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One in two people under 
30 have a favorable view 
of socialism. If you are a so-
cialist, there is a very good 
chance that there are a lot 
of other people on your 
campus or in your commu-
nity who agree with you. 
Take a look at what YDS is 
up to around the country, 
and if you like what you 
see, email yds@dsausa.org 
to get involved.

YDS on the move in 2013

YDS activists have a critical role 
to play. On our campuses and in our 
communities we are working with 
students, workers, and community 
members to educate, agitate, and 
organize for a better society.

Going into 2014 we have a lot 
to be proud of, starting with our 
summer leadership retreat, which 
brought together 40 YDS activists 
for a weekend of political educa-
tion and activist training. 

Since then we have been hard 
at work. For example, at Lindsay 
Wilson College in Kentucky YDS-
ers organized a discussion about 
cuts to food stamps, the attack on 
low-income people, and steps they 

could take on campus to help those 
in need. At Temple University, stu-
dents are starting to plan how to 
organize with the grad student 
union as it goes into contract ne-
gotiations. On page 2 you can see 
more about our campaigns.

In October, 25 YDSers and 
young DSAers attended DSA’s na-
tional convention in Oakland. And 
we have new chapters popping up 
across the country, including new 
organizing committees at Lamar 
University in Texas and Case West-
ern Reserve University in Ohio. 

We have a lot planned for 2014. 
But this is an opportunity to reflect. 
So check out our work this fall!
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Organize with YDS!

Members of YDS’s Coordinating Committee celebrate a successful conference with DSA honorary chair Barbara Ehrenreich.

 YDS is the youth section of the Democratic Socialists of America (DSA)



Exploitation is the engine that pow-
ers capitalism. Understanding it is a first 
step towards understanding our critique 
of capitalism.

Capitalists are only able to make a 
profit because they pay workers less than 
the full value of the goods and services 
workers produce. The surplus that is left 
after a wage is paid is profit. In a socialist 
society this surplus could be used to pro-
vide public goods for all. But in a capital-
ist society this profit is retained for the 
investment and consumption of a few. 
When capitalists keep the surplus for 
themselves we call this “exploitation”.

Workplaces however are not the only 
sites of exploitation. Housework is an-
other form - a form of exploitation that 
in our patriarchal society disproportion-
ately falls on women. In the workplace, 
workers are paid less than value of what 
they produce. But under capitalism, 
household work isn’t even paid for at all, 
and yet all of society benefits enormous-
ly from this unpaid labor.

Exploitation also can help us under-
stand the environmental crisis. Natural 
resources under capitalism are treated 
just as inputs for production. They are 
collected at such a rapid rate that the soil 
and raw materials are unable to repro-
duce themselves. This ruthless accumu-
lation of the wealth of nature is another 
form of exploitation. 

Exploitation is a powerful concept. 
The concept helps us rebut the argu-
ments of capitalist ideologues who only 
want to talk about supply and demand 
and “free” competition. It shows us how 
profits are really made, and shows us 
what needs to be changed.

David Roddy is on YDS’s Coordinating 
Committee. He is the Editor of The Activist.
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UC Davis builds student solidarity 
for largest strike in history of the
University of California system

UC Davis YDS is relatively 
new, and it’s incredible to 
see all they are doing. This 
year, in addition to hosting 
political education teach-
ins that deconstruct gender 
stereotypes, ableism, and 
more, they’re part of a coali-
tion of students supporting 
UC workers’ strike against 
intimidation, unsafe staffing, 
and for respect. Solidarity!

William Paterson mobilizes to demand 
passage of NJ Dream Act, and wins!

2013 was an election year in 
New Jersey and YDS at Willy 
P, along with a statewide 
student coalition, used the 
opportunity well to demand 
that Governor Chris Christie 
sign the New Jersey Dream 
Act to allow undocumented 
students to qualify for in-
state tuition. After countless 
actions, including the one 
pictured at left, they won!

Vassar launches an ambitious year with 
tabling and recruitment

There’s no better way to 
build a chapter than to table. 
Vassar YDS was out in force 
at the start of school talking 
activism and socialism. They 
are pictured here with allies 
from the Movimiento Estu-
diantil Chicano de Aztlan. 
Since then they have been 
working on labor solidarity 
and anti-foreclosure orga-
nizing.

Intro to the basics

What is exploitation?



by Alex Deane

This November I attended the 
American Committee meeting of 
the International Union of Social-
ist Youth in Montevideo, Uruguay. 
IUSY is the youth section of the So-
cialist International and the largest 
youth political organization in the 
world. Their conferences are an 
opportunity to build international 
solidarity and understanding by 
bringing together members of so-
cialist, social democratic, and labor 
parties from around the world. 

The most significant part of 
this conference for me was the 
opportunity I had to meet social-
ist activists from the Americas and 
share our experiences. I talked to 
members from Pais Solidario and 
compared the role of nationalism 
and revisionist history in Para-
guay and the United States. I also 
learned about the promise and 
challenges of 21st century social-

ism and Evo 
M o r a l e s ’ 
g o v e r n -
ment in 
B o l i v i a 
from a 
m e m b e r 
of the Ju-
v e n t u d 
Movimiento 
al Socialismo.

Whenever 
I introduced my-
self to other del-
egates, their reaction 
was surprise and curiosity. 
Again and again I heard, “I didn’t 
know that there were socialists in 
the United States!” I was proud to 
report to them that we are a rela-
tively small group, but a dedicat-
ed one, and that we are fighting 
too.

Overall the conference was 
a fantastic experience. I hope 
that IUSY and YDS will be able to 

keep developing connections and 
continue to send YDS delegates 
to IUSY meetings and conferenc-
es, so that we can build solidarity 
with the international movement 
even from within the belly of the 
beast.

Alex Deane is a cochair of YDS and a 
junior at Vassar College 
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We’re very excited to welcome two new chap-
ters this fall! They’re both in the heart of Red State 
America - but they’re a different kindof red!

University of Alabama Birmingham YDS started 
the year off with lots of tabling (Matt Conklin is pic-
tured tabling on the right), and 
in October they gathered almost 
200 signatures for DSA’s Drop 
Student Debt petition!

In Tennessee, YDS at Se-
wanee: The University of the 
South (left) has been on fire or-
ganizing their campus. Sewanee 
YDS attended the founding con-

vention of the Tennessee Student Union, and they 
are also organizing with Latino student group allies 
on a Know Your Rights campaign for undocument-
ed immigrants.

Welcome to YDS, Sewanee and UAB!

YDS cochair attends international

socialist gathering in Uruguay
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Beyond Capitalism
Activism and Ideas for the Next Left

Young Democratic Socialists
Winter Conference
February 14-16, 2014
New York City

a conference on racial justice, 
feminist politics, LGBTQ rights, 
eco-socialism, the student and 
labor movements, socialist 
strategy, and more

Full program information will be available at ydsusa.org in early January.
For more information contact Neal Meyer, YDS National Organizer,

at yds@dsausa.org or at 212-727-8610.


