
Framework for Endorsement Proposal and Analysis 

Being a Democratic Socialist organization, DSA Los Angeles believes that major decisions that 
the chapter takes, especially those that have political goals, should be undertaken with full 
democratic transparency. We therefore ask that when proposing such a decision to chapter 
committees or the broader membership, that the proposal be accompanied by analysis that 
explains why and how the proposal aligns with our chapter ideology and goals. In requiring 
these analyses, we hold ourselves accountable to our Democratic Socialist ideals, and we take 
the opportunity to educate both our own membership and the public about our political and 
ideological reasoning.  

The following question sets are guidelines for developing both a proposal and an analysis of an 
event, candidate, ballot measure, campaign, or other item that could be endorsed by DSA-LA or 
any of its committees. Proposals and analyses should be comprehensive, and address relevant 
aspects of this guide in a thoughtful, well-developed way. They do not need to answer every 
question included here, as long as they thoroughly cover what the proposed endorsement is 
and most importantly, why it makes sense for DSA-LA to engage its members and any other 
resources in support of it. After submission,1 incomplete proposals and analyses may be 
returned with a request that authors address any critical aspects that were overlooked before an 
endorsement is formally considered. 

PROPOSAL COMPONENT: 
1. What is the proposed endorsement?

a. Is it an event, ballot measure, candidate, DSA-initiative, etc.?
b. How is the “ask” or call-to-action specifically framed, e.g., read a statement,

attend an event, call your representative, vote a certain way?

2. What resources will be needed?
a. Does it require any chapter or committee funding?
b. Does it require getting people to show up to and/or participate in an event?
c. Does it require mobilizing members and organizers?
d. Why should supporting this be a priority, given that we cannot effectively devote

our resources to every issue? In other words, does the level of resources
required line up with political importance or relevance?

3. How would this advance or support DSA-LA’s current committee work, and the
organization broadly?

a. How does it specifically support the work being done in any of our issue-based
committees and working groups?

b. Why should this effort be prioritized now, and not at a future date?
c. How might it build relationships with other DSA chapters, or DSA National?

1Submissions will go to the DSA-LA Steering Committee, until chapter and committee platforms and goals 
are developed and ratified by DSA-LA’s broader membership.  

8Draft- July 11, 2017



ANALYSIS COMPONENT 
4. How does the position or action support or advance the goals of democratic

socialism?
a. Does it alleviate systemic pressure on poor people/working class?
b. Does it shift the balance of political and/or economic power from political and

economic elites and toward the working class?
c. Is it non-reformist? Does it envision a new future?
d. Does it open up new possibilities for what might be politically possible by

popularizing socialist ideas and shifting the center of the political spectrum to the
Left?

e. How does this advocate or advance a transformative reform, versus a
progressive/incremental reform?

f. What implications might this have at the local, state, national, or international
level?

5. How does this position or action support or advance the goals and priorities of
DSA-LA?

a. How can it engage existing members?
b. How can it draw in new members?
c. Why is this something that DSA-LA is uniquely capable of addressing, or capable

of addressing differently, compared to other non-socialist orgs and socialist orgs?
d. How does this align with the chapter’s stated goals and priorities?

6. How does the position or action situate DSA-LA relative to other organizations?
a. Who is already aligned with our position? Who is the opposition?
b. Are we offering a perspective that is sufficiently distinct from non-socialist

progressive orgs?
c. Are there points where current or potential coalition partners could align or

recognize aspects of their own goals and platform?
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