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Today, we celebrate the radicals who came before 
us, and all of the comrades in the international 
struggle today. We celebrate the workers who 
filled the streets to demand an 8-hour work day, 
the demonstrators who have marched against war and 
for immigrants’ rights, and all of the workers 
organizing during a global pandemic to demand safe 
working conditions on this very May Day.

As isolated individuals, we are incapable of 
overturning a ruthlessly entrenched capitalist 
system built to dehumanize us, extract value from 
us, and discard us. Only as organized socialists 
do we have the power to unite our class across the 
gendered, racialized, xenophobic lines that divide 
us and powerfully remake our world. This pamphlet 
of assorted May Day histories, memories, and songs 
is shared as both a celebration of our radical 
tradition and as a call to recommit—today and all 
days—to our collective struggle for a radically 
democratic society structured around human need, 
dignity, and real freedom. 

Solidarity forever 
DSA-LA Political Education Committee

Happy May Day Comrades!



“A great international demonstration shall be 
organized for a fixed date in such a manner 
that the workers in all countries and in all 
cities shall on a specified day 
simultaneously address to the public 
authorities a demand to fix the workday at 
eight hours and to put into effect the other 
resolutions of the International Congress of 
Paris.

In view of the fact that such a demonstration 
has already been resolved upon by the 
American Federation of Labor at its 
convention of December 1888 in St. Louis for 
May 1, 1890, that day is accepted as the day 
for the international demonstration.

The workers of the various nations shall 
organize the demonstration in a manner suited 
to conditions in their country.”

Resolution introduced by
Raymond Lavigne (a French delegate)
at what became the inaugural Congress of 
the Second International (Paris, July 1889)



August Spies (Court Statement, 1886)
Spies was one of 8 radical leaders framed on false charges of throwing a bomb at 

police during a demonstration in Chicago—a demonstration held as a continuance of 

a strike of 400,000 workers demanding an 8-hour work day that began on May 1, 1886. 

This is an excerpt from his court statement when asked if he had anything to say 

about why the death sentence should not be passed upon him and his comrades.

“The contemplated murder of eight men, whose only crime is that they have DARED TO 

SPEAK THE TRUTH, may open the eyes of these suffering millions; may wake them up. 

Indeed, I have noticed that our conviction has worked miracles in this direction 

already. The class that clamors for our lives, the good, devout Christians, have 

attempted in every way, through their newspapers and otherwise, to conceal the true 

and only issue in this case. By simply designating the defendants as "Anarchists," 

and picturing them as a newly discovered tribe or species of cannibals, and by 

inventing shocking and horrifying stories of dark conspiracies said to be planned 

by them (...)

"Anarchism is on trial!" foams Mr. Grinnell. If that is the case, your honor, very 

well; you may sentence me, for I am an Anarchist. I believe with Buckle, with Paine, 

Jefferson, Emerson, and Spencer, and many other great thinkers of this century, 

that the state of castes and classes – the state where one class dominates over and 

lives upon the labor of another class, and calls this order – yes; I believe that 

this barbaric form of social organization, with its legalized plunder and murder, 

is doomed to die, and make room for a free society, voluntary association, or 

universal brotherhood, if you like. You may pronounce the sentence upon me, 

honorable judge, but let the world know that in A. D. 1886, in the State of Illinois 

eight men were sentenced to death, BECAUSE THEY BELIEVED IN A BETTER FUTURE; because 

they had not lost their faith in the ultimate victory of liberty and justice! 

But, if you think that by hanging us, you can stamp out the labor movement – the 

movement from which the downtrodden millions, the millions who toil and live in 

want and misery – the wage slaves – expect salvation – if this is your opinion, 

then hang us! Here you will tread upon a spark, but there, and there, and behind 

you and in front of you, and everywhere, flames will blaze up. It is a subterranean 

fire. You cannot put it out.(...)

Now, these are my ideas. They constitute a part of myself. I cannot divest myself 

of them, nor would I, if I could. And if you think that you can crush out these 

ideas that are gaining ground more and more every day, if you think you can crush 

them out by sending us to the gallows – if you would once more have people suffer 

the penalty of death because they have dared to tell the truth – and I defy you to 

show us where we have told a lie – I say, if death is the penalty for proclaiming 

the truth, then I will proudly and defiantly pay the costly price! Call your 

hangman! Truth crucified in Socrates, in Christ, in Giordano Bruno, in Huss, 

Gallileo, still lives – they and others whose number is legion have preceded us on 

this path. We are ready to follow!”

https://www.marxists.org/subject/mayday/articles/speeches.html


An excerpt from The Martyred Apostles of Labor in 
remembrance of comrades executed by the state 
after a bomb exploded in Chicago’s Haymarket 
Square during the unprecedented strike wave of May 
1886): 

“wealth has been created in fabulous abundance. 
But, alas, this wealth, instead of blessing the 
race, has been the means of enslaving it. The few 
have come in possession of all, and the many have 
been reduced to the extremity of living by 
permission.

A few have had the courage to protest. To silence 
these so that the dead-level of slavery could be 
maintained has been the demand and command of 
capital-brown power. Press and pulpit responded 
with alacrity. All the forces of society were 
directed against these pioneers of industrial 
liberty, these brave defenders of oppressed 
humanity—and against them the crime of the century 
has been committed.

Albert R. Parsons, August Spies, George Engel, 
Adolph Fischer, Louis Lingg, Samuel Fielden, 
Michael Schwab and Oscar Neebe paid the cruel 
penalty in prison cell and on the gallows. 

They were the first martyrs in the cause of 
industrial freedom, and one of the supreme duties 
of our civilization, if indeed we may boast of 
having been redeemed from savagery, is to rescue 
their names from calumny and do justice to their 
memory.” 

Eugene Debs (1898)

https://www.marxists.org/archive/debs/works/1898/martyred.htm


“The International Socialist 
Congress in Amsterdam calls upon 
all Social-Democratic Party 
organizations and trade unions of 
all countries to demonstrate 
energetically on May First for the 
legal establishment of the 8-hour 
day, for the class demands of the 
proletariat, and for universal 
peace. The most effective way of 
demonstrating on May First is by 
stoppage of work. The Congress 
therefore makes it mandatory upon 
the proletarian organizations of 
all countries to stop work on May 
First, wherever it is possible 
without injury to the workers.”

Resolution of Sixth Congress
of the 2nd International 
(Amsterdam, 1904)



Bandiera Rossa (1908)

Forward people, to the rescue
Red flag, red flag
Forward people, to the rescue
Red flag will triumph.

Red flag will be triumphant
Red flag will be triumphant
Red flag will be triumphant
Long live socialism and freedom!

The exploited's immense formation
Raises the pure, red flag
Oh proletarians, to the rescue
Red flag will triumph.

Red flag will be triumphant
Red flag will be triumphant
Red flag will be triumphant
The fruits of labor will be for he who works!

From the country to the sea, to the mine
To the workshop, those who suffer and hope
Be ready, it's the hour of vengeance
Red flag will triumph.

Red flag will be triumphant
Red flag will be triumphant
Red flag will be triumphant
Only socialism is true freedom.

No more enemies, no more frontiers
The borders are red flags
Oh socialists, to the rescue
Red flag will triumph.

Red flag will be triumphant
Red flag will be triumphant
Red flag will be triumphant
Only in socialism is there peace and freedom.

Bold, conscious and proud ranks
Unfurl the red flag in the sun
Workers to the rescue
Red flag will triumph.

Red flag will be triumphant
Red flag will be triumphant
Red flag will be triumphant
Long live communism and freedom!

An English translation of “Red Flag,” one of the most famous songs of the 
Italian labour movement 



“The brilliant basic idea of May Day is 
the autonomous, immediate stepping forward 
of the proletarian masses, the political 
mass action of the millions of workers who 
otherwise are atomized by the barriers of 
the state in the day-to-day parliamentary 
affairs, who mostly can give expression to 
their own will only through the ballot, 
through the election of their 
representatives. The excellent proposal of 
the Frenchman Lavigne at the Paris 
Congress of the International added to 
this parliamentary, indirect manifestation 
of the will of the proletariat a direct, 
international mass manifestation: the 
strike as a demonstration and means of 
struggle for the eight-hour day, world 
peace, and socialism.”

Rosa Luxembourg (1913)
An excerpt from revolutionary Luxembourg’s 
writing, from The Idea of May Day on the March:

https://www.marxists.org/archive/luxemburg/1913/04/30.htm


“At last I secure from the next cell a 
newspaper--never was I so anxious for one 
and I am asked to read. I read slowly and 
clearly to the other comrades. With what a 
thrill we learn of the demonstrations; in 
Cleveland, in Detroit, in Chicago, in New 
York and in Paris. Each account is 
received with cheers. We are not alone! 
There are others, many, many others and we 
triumph!

Again we sing the Red Flag and the 
International. 

Outside the crowd shouts and presses 
against the barred windows. They think 
they are free and us imprisoned. But we 
know better and to their cries of "Down 
with the Bolsheviki! Kill the dirty 
Bolsheviks!" our song answers "Arise ye 
prisoners of starvation, Arise ye wretched 
of the earth."

Martha Foley (1919)
An excerpt from Red May Day in Prison: 

Spies was one of 8 radical leaders framed on false charges of throwing a bomb at 

police during a demonstration in Chicago—a demonstration held as a continuance of 

a strike of 400,000 workers demanding an 8-hour work day that began on May 1, 1886. 

This is an excerpt from his court statement when asked if he had anything to say 

about why the death sentence should not be passed upon him and his comrades.

“The contemplated murder of eight men, whose only crime is that they have DARED TO 

SPEAK THE TRUTH, may open the eyes of these suffering millions; may wake them up. 

Indeed, I have noticed that our conviction has worked miracles in this direction 

already. The class that clamors for our lives, the good, devout Christians, have 

attempted in every way, through their newspapers and otherwise, to conceal the true 

and only issue in this case. By simply designating the defendants as "Anarchists," 

and picturing them as a newly discovered tribe or species of cannibals, and by 

inventing shocking and horrifying stories of dark conspiracies said to be planned 

by them (...)

"Anarchism is on trial!" foams Mr. Grinnell. If that is the case, your honor, very 

well; you may sentence me, for I am an Anarchist. I believe with Buckle, with Paine, 

Jefferson, Emerson, and Spencer, and many other great thinkers of this century, 

that the state of castes and classes – the state where one class dominates over and 

lives upon the labor of another class, and calls this order – yes; I believe that 

this barbaric form of social organization, with its legalized plunder and murder, 

is doomed to die, and make room for a free society, voluntary association, or 

universal brotherhood, if you like. You may pronounce the sentence upon me, 

honorable judge, but let the world know that in A. D. 1886, in the State of Illinois 

eight men were sentenced to death, BECAUSE THEY BELIEVED IN A BETTER FUTURE; because 

they had not lost their faith in the ultimate victory of liberty and justice! 

But, if you think that by hanging us, you can stamp out the labor movement – the 

movement from which the downtrodden millions, the millions who toil and live in 

want and misery – the wage slaves – expect salvation – if this is your opinion, 

then hang us! Here you will tread upon a spark, but there, and there, and behind 

you and in front of you, and everywhere, flames will blaze up. It is a subterranean 

fire. You cannot put it out.(...)

Now, these are my ideas. They constitute a part of myself. I cannot divest myself 

of them, nor would I, if I could. And if you think that you can crush out these 

ideas that are gaining ground more and more every day, if you think you can crush 

them out by sending us to the gallows – if you would once more have people suffer 

the penalty of death because they have dared to tell the truth – and I defy you to 

show us where we have told a lie – I say, if death is the penalty for proclaiming 

the truth, then I will proudly and defiantly pay the costly price! Call your 

hangman! Truth crucified in Socrates, in Christ, in Giordano Bruno, in Huss, 

Gallileo, still lives – they and others whose number is legion have preceded us on 

this path. We are ready to follow!”

https://www.marxists.org/subject/women/authors/foley/prison.html


Into the streets May First! 
-Alfred Hayes, 1934

Into the streets May First!
Into the roaring Square!
Shake the midtown towers!
Shatter the downtown air!
Come with a storm of banners,
Come with an earthquake tread,
Bells, hurl out of your belfries,
Red flag, leap out your red!
Out of the shops and factories,
Up with the sickle and hammer,
Comrades, these are our tools,
A song and a banner!
Roll song, from the sea of our hearts,
Banner, leap and be free;
Song and banner together,
Down with the bourgeoisie!
Sweep the big city, march forward,
The day is a barricade;
We hurl the bright bomb of the sun,
The moon like a hand grenade.
Pour forth like a second flood!
Thunder the alps of the air!
Subways are roaring our millions –
Comrades, into the square!



Solo un movimiento obrero consciente, 
unido y honesto puede defender con éxito 
los intereses de los trabajadores y ayudar 
al engrandecimiento de México.

Confederacion de Trabajadores de mexico (1947)‘ ‘
Primero de Mayo de 1947

May Day Flyer

Only a conscious, united and honest 
workers movement can successfully defend 
the interests of the workers and help the 

development of Mexico.



“On May 3, 1971, after nearly two weeks of 
intense antiwar protest in Washington, DC, 
ranging from a half-million-person march to 
large-scale sit-ins outside the Selective 
Service, Justice Department, and other 
government agencies, some 25,000 young people 
set out to do something brash and 
extraordinary: disrupt the basic functioning 
of the federal government through nonviolent 
action. They called themselves the Mayday 
Tribe, and their slogan was as succinct as it 
was ambitious: “If the government won’t stop 
the war, we’ll stop the government.” (...) An 
elaborate tactical manual distributed in 
advance detailed twenty-one key bridges and 
traffic circles for protesters to block 
nonviolently, with stalled vehicles, 
improvised barricades, or their bodies.  
Under direct presidential orders, Attorney 
General John Mitchell mobilized the National 
Guard and thousands of troops from the Army 
and the Marines to join the Washington, DC 
police in rounding up everyone suspected of 
participating in the protest. (...) A 
staggering number of people— more than 
7,000—were locked up before the day was over, 
in what remain the largest mass arrests in US 

history.”

History of Mayday Tribe’s 1971 Demonstration
From Direct Action:

Protest and the Reinvention of American Radicalism 
(Kauffman, 2017)

Forward people, to the rescue
Red flag, red flag
Forward people, to the rescue
Red flag will triumph.

Red flag will be triumphant
Red flag will be triumphant
Red flag will be triumphant
Long live socialism and freedom!

The exploited's immense formation
Raises the pure, red flag
Oh proletarians, to the rescue
Red flag will triumph.

Red flag will be triumphant
Red flag will be triumphant
Red flag will be triumphant
The fruits of labor will be for he who works!

From the country to the sea, to the mine
To the workshop, those who suffer and hope
Be ready, it's the hour of vengeance
Red flag will triumph.

Red flag will be triumphant
Red flag will be triumphant
Red flag will be triumphant
Only socialism is true freedom.

No more enemies, no more frontiers
The borders are red flags
Oh socialists, to the rescue
Red flag will triumph.

Red flag will be triumphant
Red flag will be triumphant
Red flag will be triumphant
Only in socialism is there peace and freedom.

Bold, conscious and proud ranks
Unfurl the red flag in the sun
Workers to the rescue
Red flag will triumph.

Red flag will be triumphant
Red flag will be triumphant
Red flag will be triumphant
Long live communism and freedom!

https://www.versobooks.com/books/2331-direct-action


Narro has been involved in organizing annual May Day marches 
and demonstrations in Los Angeles since they began in 2000. 
Twenty years ago, the first annual May Day demonstration was 
organized alongside groups including the Korean Immigrant 
Workers Alliance (KIWA), The Garment Workers Center, and the 
Pilipino Workers Center, and mobilized 800 people to confront 
a local restaurant owner who owed workers hundreds of 
thousands of dollars in unpaid wages. In the 2006 march, LA’s 
labor movement and immigrant rights organizers combined to 
rally more than 5,000,000, and this year’s digital May Day is 
themed “All Workers are Essential.” Below is a selection of 
lightly edited reflections from a recent conversation with 
Narro about what he describes as a “powerful experience every 
year.” 

Victor Narro (2020)

“We saw the power in connecting struggles in Los 
Angeles with international worker solidarity. We 
created a Multi-ethnic Immigrant Worker Organizing 
Network; we were called MIWON and we sponsored the 
major marches. And, in the weeks before the march 
we had teach-ins. We would introduce the history 
of May Day to organizers and workers in different 
languages, undertaking consciousness-raising work 
beforehand.”

[In regards raising working class consciousness 
and the bond between the labor movement and 
immigrants rights organizations in LA] “Education 
and consciousness raising is key. (...) Otherwise 
[May Day] simply becomes a big one-day event where 
we all gather together. But it’s important to 
know, even back in 2000, that May Day began more 
than a 100 years before that, and to learn the 
whole history from the beginning.”

“If a group of workers, or an organization, or a 
union is under attack, we jump in to be there for 
them, and visa versa. My hope is that we come out 
[of the pandemic] with what has always been a 
strong sense of solidarity, but an even deeper 
framework of solidarity and interconnectedness.” 



When the union’s inspiration through the workers blood shall run
There can be no power greater anywhere beneath the sun
Yet what force on Earth is weaker than the feeble force of one but
The union makes us strong
 
Chorus:
Solidarity Forever
Solidarity Forever
Solidarity Forever
For the union makes us strong
 
Is there aught we hold in common with the greedy parasite
Who would lash us into serfdom and would crush us with his might
Is there anything left to us but to organize and fight? For…
The union makes us strong
 
(Chorus)
 
It is we who plowed the prairies, build the cities where they trade
Dug the mines and build the workshops, endless miles of RR laid
Now we stand outcast and starving ‘mid the wonders we have made but
The union makes us strong
 
(Chorus)
 
All the world that's owned by idle drones is ours and ours alone
We have laid the wide foundations, built it skyward stone by stone
It is ours, not to slave in, but to master and to own
While the union makes us strong
 
(Chorus)
 
They have taken untold millions that they never toiled to earn
But without our brain and muscle not a single wheel can turn
We can break their haughty power, gain our freedom when we learn that
The union makes us strong
 
(Chorus)
 
In our hands is placed a power greater than their hoarded gold
Greater than the might of armies magnified a thousand-fold
We can bring to birth a new world from the ashes of the old for
But the union makes us strong
 
(Chorus)

Solidarity Forever 
Lyrics by Ralph Chaplin, first appearance in Little Red Songbook 
(1916)

Solidarity Forever 
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