Hosting Our Youth

By Alan Cardo

T

he Young Democratic Socialists (YDS) Southern Regional
Conference, in downtown Decatur, brought together
young socialists from throughout the United States. While
including several groups from around the country, the South
had particular representation at the conference, including
new people from the Atlanta area.
A special focus for the conference was the relationship
between socialism and the South, and the future of organizing in
the South. Highlights included workshops on a variety of topics,
and the election of the new YDS Coordinating Committee (see:
http://www.ydsusa.org/leadership_positions_opportunities).
Several local members attended and helped lead workshops,
including Ian Fletcher on “Socialism and the South,” Daniel Hanley
and Megan Harrison on “Socialist Organizing”, Brandon PaytonCarillo on “Blogging for the Revolution”, and YDS UGA member
David Littman on “Socialism and the Arts.” On Sunday the whole
group visited the exhibits at the Center for Civil and Human Rights.
As David Littman wrote on Facebook: “I was so fortunate
to spend the weekend with some of the smartest, strongest,
sexiest people I know. Thank you so much for coming to
Atlanta, comrades!”
Special thanks to Hope Adair, Stephanie and Tom Coffin,
Barbara Joye and Reid Jenkins, Bernardo Gomez and Gayla
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Barbara Joye (left) introduced panelists La’die Mansfield and
Ian Fletcher.

Jamison, Cecily McMillan, Bobbie Paul, Travis Reid, Lisa
Taylor, Steve Wise and Bob and Judy Wolhueter for providing
“solidarity housing” for several attendees.
For more information about YDS, see ydsusa.org or
contact our MADSA liaison, Hope Adair: hopeadair@
gmail.com. u
The YDS crowd, with
National Director
Maria Svart, Youth
Organizer Betsy Avila,
and DSA Co-chair
Joe Schwartz.
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GETTING TOGETHER
Capitalism v. Democracy

M

ADSA membership meetings, held at the Open Door
Community every other month, are open to all, and
we were delighted to see some new faces among the
30 or so who attended on Aug. 22. Timothy Kuhner of Georgia
State University, author of Capitalism v. Democracy: Money
in Politics and the Free Market Constitution, gave us the bad
news about the U.S. political system (no surprise), and we
joined him in looking forward to urgently needed reforms.

In the Community

A

Community Day Festival was held on August 7th at Four
Corners Park in Peoplestown, co-sponsored by MADSA,
Occupy Our Homes Atlanta, the SMP Housing Justice
Movement, Peoplestown Revitalization Corporation, the
American Friends Service Committee, the J. Dilla Foundation,
Zulu Nation, and Peace by Piece. u
Left: Barbara Joye (shown),
Henry Kahn and Milt Tambor
made new friends and
distributed literature on
democratic socialism in general and the Bernie
Sanders presidential
campaign in particular.
Photo: Reid Freeman Jenkins

Below: Hawks for Bernie?
Well, at least one. A falconer
and feathered friend, along
with MADSA’s falconer
Greg Ames, entertained the
Peoplestown Festival crowd.
Photo: Nancy Daniel

Timothy Kuhner of Georgia State University, author of Capitalism v.
Democracy at the August 22 membership meeting.

On another positive note, Georgia General Assembly District
59 candidate Janine Brown shared her progressive stands on
the issues facing our state. We also heard reports from the
Georgia Coalition for Peace and Justice (Barbara Landay);
Occupy Our Homes (Nancy Daniel); Georgians for Bernie
Sanders (Megan Harrison); and the YDS summer conference
(Barbara Joye and Megan Harrison).
During the business meeting segment of the program,
Nominations Chair Bob Caine called for nominations for next
year’s MADSA officers and for delegates to the DSA national
convention in November. Contact him at rcaine@mindspring.
com to volunteer yourself or someone else for those positions.
Elections will be held Sept. 26. u

Reid Jenkins Honored

T

he Unitarian-Universalist Congregation of Atlanta
awarded MADSA member Reid Jenkins its 2014
Ed Arnold Peacemaker award on the anniversary of
the Hiroshima bombing (August 6, 1945) for his work
with Veterans for Peace and other efforts to help veterans.
Reid is also an avid photographer who garners many of the
photo credits you can see on the MADSA webpage at dsaatlanta.org. Congratulations, Reid! u
Reid Jenkins (left) receives the Unitarian Universalist Congregation’s Ed
Arnold Peacemaker Award from Sven Lovegren.
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Georgia for Bernie Update: Actions and Strategy
By Daniel Hanley

O

ver the past few months, independent advocacy for
Bernie Sanders’s campaign in Georgia has rapidly
expanded in a decentralized, somewhat chaotic fashion,
though a core group of organizers – many of them members
of Metro Atlanta Democratic Socialists of America – has
consistently coordinated a series of outreach events, house
meetings, workshops, and, as activists hope, the foundations
for a long-term struggle.
Georgia for Bernie Sanders (GFBS), a grassroots
organization not coordinating with the official campaign, held
its July 29 mass meeting at a union hall, drawing over 100
participants. This meeting coincided with the campaign’s
call for local organizing meetings on this day, and a live

Georgia for Bernie Sanders activists.

video announcement from Bernie at the union hall prompted
discussion and impassioned speak-outs (see photo).
Furthermore, GFBS presented a slideshow of its previous
accomplishments as well as future opportunities to take action.
Two approaches have characterized GFBS’s current strategy.
Most events prioritize high visibility, high-volume outreach,
targeting friendly constituencies. The goal is to improve Atlanta’s
familiarity with the candidate’s platform, which is especially
critical in a state where Sanders has such low name recognition
and support. For instance, a group of 7-12 activists has toured
the city on a regular basis with large, LED-illuminated “BERNIE
SANDERS” signs, each time visiting a different location relevant
to the Sanders campaign platform, including Ga. State University,
Grady Hospital, and a MARTA station. These actions energize
the participants and observers alike and stimulate political
conversation in high traffic areas. Outreach teams have also
distributed flyers and buttons at sports events, Decatur’s
“Slide the City,” food festivals, and, most recently, at the city’s
annual DragonCon convention and parade. At DragonCon, GFBS
activists donned Bernie Sanders masks to “cosplay” as the
Senator, presenting his campaign platform to thousands of
approving voters from around the country, including actor
Don’t forget to check the MADSA website at dsa-atlanta.org (and
contribute your MADSA–related news items and photos to bobwolhueter@dsa-atlanta.org). Keep up with the national scene at
dsausa.org, including the latest Democratic Left blog posts in the
middle column of that page and Talking Union and The Activist
(YDS) blogs in the left and right hand columns (click on the blog
title to see earlier posts).
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DSA member John McDonough is next in line to speak for Bernie at
the open mike, July 29.

Edward James Olmos, who gave one Bernie impersonator a
strong endorsement: “You’re the only reason I still have hope.”
The second campaign approach is absolutely vital to
building a long-term movement: DSA members have stressed
the importance of building alliances between the election
campaign and local grassroots democratic organizations,
with the aim of strengthening both. DSA members have
represented GFBS while supporting labor actions, such as a
CWA rally for AT&T workers and the North Georgia Labor
Council Labor Day picnic. At these events, labor organizers
and rank-and-file workers have shown great interest in
the Labor for Bernie petition, urging unions to endorse
Sanders. At the Labor Day picnic, many attendees, including

MADSA contingent en route to the September 11 Bernie rally in
downtown Atlanta. L to R: Barbara Joye, Minnie Ruffin,
Brandon Payton-Carillo, Barbara Landay, and Adam Cardo.

multiple public officials, expressed interest in attending the
candidate’s Sept. 11 appearance in Atlanta, a $50 fundraiser.
With some limited success, Metro Atlanta DSA has urged new
GFBS activists to deepen their involvement with independent
grassroots groups, such as Black Lives Matter, the Peoples’
Agenda, Fight for $15, and DSA itself. Far from co-opting the
campaign, this strategy is a key part of the Bernie Sanders
campaign message: it will take more than a democratic
socialist in the Oval Office to achieve justice; we need to build
a lasting movement to take on the billionaire class. u
Paid for by Democratic Socialists of America
(www.dsausa.org). Not authorized by any
candidate or candidate’s committee.
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Still Seeking Justice: The Moore’s
Ford Bridge Lynching Reenactment

O

n July 25 I spent the day as I have for the past seven
years, in the small town of Monroe, GA near Athens.
The seat of Walton County, Monroe is a sleepy little
place. Once a farm town dependent on the vagaries of King
Cotton, these days it survives more as a suburb of its larger
neighbor to the east.
It is also the site of the last, still unsolved, mass lynching
of black folk in US history: the Moore’s Ford Bridge Lynching,
http://newsone.com/2642271/moores-ford-bridge-lynching/
I was in Monroe to participate in the 11th annual
reenactment of the murders of Roger Malcom, Dorothy
Dorsey, George Dorsey and Mae Murray at the hands of a
Klan-inspired lynch mob. It is a solemn and evocative event,

By Walter Reeves

led by former Georgia Representative Tyrone Brooks, as Mark
Auslander of Brandeis University described in his article
Holding on to those Who Can’t be Held: http://southernspaces.
org/2010/holding-those-who-cant-be-held-reenactinglynching-moores-ford-georgia:
Each year since 2005, a group of multiracial activists has
reenacted a lynching at Moore’s Ford in rural Georgia
in which four young African Americans were murdered
in 1946. The stated purpose of the reenactment is to
campaign for prosecution of surviving perpetrators
and, more broadly, to call attention to the long national
history of violence against persons of color. At more
L to R: Bob Caine, Ed Loring and
friend played the roles of lynch
mob members.
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Photos: Mary Catherine Johnson, courtesy The Open Door Community.

nuanced levels the annual performance speaks to
relations between generations, and between the living
and the dead. As a ritual enacted by local people, each
performance bridges experiences of racial violence and
injustice while raising the promise of reconciliation.

Reenacting the atrocity carried out on that hot and humid
day in 1946 is a harrowing experience – one for which the
word “ordeal” is not misplaced. None of us looks forward
to the reenactment itself. What we do look forward to is
the renewal of the bonds forged among us through years of
commitment to a common purpose: that the names of the
dead should not be forgotten nor the crimes of the past be
covered in silence. In this we have been animated by the
conviction that even the darkest pages our history must be
illuminated if we are to avoid their repetition.
This year that lesson has been urged upon us with
greater force than ever by the horrific slaughter of innocents

Even those of us with modest means have insurance
policies, pension benefits, wills or living trusts for which
we can designate beneficiaries like DSA. A bequest is
one of the simplest ways to support DSA. DSA values
bequests of all sizes. These thoughtful gifts ensure that
we can continue our critical work to fight for the values
of cooperation, solidarity, and socialism. To learn more
about investing in solidarity for the future, contact us at
(212) 727-8610 or see www.dsausa.org/bequests.

www.dsa-atlanta.org

   

at Mother Emmanuel AME Church in Charleston SC and
by the seemingly endless train of deaths of black men and
women at the hands of the police and self-appointed white
vigilantes. Nothing could underline more emphatically the
truth of Faulkner’s statement: “The past is never dead. It’s
not even past.”
What has sustained us in our efforts, beyond the urgency
of the need for remembrance and rectification, has been the
awesome and wondrous revelation of our common humanity
across the man-made bar of the color line. In the years that
we have pursued this work we have been privileged to meet
and know a host of remarkable and inspiring persons whose
lives would otherwise never have intersected with our own.
This year, in addition to my portrayal of segregationist
Eugene Talmadge, DSA members participating again
included Bob Caine and Ed Loring of the Open Door
Community who gave a fiery sermon at the start of the
event. Other members have helped in the past, playing the
grueling roles of Klan members and Talmadge supporters.
Rep. Brooks and others continue to pursue justice for the
victims. I hope that next year we will be able to include a
celebration of their success. u

M

etro Atlanta DSA encourages our members to contribute
to this newletter. Let us know what’s going on in your
community–your struggles, inspirations, successes. Appeal
for support, share pictures, ask questions, or editorialize.

Send submissions to:
Barbara Joye
barbara@freejoye.com
For information about Metro Atlanta DSA:
dsa-atlanta.org
mltambor@yahoo.com
770-313-4628.
For information about the
Democratic Socialists of America: dsausa.org
Equality is edited by Barbara Joye. Production Barbara Segal.

Labor donated
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COMING ATTRACTIONS
Democratic Socialist Dialogue: Climate
Change and Alternatives to Capitalism

Sunday, Sept. 13, 2015, 2 pm - Open to all
Downstairs meeting room, Decatur Library, 215
Sycamore St., Decatur, GA 30030
(One block from the Decatur Marta station; free parking
on the Library parking deck)
Suggested readings: This Changes Everything, Naomi
Klein; Laudato Si, Encyclical, Pope Francis; Summaries:
http://www.nybooks.com/articles/archives/2015/jan/08/
can-climate-change-cure-capitalism-exchange/ and <http://
www.focus.org/blog/posts/summary-of-laudato-si-popefrancis-encyclical-environment-quotes.html>
Presenters:
Jeff Bragg, MADSA member; supervisor, Dekalb Soil and
Water Conservation District
Sr. Liz Sully, Sinsinawa Dominican, teacher and activist
Response: Daniel Blackman, Social Karma, former
candidate for Public Service Commission
Moderator: Bobbie Paul, former WAND Executive
Director
More information: Ray Miklethun (678) 772-9929

Membership meeting – Open to all

Saturday, Sept. 26, 11 am
Open Door Community, 910 Ponce DeLeon Ave. NE,
Atlanta 30306.
Featured speakers: Gary Washington, former Black
Panther member, Teamster, veteran of many other progressive
movements, and originator of WRFG’s Labor Forum program,
and Breakfast for Children volunteer Minnie Ruffin will speak
about the Black Panther Party in anticipation of the Atlanta
opening Oct. 9 of the new documentary “The Black Panthers,
Vanguard of the Revolution.”
Important business meeting–election of officers and
convention delegates; local activity reports

Celebrate Pride! October 10-11

Join MADSA’s contingent in the Atlanta Pride march,
Sat. Oct. 10 and table for LGBTQ rights, DSA and Bernie at
the MADSA booth at the festival in Piedmont Park Sat. and
Sun. This was a great experience last year, but we need more
volunteers. Contact Travis Reid: travis.reid@yahoo.com or
Barbara Segal: segals@earthlink.net.

DSA National Convention – November 13–15

Our conventions take place every other year. Always
fabulous events with a range of great workshops and speakers,
they set national priorities and elect the National Political
Committee. This year we will meet at a rural retreat center in
western Pa. near Pittsburgh. To register (you must be a DSA
member): http://www.dsausa.org/convention2015

Ninth Annual Douglass-Debs Dinner
November 18th

New location: Lofts at Castleberry Hill, 170 Northside Dr.
(Next to Paschal’s)
We will honor School of the Americas Watch founder
Father Roy Bourgeois and former Georgia Representative
Tyrone Brooks.
Keynote speaker: Retired United Auto Workers President
Bob King
$50 includes food, entertainment, fellowship. Get tickets
by October. 22, as space is limited. (Some subsidies are
available for students and low-income guests.)
This event is our major fundraiser for the year, enabling
our contributions to coalitions and community campaigns.
Info: mltambor@yahoo.com.

For a reminder of why we named our dinner after
Frederick Douglass, here is an excerpt from his famous
speech “The Meaning of the Fourth of July for the Negro,”
delivered in Rochester, NY on July 5, 1862. Douglass, born
into slavery, was an abolitionist, human rights and women’s
rights activist, orator, author, journalist, newspaper
publisher and social reformer. The complete speech can be
found at dsa-atlanta.org.

“What, to the American slave, is your 4th of July? I answer:
a day that reveals to him, more than all other days in the year,
the gross injustice and cruelty to which he is the constant victim.
To him, your celebration is a sham; your boasted liberty, an
unholy license; your national greatness, swelling vanity; your
sounds of rejoicing are empty and heartless; your denunciation of
tyrants brass-fronted impudence;
your shout of liberty and
equality, hollow mockery;
your prayers and hymns,
your
sermons
and
thanksgivings, with all
your religious parade
and solemnity, are to
him, mere bombast,
fraud, deception, impiety,
and hypocrisy–a thin veil
to cover up crimes which
would disgrace a nation
of savages. There is not
a nation on the earth
guilty of practices
more shocking
and bloody than
are the people
of the United
States, at this
very hour.” u
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