Finance and Attorney General’s office 
announced changes to the licensing process for recreational retail cannabis stores in 
Ontario.  It was announced that due to severe cannabis supply shortages across the 
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country which is failing to meet consumer demand that retail cannabis stores will open 
in phases.   
 
In the initial phase up to 25 licenses will be issued across the province so operators can 
open by April 1st, 2019 and remain open.  Ontario Regulation 468/18 has been 
amended due to this announcement.   The province has been divided up into regions 
with Amherstburg falling into the West region with Dufferin; Wellington; Hamilton; 
Niagara; Haldimand-Norfolk; Brant; Waterloo; Perth; Oxford; Elgin; Chatham-Kent; 
Essex; Lambton; Middlesex; Huron; Bruce; Grey; and Manitoulin.    
 
The West Region will receive seven (7) retail store authorizations using a lottery system 
to determine who is eligible for the initial licenses to legally operate a store in Ontario.  
The lottery system held on January 11th, 2019 allowed for a fair and transparent process 
which was held by AGCO and monitored by KPMG.   
 
It is important to note that municipalities that have opted out or have a population less 
than 50,000 would not be considered to host a store in the initial phase in the West 
Region, therefore Amherstburg would not be considered for the initial phase of store 
authorizations due to the Town’s population, regardless of whether the Town opts in or 
out. 
 
In the announcement from the Minister of Finance and Attorney General it was stated 
that once the province has determined that the federal government has provided for 
enough reliable cannabis supply, that Ontario will communicate the next phase to allow 
for additional retail stores.   
 
Cannabis Task Force and Community Engagement 
 
Throughout the legalization process, Administration has been very proactive in 
assessing the impact of cannabis and has kept abreast of the subject matter.  Staff has 
monitored the potential impacts legalization of cannabis would have on the Town.  In 
June 2017, Administration formed an Internal Cannabis Task Force comprised of 
representatives from Police, Fire, Planning, Building, By-law and Licensing operations.  
This Task Force continues to meet and evaluate the impacts of the current legislation 
and monitors the amendments to the legislation as they happen.   
  
Administration has consulted with AMO for information and clarification on cannabis and 
has participated in cannabis related workshops, webinars and forums. 
 
Members of Administration also sit on the Cannabis Advisory Committee founded by the 
Windsor Essex County Health Unit (WECHU) and comprised of representatives of the 
local municipalities, Police Services and school boards.  This Committee allows the 
local municipalities to work collectively, sharing experiences and discussing potential 
approaches to ensure community safety as it relates to the legalization of cannabis.   
 
Administration held a Cannabis Public Consultation/Information meeting on November 
15th, 2018.  The purpose of this meeting was to educate the residents on the cannabis 
legalization and to roll out the public consultation model on whether Amherstburg should 
host cannabis retail stores.  The WECHU also attended and spoke to the attendees 
about the health effects of cannabis use.  Approximately twenty (20) people were in 
attendance at this meeting. 
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To seek public input on the decision to opt in or out, in addition to the public meeting, a 
survey was conducted to understand the community’s feeling toward cannabis 
storefronts.  Talk the Burg was utilized to receive comment from the residents and 
answer a brief survey.  The ability to participate in the online survey was not restricted 
to Amherstburg residents.   
 
Results from the Talk the Burg Cannabis Storefront Survey showed that 501 people 
visited the Cannabis page.  Of the 110 responses, 82 were in favour of hosting 
cannabis retail stores.  The written comments received as well as the Survey results 
received on Talk the Burg form appendices to this report.  Administration received 6 
written comments with 5 people opposed to hosting cannabis stores and 1 in favour of  
retail storefronts.  
 
Administration has been following local municipal decisions on whether they will host 
cannabis stores, below are the decisions at the time of the writing of this report: 
 

Municipality Opt In Opt Out 

Essex    

Kingsville    

Lakeshore    

LaSalle    

Leamington    

Pelee Island *Unknown at time of report* 

Tecumseh    

Windsor *Unknown at time of report* 

  
 
 
Administration Recommendation – Opt In to Hosting Cannabis Retail Stores 
 
The majority of residents who took the survey want cannabis retail stores, mostly 
quoting the possible increased tax revenue.  Some indicated the opportunity to 
purchase a safe product through the retails stores.  Should Council not permit cannabis 
stores, it may lead to illegal dispensaries that try to open to meet the public demand, 
thus undermining efforts by all levels of government to prevent youth access to 
cannabis and may require increased municipal and police enforcement to address 
illegal operations. 
 
Cannabis is a legal product, for which there exists demand from residents.  Whether or 
not cannabis should be legalized is no longer the debate.  The retail sale of cannabis 
presents an opportunity to realize local economic impact in terms of job creation (retail 
positions), tax assessment and the ancillary purchase of goods and services.  Local 
retail sales will also help to keep consumers shopping locally, stemming the outflow of 
dollars to other surrounding municipalities. 
 
Although the Town is not able to designate cannabis retail as a separate land use from 
general retail uses, retail stores must be located in areas of the Town zoned for retail 
sales.   Cannabis retails stores must purchase their product through the Ontario 
Cannabis Store and will only be permitted to sell cannabis products, accessories and 
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shopping bags as set out in the regulations.   Cannabis edibles are not legal at this time, 
but the government is considering making them legal at the end of 2019.   
 
The AGCO does have  20 years of experience as the Ontario regulator of alcohol, 
gaming and horse racing it can utilize its existing experience to regulate cannabis retail 
stores, building on its mandate to regulate in the public interest.  
 
The province has committed to provide $40 million in funding over two years to 
municipalities to help with the implementation costs of recreational cannabis 
legalization.  Through the Ontario Cannabis Legalization Implementation Fund ("Fund") 
the first round of payments was received by the Town on January 9th, 2019 in the 
amount of $11,733.  For the second payment of the Fund the Province will distribute 
$15 million between all the municipalities based on the following:   
 

 If a municipality has not opted-out of hosting private retail stores in accordance 
with Cannabis Licence Act, it will receive funding based on the 2018 MPAC 
household numbers, adjusted so that at least $5,000 is provided to each 
municipality. 
 

 If a municipality has opted-out of hosting private retail stores in accordance with 
the Cannabis Licence Act, it will receive a maximum amount of $5,000.   

 
If the provincial excise duty revenues exceed $100 million, municipalities that permit 
retail cannabis stores will receive a share of 50 percent of the surplus.   The province 
will also set aside a contingency fund in the amount of $10 million to assist 
municipalities that permit retail stores.  The province has not yet indicated how these 
funds would be accessed or how they may be distributed.  (Reference attached Minister 
of Finance’s Letter to Municipalities) 

 
If Amherstburg opts out of hosting retail stores the Town will receive one more payment 
of $5000 and will not be eligible for additional funding, regardless if the Town opts in at 
a later date.   
 
Enforcement 
 
AGCO will be responsible for licensing and ensuring licensed businesses operate within 
the regulations.  Police will be responsible for enforcement of cannabis allowances, 
impaired driving and illegal sales.   
 
 
4. RISK ANALYSIS: 
 
The Cannabis Licence Act leaves little control to municipalities to govern cannabis retail 
stores.  The municipality cannot regulate where the stores are located other than 
distance setbacks from schools, nor can the Town control the number of stores located 
in the Town except that they must be located in zones that allow for retail stores.  The 
lack of control could impact initiatives of the Town related to creating an overall sense of 
place with a heritage theme.   
 
However, should Council decide to not opt out of the retail sales in Amherstburg, 
Administration will ensure to review proposed cannabis store notices from AGCO and   
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coordinate municipal input using the policy statement within the 15-day commentary 
period. This will ensure AGCO has every opportunity to take note of the Town’s 
considerations, although they are not bound to agree with the submissions. 
Administration will gather information from various municipal departments as necessary, 
provide maps and be able to convey Town policy.  
 
Should the Town opt out of hosting cannabis retail stores, it will lose any additional 
funding from the province to address possible impacts from the cannabis legalization.   
It could also lead to illegal dispensaries opening up in the Town to meet customer 
demand.   
 
5. FINANCIAL MATTERS: 
 
The Town of Amherstburg has received the first payment under the Fund in the amount 
of $11,733.  This payment of funds was based on the following:   2018 MPAC 
Household numbers, a 50/50 split in household numbers between lower and upper tier 
municipalities and adjustments to provide at least $5,000 to each municipality.   
 
Should the Town opt in to host private retail stores in accordance with Cannabis 
Licence Act, it would receive further funding based on the 2018 MPAC household 
numbers, adjusted so that at least $5,000 is provided to the Town.  The second 
payment amount would be expected to be released in March 2019.   
 
Should the Town opt out of hosting retail stores, it would receive a maximum of $5,000 
as the second payment, and would be ineligible for any additional funding.    
 
If the provincial excise duty revenues exceed $100 million, municipalities that permit 
retail cannabis stores will receive a share of 50 percent of the surplus.   The province 
will also set aside a contingency fund in the amount of $10 million to assist 
municipalities that permit retail stores.   Although the quantum of these payments or 
shares is unknown at this time, Amherstburg would be eligible for this funding if the 
Town opts in. 
 
The province has provided clear direction that this funding must be for the sole purpose 
of paying for implementation costs related to the legalization of recreational cannabis.   
Examples from the province of eligible use of the funds are: 
 

 increased enforcement (e.g. police, public health and by-law enforcement, court 
administration, litigation); 

 increased response to public inquiries (e.g. 311 calls, correspondence); 

 increased paramedic services; 

 increased fire services; and 

 by-law I policy development (e.g. police, public health, workplace safety policy). 
 
The Cannabis task force will meet and determine the impacts of the legalization and 
best use of the funds. 
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6. CONSULTATIONS: 
 
The Planning division was consulted on the report and supported opting out due 
primarily to the lack of control related to location of the retail storefronts and potential 
impacts to creating a sense of place for Amherstburg. 
 
As outlined above, a multi-disciplinary task force was consulted. 
 
 
7. CONCLUSION: 
 
It is understood that the decision to opt in or opt out is complex and is subject to 
criticism regardless of the decision.  Administration has provided Council with the most 
complete and up-to-date information available as well has hosting an open house and 
accompanying survey to allow for public input and provide Council with feedback 
received.   
 
The phasing by the Province would mean that Amherstburg would not qualify for a 
storefront regardless of the decision to opt in or opt out.  It is possible that the 
implementation of phase 1 will result in amended rules and/or changes to the licensing 
procedure.  Future phasing, and any amended rules and/or procedures that may 
accompany future phasing, is unknown at this time.  
 
Administration recommends that the Town of Amherstburg opt in to hosting cannabis 
retails stores, recognizing the concerns of our community partners and stakeholders.   
Administration also recommends that the delegation of authority be granted and a policy 
developed to allow staff to provide comments to the AGCO on proposed storefront 
locations and other items of public interest within the 15 day time limit. 
 
The Town’s Community partners have voiced concerns over access to cannabis and 
the possible impacts to the community.   The Town of Amherstburg will have no ability 
to regulate cannabis stores and while the AGCO has indicated they will consider 
concerns from the municipalities, they are not bound to follow them.  Regardless of 
Council’s decision, cannabis will be available to the residents through the online store.  
 
It is important to note that opting out of cannabis retail does not prohibit the use of 
cannabis in Amherstburg, it only restricts access. Enforcement and other municipal 
costs will still be incurred, as it is anticipated that recreational cannabis use will still 
occur. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Page31



9 of 10 

This report recommends that Council resolve to opt in to hosting cannabis retail stores.  
However, the following motion should be considered by Council if they decide to opt out 
of hosting cannabis retail stores: 
 

That Council DIRECT Administration to notify the Alcohol and Gaming 
Commission of Ontario that the Town of Amherstburg opts out of hosting cannabis 
retail stores.   

 
 
 
 
 
______________________________    
Nicole Rubli      
Manager of Licensing and Enforcement  
      
Attachments: 
 
AGCO Cannabis Retail Regulation Landscape 
Cannabis Store Setback from Schools Map 
Survey Results 
Minister of Finance’s Letter to Municipalities 
 
 
 

DEPARTMENTS/OTHERS CONSULTED: 
Name:        
Phone #:  519         ext.        

 

NOTIFICATION : 

Name Address Email Address Telephone FAX 
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Report Approval Details 

Document Title: Cannabis Retail Storefronts - Cannabis License Act .docx 

Attachments: - cannabis_landscape_0.pdfߺ n.pdf 

- Cannabis Store Setback.pdf 

- CannabisTownCorridor.pdf 

- Survey_Responses_Report.pdf 

- Minister's Letter to Municipalities.pdf 

Final Approval Date: Jan 16, 2019 

 

This report and all of its attachments were approved and signed as outlined below: 

 
Mark Galvin - Jan 16, 2019 - 1:48 PM 

 
Cheryl Horrobin - Jan 16, 2019 - 2:29 PM 

 
John Miceli - Jan 16, 2019 - 4:31 PM 

 
Paula Parker - Jan 16, 2019 - 4:37 PM 
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Ontario’s Cannabis Retail Regulation Landscape

For more information, visit us online www.agco.ca or call (416) 326-8700 or toll free 1 (800) 522-2876

Legal Cannabis 
Supply Chain

The Licences and Authorizations 
you need from the AGCO 

RETAIL OPERATOR LICENCE 
To be able to legally open a retail store to sell recreational cannabis, you must get 
a Retail Operator Licence. To get this licence, you must meet all of the eligibility 
criteria set out in the Cannabis Licence Act and its regulations.

A Retail Operator Licence allows you to operate one or more retail stores in 
Ontario. However, you must have a separate Retail Store Authorization for every 
store you wish to operate. 

RETAIL STORE AUTHORIZATION  
You must have a Retail Store Authorization for each one of your stores 
because the Cannabis Licence Act and its regulations require that each 
store meet certain requirements. Requirements relate to such matters 
as the store layout and location. The regulations also give residents 
of the municipality in which the proposed store would be located the 
opportunity to provide their input. 

CANNABIS RETAIL MANAGER LICENCE   
In order to ensure the responsible sale of cannabis, there must be 
at least one licensed manager for each authorized store location. 
The Cannabis Licence Act and its regulations set out eligibility 
criteria for the person who will have management responsibilities 
in authorized stores. This includes having responsibility for the 
cannabis inventory, for hiring and managing employees, and for 
ensuring the store operates with honesty and integrity at all times.

If you are a sole proprietor, and will be both the licensed operator 
and performing the duties of the retail store manager for a particular 
store, you do not need to get a Cannabis Retail Manager Licence 
for your store.

The Local 
Community
MUNICIPALITIES AND FIRST NATIONS 
RESERVES
Ontario municipalities have a one-time option 
to opt out of having cannabis retail stores in 
their communities. Municipalities have until 
January 22, 2019 to inform the AGCO if they 
wish to opt out. Municipalities that choose to 
opt out can opt back in at any time—but once 
they are in, they may no longer opt out. 

A cannabis store can only be located on a First 
Nations Reserve if it has the approval of the 
Band Council. 

RESIDENTS
Residents in the municipality of a proposed 
cannabis store location have an opportunity to 
share their views with the AGCO before a retail 
store is authorized. The Registrar may refuse to 
authorize the store if it is in the public interest 
to do so. 

The only areas of public interest the Registrar 
can consider, as defined by the regulations, are 
related to public health and safety, protecting 
youth and restricting their access to cannabis, 
and preventing illegal activities in relation to 
cannabis. 

Licensed Producers are the 
only legal growers/producers of 
cannabis products in Ontario.

The Ontario Cannabis Store is a 
Crown agency of the Government 
of Ontario and is the only legal 
supplier (wholesaler) of cannabis 
for private retail stores in Ontario. 
The OCS operates the only legal 
online store for recreational 
cannabis sales in Ontario. The 
AGCO does not regulate the OCS.

OCS

Health Canada regulates the 
cultivation and processing of 
cannabis and licenses producers, 
called “Licensed Producers”.
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Survey Report
22 September 2017 - 02 December 2018

Cannabis Storefronts in
Amherstburg Survey

PROJECT: Let's Talk Cannabis Storefronts in Amherstburg

Talk Amherstburg
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Q1  Do you support the operation of cannabis storefronts in the Town of Amherstburg?

82

82

25

25

3

3

Yes No Unsure

Question options

25

50

75

100

(110 responses, 0 skipped)

Cannabis Storefronts in Amherstburg Survey : Survey Report for 22 September 2017 to 02 December 2018

Page 1 of 6
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Do you support the operation of cannabis 
storefronts in the Town of Amherstburg? 

Do you have any other comments for consideration regarding the operation of cannabis storefronts in 
Amherstburg?

Nov 13 18 
11:14:31 
pm

Yes If people are required to travel to another municipality to purchase they will do so. This increases the risks of drivers driving 
high when they could have easily walked or stop at a local store when it was convenient. 

Nov 15 18 
07:25:42 
pm

Yes No

Nov 13 18 
03:24:01 
pm

Yes

I believe that a Cannabis store will bring much needed commercial tax revenue to Canada.  I am sure that the Province will 
highly regulate and monitor any Cannabis stores (much like LCBO stores) and therefore, the sale of these products will safe 
and the products not sold to minors.  Plus, we now have a Cannabis Clinic in Amherstburg, which will assist patients in 
obtaining products locally.  

Nov 27 18 
11:30:12 
am

Yes

Nov 17 18 
10:59:32 
am

Yes

Nov 13 18 
01:35:12 
pm

Yes Easy access to Marijuana for those who want to partake is critical to eliminating the influence of drug dealers in our 
community.   

Nov 16 18 
01:23:32 
pm

Yes allow only a certain number of storefronts

Nov 14 18 
01:09:41 
pm

Yes

Nov 27 18 
11:55:32 
am

Yes

Nov 23 18 
06:38:18 
pm

Yes

Nov 17 18 
11:31:50 
am

Yes Please bring more businesses and money into Amherstburg. We already have an LCBO and a Beer store, Sobeys sells 
beer, this is no different. Just a new way for the town to attract business.

Nov 17 18 
03:16:01 
pm

Yes

The Fed's have spoken, the province has spoken, the people have spoken.  This is an easy decision.  

Nov 16 18 
02:07:37 
pm

Yes

I see no reason for Amherstburg to opt out of Cannabis storefronts. If historically we were a "dry" community - no LCBO, no 
Beer Store, etc. - then maybe it would make sense to do so. In my eyes it is like any other legal recreational drug in spite of 
its recent legalization, and should be treated accordingly. So yes, I am in favour of cannabis storefronts in the Town of 
Amherstburg, and I appreciate the opportunity to provide my input. 

Nov 20 18 
08:53:30 
am

Yes

Nov 13 18 
03:56:38 
pm

Yes

Nov 16 18 
01:11:44 
am

Yes

Great opportunity to host retail stores and receive the funding provided by the province. 

If we do not opt in, residents will just go to the closest neighbouring  municipalities for access. We should capitalize on the 
economic opportunity. This Town had a lot to offer as the industry grows and expends to edibles and possible cannabis 
lounges ex: cannabis tourism/festivals and events . 

Date of 
contributi

on

Survey Response
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Nov 14 18 
09:39:21 
am

Yes

Nov 29 18 
06:11:57 
pm

Yes Keep the tax dollars local and supporting local businesses.  

Nov 15 18 
10:35:46 
pm

Yes

Nov 13 18 
01:56:06 
pm

Yes

Nov 15 18 
09:38:06 
am

Yes There needs to be sufficient parking. 

Nov 18 18 
11:31:43 
am

Yes

Nov 14 18 
12:10:46 
pm

Yes As long as they are licensed, law abiding and not a hang out for users, then why not

Nov 13 18 
01:48:09 
pm

Yes I would prefer people imbibe in cannabis rather than alcohol.   Less domestic violence and less effect on overall health.

Nov 13 18 
01:53:36 
pm

Yes

Nov 13 18 
02:15:53 
pm

Yes Would be great to have something local!

Nov 13 18 
02:55:03 
pm

Yes A cannabis cafe would be nice to have a safe environment other than your own home to use cannabis.

Nov 13 18 
04:06:15 
pm

Yes I feel it's great revenue for the towns and we need business. If we don't allow people who want it will get it anyhow and 
elsewhere. 

Nov 13 18 
07:48:40 
pm

Yes

Nov 14 18 
08:48:22 
am

Yes

Nov 14 18 
10:26:44 
am

Yes better to have it regulated and out in the open. generates sales,property and income taxes.

Nov 14 18 
12:08:45 
pm

Yes People are going to buy cannabis regardless now and if the municipality can receive a little of the financial windfall or foot 
traffic generated, might as well.

Nov 14 18 
02:46:45 
pm

Yes

Allowing the storefronts will bring increased revenue to the town through business taxes, and will also create jobs for 
individuals within the town. The town allows the LCBO/beer store to have storefronts as well as Sobeys to sell beer, 
cannabis should be no different now that it is legalized. 

Not allowing them will only make consumers drive further to other storefronts that will open in neighbouring communities, 
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Nov 15 18 
08:34:44 
am

Yes As long as there is going to be oil available we want it for health purposes not to get a high !

Nov 15 18 
08:42:29 
am

Yes

Nov 15 18 
09:06:38 
am

Yes

Nov 15 18 
09:14:44 
am

Yes

Nov 15 18 
09:23:15 
am

Yes We need this

Nov 15 18 
11:07:05 
am

Yes This seems like an important area of growth and development that will be complementary to the Leamington pot industry. 

Nov 15 18 
11:32:05 
am

Yes

Nov 15 18 
01:24:26 
pm

Yes

Nov 15 18 
05:49:34 
pm

Yes Ya brought in Windsor police even though the town don’t want it. Get this right and allow the fucking pot shops to set up 
shop in OUR town. 

Nov 15 18 
06:35:20 
pm

Yes
This is the new generation.  Guaranteed it's all ppl 50 + years old that are against it. The sales of marijuana is already 
happening in amherstburg whether it's a street dealer or a store front. Store front will at least make it a safer place for ppl to 
purchase it.

Nov 15 18 
06:48:31 
pm

Yes

I think it would be great to have. For county people to have close access to a store out here would be great. I dont see any 
downsides to opening storefront in amherstburg. I would like to know what downsides there would be from a opening stores 
that sell marijuana. Would you be able to provide some pros and cons for the people of Amherstburg to see? Creating 
businesses and local jobs would not hurt Amherstburg as i think we need to be able to employ more local residents. 

Nov 15 18 
08:13:17 
pm

Yes I would only want to ensure that there is a per capita limit on the amount of stores and size of stores in town.  1 would be 
sufficient.

Nov 15 18 
09:04:13 
pm

Yes

Nov 15 18 
09:32:57 
pm

Yes

Nov 15 18 
09:59:12 
pm

Yes  I’d rather keep the tax dollars in Amherstburg, so I support storefronts within town. 

Nov 16 18 
05:22:16 
am

Yes

Nov 16 18 
06:47:49 
am

Yes
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Nov 16 18 
08:52:05 
am

Yes
would suggest a bylaw to make certain there is location control in place, such as commercial area only, as well what steps 
are there to control the intensity of the aroma coming from the store.  Others that I have spoken to seem to have a concern 
with the smell around their business or business that they would go to, which could be a  deterrant 

Nov 16 18 
09:18:02 
am

Yes

Nov 16 18 
10:53:14 
am

Yes

Nov 16 18 
11:12:13 
am

Yes

Nov 16 18 
12:36:40 
pm

Yes I think the store should be located near to or next to the LCBO if possible. It’s then close to the police stations and away from 
schools 

Nov 16 18 
03:09:43 
pm

Yes

Nov 17 18 
09:50:50 
am

Yes

Nov 17 18 
11:18:35 
am

Yes

Nov 17 18 
11:52:59 
am

Yes

Nov 17 18 
02:58:46 
pm

Yes Would like to see discreet picture free signage, so it is not obvious, or making children curious as to what they are selling. 

Nov 17 18 
03:12:37 
pm

Yes

Nov 17 18 
07:36:48 
pm

Yes

Nov 17 18 
08:04:04 
pm

Yes I don't smoke cannabis. But I think it's a good opportunity for amherstburg. It will attract more people to our small town. More 
businesses the better.

Nov 17 18 
09:17:46 
pm

Yes

Nov 18 18 
04:30:49 
am

Yes

Nov 18 18 
08:15:05 
pm

Yes Providing all regulations are met. A Cannabis store should be in Amherstburg. New business and tax generation will be 
guaranteed 

Nov 20 18 
12:20:02 
pm

Yes
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Nov 19 18 
06:40:40 
pm

Yes

Nov 20 18 
03:53:01 
pm

Yes No

Nov 20 18 
08:24:00 
pm

Yes

Nov 22 18 
12:04:49 
am

Yes As a medical marijuana patient, I fully support the sales of marijuana via store front, further more amhurstburg had a "wine" 
festival yet people seem to have a negative opinion when it comes to legal marijuana.  

Nov 22 18 
08:23:21 
am

Yes I am in favor of cannabis store it will bring people to town that means more money for us

Nov 22 18 
08:55:49 
am

Yes

First consideration, using no cannabis is probably better than using cannabis as I believe insufficient studies exist to really 
support any perspective.  However, what is known about cannabis and it's ill effects are no greater than the ill effects of 
alcohol, tobacco or fast foods all of which are legally distributed within our community at several different outlets. If 
somebody is willing to invest in a business, operate that business within the framework of the stated regulations and that 
they believe can generate a profit with a legal product why is there any discussion.  Most negative views I believe are a 

Nov 27 18 
09:43:40 
am

Yes We should support the incremental tax revenue that the business would provide to the town. We allow alcohol to be sold with 
the town; cannabis is more than just a luxury item, unlike alcohol.

Nov 27 18 
09:43:40 
am

Yes

Nov 27 18 
09:48:24 
am

Yes

Nov 27 18 
10:45:24 
am

Yes If beer and cigarettes are available storefront then this shouldn't even be an issue.

Nov 27 18 
12:23:33 
pm

Yes

Nov 27 18 
05:29:56 
pm

Yes

Nov 27 18 
06:47:05 
pm

Yes

Nov 28 18 
06:39:32 
am

Yes Subject to appropriate zoning, etc. guidelines

Nov 28 18 
09:28:14 
am

Yes Say yes to free enterprise and let's get some tax revenue flowing for these type of operations so that everyone benefits 
including the residents who may be resistant to change.  

Nov 13 18 
02:40:53 
pm

Unsure I believe it is something that is going to happen. I just hope that it falls in line with the values of our town. If the store front is 
simple and doesn't overdo it it should be ok.

Nov 15 18 
10:37:01 
am

Unsure
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Nov 18 18 
09:26:42 
am

Unsure

Nov 15 18 
10:12:17 
pm

No I do not think that a historical, tourist town should be that focused on providing this sort of 'recreation'.  We should stick with 
our beautiful view, our family oriented draw, that everyone participates it.   

Nov 16 18 
06:08:49 
am

No Yes
Just like cigarettes, I don't want twelve year olds getting their hands on the stuff,and they will if there is enough around.

Nov 14 18 
08:18:08 
am

No

Nov 27 18 
11:22:04 
am

No No

Nov 13 18 
02:19:54 
pm

No

Nov 15 18 
08:00:43 
am

No Windsor would be a better location for the storefronts. We do not want it here.

Nov 15 18 
07:30:48 
pm

No

I know weed is now legal to smoke. But our young people don't need to have it thrown in their face.  Teenagers are very 
impressed by their surroundings. Personally I cant stand the smell and when I come face  to face with someone who has just 
smoked weed they seem like they don't understand anything. Act like idiots and show no respect for people. NO to the 
storefronts.

Nov 15 18 
08:35:57 
pm

No

Nov 16 18 
07:43:05 
am

No

Nov 16 18 
09:19:41 
pm

No If approved would like to see similar smoking by law as in Toronto that prohibits smoking with in “X” meters of any building 
entrance which includes store fronts, apartment entrance etc. 

Nov 16 18 
11:27:40 
pm

No

Nov 17 18 
09:21:32 
am

No

Opting out gives assurance that the Town maintains its reputation as a beautiful waterfront community with upscale dining, 
wineries etc. if cannabis retail stores are allowed, there is no ability to control how many stores will open and where, subject 
to certain restrictions. If we don’t opt out now, we can’t do so later. Let the larger urban centers take this on and evaluate it. 
We can opt in later if we want to once there is greater certainty on how this will play out.

Nov 17 18 
04:54:55 
pm

No

Nov 17 18 
08:26:36 
pm

No

I really don’t think this is the type of business we need to bring to this town. 

Maybe a cool arcade for kids to hang out. 

These are not the people who’s business we want to draw in this town. 

Nov 18 18 
07:47:18 
am

No

Nov 18 18 
01:43:08 
pm

No

My suggestion would be 'not at first'.  
My guess is there will be a great deal of confusion as to what is a successful cannabis retail model, with a fair bit of business 
failures at the beginning.  While it may be argued that being first into the market will be helpful, unless every other 
municipality in the county opts out there will be no major advantage to jumping in in the first wave.
Also the 150m distance limit on schools (and no other limits) is problematic.  If it gets improved later, but retail sites have 
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Nov 22 18 
10:05:36 
am

No

Nov 27 18 
10:53:11 
am

No

Nov 27 18 
11:34:01 
am

No

Nov 27 18 
12:16:41 
pm

No

Nov 27 18 
01:15:37 
pm

No Get rid of the methadone clinic too. 

Nov 27 18 
01:41:15 
pm

No I do not want to see this in Amherstburg ever. 

Nov 28 18 
02:02:03 
pm

No

We are new residents of Amherstburg moving from a densely populated city to a quaint town. We are extremely disappointed 
to learn that this lovely town would even consider "cannabis storefronts" as attractive. These stores do not enhance 
communities but rather detract from the great accomplishments of smaller locally run businesses. This is not the type of 
community we would wish to support. There is plenty of access to non-medical cannabis elsewhere in the area to satisfy 
those who wish to consume it. As concerned retired healthcare  employee's we hope this town will not fall into the cannabis 

Nov 28 18 
02:09:35 
pm

No Store front shouldn't be visible to young children and merchandise should be behind a solid entity identical to tobacco. 

Nov 28 18 
04:27:43 
pm

No Legal yes - attractive tourist attraction - not in my opinion.  
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