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Introduction!  
Hello, and welcome to the DSA-LA Electoral Politics committee’s voter guide to 
the elections on June 5, 2018. 

There’s a lot to vote for this year, so we decided to do the research on every 
contested race on the ballot so you could know who and what you’re voting for 
when you mark those little dots in the polling booth.  

Given the huge number of races pertinent to LA county, we decided to create a 
cheat sheet with our recommendations—many of which represent “lesser evil” 
calculations. Only Gayle McLaughlin for Lieutenant Governor and Steve 
Dunwoody for Assembly District 54 have been endorsed by DSA-LA as a 
whole, so please don’t take these suggestions as the recommendation of the 
entire chapter—these are just what a few dedicated DSA members in the 
Electoral Politics committee came up with after hours of researching the races 
through a pragmatic leftist lens. 

If you scroll down to a particular race, you’ll see that the information provided 
varies slightly between races—this was a long and communal effort, but we 
decided to share as much information as seemed useful for you to make a 
considered choice. Often, we omitted Republican or Libertarian candidates—if 
you’re reading this, we don’t imagine you’d vote for them anyway—and 
occasionally we limited our research to the candidates with a decent chance of 
winning. 
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You might also notice that many of these races are either literally or practically 
uncontested, or that most of the candidates seem bland, hazily defined, and 
mildly corrupt. This is a consequence of our big-money political system that 
rewards machine candidates and incumbents and drastically hampers the 
democratic process.  

Even so, especially for the downballot and local races, your vote and the votes 
of your friends and family can make a big difference in our collective lives, so 
please hit the polls on June 5. 

And if the choices seem dispiriting, we invite you join us in DSA-LA to work 
towards building a better future. Our government, our economy, and our 
society has been stolen from us by a venal mob of mediocre plutocrats, but we 
can take it back if we band together and fight. 

You can look up your district here:  
http://findyourrep.legislature.ca.gov/ 

And find your polling place here: 
 http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/polling-place/ 

And if you’d like to find out more about any of these candidates or races, feel free to 
email us at electoralpolitics@dsa-la.org, and we can either answer your questions, 
point you towards more information, or help you learn how to do this research yourself. 

If you don’t see a race in your district listed here, that’s because we did some research 
and found that the race was essentially uncontested—typically because no one is 
mounting a real challenge to the incumbent (which is very difficult, especially at the 
federal level), or there’s only one candidate running to the left of the Republican or 
Libertarian candidates. 
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Cheat Sheet 

Underlined = Endorsed by DSA-LA! 
 
Election       Recommendation  

Governor of California     Delaine Eastin or 
        Gloria La Riva 
Lieutenant Governor of California   Gayle McLaughlin 
Attorney General of California    Dave Jones 
Secretary of State of California     Ruben Major 
Treasurer of California     Fiona Ma 
State Superintendent of Public Education   Tony Thurmond 
Insurance Commissioner      Ricardo Lara or  
        Asif Mahmood 
Board of Equalization, 3rd District    Doug Kriegel or  
        Micheál "Me-Haul" O'Leary  

United States Senator      Not Dianne Feinstein 

United States Congressional District 25   Jess Phoenix 
United States Congressional District 29   Angelica Dueñas 
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United States Congressional District 30   Jon Pelzer 
United States Congressional District 34   Kenneth Mejia 
United States Congressional District 39  Andy Thorburn or 
        Sam Jammal 

California State Senate District 22     Mike Eng 
California State Senate District 32    Vivian Romero 

California State Assembly District 39    No recommendation 
California State Assembly District 45    Ankur Patel (DSA Member) 
California State Assembly District 53    Miguel Santiago 
California State Assembly District 54    Steve Dunwoody 
California State Assembly District  58    No recommendation 
California State Assembly District 63   Maria D. Estrada 

LA County Assessor     No recommendation  
LA County Sheriff      No recommendation 

Superior Court Judges: 
Office #4       A. Veronica Sauceda 
Office #16       No recommendation 
Office #20        Wendy Segall 
Office #60       Holly L. Hancock 
Office #63       No recommendation 
Office #67        Maria L. Armendariz 
Office #71        Danielle R.A. Gibbons 
Office #113       No recommendation 
Office #118       No recommendation 
Office #126         No recommendation 
Office #146       Armando Durón 
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Ballot Propositions: 

Yes on 68 
Yes on 69 
No on 70 
Yes on 71 
Yes on 72 
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Kevin de Léon (D) 20 
And Three Republicans:  21 

Attorney General of California 22 
Xavier Becerra (D) (Incumbent) 22 
Dave Jones (D) 23 
Steven Bailey (R)  24 
Eric Early (R)  24 

Secretary of State of California 25 
Alex Padilla (D) (Incumbent) 25 
Ruben Major (D) 26 
Mark P. Meuser (R) 26 
Erik Rydberg (Green) 27 
CT Weber (Peace & Freedom)  27 
Michael Feinstein (Green)  28 
Raul Rodriguez Jr. (R) 28 
Gail K. Lightfoot (Libertarian) 29 

State Superintendent of Public Instruction 30 
Marshall Tuck 30 
Tony Thurmond  30 
Lily Ploski 31 
Steven Ireland 31 

California State Treasurer 32 
Insurance Commissioner 33 

Steve Poizner (NPP) 33 
Nathalie Hrizi (Peace & Freedom Party) 33 
Ricardo Lara (D) 34 
Asif Mahmood (D) 34 

State Board of Equalization - 3rd District 36 
Doug Kriegel (D) 36 
Ben Pak (D)   36 
Nancy Pearlman (D) 37 
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Scott Svonkin (D) 38 
Cheryl Turner (D) 38 
Tony Vazquez (D) 39 
G. Rick Marshall (R) 39 
Micheál "Me-Haul" O’Leary (NPP) 40 

California State Senate - 22nd District 41 
Susan Rubio (D) 41 
Mike Eng (D) 42 
Monica Garcia (D) 42 
Ruben Sierra (D) 42 

California State Senate - 32nd District 44 
Tony Mendoza (D) 44 
Rudy Bermudez (D) 44 
Vivian Romero (D) 45 
Vicky Santana (D) 45 
Ali S. Taj (D) 45 
Bob Archuleta (D) 45 
Vanessa Delgado (D) 46 

California State Assembly - 39th District 47 
Ricardo Benitez (R) 47 
Antonio Sanchez (D) 48 
Patty Lopez (D) 48 
Luz Rivas (D) 49 
Patrea Patrick (D) 49 
Bonnie Corwin (D)  49 

California State Assembly - 45th District 50 
Ankur Patel (D) 50 
Tricia Robbins Kasson (D) 52 
Raymond Bishop (D) 53 
Daniel Brin (D) 53 
Jeff Bornstein (D) 53 
Justin M. Clark (R) 54 
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California State Assembly - 53rd District  55 
Miguel Santiago (D) (Incumbent) 55 
Rae E. Henry (D) 56 
Kevin H. Jang (D) 56 
Michael A. Lewis (Libertarian) 56 

California State Assembly - 54th District 57 
Vote for Steve Dunwoody! 57 
Who is Steve? 57 
What’s Steve’s platform? 57 
Who else is running? 57 
Vote Steve on June 5! 57 

California State Assembly - 57th District 58 
Ian Calderon (D) (Incumbent) 58 
Justin Joshua Valero (D) 58 
Blake Sullivan Carter (D) 59 
Jessica Martinez (R) 59 
Oscar Llamas (R) 59 

California State Assembly - 58th District 60 
Cristina Garcia (D) (Incumbent) 60 
Ivan Altamirano (D) 61 
John Paul Drayer (D) 61 
Karla Salazar (D) 62 
Friné Medrano (D) 62 
Pedro Aceituno (D) 63 

California State Assembly - 63rd District 65 
California’s 25th Congressional District 66 

Bryan Caforio (D) 67 
Katie Hill (D) 67 
Jess Phoenix (D) 68 

California’s 29th Congressional District 70 
California’s 30th Congressional District 71 
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California's 34th Congressional District 72 
Jimmy Gomez (D) (Incumbent) 72 
Kenneth Mejia (Green) 72 

California's 39th Congressional District  74 
Gil Cisneros (D) 74 
Andy Thorburn (D) 75 
Sam Jammal (D) 75 
Dr. Mai Khan Tran (D) 76 

Judges for the Superior Court 77 
Superior Court Office No. 4 77 

Alfred A. Coletta 77 
Matthew Schonbrun 78 
A. Verónica Sauceda 78 

Superior Court Office No. 16 78 
Patricia (Patti) Hunter  78 
Hubert S. Yun 79 
Sydne Jane Michel 79 

Superior Court Office No. 20 79 
Wendy Segall 79 
Mary Ann Escalante 80 

Superior Court Office No. 60 80 
Tony J. Cho 80 
Holly L. Hancock 81 
Ben Colella 81 

Superior Court Office No. 63 81 
Malcolm H. Mackey 81 
Anthony Lewis 82 

Superior Court Office No. 67 82 
Onica Valle Cole 82 
Dennis P. Vincent 82 
Maria Lucy Armendariz 83 

Superior Court Office No. 71 83 
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Danielle R.A. Gibbons 83 
David A. Berger 83 

Superior Court Office No. 113 84 
Javier Perez 84 
Steven Schreiner 84 
Michael P. Ribons 84 

Superior Court Office No. 118 85 
Troy Davis 85 
David D. Diamond 85 

Superior Court Office No. 126 85 
Rene Caldwell Gilbertson 85 
Shlomo Frieman 86 
Ken Fuller 86 

Superior Court Office No. 146 86 
Emily Theresa Spear 86 
Armando Durón 86 

Los Angeles County Sheriff 87 
Jim McDonnell (Incumbent) 87 
Bob Lindsey  88 

Los Angeles County Assessor 89 
Proposition 68: The Parks, Environment, and Water Bond 90 

Details: 90 
Supporters: 90 
Opposition: 92 
Editorial: 92 
Vote:  92 

Proposition 69: The Transportation Taxes and Fees Lockbox and 
Appropriations Limit Exemption 93 

Details: 93 
Supporters: 93 
Opposition: 94 
Editorial: 95 
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Vote:  95 

Proposition 70: Vote Requirement to Use Cap-and-Trade 
Revenue  96 

Details: 96 
Supporters: 96 
Opposition: 97 
Editorial: 98 
Vote: 98 

Proposition 71: Effective Date of Ballot Measures  99 
Details: 99 
Supporters: 99 
Opposition: 100 
Editorial: 100 
Vote:  100 

Proposition 72: Rainwater Capture Systems Excluded from 
Property Tax Assessments 101 

Details: 101 
Supporters: 101 
Opposition: 102 
Editorial: 102 
Vote:  102
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Governor of California  
Overview: 

The governor of California is the chief executive of a state with a population larger 
than Canada and the fifth-largest GDP in the world (we just beat out the UK earlier this 
month). As a result, this is a very big-money race, and Gavin Newsom has more than 
double the funds of any of his competitors. Unsurprisingly, recent polls put Gavin 
Newsom at the head of the pack, with a projected 25 percent of the vote, followed by 
the Trump-backed Republican, John Cox (19 percent) and former LA mayor Antonio 
Villaraigosa (at 15). We could end up with a Newsom-Cox or a Newsom-Villaraigosa 
runoff in November, but either way it’s looking like Newsom is our next governor. 

So, vote for who you like! Delaine Eastin is a committed progressive with a far better 
track record on the leftier side than Newsom—who we should not forget, despite his 
pivot towards the progressive left, was the pro-business mayor of San Francisco. 
Gloria La Riva is a perennial PSL (Party for Socialism and Liberation) candidate and 
longtime hardcore socialist activist. Both would be better than Newsom, but neither 
will win. On the upside, Newsom is certainly better than Cox, and unlike Villaraigosa he 
has not sold his soul to the charter school lobby. 

There is an argument to be made for strategically voting for Villaraigosa in the primary 
in order to secure him the second-place spot over John Cox—if two democrats win on 
June 5, it would deny John Cox a 6-month soapbox for his vile ideology, might force 
Newsom to run further to the left rather than coasting in on the Democratic ticket, and 
could depress statewide Republican turnout in November, since no Republican would 
be running at the top of the ballot. 

We’ve summarized some of the major points of each major candidate here in case 
you’re curious, but decided to focus our research and time on more contested 
downballot races. 
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Gavin Newsom (D) 
Overview: 

Newsom is the current Lt Governor of California, after winning the seat in 2010. Before 
getting into politics, he was a businessperson, running a wine shop in the Bay Area. He 
was on the San Francisco Board of Supervisors from 1998 to 2004 and was the mayor 
of San Francisco from 2004 to 2010. His endorsers include Sen. Kamala Harris, Rep. Ro 
Khanna, the California Teachers Association, the California Nurses Association, SEIU, 
and many others. 

Platform: 

● Supports California’s status as a sanctuary state. 
● Wants to provide universal preschool  
● Start a college savings account for every incoming kindergartener.  
● Free tuition for two years of community college 
● Pro-choice 
● Repeal the death penalty and the three-strikes law,  
● End cash bail and for-profit prisons 
● Supports a California state single-payer health care system 
● Create a state bank 
● Expand Earned Income Tax Credit for very low-income earners. 

Finances: Newsom currently has $17,643,132 in his war chest.  

Antonio Villaraigosa (D) 

Overview: 
Villaraigosa served as Mayor of Los Angeles from 2005-2013. He has spent much of his 
career working for the SEIU and United Teacher Los Angeles, ironically, before 
becoming an ardent charter school advocate. He was elected to the California State 
Assembly in 1994 and was elected as Assembly Speaker in 1997. Villaraigosa also 
served on Los Angeles city council from 2003-2005. His endorsers include a bunch of 
sitting politicians, the California Charter Schools Association, and the Los Angeles 
Times. 
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Platform:  
● Entirely in the pocket of the charter school lobby 
● Bring back Community Redevelopment Agencies to address housing crisis 
● Provide $10 billion revolving fund to help home and property owners build 

Accessory Dwelling Units (“in-law units” or “granny flats”) 
● Supports California’s status as a sanctuary state. 
● Opposes single-payer health care. Believes universal healthcare coverage 

should be achieved by expanding the Affordable Care Act and Medicare. 

Finances: 
 Villaraigosa has $7,098,219 on hand. 

Delaine Eastin (D) 
Overview: 
 Eastin was the California Superintendent of Public Instruction from 1995 to 
2003. She was in the California State Assembly from 1998 to 1994. Her endorsers 
include the San Francisco Bay Guardian and the San Francisco Berniecrats. 

Platform: 
● Supports total ban on oil and natural gas fracking 
● Opposes off coast drilling for oil and gas 
● End the war and drugs and treat addiction like a mental health issue 
● End cash bail, stop prosecuting teenagers as adults, and end mandatory 

enhancements and minimums  
● Opposes death penalty 
● Supports free college tuition 
● Supports 3 months of fully paid maternity and paternity leave with plans 

to extend it to 9 months 
● Supports universal preschool 
● Move California from the bottom 10 into the top 10 in per pupil spending 

for K-12 
● Increase school year from 180 to 200 days 
● Supports a California state single-payer healthcare system 
● Build one million additional housing units in the next four years 
● Repeal Costa-Hawkins and the Ellis Act 
● Supports California’s status as a sanctuary status 
● Provide public broadband for underserved areas 
● Supports efforts to make all single stall restrooms gender neutral 
● Will push for abortion access for all women in the state 
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Finances: 
Eastin has $140,700 of cash on hand 

John Chiang (D) 
Overview: 
Chiang is the current California State Treasurer and high school buddy of Insurance 
Commissioner and Attorney General candidate Dave Jones. Before entering politics, 
Chiang was a tax law specialist for the IRS. He was the California State Controller from 
2007-2015. His endorsers include by Rep. Ted Lieu, Rep. Brad Sherman, and the 
Association for Los Angeles Deputy Sheriffs. 

Platform: 
● Create a statewide rapid rehousing program 
● Increase funding for public schools 
● Delay UC and CSU tuition increases 
● Supports a California state single-payer healthcare system 
● Incentivize businesses to provide pension plans to employees 

Finances: 
 Chiang has $7,874,806 on hand 

John Cox (R) 
Overview: 
Cox is a lawyer and businessperson. He is endorsed by Donald Trump, and running on 
an anti-immigrant platform with strong overtones of fascism—campaign slogans 
include “Reclaim California” and “End the Sanctuary State.” 

Platform: 
● Repeal the gas tax increase 
● Defend Prop 13 
● End sanctuary cities 
● Outlaw abortion 

Finances: 
 The Cox campaign has $1,206,691 
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Travis Allen (R) 
Overview: 
Allen is a California State Assembly member. He owns a financial advisory and wealth 
management practice. He endorsed by a slew of Republican State Assemblymen. 

Platform: 
● Repeal the gas tax increase 
● Create more charter schools 

Finances: 
 Allen’s campaign has $147,609 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Lieutenant Governor of California 

Vote for Gayle McLaughlin! 
http://gayleforcalifornia.org/ 

You may have seen us say this before, but Gayle McLaughlin is the best candidate in this race, 
and perhaps the best politician running for a statewide seat in 2018. 

Why Vote for Gayle? 
FIfteen years ago, the East Bay city of Richmond—home to Chevron’s primary west-coast oil 
refinery—was run by politicians in the pocket of Big Oil. 

The small port city, comprised of a largely black, working-class, and deeply impoverished 
community, struggled under the company’s shadow. Chevron controlled their company union 
and segments of law enforcement, dumped money into local nonprofits to secure their 
support (and good PR), and lavishly funded the campaigns and pet causes of the ruling bloc on 
city council, all while poisoning residents with periodic plumes of toxic smoke from industrial 
accidents. Richmond had been a company town for decades, and there was no reason to think 
that was changing anytime soon. 

But in 2004, Gayle McLaughlin and a group of local organizers decided to start the Richmond 
Progressive Alliance—a coalition of community groups, unions, Green Party members, 
environmentalists, and socialists—to take back their city. 

Focused on grassroots organizing and building authentic relationships within the community, 
RPA pushed forward a political insurgency on a corporate-free, working-class, anti-racist, 
environmentally just agenda. They not only built support during elections (which they often 
won), but activated the people of Richmond year-round through regular mass public meetings 
on pressing local issues, engaged municipal employees and unions, and built power through 
appointments to the city’s vast array of committees, boards and commissions. 

On the strength of this organizing model, Gayle McLaughlin was elected to two terms as mayor 
and two terms as city councilor, and was endorsed by Bernie Sanders for her final city council 
run. While in office, McLaughlin and her allies in the RPA passed the first Fair Rent Control law 
in California in 30 years, increased local minimum wage to $15, opposed the construction of 
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local jails, ended local criminalization of the homeless, reduced homicides by 75% in eight 
years, reformed policing, forced Chevron to pay $7.5 million in additional taxes to the city per 
year, opposed privatizing public education and charter schools, and brought greener and 
cheaper energy to 85% of homeowners and businesses in the city. 

What’s Gayle’s Platform? 

McLaughlin is running for Lt. Governor as an independent “No Party Preference” candidate, 
with the explicit goal of using her campaign and her office to build the kind of leftist activist-
electoral coalitions she helped forge in Richmond across the state. 

Gayle is an open and committed socialist who believes in Medicare for All, free public college 
in California, creating a progressive millionaire’s tax, ending mass incarceration and private 
prisons, creating a public bank, repealing Costa-Hawkins and the Ellis Act, opposing privatized 
education, reinstating Redevelopment Agencies to put money back in the neighborhoods that 
need it, ending cash bail, taxing oil extraction and banning fracking, shutting down gun 
manufacturing, and closing the corporate loophole in Prop 13 property tax law to recoup 
billions for the people of California. 

Who’s she running against? 

Her opponents include West Covina State Senator Ed Hernandez, Sacramento developer and 
former Ambassador to Hungary Eleni Kounalakis, Bay Area lawyer and former Ambassador to 
Australia Jeff Bleich, and San Diego lawyer Cameron Gharabiklou. None of these candidates 
have pledged to run a campaign free of corporate money, none of them are committed 
socialists, and all of them are either lifelong players in the California Democratic Party machine 
or newcomers with no political or organizing experience. 

Vote Gayle on June 5! 
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United States Senate 
Overview: 

Much like the governor’s race, the race for senate is a very large deal. Any Democrat 
running against a Republican in the general in November is likely to win by default. For 
Democrats or anyone to their left, that means that only candidates with huge amounts 
of money or world-shaking grassroots movements behind them stand a chance. For 
Republicans, that means that a literal neo-Nazi that no one’s ever heard of before can 
be a front-runner in the field. 

So yes, 32 people are running for this seat, many of them with excellent politics and 
(one hopes) bright political futures in California on the left. Unfortunately, only a 
handful have a shot at winning top-two on June 5. We have:  

Dianne Feinstein (D) 

The incumbent senator is a multi-millionaire with a net worth approaching $100 million 
who supported the Iraq War, co-sponsored the extension of the PATRIOT Act, opposes 
single-payer, calls weed a “gateway drug,” supports the death penalty (she changed 
her mind just on 5/23!), tried to pass a law that would make “desecrating the flag” a 
federal crime, is a strong gun control advocate, has a good environmental record, and 
is a ranking Democrat in many senate committees 

Kevin de Léon (D) 
The main Democratic challenger is the President of the California State Senate, and 
represents the 24th State Senate district covering Downtown and East LA. The child of 
a working-class immigrant family, he came into politics through a job as a labor 
organizer with the California Teachers Association, won Jackie Goldberg’s former seat 
in the Assembly, then moved to the State Senate in 2010.  
 
He supports single-payer healthcare, a shift to renewable energy, strong gun control, 
and supporting labor, which has won him the endorsements of a large swath of the 
California labor movement. 
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And Three Republicans:  
James P Bradley, a random business guy from Orange County who did well in one poll 
because his name was the first white-sounding Republican one listed. 

Roque “Rocky” de la Fuente, a Republican from San Diego who is simultaneously 
running for senate in Florida 

Patrick Little, a literal Nazi who’s running on a platform of ending “Jewish 
Supremacism.” 

So how should you vote? 

There are other Democrats running who, in an ideal world, could win the seat. Alison 
Hartson, a Berniecrat from Garden Grove, is running a corporate-free campaign that’s 
been endorsed by the Justice Democrats and a handful of progressive organizations, 
and seems to have a great platform. David Hildebrand, a Sacramento DSA member, is a 
proud Democratic Socialist who’s been endorsed by Gayle McLaughlin, other bay-area 
leftist politicians, and a handful of Berniecrat groups—though, notably, his only DSA 
endorsement comes from the Fresno chapter. 

Unfortunately, they cannot win the seat. Dianne Feinstein, with a huge pile of money 
and 30 years of statewide fame as a sitting senator, will almost certainly win the most 
votes on June 5. The second-place spot to advance to November will be fought out 
between De Léon and one of the Republican wing-nuts—28 percent of Californians 
are registered Republicans, so they could plausibly beat KDL for the second spot. 

Kevin de Léon is not a Berniecrat, let alone a socialist, but he is without a doubt 
politically to the left of Dianne Feinstein—and there remains a slim chance that he 
could beat her in November if he makes it past June 5. Dianne Feinstein is without a 
doubt politically to the left of all of the Republicans running, and will beat any of them 
handily in November. So, if you think unseating Feinstein with a candidate to her left is 
a worthy goal, it would make sense to vote for Kevin de Léon.  
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Attorney General of California 
Overview: 

This is the highest-profile races in the state where a challenging progressive (Dave 
Jones) has a chance to unseat an incumbent machine Democrat (Xavier Becerra)—and 
it could have wide-ranging impacts on how the law is enforced in California.  
 
This is getting a little in the weeds, but the Bernie wing of the CA Democratic party 
almost managed to secure a Dem party endorsement for Dave Jones outright at the 
state convention, falling just 4 percent short of the required 60 percent of delegates 
needed. Even without a Jones endorsement, it’s remarkable that they managed to 
deny an incumbent (with a national profile) the party endorsement—Becerra has 
outraised Jones many times over, but the fact that Jones has made it this far is 
testament to the growing movement to replace DAs and AGs with reform candidates 
who oppose the carceral state. 

Xavier Becerra (D) (Incumbent) 

Background: 
Xavier Becerra grew up in a working-class family in Sacramento, got his BA and JD 
from Stanford, and then jumped straight into politics. In 1990, he won an eastside LA 
seat for State Assembly, and then went on to become the congressman for a broad 
chunk of the east side of the city in 1993. He returned to California in 2017, when Jerry 
Brown appointed him Attorney General to fill the seat left open by Kamala Harris when 
she became a US Senator. Since taking office, Becerra has devoted much of his time to 
filing lawsuits against the Trump administration’s policies targeting immigrant 
communities. 

Platform: 
Besides opposing Trump, Becerra’s platform is not clearly defined and lacks many 
specifics. He mentions exploring options for bail reform, supporting sanctuary cities, 
and building “trust and communication between Californian families and law 
enforcement.” He has publicly supported a M4A system in California in the past, but his 
current campaign website does not advocate for single-payer. He also supports the 
death penalty. 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Finances: 
As of May 10th, Becerra leads all other candidates with $3,712,962 in his war chest. 
Most of his biggest donations come from centrist (or outright conservative) unions 
such as the SEIU, the ILWU, and the Laborer’s International Union of North America.  

Dave Jones (D) 

Overview:  
Dave Jones is the current Insurance Commissioner of California. He is endorsed by 
UTLA, UNITE HERE!, most members of the legislative Progressive Caucus, a number of 
Our Revolution chapters, and many others. 
  
Background:  
Dave Jones grew up in the Chicago suburbs, where he went to high school with State 
Treasurer and gubernatorial candidate John Chiang (Jones was student body 
president, Chiang was VP). After Harvard Law, he worked as a legal aid attorney in 
Northern California, and worked with Janet Reno in the Clinton White House. In 1999, he 
won a seat on the Sacramento City council, and then moved up to represent the 9th 
district in the State Assembly from 2004-2010. He has been the state’s Insurance 
Commissioner since 2010, where he’s pressured insurance companies to lower their 
rates in order to be listed on the state healthcare exchange. 
  
Platform: 
Jones advocates for sanctuary cities, an end to cash bail, increased gun control, and 
has pledged to create a legal framework for single-payer healthcare in the state. He 
opposes the death penalty 
  
Finances: 
Jones has $875,944 of cash on hand. His major donors include the United Food and 
Commercial Workers, EMPAC, and the California Federation of Teachers.  
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Steven Bailey (R)  

Background:  
Since 2009 Bailey has been a Judge in the El Dorado County Superior Court of 
California. He is endorsed by the Pro Life Council, the Gun Owners of California, and 
Three-Strikes Sentencing Laws advocate Mike Reynolds. Yeesh. 

Platform: 
Bailey is light on specifics but publicly state he is against “Reducing sentences, 
realignment, and early release.” 

Finances: 
Bailey has $12,977 of cash on hand. 

Eric Early (R)  
Background: 
Eric Early is an lawyer. 

Platform: 
● Advocates creating an advisory council of professionals to look at creating 

permanent facilities to house the severely mentally ill in order to combat gun 
violence. 

● Against sanctuary cities.  
● Repeal the Gas Tax 

Finances: 
 Early has $76,725 of cash on hand. 
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Secretary of State of California 
Overview: 
The Secretary of State has control over the state election and campaign finance 
system, a host of business regulatory and licensing bodies, and an assortment of 
smaller duties. Only three of the candidates in the race seem to be seriously 
campaigning—the incumbent Democrat Alex Padilla, the challenging Dem Ruben 
Major, and a Republican, Mark Meuser—but Padilla is extremely likely to win..  

Alex Padilla (D) (Incumbent) 
Overview:  
Alex Padilla is the incumbent candidate for Secretary of State. In his time as SOS he has 
been sued twice by the ACLU (to allow voters to take/post “ballot selfies” and to 
question why 45,000 voters weren’t notified of mismatched signatures on their 
ballots). Padilla spent some time during the last presidential election cycle openly 
campaigning for Hillary Clinton. 

Background:  

Padilla was raised in Pacoima, a city in the east San Fernando Valley. He graduated from 
MIT but made the switch to public office at the age of 26 when he was elected to the LA 
City Council to represent the east Valley. His nearly 20-year political career has shown 
him to be the most police and prison friendly of the Secretary of State candidates 
(aside from the Republicans, of course). Padilla interviewed and helped select Bill 
Bratton to be Chief of Police and drafted legislation to stop the sale of illicit cell phones 
in prisons. A  good, nice thing he’s done for the community includes drafting legislation 
to help English Language Learners in schools statewide. 

Platform: 
 Padilla initially ran on a platform to modernise voting and increase voter participation; 
he has not abandoned those promises. He has also pledged to protect the voters of the 
State from the Trump administration and their voter intimidation. Padilla sponsored 
legislation that automatically registered folks as voters when they got/renewed a 
license and a bill that expanded the early voting period to 10 days. Unlike his 
progressive counterparts, he is not calling for publicly owned voting systems or an end 
to top-two races.  
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Finances:  
Padilla accepts corporate donations. He has raised $1.3M from nearly 700 donors. 

Ruben Major (D) 

Overview: 
 Ruben Major is the only Democrat running against incumbent Alex Padilla. He started 
his career as an EMT, working in various communities, from Native American 
reservations to big cities. Experiencing the cross-section of communities, coupled 
with his degrees in counter-terrorism and law, compelled him to run for office.  

Background:  
Major started his own business training EMTs without interference from private 
companies, which he saw as taking advantage of the people they sought to train. Along 
with running his small business, he is a blogger and the editor of a public safety news 
service. 

Platform:  
Along with his friends in the Green and Peace & Freedom parties, Major is not taking 
any corporate donations. He is advocating for open source software for election 
systems and paper ballot audits. He has also pledged to not endorse any candidate 
should he be elected, a move that seems like a direct swipe at Padilla. 

Finances:  
Ruben has raised nearly $76K from 34 donors. 

Mark P. Meuser (R) 
Overview: 
 Mark P. Meuser is one of two Republicans running and is the top vote-getter of the two. 
He wants to modernise voting, bringing it “from the 19th century to the 21st century.” 

Background:  
Meuser has quite the colourful history. As a young boy he sold cherries he stole from 
his neighbourhood; this sparked his interest in operating a small business. He got a law 
degree in his 20s and opened a law firm with the aim to help small businesses navigate 
state regulations. Meuser loves the outdoors and completed an Ironman (on his third 
try!) He is also a rare book collector. 
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Platform:  
Meuser is explicit in his desire to “modernise”” voting in the state. He wants to institute 
a PIN system where folks input a 4 digit number in addition to signing their ballots to 
prove their identity. 

Finances:  
Meuser has raised nearly $93K from just over 300 donors. 

Erik Rydberg (Green) 

Overview:  
Erik Rydberg is running on a corporate-free platform. He lists “election justice” as one 
of his passions. 

Background:  
Rydberg is Native American and served as a Bernie Sanders delegate.  

Platform:  
Like many No-Party Preference voters in the last election cycle, Rydberg was left 
feeling frustrated by a lack of information surrounding how exactly to cast his ballot (in 
order for Sanders’ name to appear on the ballot he needed to request a cross-over 
Democratic ballot). This experience inspired him to run for Secretary of State with a 
mission to “ensure an accurate, thorough, and transparent count of California’s votes.”  

Finances: 
None filed with the state 

CT Weber (Peace & Freedom)  
Overview: 
 CT Weber is a longtime union organiser and currently serves as the Legislative 
Committee Chair for the Peace & Freedom party.  

Background:  
Weber worked for the State of California as both a special agent and government 
analyst.  
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Platform: 
 Like Lightfoot, Weber is running two end Top-Two races. He wants to replace this 
system with Proportional Representation. Weber is advocating for publicly owned, 
open source paper ballots and getting corporate money out of politics.  

Finances: 
 None filed with the state. 

Michael Feinstein (Green)  

Overview:  
Michael Feinstein (not related to Dianne Feinstein) is the co-founder of the Green Party 
of California, two-time City Councilperson, and former Mayor of Santa Monica.  

Background:  
Feinstein has been in the political sphere for nearly 30 years. He began his career as a 
Rollerblade salesperson before dedicating the rest of his life and time to Green Party 
politics. Notable endorsements include the San Francisco Berniecrats and Our 
Revolution Santa Clarita Valley. 

Platform:  
Feinstein has drafted a “Democracy Bill of Rights” with three main tenets: voter choice, 
clean money, and election integrity. Along with Lightfoot and and Weber, Feinstein 
also seeks to get rid of top-two races. Feinstein wants to make all voting days holidays 
to increase voter turnout.  

Finances: 
 None filed with the state. 

Raul Rodriguez Jr. (R) 
Overview:  
Raul Rodriguez Jr. has no prior political experience; this is is his first shot at electoral 
work. 
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Background: Rodriguez is an army veteran who is seeking to restore election integrity 
in the state. He is a retired warehouse worker. 

Platform: Pro-Trump. 

Finances: None filed with the state. 

Gail K. Lightfoot (Libertarian) 

Overview:  
Gail K. Lightfoot is the only LIbertarian running. She is endorsed by the Executive 
Committee of the Libertarian Party and the Libertarian Party of Kings County. 

Background:  
Lightfoot is a retired nurse and is widowed with three children.  

Platform: Lightfoot is dedicated to ending “Top-Two” races and wants a return to 
Party-Nominated candidates (instead of Voter-Nominated candidates). She has been a 
member of the Libertarian party for more than 30 years. 

Finances: None filed with the state. 
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State Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Overview: 

What does the superintendent do? In the 2014 midterm elections, this race was 
actually the most expensive in the entire state, despite being fairly far down the ballot, 
and not having all that much power.  
 
Why? The charter school lobby is the largest in California, regularly outspending 
developers and Big Oil, all with the ultimate goal of privatizing one of the few remaining 
public goods we’ve got—spending a few hundred million in independent expenditures 
to funnel LAUSD’s $7.5 billion annual budget into private hands is a pretty good ROI. 

The office doesn’t have a lot of direct power over local schooling choices, but it can 
shape required state curricula, juke the data on local performance, modify or 
champion specific education bills in Sacramento, and monitors compliance tied to 
funding—which all could be huge for advancing the charter agenda across California. 

Marshall Tuck 

Background: 
Big money, big charter: he was the CEO of Partnership for Los Angeles Schools, co-
founded the Green Dot charter network, and before that he worked on Wall Street. 

Platform: 
Strong advocate for Charter Schools (That’s all you need to know) 

Finances: 
Tuck has raised more than $2 million thanks to maxed out contributions from Michael 
Bloomberg, Alice Walton (Walmart), Jim Walton (Walmart), Eli Broad (of course), 
venture capitalists, real estate moguls, and the creepy Govern for California PAC of 
“nonpartisan” Silicon Valley billionaires. The Charter Lobby has also spent many 
millions of dollars in independent expenditures to support him.Tony Thurmond 

Tony Thurmond  
Background: 
Thurmond is a longtime East Bay politician, where he’s currently an assemblymember 
for the 15th district. He is not a lefty by any means—his assembly campaign was funded 
by Chevron and Phillip Morris, and Gayle McLaughlin’s Richmond Progressive Alliance 
(which now runs that city) regularly clashed with him while he sat on the Richmond City 
Council.  
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He is, however, the public school champion in this race, and has worked to improve 
public school funding and make it easier for kids to get free lunch at school. 

Platform: 
Public schools are good, and charter schools should not be allowed to asset-strip our 
public school districts. 

Finances: 
All the unions (SEIU, CTA, AFSCME, IBEW, SNA, etc.) are backing Thurmond, but Tuck is 
still outraising him 2:1, and the Charter Lobby seems to have bottomless pockets to 
spend on IEs for Tuck and against Thurmond. 

Lily Ploski 
Background: 
Ploski has worked as a teacher and administrator at colleges and public schools across 
the state. 

Platform: 
Her campaign website is very vague, but she advocates for using “student 
development theories on psycho-social development, cognitive theories, critical race 
theory and racial and gender identity development.” 

Finances: 
None filed with the state.  

Steven Ireland 

Bio:  
His website contains no information on him, and he’s listed on the ballot as a “parent.” 
We can safely assume he’s just a guy who felt like mixing up his routine this year. 
 
Platform: 
He seems to be for funding public schools, fixing infrastructure, and directly helping 
unhoused and hungry students, but isn’t clear on any details. 

Finances: 
None filed with the state. 
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California State Treasurer 
This race is essentially uncontested—Fiona Ma has raised five times as much money as 
her Democratic challenger, Vivek Viswanathan, and has the backing of the entire 
California labor and political establishment. She has also publicly stated her support 
for the idea of creating a California State Bank. 
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Insurance Commissioner 
Overview: 
The state insurance commissioner oversees much of California’s insurance industry, 
although most of the health insurance industry is, confusingly, regulated by a different 
executive department. However, the commissioner does license and regulate all 
manner of other insurance companies, including property and auto insurance, and 
plays a major role in statewide consumer protection. Incumbent Dave Jones is term-
limited and running for Attorney General, so the seat is open. 

Steve Poizner (NPP) 

Overview: 
A millionaire tech entrepreneur, Poizner previously served as Insurance Commissioner 
from 2007 to 2011. Back then he was a Republican, but after a failed run for governor in 
2010 as an anti-immigrant hardliner, he’s now reinvented himself as an independent 
technocrat. The strategy seems to be working: a recent poll shows him with a huge 
lead among Republicans and a significant lead among independents, putting him in 
first place overall with 21% of the vote. If he wins in November, he would be the first No 
Party Preference candidate elected statewide.  

Platform: 
Poizner wants to push the legislature to make the Insurance Commissioner position 
nonpartisan, and he’s pledged to refuse insurance industry contributions. He is a 
strong opponent of single-payer healthcare. 

Finances: 
Poizner has generously donated half a million dollars to his campaign and raised 
almost $400,000 more, almost all in large contributions from individuals. 

Nathalie Hrizi (Peace & Freedom Party) 

Overview: 
Hrizi is a teacher in San Francisco and a longtime advocate of single-payer healthcare. 
She ran for Insurance Commissioner in 2015 and took a little over 5% of the vote in the 
primary. 

Platform: 
Hrizi has the shortest candidate statement: “Healthcare is a right! Abolish health 
insurance companies. State must create non-profit provider for all required insurance. 
Vote Hrizi 2018!” She describes herself as a socialist and advocates “an immediate 
moratorium on all insurance rate and premium hikes.” 
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Finances: 
Hrizi has raised $1,145, of which $250 came from the Peace and Freedom Party and the 
rest from individuals. 

Ricardo Lara (D) 

Overview: 
Lara, a state senator representing Long Beach and part of the Gateway Cities, is the 
leading Democratic contender. The son of undocumented immigrants from Mexico, 
Lara would be the first openly gay Latino elected to a statewide office. He co-
introduced the single payer healthcare bill in the State Senate last year, and he’s 
pushed to expand Medi-Cal to undocumented immigrants. Polls show him in second 
place behind Poizner, and he’s been endorsed by the lion’s share of California 
Democrats, including Senator Kamala Harris, Governor Jerry Brown, and the nurses’ 
and teachers’ unions. The Sacramento Bee, in the course of endorsing Poizner, 
referred to Lara as “far too joyful a labor partisan,” which has a nice ring to it. 

Platform: 
Lara has been reliably progressive in the Assembly and State Senate, but he hasn’t 
articulated much of a platform in his Insurance Commissioner run. Instead he’s pitched 
himself as against Trump, the billionaire class, and pharmaceutical and insurance 
corporations. 

Finances: 
Lara has raised over $1.2 million, thanks in part to unions and Indian tribes. 

Asif Mahmood (D) 

Overview: 
Mahmood is a physician born in rural Pakistan who boasts that he’s never once charged 
a patient who didn’t have insurance. Despite refusing contributions from companies 
he would regulate, Mahmood has raised the most money of anyone in the race, 
outpacing his better-known competitors. Depending on the outcome of the Michigan 
governor’s race, Mahmood might be the first Muslim candidate elected to any 
statewide office in the country. He’s been endorsed by a few prominent Democrats, 
including Reps. Ro Khanna, Ted Lieu, Brad Sherman, and Judy Chu and State Controller 
Betty Yee. 

Platform: 
Mahmood supports single-payer healthcare and wants to increase access to mental 
health services. He also wants to make sure insurance companies are paying for 
damage caused by the fires and mudslides last year and prevent them from canceling 
coverage or increasing rates for insured homeowners in at-risk regions. 
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Finances: 
Mahmood has raised over $1.6 million, including $150,000 he gave his campaign. Over 
40% of his contributions have come from out of state. Much of his fundraising 
occurred last year when he was running for Lieutenant Governor, before he switched 
to the Insurance Commissioner race in January. 
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State Board of Equalization - 3rd District 
Overview: 
California has the country’s only elected tax board, although there have been attempts 
to dismantle it nearly since it was created in 1879. Last year, most of its responsibilities 
were taken away when Governor Jerry Brown signed a bill that removed most of the 
board’s employees and distributed its duties to other agencies in the wake of a 
scandal. Now the board’s five members--the State Controller and four members 
elected by district--retain a miscellany of tax-related functions: they set rates for gas 
taxes and pipeline levies, oversee property taxes, and assess taxes on alcohol and 
insurance companies. District 3, which covers Ventura and most of Los Angeles 
Counties, is currently represented by Jerome Horton, who was implicated in some of 
the board’s unsavory activities; he is term-limited and will be leaving the board after 
this year. 

Doug Kriegel (D) 

Overview: 
 Kriegel is a longtime journalist who used to cover Sacramento and the local economy 
in Southern California. 

Background:  
Kriegel was an Emmy-winning TV reporter for NBC4 over 30 years. He ran 
unsuccessfully for state assembly in 2016 as an anti-Big Oil candidate. 

Platform:  
Kriegel supports abolishing the Board. 

Finances:  
Kriegel has given his campaign $15,000. 

Ben Pak (D)   
Overview:  
Pak is a businessman and reserve police officer running against “career politicians.” 

Background:  
Pak describes himself as “an entrepreneur, reserve police officer, and community 
leader.” He became a reserve officer in the Los Angeles Police Department in 2008 
and has worked in the assisted living industry and as an auditor. 
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Platform:  
Pak’s website has few specifics but repeats that he wants to restore professionalism 
and accountability to the Board. 

Finances:  
Pak has raised over $135,000 from local companies including real estate, 
construction, and accounting businesses.  

Nancy Pearlman (D) 

Overview: 
 An environmentalist and educator whose heart seems to be in the right place, 
Pearlman has not focused on her campaign for the Board, which she turned to only 
after losing reelection to the board of trustees of the Los Angeles Community College 
District last year. 

Background: 
 Pearlman spent 16 years as a trustee of the LACCD until losing reelection in 2017. She 
has also taught anthropology in the LACCD system. She has hosted television and radio 
shows focusing on environmental issues, and she helped coordinate the first Earth Day 
in Southern California back in 1980. 

Platform: Pearlman’s official website has not been updated recently and does not 
mention her run for the Board of Equalization. In fact, she has already declared her 
candidacy for her old seat on the LACCD board in the 2020 elections. However, she 
has been endorsed by the progressive Americans for Democratic Action of Southern 
California. 

Finances:  
No finance data available. 
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Scott Svonkin (D) 

Overview:  
Svonkin is the front-runner in both fundraising and endorsements, despite 
accusations of boorish behavior. 

Background:  
Svonkin has served on the board of trustees of the Los Angeles Community College 
District since 2011. During his tenure, he’s been accused of incivility and abusive 
behavior toward other trustees, and he was publicly warned by a vote of his colleagues. 
As in previous races, he has the backing of most of the Los Angeles County and 
California Democratic establishment, including Mayor Eric Garcetti and Senator 
Kamala Harris. 

Platform:  
Svonkin is running on new ethics rules and greater transparency for the Board, 
cracking down on tax scofflaws, and increasing communication with small businesses. 
He is against abolishing the Board. 
Finances: Svonkin has raised over $375,000, much of it from unions. 

Cheryl Turner (D) 

Overview:  
Turner is a business-friendly candidate with very little funding and few endorsements. 

Background:  
Turner is a lawyer whose practice includes tax and business law. A former real estate 
broker, she has also served on a couple of state and city commissions. Turner is on the 
board of directors of the Apartment Association of Greater Los Angeles, the local 
landlord lobby, which fights against rent control and other tenant protections. 
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Platform: 
 Aside from transparency and accountability, Turner is running to keep taxes to a 
minimum. She is against abolishing the Board. 

Finances: Turner has raised over $5,000, slightly less than half of which came from 
her own law office. She has also received funding from the L.A. African American 
Women PAC and the National Women's Political Caucus of Pasadena. 

Tony Vazquez (D) 
Overview:  
Vazquez has a good deal of money and support and might be the front-runner if he 
hadn’t been investigated for conflict of interest by the District Attorney’s office. 

Background:  
Vazquez has served on the Santa Monica City Council since 1990, where he’s been an 
advocate for smart growth. The DA’s office started investigating him and his wife, who 
serves on the Santa Monica-Malibu school board, last November after the L.A. Times 
reported that the couple had failed to disclose various conflicts of interest. In 
particular, Vazquez was paid to lobby school districts, including the Santa Monica-
Malibu district, on behalf of several companies that Vazquez’s wife then voted to award 
valuable contracts. Despite the ongoing investigation, Vazquez has been endorsed by 
numerous elected officials and unions in Santa Monica and nearby cities, as well as 
Dolores Huerta and Rep. Maxine Waters. 

Platform:  
Vazquez pledges to support small businesses and “slam shut special interest tax 
loopholes.” 

Finances: A 
side from $50,000 he gave his own campaign, Vazquez has received over $200,000 in 
donations from local businesses. 

G. Rick Marshall (R) 

Overview: Marshall, the lone Republican running in this reliably Democratic district, 
lost a race for this seat in 2014 and is unlikely to win this round. 
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Background: A former computer consultant, Marshall now works in the IT department 
at the University of California, Irvine Medical Center. He has served on the Torrance 
Planning Commission and the Torrance Water Commission. 

Platform: Marshall is against abolishing the Board. He is in favor of lower taxes and 
describes himself as a “strong supporter of Proposition 13,” the 1978 statewide 
initiative that has slowly starved California governments of revenue for education and 
other local needs. The “Seven Principles” section of his campaign website lists only a 
single principle: “The Free Enterprise System, not Government, is the most productive 
supplier of human needs.”’ 

Finances: 
 No finance data available. 

Micheál "Me-Haul" O’Leary (NPP) 

Overview:  
O’Leary boasts that he will be “a strong advocate for business and property owners 
across the district.” 

Background: O’Leary is an Irish immigrant and a small business owner who served 
eight years on the Culver City Council. 

Platform: O’Leary says the Board is broken and he’s running to “shut it down.” He has 
been one of the most vocal advocates of abolishing the Board. 

Finances: O’Leary has given his campaign $40,000 and raised an additional $7,000 
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California State Senate - 22nd District 

Overview: 
The San Gabriel Valley district is currently represented by Sen. Ed Hernandez, who is  
getting termed out of the state legislature next year and is running for lieutenant 
governor (but vote for Gayle McLaughlin!). 

The two major candidates vying to replace him in this diverse, heavily Democratic 
district are Susan Rubio—sister of Assemblymember Blanca Rubio—and former State 
Assemblymember Mike Eng. Statewide Democrats have split their endorsements 
between the two, but Eng has raised more than twice as much money as Rubio. 

Susan Rubio (D) 

Background: 
Susan Rubio is currently a City Councilmember in Baldwin Park and a 3rd grade teacher 
in the Monrovia public school district, where she’s worked for the past 15 years. She 
was born in Juarez, and has spent her adult life working in the San Gabriel Valley.  

She’s the sister of the sitting Assemblywoman Blanca Rubio—who’s a member of the 
centrist Democrat “mod squad” in Sacramento—and made headlines in 2016 when she 
filed a restraining order against her estranged husband, then-Assemblymember Roger 
Hernández (no relation to Ed). 

She’s been endorsed by the state Women’s Legislative Caucus and a number of 
women-focused PACs, and has the backing of Secretary of State Alex Padilla and a 
handful of state senators (including Holly Mitchell, Ricardo Lara, and Scott Wiener). 

Platform: 
Rubio hasn’t made many public statements on many issues, but as a lifelong teacher 
her stance on public education is clear: she promises to make community college free 
“for qualifying students,” opposes cuts to state financial aid, and says she will fight 
against tuition hikes at the state colleges. She is also a fan of business, and touts her 
record of supporting the police. 

Finances: 
Major donors include the Orange County landlord lobby, Monsanto, Anheuser Busch, 
and Chevron, which is also shelling out for huge independent expenditures to support 
her (as it did her sister). 
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Mike Eng (D) 

Background: 
Mike Eng is a Los Angeles Community College District Board Trustee and former state 
Assemblyman who’s worked as an immigration lawyer for most of his life outside of 
public office. He’s also married to Congresswoman Judy Chu. 

He has longstanding connections to the Democratic-Labor machine—he’s been 
endorsed by a huge majority of local, statewide, and federal Democratic politicians, 
and almost every union in the region, including the California Teachers Association 
and UTLA. 

Platform: 
Eng’s public statements are light on content, and mostly cites incremental changes 
he’s sponsored in the state government—smog check process overhaul, registering 
people for the ACA, assessing district needs for student homeless and hunger. 

Finances: 
With over $1,00,000 raised, Eng is the heavyweight in the race, and the largest pool of 
funds comes from unions like SEIU, UFCW, UNITE HERE, and AFSCME. 

Monica Garcia (D) 

Background: 
Monica Garcia is a council member of Baldwin Park, and currently serves as the Mayor 
Pro Tempore.  

Platform: 
She seems to have no public platform 

Finances: 
She hasn’t filed her finances with the state, but reporters in the area flagged a $4,400 
donation to her campaign from a weed company CEO the day after Garcia approved 
giving that company a monopoly on transporting weed within Baldwin Park’s borders. 

Ruben Sierra (D) 
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Background: 
Ruben Sierra seems like a nice young guy from Alhambra who works as an organizer 
with the admirably lefty National Union of Healthcare Workers. His bio, platform, and 
vision for the district are all presented on his website in the form of short photo 
slideshows with one-sentence captions 

Platform: 
Sierra’s platform is light on details, but heavy on pictures, since it is a slideshow of 
photos. 

Finances: 
Sierra’s finances have not been filed with the state. 

Table of Contents



Page  44

California State Senate - 32nd District 
Overview:  
This one’s a doozy! The race is to fill the seat vacated by Tony Mendoza, who resigned 
after allegations of past sexual harassment became public—only to change his mind 
and throw his hat back in the ring to run for the seat he just vacated. What a move. 

10 people are running for this seat (8 Dems, 2 Republicans), most of whom are former 
mayors of one of the Gateway Cities (Montebello, Bellflower, Artesia, Pico Rivera) that 
make up this district. And of the Democrats, 6 have actually raised a good bit of money
—making it an officially certified shitshow. We’ll try to keep it brief. 

Tony Mendoza (D) 

Tony Mendoza got drummed out of office once his history of sexual harassment came 
to light, but he still has a pile of cash left over in his campaign fund from when he was 
the incumbent and everyone wanted to stay on his good side.  

Bafflingly, the Los Cerritos Community Newspaper also gave him $2,000 earlier this 
month, one hopes in exchange for exclusive rights to publish the diary of a man so 
unhinged that he decides to run for a seat he resigned in disgrace. That said, he could 
actually still win. 

Rudy Bermudez (D) 
Rudy Bermudez, like Tony Mendoza, has a long and shadily storied history in the 
district’s politics. He was the Assemblymember for the overlapping district from 
2000-2006, at which point he handed that district off to Tony Mendoza, who then 
engaged in some light campaign finance fraud to funnel money back to Bermudez 
when he tried to run for the assembly seat again in 2012—all in an attempt to beat 
various members of the locally powerful Calderon family, which is also known for its 
loose relationship to campaign finance laws.  

Now Rudy’s back again! The SEIU is pumping money into his campaign, but the “law 
enforcement officer by profession” is being outraised by most of his major opponents 
and has almost no public platform or endorsements. 
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Vivian Romero (D) 
Romero is a city councilmember (and former mayor) of Montebello, and sits on a 
handful of regional transit boards. She is the only LGBT candidate in the race, and the 
only one who even mentions advocating for bail reform, student loan debt relief, or 
permanent housing for the unhoused.  

She’s been outraised by most other candidates, but still has a solid stream of financial 
support from individuals and local small businesses (and County Supervisor Hilda 
Solis), and has been endorsed by local progressive politicians like Laura Friedman and 
DSA-LA Annual Convention speaker Jackie Goldberg 

Vicky Santana (D) 
Santana works for the county probation office, sits on the Rio Hondo Community 
College Board, and has worked as a senior deputy to County Supervisor Gloria Molina. 
She’s gotten the endorsements of a bunch of powerful local pols—including Mendoza 
and Bermudez’s nemesis, Ian Calderon—and has picked up nods and wads from the 
Legislative Women’s Caucus and UFCW. 

Ali S. Taj (D) 
The former mayor of Artesia, Taj has accumulated the second-largest war chest in the 
race, mostly from large donations from individuals in the South Asian community. His 
policy platform is vague to the point of meaninglessness. He’s garnered endorsements 
from local bigwigs like Assemblymember Sharon Quirk-Silva, County Supervisor 
Janice Hahn, and LA City Councilmember Curren Price—but seems to have no 
institutional backing.  

Bob Archuleta (D) 
The former mayor of Pico Rivera, Archuleta is leading the pack in finances, mostly from 
individuals and local businesses—Manhole Adjusting Contractors, Inc threw in $4,400. 
He’s a veteran and a former cop, supports public education and business, and is 
against graffiti. Most of his endorsements are from local city electeds, plus the 
ominously named “Traditions Homeowners Association.” 
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Vanessa Delgado (D) 
The former mayor of Montebello, Delgado has the support of the local police and is the 
founder of a real estate development company. She’s also raised a good amount of 
money, unsurprisingly from landlords and developers, and has been the beneficiary of 
huge independent expenditures by the charter school lobby and Chevron. She seems 
to have no stated platform, but LA City Councilmembers Nury Martinez and Monica 
Rodriguez have endorsed her anyway. 
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California State Assembly - 39th District 

Overview 
This district encompasses the northeast San Fernando Valley, is one of the most 
heavily Latinx districts in LA County, and is one of two assembly districts in LA County 
with special election runoffs and general election primaries happening at the same 
time, on the same ballot! What a world. 

Here’s what’s going on. AD-39 Assemblymember Raul Bocanegra resigned from office 
in November 2017, after details of past allegations of sexual harassment came out in 
the press. Bocanegra denied the allegations, but still stepped down. 

That triggered a special election to fill the empty seat for the rest of the year. The 
primary for that election happened on April 3—Democrat Luz Rivas and Republican 
Ricardo Benitez got the two highest number of votes (without either getting an outright 
majority), so they’re facing off on June 5 in a runoff election. The winner will fill the seat 
for the remainder of 2018. 

But the normal election to fill the seat for 2018-2020 is still happening! So also on June 
5, 7 candidates (including Rivas and Benitez) are running in the primary, and the top 
two vote-getters in that election will then face off in November to see who gets the 
seat for the next two years.  

Ricardo Benitez (R) 

Background: 
Benitez runs a small contracting business, has no prior political experience, and has 
run for state assembly twice before  

Platform: 
A fairly standard Goldwater Republican type, Benitez includes keywords like upward 
mobility, corrupt government, Constitution, and free enterprise in his candidate 
statement. He is also against warrantless wiretapping and GMOs. 

Finances: 
None filed with the state. 
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Antonio Sanchez (D) 
Background: 
Sanchez is the development director for the International Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers Local 11 and former east Valley area director in Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa’s 
administration. He’s been endorsed by many labor unions, from UTLA to ALADS (the 
Sheriffs union), and also the Sierra Club. Among what Sanchez lists as 17 “Community 
Leaders” only a couple are actually from the community – 8 are state legislators, 2 of 
those very centrist business Dems. 

Platform 
Sanchez supports building affordable housing, is proud of being endorsed by the 
police unions, wants to support public schooling, supports sanctuary policies, and 
supports labor (clearly), but doesn’t support single-payer healthcare, and doesn’t 
mention bail reform, or get too specific about anything else. 

Finances 
Sanchez went into April 3 with the biggest war chest in the race thanks to his broad 
union support, but after losing out to Rivas and Benitez, the money seems to have 
dried up. The unions might still make some last-minute independent expenditures for 
him, but it seems like his labor backing has essentially conceded the race to Rivas. 

Patty Lopez (D) 

Background: 
Lopez has a complicated history in the district—this was her seat from 2014 to 2016, 
when she lost it back to Bocanegra. She has a labor background, worked in a factory for 
many years, and co-sponsored bills to require overtime pay and 8-hour work days for 
farm labor, and has a strong leftist record on labor and the environment, but has 
seemingly exhausted most of her political capital in the district—on April 3, she pulled 
less than ten percent of the vote, despite being the only candidate who had previously 
held this office.  

Platform: 
Lopez has no campaign website, but on her campaign Facebook page, she calls 
herself a “progressive DREAMer” and also quotes Ron Paul. 

Finances: 
After April 3, Lopez has only raised and spent about ten thousand dollars—curiously, 
her largest recent contribution came from the Cristina Garcia campaign. 
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Luz Rivas (D) 

Background 
Rivas grew up in the district, is an electrical engineer with degrees from Harvard and 
MIT, and has founded a nonprofit in the Valley to promote women in STEM fields. She 
was appointed to the Board of Public Works for Los Angeles by Eric Garcetti, and got 
the Democratic party endorsement—and the endorsement of almost every state 
Democrat in office. She won almost 43 percent of the vote on April 3, and is likely the 
next Assemblymember from District 39. Unfortunately, she's also received hundreds 
of thousands of dollars in independent expenditures supporting her from the Charter 
School lobby. 

Platform 
Rivas has taken vanishingly few public positions on anything, but scored 16.5 out of 17 
on an ACLU scorecard earlier in the spring. 

Finances 
As the presumed winner of this seat, money has poured into her campaign’s coffers—
landlords, unions, Pepsi, cops, you name it and they’ve probably contributed 
something. She's also received hundreds of thousands of dollars in independent 
expenditures supporting her from the Charter School lobby. 

Patrea Patrick (D) 

Patrick is a documentary filmmaker who seems fairly progressive, but who has not 
made a website for her campaign or seemingly raised any money. 

Bonnie Corwin (D)  

Bonnie Corwin is an activist in the district from Sylmar, and will appear on the ballot, but 
doesn’t seem to be campaigning for the seat whatsoever after her GoFundMe for the 
campaign failed to raise any money. 
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California State Assembly - 45th District 
Overview: 

This is one of two assembly districts in LA county with special election runoffs and 
general election primaries happening at the same time, on the same ballot! What a 
world. 

Here’s what’s going on. In late 2017, former AD-45 Assemblymember Matt Dababneh 
stepped down from office after details of past allegations of sexual harassment 
(specifically, allegations of chasing a Sacramento lobbyist into a bathroom and 
masturbating in front of her during a group trip to Las Vegas) came out in the press. 
Dababneh denied the allegations, but still stepped down. 

That triggered a special election to fill the empty seat for the rest of the year. The 
primary for that election happened on April 3—Democrat Jesse Gabriel and 
Republican (and 18-year-old) Justin Clark got the two highest number of votes (without 
either getting an outright majority), so they’re facing off on June 5 in a runoff election. 
The winner will fill the seat for the remainder of 2018. 

But the normal election to fill the seat for 2018-2020 is still happening! So also on June 
5, 7 candidates (including Gabriel and Clark) are running in the primary, and the top two 
vote-getters in that election will then face off in November to see who gets the seat for 
the next two years. 

Ankur Patel (D) 

Background: 
Patel was born and raised in the West Valley, and has worked as an organizer for the 
National Union of Healthcare Workers (NUHW) and the School and Community 
Coordinator for the District 3 LAUSD Board Member, Scott Schmerelson. Patel has also 
been an active member of his local neighborhood council, Food & Water Watch, and 
has recently joined the new Valley Chapter of the LA Tenants Union. Patel is also a 
member of DSA.  
 
As the only candidate running a corporate-free campaign in the district, who’s been 
endorsed by DSA allies like the California Nurses’ Association, United Teachers Los 
Angeles (UTLA) and Food and Water Action, and progressive political groups like Our 
Revolution National, Ground Game LA, Americans for Democratic Action (ADA), and 
several progressive Democratic clubs, Patel is the clear progressive choice in AD-45. 

Table of Contents



Page  51

 

Platform:  
Patel supports Medicare for All, wants to ban fracking and transition to an all-
renewable economy by 2035, is a strong advocate for public education, supports the 
repeal of the Costa-Hawkins and Ellis Acts, wants to ban cash bail, end the death 
penalty, and require police to engage in de-escalation tactics, supports the creation of 
a public bank, and supports California’s status as a sanctuary state. 
 
Finances: 
Patel is the only candidate in the race who is not accepting corporate donations—the 
majority of his campaign financing has come from small-dollar donations, plus a few 
large contributions from Food & Water Action and the California Nurses Association. 
 
 

Jesse Gabriel (D) 
 

Background: 
An corporate defense attorney and Ventura County native, Gabriel began his political 
career as counsel and senior advisor to Indiana senator, Blue Dog Democrat, former 
Fox News commentator, and private equity lobbyist Evan Bayh.  

With a vast amount of funding (including from the charter school lobby), an 
endorsement by the SEIU State Council, and endorsements from politicians in the 
West Valley and across the county, Gabriel is the front-runner for the seat. 
 
Platform: 
Gabriel’s platform is not clearly defined, but he has publicly stated that he supports a 
transition to single-payer healthcare, promoting “neighborhood safety,” protecting 
immigrants from ICE and Trump administration policies, bail reform (though not the 
abolition of cash bail), approaching the housing crisis by promoting a “housing first” 
model and championing affordable and permanent supportive housing. 
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Finance: 
Gabriel is by far the best-funded of the candidates in AD-45, with over $300,000 in his 
war chest for the April 3 special election. This money has come from the pockets of 
Palantir employees, corporate lawyers, oil companies, and Big Dental (along with a 
handful of unions), but the largest proportion of it has come from real estate 
developers, realtors, and landlords. 
 
The California Charter School Association also spent over $250,000 on independent 
expenditures leading up to April 3 to support Gabriel. Another representative chunk of 
money came from Govern for California, an anti-labor coalition of bay area millionaires 
and billionaires started by former Schwarzenegger advisor and public pension 
opponent David Crane, Walmart board member and major Republican donor Greg 
Penner, and tech mogul Ron Conway, who’s given thousands to Republicans like 
Darrell Issa and Orrin Hatch.  
 

Tricia Robbins Kasson (D) 
 

Overview:  
Tricia Robbins Kasson is a real estate developer and the candidate with the most 
support from the LA political establishment. As the economic development deputy for 
sitting West Valley city councilor Bob Blumenfield, Robbins Kasson racked up 
endorsements from 12 of the 15 members of the LA City Council and a smattering of 
county, state, and federal politicians.  
 
Platform: 
Robbins Kasson’s campaign website goes into detail on the current problems facing 
California in various areas, but fail to mention many specific policy positions. She does, 
however support single-payer healthcare, funding mass transit and bike lane 
expansion, dense housing development, public schooling, stricter gun control—and 
stationing a police officer at all schools—and DACA and sanctuary state policies 

Finances: 
The majority of Robbins Kasson’s contributions have come from her endorsers and 
their PACs—other electeds, the legislative caucuses, the pro-women PACs—or from 
the real estate industry.  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Raymond Bishop (D) 
 

Overview:  
Bishop is a well-connected Democratic Party functionary and commercial real estate 
broker listed as a “small business owner” on the ballot—his small business is Bishop 
Associates, a one-stop shop where you can buy a spot at a strip mall in Tujunga and 
hire Ray himself as a campaign manager or political consultant. He doesn’t seem to 
have any public endorsements. 
 
Platform: 
Bishop has publicly stated that he supports Medicare for All, wants to close the 
commercial property loophole in Prop 13, champions cleaning up the Santa Susana 
nuclear waste site and Aliso Canyon facility, supports breaking up big banks, and 
supports a public bank, and believes dark money is a negative influence on our 
political system 
 
Finances: 
Bishop seems to be taking his dedication to getting money out of politics to heart—
despite his many connections, he has raised very little. 
 

Daniel Brin (D) 
 
Overview:  
Brin is president of the West Hill neighborhood council and administrator of the 
13,500-member “West Hills, California” Facebook page. After a long career as a 
journalist, he now works as a managing editor at Bleiweiss Communications, a labor 
union and nonprofit communications firm 
 
His only publicly articulated policy positions are in favor of single-payer healthcare 
and more funding for arts and transit infrastructure in the Valley, and he has raised 
$500 for his campaign. Good luck, Dan. 

Jeff Bornstein (D) 

Bornstein has functionally withdrawn. 
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Justin M. Clark (R) 
Background 
Clark, a CSU Northridge student, is the only Republican in the race. He is 18 years old. 
He won 25 percent of the vote on April 3, to Jesse Gabriel’s 32 percent.  

There are enough Republican voters in this district that it’s likely that Clark will find 
himself facing off against Gabriel again in November (and likely losing both times) 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California State Assembly - 53rd District  

Overview: 
This majority-Latinx district covers Koreatown, Westlake, downtown Los Angeles, 
Boyle Heights, Vernon, and some of Huntington Park. The incumbent, Democrat Miguel 
Santiago, is seeking reelection to a third term. 

Miguel Santiago (D) (Incumbent) 
Overview: 
Santiago was first elected in 2014 to succeed his former boss, Assembly Speaker John 
Pérez. He won reelection by a relatively close margin in 2016, beating challenger 
Sandra Mendoza by only 4 points in the primary and 16 points in the general election. 
This year he’s been endorsed by all the big names in state politics, including Governor 
Jerry Brown, Attorney General Xavier Becerra, Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti, and 
the state and county Democratic parties. He’s also been endorsed by the local Planned 
Parenthood, Sierra Club California, the local landlords’ association, and nearly 30 
unions. Santiago doesn’t face a competitive challenger this year, and he’s been a 
reliable vote for progressive priorities. 

Background: 
Santiago is a child of immigrants and the first in his family to graduate from college. A 
practicing Catholic, he says he was considering going to seminary before he got drawn 
into politics in the wake of statewide propositions in the 1990s that denied immigrants 
public services and ended race-conscious admissions in California state schools.  
Before the Assembly, Santiago served on the Los Angeles Community College 
District’s board of trustees. 

Platform: 
Santiago wants to make community college tuition-free, and his campaign website 
boasts that he’s “authored some of California’s toughest new gun laws” and is fighting 
to add more bike lanes in his district and decrease the number of jaywalking tickets 
given to pedestrians. In the current legislative session he’s voted for a host of 
progressive bills, including bills to recognize nonbinary as an official legal gender, 
abolish the sentence of life without parole for juveniles, reform the money bail system, 
prohibit landlords from disclosing the immigration status of tenants, prohibit 
advertisements for conversion therapy, and make California a sanctuary state. 
Santiago also attracted right-wing ire when he introduced a bill that would allow 
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schools to combine Washington’s and Lincoln’s birthdays into a single Presidents’ Day 
holiday and add a new paid holiday, International Workers’ Day, on May 1. 

Finances: 
Santiago has taken in more than $850,000 this cycle. His largest contributions come 
from public and private sector unions, followed by construction and real estate 
interests, communications and tech companies, and Indian tribes. He’s also received 
numerous donations from pawn shops. 

Rae E. Henry (D) 

She’s listed as a small business owner on the ballot, but has no online presence and no 
campaign filings. 

Kevin H. Jang (D) 
Jang, a Korean immigrant and attorney, ran for this seat in 2016 and won 14% of the vote 
in the primary. According to his website, he wants to promote a “business friendly 
environment” and he’s concerned about crime in Los Angeles, which he claims has 
“increased dramatically” in the past few years. He’s reported raising only $1,200 this 
cycle, half of which came from his solo law practice. 

Michael A. Lewis (Libertarian) 
Lewis works at an immigration law firm and serves on his neighborhood council. On the 
California Libertarian Party’s website, he explains that he’s “running for State 
Assembly because unlike the current legislators, he understands that more taxes and 
regulations rarely lead to more housing, better jobs, or happier Californians.” 
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California State Assembly - 54th District 
Vote for Steve Dunwoody! 

www.dunwoodyforcalifornia.com 

Steve Dunwoody is the DSA-endorsed candidate in Assembly District 54, which covers 
Culver City and much of Los Angeles’s West Side, stretching from Leimert Park up to 
Century City and UCLA. This district is one of the most diverse and progressive 
districts in the state, and is home to some of LA County’s highest concentrations of 
renters, students, and Bernie Sanders voters. 

Who is Steve? 
Steve Dunwoody is a gay black man and the proud son of union auto workers in Detroit. 
He is an anti-war veteran who acts as the California director of the Vet Voice 
foundation. He was a Bernie Sanders delegate at the 2016 Democratic Convention, and 
has since fought alongside Sanders to keep medical costs down, preserve the San 
Gabriel mountains, and drastically cut California’s carbon emissions. His campaign is 
not accepting any corporate donations. 

What’s Steve’s platform? 
Steve wants to create a state bank, repeal Costa-Hawkins and the Ellis Act, ensure 
workers’ rights to collectively bargain and work fair schedules, end cash bail, divest 
from private prisons, ban fracking, ban any California law enforcement collaboration 
with ICE, and create a single-payer healthcare system for California—and has been 
endorsed by the California Nurses Association for his dedication to that goal. 

Who else is running? 
The Democratic incumbent, who won a special election for this seat in April, is Sydney 
Kamlager, formerly a board member for the Los Angeles Community College District. 
The other candidates are Democrats Breon Dupree Hollie, a 23-year-old business 
major at Los Angeles City College; LaMar Lyons, a former legislative staffer and 
investment banker; and Tepring Michelle Piquado, who has publicly stated that she is 
no longer campaigning for the seat; as well as Republican Glen Ratcliff. 

Vote Steve on June 5! 
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California State Assembly - 57th District 

Ian Calderon (D) (Incumbent) 

Overview: 
Calderon is the current representative for district 57 and Assembly Majority Leader. 
He is on the Appropriations Committee, Elections and Redistricting Committee, and 
Insurance Committee. He does not have any endorsements at this time.  

Background: 
Calderon is the youngest member of a California political dynasty. Both his father, 
Charles Calderon, and uncle, Ron Calderon have served in the California State 
Assembly and State Senate. The two older Calderon’s have both been embroiled in 
corruption scandals. Ian is the youngest California Assembly Leader in state history 
and the first millenial to ever be elected to the state legislator.  

Platform: 
Calderon is unspecific about his platform. He takes no position on Costa Hawkins, 
criminal justice reform, or Medicare for All. Here are some ratings and positions he’s 
taken in the past. 
● Voted to make California a sanctuary state 
● Supported $15/hr minimum wage 
● 92% from Sierra Club 
● 100% from Planned Parenthood 

Finances: 
As of April 26th, Calderon has $426,395 on hand. Calderon’s top donors include 
various unions such as the SEIU and SW Regional Council of Carpenters. Another top 
donor is the California Real Estate PAC.  

Justin Joshua Valero (D) 

Overview: 
Valero is a teacher at CSU, San Bernardino. Valero hasn’t raised any money nor 
received any endorsements or media coverage 
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Platform: 

● Education- “No student should stop going to school because they cannot afford 
it. Further, we need to change the perception that community college or 
vocational training is a second class education. I pledge to be your champion for 
education in Sacramento.” 

● Environment- “I pledge to oppose any new fracking projects. Fight for a 
moratorium on fracking and oil exploration in CA. Fight for more regulation and 
oversight of existing gas and oil exploration. Make sure that environmental 
friendly companies have priority when giving our government contracts" 

● Medicare for All- “Support SB 562 Universal Single Payer Healthcare. Fight for 
California to renegotiate the price of prescription drugs. 

● Criminal Justice Reform: “Support drug rehabilitation programs for nonviolent 
offenders and for drug court to be compulsory. Support policies that treat drug 
addicts like patients instead of prisoners. Support an expansion of vocational 
programs for inmates to keep them in a job and out of prison. Fight to fix our 
current prison system to keep violent offenders off the streets.” 

Finances: None. 

Blake Sullivan Carter (D) 

No online presence. 

Jessica Martinez (R) 

Martinez has a campaign website where she describes herself as an “educator, wife, 
mother, concerned citizen.” She’s running on lowering taxes and “increasing 
incentives for small businesses.” Martinez has raised no money and has had no media 
coverage.  

Oscar Llamas (R) 

No online presence other than a Twitter profile. No fundraising or media presence.  
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California State Assembly - 58th District 

Oveview: 
The district — which includes the cities of Artesia, Bell Gardens, Bellflower, Cerritos, 
Commerce, Downey, Montebello, Norwalk, Pico Rivera, and surrounding 
neighborhoods — is currently represented by Assemblymember Cristina Garcia, D-
Bell Gardens, who is running for reelection. 

Cristina Garcia (D) (Incumbent) 

Overview:  
Garcia has represented this district since 2012, but she took an unpaid leave from the 
Assembly this year after being accused of sexual misconduct. Former staffers allege 
that Garcia groped one of them after a softball game and urged several to play spin-
the-bottle after a night of drinking. A legislative investigation failed to substantiate the 
groping allegation but did find that she routinely used vulgar language around staff 
and made her employees run personal errands. In 2014, Garcia used homophobic slurs 
to refer to openly gay Assembly Speaker John Pérez and was reprimanded for making 
a racist comment about Asians. Garcia has also been caught embellishing her resume 
twice, claiming first to have a PhD from USC and later a master’s from UCLA. She has 
nevertheless been endorsed by the state Democratic party. 

Background: 
Garcia was raised in Bell Gardens by a single mother who immigrated from Mexico. She 
taught math at a public high school and Los Angeles City College before running for 
Bell Gardens City Council, losing by 114 votes. In 2012, she ran for the Assembly, 
defeating former Assemblyman Tom Calderon. 

Platform: 
Garcia supports California becoming a sanctuary state. She touts her response to the 
Exide Battery Plant disaster; under a law she proposed, $1 of a fee already imposed on 
car batteries will be reallocated to fund the cleanup of lead contamination. In general, 
Garcia emphasizes fighting corruption and enforcing environmental laws. 

Funding: 
Garcia has raised over $550,000 and reported nearly $150,000 cash on hand in May 
2018. Her major donors include the California Democratic Party, large unions, the state 
landlord association, Tom Steyer, and real estate interests. 
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Ivan Altamirano (D) 
Overview: 
Altamirano is a businessman and city councilmember (currently Mayor Pro Tem) of 
Commerce. 

Background: 
Altamirano was, in his own words, an “at risk youth” who spent time in juvenile lock-up 
before earning his GED and associate’s degree at L.A. Trade-Tech. In 2005, he started 
an air conditioning and heating business. In 2012, he was appointed to the Commerce 
City Council. In 2016, he was fined for “multiple violations of the state’s political ethics 
law, including conflicts of interest, failure to timely file campaign finance reports, and 
inaccurate recording of campaign expenditures.”  

Platform: 
Altamirano has a statement on his website saying healthcare is a right rather than a 
privilege, but he isn’t specific about how to ensure everyone gets healthcare. He 
emphasizes his environmental record and points to his role in shutting down the CREA 
facility, which burned trash and polluted nearby communities. As mayor and city 
councilmember in Commerce, he pushed for a new sheriff’s substation in the city, 
which he said would “send a strong message to those who might challenge the law in 
our City.” 

Finances: 
Altamirano has raised $250,000 and has $68,000 on hand heading into the June 5 
primary. His top donors are the Commerce Casino and its employees, Craig Realty 
Group, and other local businesses. 

John Paul Drayer (D) 
Overview: 
Drayer is a small business owner who served on the Cerritos College Board of Trustees 
from 2012 to 2017. 

Background: 
The son of a former mayor of Bellflower, Drayer became an educator and tennis coach 
in the local public schools. 
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Platform: 
Drayer wants to cut taxes on hybrid and electric vehicles and give tax rebates to 
families and small businesses. He has called for more neighborhood police patrols and 
protecting schools from gun violence with closed campuses and random searches of 
students. Drayer has expressed support for state employee unions. 

Finances: 
None reported. 

Karla Salazar (D) 

Overview: 
Salazar is a consultant making her first run for elected office. She has not raised much 
money or expressed a clear political platform. 

Background: 
Salazar is a first generation immigrant who became a naturalized citizen after fleeing 
Nicaragua during the Contra War. She held several public sector jobs (for the Federal 
Reserve branch in Los Angeles, the California State Controller, and the City of Santa 
Monica) before becoming a management consultant. 

Platform: 
Salazar has voiced support for Black Lives Matter and pointed out the inhumane 
treatment of pregnant women in ICE custody. She supports both traditional public 
schools and charter schools.

Finances: 
Salazar has raised $12,000 from individuals. 

Friné Medrano (D) 

Overview: 
Medrano, a 36-year-old former candidate for the Downey City Council, is seeking to 
return to Sacramento, where she’s worked for outgoing State Senate President 
Emeritus Kevin De León, who has endorsed her. Unfortunately, she's also received 
hundreds of thousands of dollars in independent expenditures supporting her from 
the Charter School lobby." 

Table of Contents

https://twitter.com/drayerpaul/status/994258273044844544
https://twitter.com/drayerpaul/status/980881040439783424
https://twitter.com/salazarkv/status/751054360600125441
https://twitter.com/salazarkv/status/979759489736876032


Page  63

Background: 
Medrano is a child of a union household and has been endorsed by several local 
unions. She also received a ringing endorsement in the form of an attack letter from a 
conservative voter in the Downey Patriot, and seems to be the most progressive.

Platform: 
Medrano says she supports universal healthcare and “building upon the successes of 
the ACA.” She supports Measure H, which passed last year and imposes a quarter cent 
sales tax in Los Angeles County to pay for homeless services. She wants to spur 
housing construction in California to keep up with demand.  She expressed support for 
Bernie Sanders’s Workplace Democracy Act and opposition to making California a so-
called right-to-work state.

Finances: 
Medrano has raised around $50,000 this year. Her donors include a number of local 
unions (mostly Teamsters locals), the L.A. County Young Democrats, and de León. 
She's also received hundreds of thousands of dollars in independent expenditures 
supporting her from the Charter School lobby.  

Pedro Aceituno (D) 

Background: 
Aceituno is a Bell Gardens city councilman and former Central Basin Water District 
board member—who’s currently under investigation by the LA DA’s office for the 
conflict of interest issues that arose from his sitting on both elected bodies 
simultaneously. 

Platform: 
He has no clear platform, besides creating a local “education committee” to hear from 
the community, supporting the police and first responders, and improving wages by 
working with business, civic, and labor leaders. 

Finances: 
With almost $185,000 raised, Aceituno is one of the big dogs in this race—his major 
contributors include local casinos, Universal Media Group, the realtor’s lobby, oil PACs, 
taxi companies, and tow truck and garbage disposal companies. 
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California State Assembly - 63rd District 
The incumbent and Assembly Speaker Anthony Rendon is running essentially 
unopposed—the only non-Republican running against him is Maria D. Estrada, who 
doesn’t seem to be campaigning, and hasn’t raised any money. But Rendon is the 
leader of the Assembly “Mod Squad” caucus of business Democrats and the man who 
single-handedly shelved the single-payer bill, SB-562, in the state assembly. So we 
recommend that you vote against Rendon by voting for Maria D. Estrada. 
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California’s 25th Congressional District 
Overview: 
The 25th CD takes up the relatively sparsely populated northernmost third of Los 
Angeles County, the only part of the county represented in DC by a Republican. The 
past 3 presidential elections have been tight in the district -- President Obama won by 1 
percent in 2008, while Romney recovered it by 1.9 percent in 2012. Trump proved too 
much for upscale exurbanites here, so Hillary triumphed 50.3 to 43.6%.  

It contains 4 cities of 125,000 to 200,000 --- Lancaster, Palmdale, Santa Clarita and 
Simi Valley, all historically conservative. The first two are adjacent and separated by 
miles of scrubland from both the others. Simi, in Ventura County , is isolated from the 
other cities by miles of mountains. Notorious as the site of the “Not Guilty” verdict in 
the Rodney King beating that sparked the 1992 LA “riots”/rebellion, Simi was then a 
monochromatic bedroom community epitomizing white flight.  As of 2010, it had 
become 23% Latino and 9% Asian.  Hosting the Ronald Reagan Presidential Library 
(and RR’s burial site), Simi has been rated among the 20 most conservative cities in the 
US by two studies. Its median income is 25% above the California median. 

Santa Clarita, now LA County’s 4th-largest city, was incorporated only 30 years ago, 
tying together the new “planned community” (economically uniform quadrants of 
winding roads arrayed around a service/shopping hub) of Valencia with the older cow-
country burbs of Castaic, Saugus and Newhall. Growing rapidly from 2000 to 2010, it 
also became more diverse, rising from 20% to 30% Latino and to 8+% Asian. It 
remained one of the County’s few cities where Republicans outnumber Democrats. 
Santa Clarita City Council unanimously voted May 9 to oppose the “sanctuary state” 
legislation (SB 54) and join the Trump administration lawsuit to strike it down. In 
preceding weeks the council had also endorsed the police-and-DA-backed initiative 
to roll back the parole and sentencing reforms of Prop 47 and release fewer prisoners, 
collect more DNA etc.  Median income here is almost 20% above the state median. 

The twin cities of Lancaster and Palmdale are outside the Los Angeles Basin and share 
a demographic character with adjacent Kern County. Median income is below the 
state’s median, by 28% and 20% respectively. Latinos are a growing force and a 
plurality in both cities since 2010, although not much represented in city government. 
Palmdale now has 1 Latino council member; Lancaster has none but there is an African-
American woman.    

 None of the candidates are running on socialist platforms, though all embrace the 
core “progressive” stances. 
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Bryan Caforio (D) 

Overview: 
Caforio, a young Los Angeles attorney, was reputedly recruited by the DCCC and 
moved into the district a month before announcing his candidacy in late 2015. Many 
grassroots groups regarded this as carpetbagging. Lou Vince, a local policeman who 
had been supported by local clubs, was so mad about his party’s meddling that he 
ended up endorsing Knight. Caforio ended up losing by a little over 6 points, but he’s 
trying again this year. 

Caforio has the support of labor, from Teamsters and building trades to the National 
Nurses United, as well as Howard Dean’s Democracy for America and Justice 
Democrats. Aside from Lt. Governor Gavin Newsom, few elected officials have lined up 
in his corner. Numerous activists in the district mistrust Caforio, some because of his 
history of parachuting into the district with DCCC blessings, some because he’s a 
lawyer. 

Platform: 
Caforio supports Medicare For All and allowing Medicare to negotiate prescription 
drug prices. He supports the DREAM Act, DACA, and the comprehensive immigration 
reform bill that passed the Senate in 2013, which provides a narrow pathway to 
citizenship. He supports banning assault weapons, bump stocks, and silencers, and 
wants to expand background checks for gun transfers. He has also voiced strong 
support for publicly financed elections and a constitutional amendment to overturn 
Citizens United. Caforio supports increasing the minimum wage, although he has not 
said by how much. 

Finances: 
Caforio has taken in over $1.1 million in donations. He proposed that all three 
Democratic candidates sign the “People’s Pledge” to prevent outside spending; Jess 
Phoenix agreed but Katie Hill declined, so the pledge did not take effect. 

Katie Hill (D) 

Overview: 
Only 30 years old, Hill is the youngest candidate and went to public school in the 25th 
District before attending CSU Northridge. If elected, she would be the first openly 
bisexual Congresswoman from California. As Executive Director of PATH (a homeless 
support agency) she presided over a growth period from a $5M budget to yearly 
operations of over $50M. She supported ballot initiatives Measure H and Prop HHH to 
help alleviate homelessness in LA County. 
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Overview (cont’d): 

Hill has the support of numerous national and regional women’s and reproductive 
rights groups, including Emily’s List, NARAL, Planned Parenthood Action Fund, 
Feminist Majority and California NOW, as well as many local elected officials, especially 
women – County Supervisor Sheila Kuehl, Reps. Judy Chu, Nanette Barragan, Linda 
Sanchez and Jimmy Gomez, plus former California first lady Sharon Davis and Randy 
Newman. 

Hill, who has a resume in social services and deeper local roots, stands a good chance 
of prevailing, even though she may not be able to match the pro-Caforio field 
operations that unions will provide. Some activists consider her gun-owner rhetoric to 
be opportunistic and objectionable, though it resonates in parts of the district that 
were until recently “country” and rural. 

Platform: 
Hill supports “strengthening the ACA and laying the foundation for a Medicare For All 
system,” though she’s been slower to commit to voting for Medicare For All than her 
Democratic opponents. A lifelong gun owner, she supports banning assault weapons, 
high capacity magazines, and bump stocks, as well as raising the minimum age to buy 
guns and expanding background checks. She supports a path to citizenship for 
Dreamers. 

Finances: 
Hill has outraised every other candidate in the race, including the incumbent, and she’s 
outspent them by an even larger margin. She’s raised $1.4 million and spent $1.1 million 
of it—major donors include Emily’s List, Y Combinator founder Sam Altman, a San 
Diego stock broker named Stephen Salm, a strange PAC called the SoCal Victory Fund, 
started by two charter school founders in San Diego, and celebs like Calista 
Flockheart, Randy Newman, and Dax Shepard. 

Jess Phoenix (D) 

Overview: 
Phoenix is a volcanologist and geologist who leads the environmental nonprofit 
Blueprint Earth. The child of conservative FBI agents, she has stated at campaign 
events that her father only came around to believing in climate change after 
conversations about her work. Phoenix is backed by Americans for Democratic Action 
of Southern California and an Our Revolution chapter in Santa Clarita, plus several 
little-known groups such as Blue Grizzlies and GAAAYS in SPAAACE, a group of Star 
Trek fans devoted to equality and inclusion in representation in their favorite TV 
franchise. Personal endorsements include Lt. Gov. candidate Gayle McLaughlin, one 

Table of Contents

https://www.gaaaysinspaaace.org/


Page  69

Bay Area Congressman, comedian Rosie O'Donnell, and a host of actors -- many of 
them from Star Trek.

Platform: 
Phoenix supports citizenship for DACA recipients, a pathway to citizenship for 
undocumented immigrants with no criminal record who pay back taxes and have jobs, 
and deporting undocumented immigrants with criminal histories. She wants to legalize 
marijuana, pass the Equal Rights Amendment, eliminate private prisons and mandatory 
minimums, establish Medicare For All, repeal the Hyde Amendment, and raise the 
minimum wage to $15/hour. 

Finances: 
Phoenix has raised just under $500,000, putting her in last place among the main 
candidates, and almost all of it is from individual donors. 
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California’s 29th Congressional District 
Tony Cardenas, the incumbent congressman, is currently the target of a lawsuit 
alleging that he sexually abused a 16-year-old girl in 2007 after drugging her. He 
denies the allegations, has not stepped down from his seat, and as a powerful 
incumbent is still likely to win this race. 

Even in the absence of these allegations, we would recommend that you vote for 
Green Party candidate and DSA ally Angelica Dueñas, who is running a corporate-free 
campaign and whose platform largely aligns with DSA values. 
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California’s 30th Congressional District 
Brad Sherman, the incumbent congressman, is likely to win this race, but we would 
recommend that you vote for progressive, corporate-free Democratic candidate Jon 
Pelzer, whose platform largely align with DSA values. 
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California's 34th Congressional District 
Overview: 

Jimmy Gomez, the incumbent congressmen, is almost certainly going to win this race. 
But we would recommend that you vote for DSA ally and corporate-free candidate 
Kenneth Mejia in solidarity with his platform, which largely aligns with DSA values. 

Jimmy Gomez (D) (Incumbent) 

Overview: 
Gomez won a special election to Congress last year and is now running for a full two-
year term. 

Background: 
Gomez served in the Assembly from 2012 until his election in 2017 to replace Xavier 
Becerra in the House of Representatives. In the Assembly, he co-authored the Healthy 
California Act, which would have created a single-payer healthcare system for 
California.  

Platform: 
Gomez wants to protect the Affordable Care Act and move “toward” single payer for 
California. He supports DACA and comprehensive immigration reform.  He supports  
“debt-free” rather than free college. He also supports a $15/hour minimum wage in 
California and wants to raise the national minimum wage. 

Kenneth Mejia (Green) 
Overview: 
Mejia is both the clear underdog and the clear progressive choice in this race. 

Background: 
Mejia has run for this seat twice before, as a write-in candidate in 2016 and in the 
special election in 2017. He is a 2010 college graduate with B.S. in accounting and is a 
CPA. 

Platform:  
Mejia wants to move to 100% renewable energy by 2030. He supports both a federal 
job guarantee and a universal basic income as well as a $15/hour federal minimum 
wage, worker-owned cooperatives, a 30-hour workweek, reinstating modern-day 
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Glass-Steagall, Medicare For All, free public college and university, canceling student 
debt, ending corporate subsidies, universal rent control, and taxing capital gains, 
corporations and the wealthy. He also supports providing healthcare for all 
immigrants, ending for-profit detention centers, citizenship for Dreamers, and full 
legal status for all immigrants.  

Platform: (cont’d) 
Mejia wants to lower the voting age to 16, overturn Citizens United, ban corporate 
lobbyists, institute public campaign financing, and end the Electoral College. He wants 
to demilitarize the police, mandate representational community policing 
requirements, and end mandatory minimums and the war on drugs. 
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California's 39th Congressional District  

Overview: 
This race was thrown wide open after the incumbent Republican congressman, Ed 
Royce, declared he wasn’t running for reelection. The field has shifted over time, but 
now four Democrats are campaigning to win.   

It’s a district that straddles Los Angeles, Orange and San Bernardino counties, and is 
primed to swing Democratic this year—unless the crowded field leads to two 
Republican candidates winning the top spots on June 5. Given the potential to flip, 
huge amounts of money have been streaming in from across the country, and the 
Democrats have vastly out-raised the Republican candidates. But it’s a total toss-up. 
  

Gil Cisneros (D) 

Background: 
Cisneros won the lottery a few years back, and used that money to become a 
prominent local philanthropist focusing on the Latinx community and public 
education. He’s a navy vet, and prior to winning the lottery worked as a shipping and 
distribution manager at Frito-Lay. 

He’s been endorsed by most of the major unions in the region—SEIU, UFCW, UNITE 
HERE—and the LA, OC, and statewide federations of labor. While there hasn’t been an 
official Democratic party endorsement in this race, the DCCC seems to be backing 
him. He was a registered Republican until 2008. 

Platform: 
Cisneros says he supports the ACA and Medicare for All, is big on expanding veterans 
housing assistance to non-vets but doesn’t have a clear stance, is into a transition to 
clean energy, supports sanctuary policies, isn’t taking corporate PAC money, and 
seems to be an advocate for public schools—not charters. 

Finances: 
Cisneros has raised over $4 million, including at least $2 million of his own money. 
Prominent funders include the veteran-supporting Serve America Victory Fund and 
Eva Longoria, and the DCCC, House Majority PAC, and Vote Vets have spent nearly 
$600,000 in independent expenditures to back Cisneros (and more to attack the 
Republicans in the race). 
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Andy Thorburn (D) 

Background: 
Thorburn, like Cisneros, is new to politics—after starting his career in the ‘70s as a 
Newark public school teacher and AFT organizer, he started the health insurance 
company Global Benefits Group, and still sits on its board. That has made him very 
wealthy—he’s given his own campaign $2 million, and his opposition has alleged that 
he has offshore accounts (which he denies)—but has also pushed him to advocate for 
single-payer healthcare.  

That’s gained him the endorsement of the California Nurses Association and Our 
Revolution, but he’s also picked up the support of the Communications Workers of 
America, the Machinists, and Ed Begley Jr.  

Platform: 
Thorburn wants to “enact Medicare for All as soon as possible,” raise the minimum 
wage and fund federal rent vouchers, transition to 100 percent renewables by 2050, 
ban fracking and drilling, make tuition free for all public colleges, supports sanctuary 
state policies, doesn’t accept any PAC contributions at all—and voluntarily recognized 
his campaign staff’s decision to unionize. 

Finances: 
Thorburn’s largest donor is himself, and he hasn’t accepted any donations from PACs 
(or many people or organizations at all). 

Sam Jammal (D) 

Background: 
Jammal has worked as a civil rights attorney focusing on defending Latino and 
immigrant students, worked for the Obama Commerce Department, and recently has 
worked with SolarCity and Tesla on sustainable energy projects.  

He’s gotten endorsements from local immigrant rights groups like CHIRLA, some 
national PACs, some longshoremen locals, Dolores Huerta, and very strangely, a small 
dog named Lulu.
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Platform: 
Jammal supports M4A, wants to expand low-income housing tax credits and 
(conversely) the mortgage interest deduction, is big on renewable energy and 
environmental causes—including having post offices provide solar power to their 
communities—supports free college tuition, sanctuary state policies, banning private 
prisons, and wants to reduce the number of immigrants detained. 

Finances: 
Jammal has raised a little over $530,000, mostly from individuals with one big donation 
from longshoremen—it’s hard to compete against two self-funded millionaires. 

Dr. Mai Khan Tran (D) 

Background: 
Tran is a Vietnam War refugee who fled to the US when she was 9 after the fall of 
Saigon, then grew up working alongside her family as a farmworker in rural Oregon 
berry fields. She got into Harvard, became a doctor, and has practiced as a pediatrician 
in Orange County for decades. 

She’s been endorsed by a number of local and national Asian-American political 
groups, the California Teacher Association, the science advocacy group 314 Action, 
and pro-women PACs like Emily’s List. 

Platform 
Tran wants to expand Medicare and calls healthcare a “human right,” but seems to 
want to strengthen the system created under the ACA before moving onto truly 
universal healthcare. She calls for opposing school vouchers, supports free college 
tuition and loan relief, sanctuary state policies, and pledges to fight for women’s rights. 

Finances: 
Tran has raised almost $1.2 million. Nearly $500,000 is from herself, but major 
contributions have come from Emily’s List, So Cal Victory Fund—a PAC started by two 
public charter school founders in San Diego—and a number of individual donors, many 
from the local Vietnamese community. 
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Judges for the Superior Court 

Overview 
The Superior Court of Los Angeles County is the main trial court for the 10 million 
people of the county. It hears both civil and criminal cases, including evictions, child 
custody cases, traffic tickets, homicide prosecutions, and many more. Its hundreds of 
judges have an enormous effect on the individuals who come before them and almost 
always win reelection unopposed. White men and former prosecutors predominate on 
the bench, sitting in judgment on the mostly poor and nonwhite plaintiffs and 
defendants who come to court to try to defend their families, their homes, or their 
freedom.  

The large majority of Superior Court seats are uncontested this year, like most years, 
and therefore won’t appear on the ballot. The candidates in contested races are almost 
all prosecutors, either with the county DA’s office or in the city attorney’s office of Los 
Angeles or another municipality. While judicial candidates aren’t supposed to 
comment on political issues--even directly relevant ones, like the use of money bail to 
keep poor people imprisoned until they plead guilty--we’ve gleaned what little 
information can be found on them. As a general rule, prosecutors who have been on 
the front lines of mass incarceration shouldn’t be rewarded with the power to set bail, 
sentence defendants, and evict tenants.

Superior Court Office No. 4 

Alfred A. Coletta 

A longtime prosecutor in the Los Angeles County District Attorney’s office, Colletta 
boasts endorsements from numerous Superior Court judges (including the retiring 
incumbent he’d replace) as well as hyperpunitive Republican former DA Steve Cooley 
and local police unions. Colletta has a lot of experience, but that experience mostly 
consists of sending working-class people to prison. However, he does boast of having 
prosecuted police officers, and he states that he “can distinguish between the person 
who appears to be the technical law breaker as contrasted to the person who will harm 
society.” He has hired David Gould, a political consultant who frequently represents 
establishment-aligned candidates for the Superior Court, and he’s been endorsed by 
the L.A. Times. 
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Matthew Schonbrun 

 Schonbrun has worked in the Los Angeles City Attorney’s office since 2002, currently 
serving as director of the criminal division. He previously ran for a Superior Court 
judgeship in 2012 and lost. Like Colletta, Schonbrun is a prosecutor who’s built his 
career on convicting and incarcerating people. 

A. Verónica Sauceda 

Sauceda spent thirteen years as a public interest lawyer at Neighborhood Legal 
Services of LA County and the Los Angeles Center for Law and Justice, representing 
low-income people for free in family law and other cases. Since 2015, she’s served as a 
commissioner for the Superior Court, a kind of low-level judge.  

Sauceda grew up in Lakewood as one of ten children of Mexican immigrants, and she 
taught third grade before going to law school at UCLA. She’s been endorsed by a 
number of sitting judges as well as Dolores Huerta, the Los Angeles County Federation 
of Labor, and the Los Angeles County Democratic Party. Based on her background, 
Sauceda is likely to bring a less punitive approach to the bench. Sauceda was also 
rated “Well Qualified” by the Los Angeles County Bar Association, who rated Colletta 
and Schonbrun merely “Qualified.” She is a better choice for judge than her two 
prosecutor opponents. 

Superior Court Office No. 16 

Patricia (Patti) Hunter  

Hunter is a prosecutor in the City Attorney’s office, where she’s worked for over 28 
years. She boasts endorsements from City Attorney Mike Feuer, Councilmember Paul 
Koretz, and former mayor/current Superior Court judge James Hahn, as well as a 
number of other current and retired Superior Court judges. Before moving into 
criminal prosecution, she spent her early years at the City Attorney’s office defending 
against employment cases brought by workers at the Department of Water & Power. 
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Hubert S. Yun 

Yun is a prosecutor in the DA’s office who previously ran for a Superior Court seat in 
2016, taking 18% of the vote. His endorsements include 19 Superior Court judges as 
well as three police unions. For the past six years, Yun has prosecuted alleged gang 
members for murder and other serious felonies, meaning he’s likely responsible for the 
most collective years of incarceration imposed on poor people and people of color out 
of the three prosecutors running for this seat. In 2016, when Yun was also running 
against several other deputy DAs, his colleagues told the press about his bad 
reputation in the office. 

Sydne Jane Michel 

Michel is a city prosecutor for the cities of Redondo Beach and Hermosa Beach. Unlike 
the other two candidates, she has experience working in criminal defense from her 
years representing the wealthy at the big-name law firm Kirkland & Ellis. At one point 
Michel was also in charge of the firm’s pro bono program, which provided free legal 
services to those in need. She went on to the DA’s office and, from there, to her current 
positions in Redondo and Hermosa. Michel’s endorsements include hyperpunitive 
former Republican DA Steve Cooley as well as the usual host of judges and several 
South Bay police unions. She has also been endorsed by the Los Angeles County 
Federation of Labor and the American Federation of State, County and Municipal 
Employees (AFSCME). Michel has said she intended to pour $300,000 of her own 
money into the race, and she is represented by David Gould and endorsed by the L.A. 
Times. 

Superior Court Office No. 20 

Wendy Segall 

Like fellow candidate Michel, who has endorsed her, Segall also boasts an 
endorsement from hyperpunitive former Republican DA Steve Cooley and the Times, 
as well as a host of Superior Court judges, local politicians, police unions, and local 
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Democratic clubs. Segall spent a few years doing civil work and representing criminal 
defendants before joining the DA’s office, where she has been a prosecutor since 
1995. She has positioned herself as an expert in prosecuting stalkers, including 
celebrity stalkers, which has earned her celebrity endorsements from Gwyneth 
Paltrow, Mila Kunis, and Dr. Drew. In her responses to a questionnaire, Segall displayed 
some understanding of the “justice gap” facing poor and minority populations and 
criticized cash bail. Between Segall and the other prosecutor running for this seat, 
Segall is at least marginally better. 

Mary Ann Escalante 

Escalante has spent over 30 years as a prosecutor in the DA’s office. In that time, she 
has tried at least 34 murder cases, including winning at least one wrongful conviction 
that was later overturned. Escalante and Segall are longtime colleagues at the DA’s 
office and former friends who had a complicated falling out over accusations of 
ethical violations and tattling. Her long list of endorsements includes numerous sitting 
judges (though fewer than Segall) as well as police and non-police unions. The Los 
Angeles County Bar Association has rated her “Well Qualified,” as opposed to Segall, 
who was deemed merely “Qualified.” Comments to the press from other attorneys 
suggest that Escalante is more conservative than Segall. In her responses to a 
questionnaire, Escalante endorsed the use of bail schedules, which set bail amounts at 
often unaffordable levels based solely on the crime a person has been accused of 
even though they are legally presumed innocent. 

Superior Court Office No. 60 

Tony J. Cho 

Cho has been a prosecutor in the DA’s office since 2005. His parents immigrated from 
Korea the year before he was born, and his father later got a PhD and became a city 
councillor and mayor in Cerritos. With endorsements from hyperpunitive Republican 
former DA Steve Cooley and local Democratic groups, representation by David Gould, 
and $500,000 to spend on his campaign, Cho may be the frontrunner for this seat, 
although he failed to get the L.A. Times endorsement. 
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Holly L. Hancock 

Hancock appears to be the only public defender running for the Los Angeles County 
Superior Court this year. She has spent her entire twelve-year legal career at the Los 
Angeles County Office of the Public Defender representing poor people charged with 
crimes. Hancock told the Metropolitan News-Enterprise that she decided to run for a 
judicial office after realizing the influence a judge can have in misdemeanor court, 
“where you can have an impact on the day-to-day people, working people, every day.” 
During and prior to law school, Hancock worked as a flight attendant and served as a 
local officer in her union. As both a black woman and a public defender, Hancock 
would add much-needed diversity to the Los Angeles County bench, which is filled 
with white male prosecutors. She has criticized the money bail system, calling it 
“unaffordable by all but the wealthy,” and says she would pursue “rehabilitation and 
reconciliation in sentencing as a priority.” 

Ben Colella 

Collela gets astoundingly negative reviews from colleagues in the DA’s office, and the 
Los Angeles County Bar Association has rated him “Not Qualified.” He has very little 
campaign presence and it’s unclear why he’s running. 

Superior Court Office No. 63 

Malcolm H. Mackey 

Mackey is the only incumbent judge on the Superior Court who faces a challenger this 
year. Now in his upper 80s, Mackey has served as a judge since 1978, first on the Los 
Angeles Municipal Court and then, since 1988, on the Superior Court. In two 
controversial cases in the mid-1990s, Mackey presided over employment 
discrimination trials in which the jury found racial discrimination and issued 
multimillion-dollar verdicts for the plaintiffs; Mackey overturned both verdicts, 
infamously writing in one case, “Our ancestors came across the plains in covered 
wagons; they were tough. Minorities need to be tough in the workplace--they can't 
react to every comment." Unsurprisingly, Mackey’s colleagues on the bench are 
supporting him in this race. The Los Angeles County Bar Association has also awarded 
him a rare “Exceptionally Well Qualified” evaluation. 
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Anthony Lewis 

Lewis is an employment law attorney based in Woodland Hills. He formerly 
represented businesses at a large firm and now represents employees as head of his 
own small firm. Lewis seems to be nearly unknown among the Los Angeles legal 
community; the Metropolitan News-Enterprise, a local legal newspaper, emailed more 
than 1400 local lawyers and found only two people who knew of Lewis. One had 
positive things to say about him, while the other called him “the most unprofessional, 
rude, and volatile attorney I have encountered to date” and “uniquely unqualified to 
serve on the bench.” The Los Angeles County Bar Association has rated him “Not 
Qualified.” Lewis is branding himself a civil rights attorney and attacking Mackey for his 
rulings in discrimination cases, and he has been endorsed by local Democratic clubs 
representing LGBT and Black members. 

Superior Court Office No. 67 

Onica Valle Cole 

Cole was a prosecutor in the City Attorney’s office for fifteen years until she was fired 
in January. This is her second try for a seat on the Superior Court; she ran for an open 
seat in 2016 and came in last in a five-person race. Her website boasts that she’s 
supported by “Law Enforcement” as well as sitting Superior Court judges. Although 
the Los Angeles County Bar Association rated her “Qualified” in 2016, she’s been 
downgraded to “Not Qualified” this year. Cole is represented by David Gould. 

Dennis P. Vincent 

Vincent has spent 13 years prosecuting felony cases in the DA’s office. Prior to that, he 
practiced family and other civil law. The Los Angeles County Bar Association has rated 
him merely “Qualified,” worse than the “Well Qualified” rating that his opponent 
Armendariz earned. 

Table of Contents

https://www.lacba.org/docs/default-source/jeec-reports/2018-jeec-report/jeec-report-2018.pdf
http://www.lacba.org/docs/default-source/jeec-reports/judicialevaluationratings.pdf
https://www.lacba.org/docs/default-source/jeec-reports/2018-jeec-report/jeec-report-2018.pdf
https://www.lacba.org/docs/default-source/jeec-reports/2018-jeec-report/jeec-report-2018.pdf


Page  83

Maria Lucy Armendariz 

Armendariz worked in various positions for the state legislature before becoming a 
hearing judge with the State Bar Court in 2007. The State Bar Court hears accusations 
of attorney misconduct against California lawyers and has the power to recommend 
suspensions or disbarment. In 2013, Armendariz recommended that the sitting District 
Attorney of Del Norte County be disbarred, the first time a hearing judge had ever 
recommended disbarment for a sitting DA in California. Under Governor Gray Davis, 
Armendariz served as the ombudsman for women’s prisons in California. She has been 
endorsed by AFSCME and SEIU locals, a number of elected officials, the L.A. Times, 
and the county Democratic Party. Armendariz would make a competent judge and is 
preferable to her prosecutor opponents. 

Superior Court Office No. 71 

Danielle R.A. Gibbons 

Gibbons spent most of her career as a criminal defense lawyer with her family’s firm, 
where she says she represented over 1,000 children and adults charged with crimes 
ranging from traffic violations to homicides. In July 2017, Gibbons became a 
Commissioner at the Superior Court, a sort of low-level judge. The Los Angeles County 
Bar Association has rated her “Well Qualified.” She has been endorsed by numerous 
sitting judges as well as police and non-police unions. 

David A. Berger 

Berger has been a prosecutor in the DA’s office for two decades, and he’s sought 
elected office before. In 2008 he ran unsuccessfully for Los Angeles City Attorney, 
losing to Carmen Trutanich. Trutanich then hired Berger as a special assistant, but 
Berger quit after nine months to return to the DA’s office, alleging a “culture of 
corruption” surrounding Trutanich. 

In 2016, Berger ran for a seat on the Superior Court in 2016 and narrowly lost despite 
hiring David Gould and being endorsed by the L.A. Times. The Los Angeles County Bar 
Association’s “Not Qualified” rating may have sunk Berger last time, and he’s been 
given the same rating this year. Berger boasts an endorsement from his old boss, 
hyperpunitive Republican former DA Steve Cooley, as well as Cooley’s successor, 
incumbent DA Jackie Lacey, and several police and prosecutor unions. 

Table of Contents

http://www.metnews.com/articles/2018/judielec032718.htm
https://www.lacba.org/docs/default-source/jeec-reports/2018-jeec-report/jeec-report-2018.pdf
https://www.lacba.org/docs/default-source/jeec-reports/2018-jeec-report/jeec-report-2018.pdf
http://www.metnews.com/articles/2018/judielec032718.htm
http://www.metnews.com/articles/2018/judielec032718.htm
http://www.latimes.com/opinion/editorials/la-ed-judicial-endorsements-20160428-story.html
https://www.lacba.org/docs/default-source/jeec-reports/2018-jeec-report/jeec-report-2018.pdf
https://www.lacba.org/docs/default-source/jeec-reports/2018-jeec-report/jeec-report-2018.pdf


Page  84

Superior Court Office No. 113 

Javier Perez 

Perez has been a prosecutor in the DA’s office since 1990. He ran for a Superior Court 
seat in 2016 and made it to the second round, where he lost to a fellow deputy DA 
despite strong backing from the Mexican American Bar Association PAC. This time, 
Perez appears to have collected the lion’s share of the endorsements, including 
hyperpunitive Republican former DA Steve Cooley, Senate candidate Kevin de León, 
and several unions and Democratic clubs. 

Steven Schreiner 

Schreiner is yet another prosecutor in the DA’s office who’s run for the Superior Court 
before, in both 2014 and 2016. In 2016 he snagged endorsements from the L.A. Times 
and the Metropolitan News-Enterprise thanks in part to his experience; as a deputy DA 
since 1987, Schreiner is an old hand at sending people to prison. Both papers noted a 
2013 incident in which Schreiner lost his temper in front of a jury that was refusing to 
convict. 

Michael P. Ribons 

Ribons, a realtor/civil litigator in private practice, also ran for a Superior Court seat in 
2016, finishing fourth out of four candidates. He earned praise, although not an 
endorsement, from the L.A. Times. Although the Los Angeles County Bar Association 
previously rated him “Well Qualified,” he’s been downgraded to just “Qualified” this 
year--a worse grade than both of his competitors. His website, unusually, boasts not a 
single endorsement, even though Ribons has been working as a judge pro tem on the 
Superior Court for eight years. He’ll be listed on the ballot as an Arbitrator/Lawyer, 
despite questions about the extent of his arbitration practice. 
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Superior Court Office No. 118 

Troy Davis 

Davis is a relatively inexperienced prosecutor, having joined the DA’s office only in 
2008. He’s been endorsed by over 35 Superior Court judges as well as hyperpunitive 
Republican former DA Steve Cooley and numerous police unions, and he currently 
serves as president of the “Footprinters,” a “pro-law enforcement organization that 
meets monthly at Taix, on Sunset Boulevard.” His website boasts of his success in 
incarcerating “hundreds” of people and extorting guilty pleas. 

David D. Diamond 

Diamond is a criminal defense attorney, although you wouldn’t know it from his ballot 
designation; he fought unsuccessfully to have his description read “Police 
Commissioner/Attorney,” referring to his unpaid position on the Burbank Police 
Commission, an advisory board that meets once a month. Diamond has endorsements 
from 25 Superior Court judges as well as a number of non-police unions and 
Democratic clubs. Although Diamond is, refreshingly, not a prosecutor and sometimes 
represents indigent criminal defendants, he appears to have a close relationship with 
the LAPD union, which has endorsed him and referred clients to him. 

Superior Court Office No. 126 

Rene Caldwell Gilbertson 

Gilbertson has spent her 24-year legal career practicing juvenile dependency law, 
which includes child abuse and neglect cases. Since 1999, she has litigated cases on 
behalf of the county, accusing (mostly poor and nonwhite) parents of neglecting their 
children and sometimes trying to remove them from their families. She has also been a 
legal advisor to the sheriff’s department. She has been endorsed by 12 sitting judges 
and a few unions and Democratic groups, and she is represented by David Gould. Her 
husband is a lawyer at an elite law firm, and Gilbertson recently said she was prepared 
to spent $100,000 on her campaign. She argues that she would bring much-needed 
diversity to the bench, both as a Black woman and as a non-prosecutor. 
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Shlomo Frieman 

Frieman, who received a “Not Qualified” rating from the Los Angeles County Bar 
Association, has been described as “not a serious contender.” A 69-year-old retiree, 
Frieman’s legal expertise is in patent law, which rarely comes up in Superior Court. He 
has almost never appeared in court aside from his two divorce cases. Of his current 
marriage, he told the Metropolitan News-Enterprise, “So far, it’s fine.” 

Ken Fuller 

Fuller is a relatively young prosecutor in the DA’s office who has also served as a 
member of the Judge Advocate General’s (JAG) Corps for the U.S. Air Force Reserve 
and a stand-up comedian. He’s been endorsed by 20 sitting Superior Court judges as 
well as hyperpunitive Republican former DA Steve Cooley and several police and non-
police unions.  

Superior Court Office No. 146 

Emily Theresa Spear 

Spear is a prosecutor in the DA’s office and, at 36, one of the youngest candidates for 
the Superior Court this year. In 2014, she successfully managed the judicial campaign 
of a colleague in the DA’s office who defeated an incumbent on the Superior Court. She 
has been endorsed by 10 sitting Superior Court judges, including her former 
colleague/client, as well as several law enforcement unions and the L.A. Times. 

Armando Durón 

Durón is already a commissioner at the Superior Court, a sort of low-level judge, as 
well as a serious collector of Chicano art. Before being appointed as a family law 
commissioner in 2015, he was a criminal defense lawyer in Montebello, and at the 
beginning of his career he represented low-income clients as a legal aid lawyer. Back 
in the 1980s, he headed the Mexican American Bar Association. As of the end of March, 
he was halfway toward his goal of raising $150,000 for his campaign. Durón boasts 
endorsements from over 20 Superior Court judges as well as hyperpunitive 
Republican former DA Steve Cooley, former LA mayor Antonio Villaraigosa, Dolores 
Huerta, and several nonpolice unions. With his experience representing poor people 
and people accused of crimes, he would make a better judge than his prosecutor 
opponent.  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Los Angeles County Sheriff 

No Recommendation 

Jim McDonnell (Incumbent) 
 
After a career at the LAPD, McDonnell became the Long Beach Chief of Police for four 
years before being elected LA County Sheriff in 2014—the first in over a century to be 
elected from outside the department. 

As Sheriff, per LA Times, McDonnell has focused on retrenchment over reform, though 
as a candidate he emphasized criminal justice reform and preferred drug treatment 
over incarceration. He attempted to release the “300 list:” A list of deputies that have 
histories of abuse, lying and misconduct. The list was sought after and it was 
McDonnell who tried to release it to the district attorney, until the deputies union 
successfully blocked it. 

He has tightened the penalties for lying on the job, fired deputies who made false 
statements and is reviewing the assignments of those found to have lied in the past. 
Some could be required to work under special conditions, such as recording all their 
interactions with the public. 

There continues to be misconduct under McDonnell: (LA Times links) 

“discomfiting array of deputy misbehavior or worse on McDonnell's watch. 
Consider, for example, the deputy alleged to have raped inmates at the women's 
jail in Lynwood; the video of the deputy ignoring a call of "shots fired" so he 
could talk on the phone to his girlfriend; the offensive racially charged emails 
sent by the sheriff's then-chief of staff; the succession of shootings of unarmed 
men; the continuing deaths at the county jails; the charges against a sergeant 
for demanding sex in exchange for time off; the questionable purchase by an 
assistant sheriff of a car seized from a drunk driving suspect.” 
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Bob Lindsey  

Lindsey is a retired Sheriff’s Commander who served 32 years with the department, 
and is the right-wing candidate in the race. He believes too many deputies are unfairly 
punished, claims Sheriff’s officials have been cracking down too hard on rank-and-file 
deputies,  disapproves of McDonnell’s attempts to reverse county's Civil Service 
Commission reinstating of fired deputies due to misconduct, and, of course, wants to 
improve community relations and transparency. He also wants to drastically loosen the 
requirements for granting a concealed carry permit in LA County—a policy that the 
sheriff can change at whim. 

Alex Villanueva 

Until recently, Villanueva was a LA sheriff’s lieutenant with 30 years on the job behind 
him—and he claims he didn’t climb higher up the ranks (like his opponent Bob) because 
he was the first in the department to blow the whistle on the Baca/Tanaka 
administration’s abuses. This makes him the reformist candidate in the race, and the 
only one calling for stronger civilian oversight (which won him the endorsement of the 
LA County Democratic Party), but another one of his ideas for reform is to add 3,000 
deputies to the department’s roster. Cops, man. 
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Los Angeles County Assessor 
 The county assessor’s main role is to decide how much each taxable property in the 
county is worth for tax purposes. The importance of the office is shown by the fact that 
the previous assessor, John Noguera, and several of his staffers were indicted for 
accepting bribes to lower property taxes for some affluent Westsiders by millions of 
dollars. 

The incumbent, Jeff Prang was a West Hollywood city councilor, without real estate or 
assessment experience when he won his first term as county assessor in 2014. As the 
incumbent running for reelection, he’s been endorsed by hordes of state and local 
politicians and unions as well as the L.A. Times. His three opponents, all veterans of the 
assessor’s office who also ran in 2014, are hitting Prang for his lack of experience and 
expertise. Other than that, there’s not much to distinguish them politically, except that 
Sandy Sun and John “Lower Taxes” Loew are both on record supporting lower taxes 
for homeowners and Krish Kumar is not accepting any campaign donations so as to 
avoid suspicions of favoritism. If elected, Sun would be the county’s first-ever female 
assessor. 
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Proposition 68: The Parks, Environment, 
and Water Bond 

Details: 

Authorizes $4 billion in general obligation bonds (state debt) for state and local parks, 
environmental protection projects, water infrastructure projects, and flood protection 
projects.  

Reallocates $100 million of unused bond authority from prior bond acts for the same 
purposes. Appropriates moneys from the General Fund to pay off bonds. Requires 
non-state matching funds for certain projects and favors disadvantaged communities 
for certain projects. Requires annual audits. 
Supporters: 

Supporters: 
Officials: 
 
Gov. Jerry Brown (D) 
Lt. Gov. Gavin Newsom (D) 
Sen. Kevin de León (D-24) 
Sen. Anthony Portantino (D-25)  
Rep. Eduardo Garcia (D-56) 
Rep. Anthony Rendon (D-63) 
Former Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa (D) 

Groups: 
American Heart Association 
American Lung Association 
Association of California Water Agencies 
Audubon California 
Big Sur Land Trust 
California Association of Local Conservation Corps 
California Council of Land Trusts 
California Chamber of Commerce 
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California Democratic Party 
California State Parks Foundation 
Environmental Defense Fund 
Heal the Bay 
Humane Society of the United States 
League of California Cities 
Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce 
Peninsula Open Space Trust 
Save the Redwoods League 
Sempervirens Fund 
Silicon Valley Leadership Group 
Sierra Club California  
Sonoma Land Trust 
The Nature Conservancy 
The Trust for Public Land 
The Wildlands Conservancy 
TreePeople  

Unions: 
State Building and Construction Trades Council of California 

Top Contributors: 
The Nature Conservancy ($930,000) 
Save The Redwoods League ($350,000) 
Peninsula Open Space Trust ($300,000) 

Susana Reyes (Vice President of the Sierra Club) and Sen. Anthony Portantino (D-25): 
“California has always been an environmental leader, and our public spaces, forests, 
lakes and beaches are recreational destinations for millions. Five years of severe 
drought followed by heavy rains have magnified the lingering aftermath of the 2008 
economic downturn, leaving our state with a substantial need to invest in deteriorating 
local and regional parks and aging water infrastructure, dams, reservoirs, and flood 
protection.” 
 

The Los Angeles Times: 
 “[Prop 68] would help pay for regional and local parks, trails and amenities as well. For 
Los Angeles County, whose residents voted in 2016 to tax themselves for parks 
improvements, local revenue would go farther with matching funds from the bond and 
would be leveraged to do more work sooner. Like the local tax, this bond would help 
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correct longstanding inequities that left many low-income communities without parks. 
Translation: Much of that money would come to parts of L.A.” 

Opposition: 

Sen. John Moorlach (R-37) 
Howard Jarvis Taxpayers Association 

The Orange County Register:  
"Instead of indebting Californians by $8 billion for $4 billion, the Legislature should 
make room for the sort of projects this measure would cover with current revenues. If 
these projects are as important to the politicians who want the bond as they pretend 
they are, they’ll find a way to make it work." 

Central Coast Taxpayers Association: 
“First, of the $4 billion dollar bond, only $1.3 billion is actually dedicated to improving 
parks. A lot of the remaining money is given to politicians to spend on their pet 
projects. Second, the money is not distributed fairly and equally across the state. Many 
of our residents in inland and rural California will not see any Prop. 68 park bond money 
spent to fix and improve their local state parks. This is wrong.” 

 
Editorial: 
The bill provides state money desperately needed for parks and other environment 
needs in the Los Angeles area. Arguments that the money isn’t “distributed fairly” 
ignore the issues on the ground that show that the issues in Los Angeles require 
special attention. 

 
Vote:  
YES on 68. 
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Proposition 69: The Transportation Taxes and 
Fees Lockbox and Appropriations Limit 

Exemption 

(nice) 

Details: 
Require that revenue from the diesel sales tax and Transportation Improvement Fee, 
as enacted by Senate Bill 1, be used for transportation-related purposes; an exempt 
revenue generated by SB 1's tax increases and fee schedules from the state 
appropriations limit. 

(Senate Bill 1, the Road Repair and Accountability Act of 2017, was signed into law on 
April 28, 2017. This legislative package invests $54 billion over the next decade to fix 
roads, freeways and bridges in communities across California and puts more dollars 
toward transit and safety. These funds will be split equally between state and local 
investments.) 

Supporters: 

Officials 
Sen. Josh Newman (D-29) 
Rep. Jim Frazier (D-11)  
Rep. Kevin Mullin (D-22) 
Rep. Evan Low (D-28) 
Rep. Miguel Santiago (D-53) 
Rep. Todd Gloria (D-78) 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Organizations 
There are many in favor: 

Opposition: 

Officials 
Sen. John Moorlach (R-37) 
Rep. Frank Bigelow (R-5) 

John Moorlach and Frank Bigelow: 
“[California is] wasting billions of dollars for high speed rail, with massive cost 
overruns. And this proposition is supposed to prevent them from spending drift? Or is 
this an admission that, like an alcoholic, Sacramento is saying it won’t siphon off some 
of your gas tax for other boondoggles, this time? And, once again, they really mean it. 
How sad can California’s legislature get? 

 California Democratic Party 
California Association of Highway Patrolmen 
California Business Properties Association 
California Business Roundtable 
Alliance of Automobile Manufacturers 
Business Council of San Joaquin County 
CalAsian Chamber of Commerce 
California Chamber of Commerce 
California Trucking Association 
Cerritos Regional Chamber of Commerce 
California State Conference NAACP 
Chamber of Commerce of the Santa Barbara Region 
Congress of California Seniors 
East Bay Leadership Council 
Fairfield-Suisun Chamber of Commerce 
Flasher Barricade Association 
Gateway Chambers Alliance 
Greater Merced Chamber of Commerce 
Greater San Fernando Valley Chamber of Commerce 
Innovation Tri-Valley Leadership Group 
Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce 
Los Angeles County Business Federation (LA BizFed) 
North Bay Leadership Council 
Orange County Business Council 
Oxnard Chamber of Commerce 
Petaluma Area Chamber of Commerce 
Sacramento Metro Chamber of Commerce 
San Gabriel Valley Economic Partnership 
San Rafael Chamber of Commerce 
Santa Cruz Area Chamber of Commerce 
Santa Cruz County Business Council 
Silicon Valley Leadership Group 
South Bay Association of Chambers of Commerce 
South Gate Chamber of Commerce 
Tuolumne County Chamber of Commerce 
Vacaville Chamber of Commerce 
Valley Industry & Commerce Association (VICA) 
Planning and Conservation League 
TransForm 
California League of United Latin American Citizens (LULAC) 
League of Women Voters of California 
Breathe California Sacramento Region 
Sonoma County Alliance 
California State Association of Counties (CSAC) 
League of California Cities 
California Association of Councils of Governments (CALCOG) 
California 
American Public Works Association – Southern California Chapter 
American Society of Civil Engineers – California 
Associated General Contractors – California 
Associated General Contractors – San Diego 
California Asphalt Pavement Association (CalAPA) 
The California Chapters of the American Public Works Association (APWA) 
California Construction & Industrial Materials Association (CalCIMA) 
California Nevada Cement Association 
California Transit Association 
Coastal Rail Santa Cruz 

Golden Gate Bridge, Highway and Transportation District 
Golden State Gateway Coalition 
Lake Area Planning Council 
Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority 
Metropolitan Transportation Commission 
Northern California Chapter, National Electrical Contractors Association (NECA)  
California Contract Cities Association 
City/County Association of Governments of San Mateo County 
Gateway Cities Council of Governments 
Humboldt County Association of Governments 
Los Angeles County Division, League of California Cities 
Marin County Council of Mayors and Councilmembers 
Orange County Division, League of California Cities 
Peninsula Division, League of California Cities 
Sonoma County Mayors’ and Councilmembers’ Association 
Stanislaus Council of Governments 
Urban Counties of California 
California Alliance for Jobs 
Alameda Corridor – East Construction Authority (ACE) 
American Council of Engineering Companies – Placer County Transportation Planning Agency 
San Francisco Bay Area Rapid Transit District 
Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission 
Sonoma County Transportation Authority 
Sonoma-Marin Area Rail Transit District (SMART) 
Southern California Contractors Association 
Southern California Partnership for Jobs 
Southwest Concrete Pavement Association 
Transportation Agency for Monterey County 
Transportation California 
United Contractors  

Unions 
State Building & Construction Trades Council of California 
AFSCME California PEOPLE 
AFSCME District Council 36 
California Nevada Conference of Operating Engineers 
California State Council of Laborers 
Heat and Frost Insulators, Local 16 
Laborers International Union of North America Local 1184 
Northern California Carpenters Regional Council 
 
Businesses 
Brosamer & Wall, Inc. 
BYD America 
Central Striping Services, Inc. 
CPM Logistics, LLC 
Ghilotti Bros., Inc. 
Granite Construction Inc. 
HNTB Corporation 
Knife River Construction 
MuniServices 
Nossaman LLP 
Reliance Business Park 
Shimmick Construction Company, Inc. 
Surfa Slick, LLC 
Teichert Construction 
Teichert Materials 
Way Sine LLC
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Editorial: 
Now we all know California (and Los Angeles’s) public infrastructure is in an absolute 
irritating mess. This proposition makes sure the new taxes from gasoline goes towards 
cleaning up, updating and improving the state’s roads and highways. Although some 
editorial supporters show their shallow understanding of what really needs to be fixed 
in California (like suggesting that traffic congestion will be abated by adding new 
lanes,) overall, increasing funding for infrastructure repairs should be a positive to Los 
Angeles. While we can always argue over where those funds should go, the legal ability 
for California to use its tax money for crucially needed improvements in infrastructure 
is paramount. 

(Now, if only this proposition was focused on public transportation…) 

Vote:  
YES on 69. 
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Proposition 70: Vote Requirement to 
Use Cap-and-Trade Revenue  

Details: 
Requires a one-time two-thirds vote in each chamber of the state legislature in 2024 
or thereafter to pass a spending plan for revenue from the state's cap-and-trade 
program for greenhouse gases. Beginning in 2024, cap-and-trade revenues will 
accumulate in a reserve fund. These cap-and-trade revenues cannot be used unless 
the Legislature authorizes such use by a two-thirds majority. Suspends certain tax 
exemptions, including for equipment used in manufacturing and research and 
development, beginning in 2024, until the effective date of any such authorization 

Supporters: 

Officials 
Gov. Jerry Brown (D) 
State Rep. Chad Mayes (R-42) 
 
Groups 
California Chamber of Commerce 

Governor Jerry Brown 
“The future of California’s signature climate change program depends on 
demonstrating that we can protect our environment while growing our economy. To 
accomplish this goal Proposition 70 helps ensure that the money to reduce 
greenhouse gases is spent in the wisest and most cost effective way; that protects 
taxpayers and our most polluted communities.” 

California Chamber of Commerce 
“[Prop 70] will encourage bipartisan support for an expenditure plan and allow for a 
process to negotiate expenditures that furthers the goals of the Legislature as a 
whole. The pause on expenditures will allow time to evaluate the efficacy of programs 
that are being continuously funded.” 

Table of Contents



Page  97

Opposition: 

Officials 
Sen. Ben Allen (D-26) 
Rep. Todd Gloria (D-78) 

Organizations 
California Democratic Party 
StopProp70   1

 
The Los Angeles Times 
“Voters should reject this pointless exercise. There is little indication that a 
supermajority vote in 2024 would result in more responsible spending, as supporters 
of Prop 70 claim. History shows that when legislators need to find enough votes to 
reach a two-thirds threshold, they are more likely to end up funding pet projects to 
persuade (or buy the votes of) on-the-fence lawmakers.” 

Sen. Ben Allen, Rep. Todd Gloria, and Helen L. Hutchinson (President of the League of 
Women Voters of California)  
“Proposition 70 grew out of an oil industry-backed effort to derail the state’s premiere 
program to curb harmful air pollution. According to the Los Angeles Times, the 
industry spent millions of dollars lobbying to water down California’s commitment to 
clean air policies that reduce our dependence on high-polluting fossil fuels. 
Proposition 70 will increase legislative gridlock, undermine our clean energy progress, 
and empower special interests who are out of step with the majority of Californians.” 

 StopProp70 is a coalition group containing the following entities: Coalition for Clean Air, Asian Pacific Environmental Network, 1
Climate Hawks Vote, Environmental Health Coalition, SoCal 350 Climate Action, 350 Bay Area, Friends of the Earth, Natural 
Resources Defense Council, Courage Campaign, The Trust for Public Land, Center for Biological Diversity, NextGen America, 
Alliance of Nurses for Healthy Environments, Fossil Free California, California Interfaith Power & Light, Sierra Club California, SEIU 
California, Communication Workers of America, California Labor Federation and Mi Familia Vota
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Editorial: 
Prop 70 seems like an obstructionist attempt to stymy, prevent and obstruct the state 
of California from committing to curb greenhouse gases as soon as possible. There 
can be no socialism in our future without climate justice. Like Prop 72, cap and trade is 
a “capitalist solutions to capitalist problems,” but in the current economic system we 
live in, it is better than nothing. 

Vote: 
NO on 70.  
 

Table of Contents



Page  99

Proposition 71: Effective Date of Ballot 
Measures  

Details: 
To move the effective date of ballot propositions, including citizen initiatives and 
legislative referrals, from the day after election day to the fifth day after the secretary 
of state certifies election results. 

For example, when voters approved Proposition 64 on November 8, 2016, the 
recreational use of marijuana became legal under state law on November 9, 2016. If 
Proposition 64 was approved under the process outlined by this 2018 ballot measure, 
the recreational use of marijuana would have become legal on December 17, 2016. 

Supporters: 
Officials 
Rep. Kevin Mullin (D-22) 
Rep. Marc Berman (D-24) 
Sen. Henry Stern (D-27) 
 
Organizations 
California Democratic Party 

Kevin Mullin 
“What if a measure that was deemed to have passed was in fact shown not to have 
received enough votes by the certification of the vote? Allowing initiatives and 
referenda to go into effect essentially immediately following the election has the 
potential to create confusion and even the potential for an erroneous perceived 
change in the law… This problem is exacerbated by the increase in vote-by-mail (VBM), 
which has led to longer times in counting ballots as many VBM ballots arrive on, or up to 
three days after, Election Day. Additionally, processing these VBM ballots takes longer 
- elections officials must confirm each voter's registration status, verify each voter's 
signature on the vote-by-mail envelope, and ensure each person did not vote 
elsewhere in the same election.” 
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Los Angeles Times 
“The potential for a law to be wrongly put into effect grows every year as more voters 
cast mail ballots and the count on the day after the election becomes less reliable… 
That's where Proposition 71 [comes in.] It would change the default effective date for 
ballot measures to five days after all the votes are fully and completely counted and 
the secretary of state has certified the election.” 

Opposition: 

No substantial or clear opposition from either major individuals or groups. 

Editorial: 
 
Not really an ideological fight. Giving more time to confirm that elections ballots are 
properly counted seems very democratic! Especially to consider the importance of 
mail in ballots. 

Vote:  
YES on 71.  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Proposition 72: Rainwater Capture 
Systems Excluded from Property Tax 

Assessments 
Details: 
Allow the state legislature to exclude rainwater capture systems added after January 1, 
2019, from property tax reassessments. 

There is a history of voter-passed California constitutional amendments to exclude 
certain construction and property additions from tax assessments. Those exclusions 
include active solar energy systems, reconstruction of unreinforced masonry bearing 
walls to comply with local earthquake safety ordinances, fire detection, extinguishing, 
and sprinkler systems, changes made to single or multi-family dwellings to make them 
more accessible to severely disabled persons, earthquake hazard mitigation 
technologies installed in existing buildings, and changes made to buildings to make 
them more accessible to severely disabled persons. 

Supporters: 
Officials: 
Sen. Steve Glazer (D-7) 
 
Organizations:  
California Democratic Party 
League of California Cities 
Save the Bay 
Planning and Conservation League 
Trout Unlimited 

Steve Glazer 
“Rainwater capture systems are a great way to accomplish this goal of water 
conservation. Rainwater capture systems collect, store and use rain water for 
landscape irrigation and other uses… When a business or individual employs captured 
rain water, water from conventional sources is freed for consumption by others… A 
property tax exclusion created by this measure would… lead to a significant expansion 
of rainwater capture systems throughout the state, all while contributing to the State's 
conservation efforts”  
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The Los Angeles Times 
“Proposition 72 is an important part of that historic change in attitude and governance. 
It has no official opponents. Californians should put it on the books as law. And then, if 
they haven't already, get themselves a rain barrel, or maybe even a cistern.”  

Opposition: 
No clear public opposition. 

Editorial: 
 
While property tax exemptions generally don’t seem like a great idea, incentivizing 
individuals and businesses to become eco-friendly might be one of the few 
exceptions. This might be considered a “capitalist solutions to capitalist problems,” 
but making it easier for California residents to move towards a more eco-friendly city 
seems like a good one (and then can use that saved money and donate it towards DSA-
LA.) 

 
Vote:  

YES on 72. 
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