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bell hooks is a noted black feminist 
activist and professor. Born in Kentucky 
in 1952, she was educated in racially 
segregated schools. She was one of seven 
children, daughter to a custodian and 
a homemaker.  From a working-class 
background, hooks grew up with a first-
hand understanding of the intersection 
between race, gender, and class. 

hooks’ writing exemplifies what it means 
to use an intersectional analysis. In her 
book, Ain’t I A Woman?: Black Women and 
Feminism, hooks addresses the emergence 
of a hybrid of racism/sexism that still grips 
American culture today. She also discusses 
how sexism works not only in dominant 
white culture but within black culture as 
well. 

In some of her best work, she focuses 
directly on the feminist movement. 
hooks contends that too often feminism 
has been a white women’s movement. 
It is too concerned with the oppression 
white women face and marginalizes 
other experiences. She’s known too for 
her exploration of how patriarchy hurts 
women and men.

hooks also spends quite some time 
discussing the concept of “choice.” Third-
wave feminists are very interested in the 
importance of “choice”—the choice of 
women to define their sexualities and 
bodies, for example. But hooks asserts 
that there is also such a thing as an “anti-
feminist choice” in a capitalist society. 
Women are often forced to make what 
appear to be “choices” in order to earn 
money and get by. Here hooks shows how 
women are oppressed by both capitalism 
and patriarchy.

Liz Wright is a Lindsey Wilson College YDS 
activist & the working-class caucus chair.
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Temple YDS leads fight against 
discrimination and to bring back 
Professor Anthony Monteiro

Temple YDS has been out in 
force this semester at rallies to 
reinstate Professor Monteiro, 
who was dismissed in Janu-
ary. Activists on campus and 
in Philly believe that he was 
let go for political reasons. 
Monteiro has been very criti-
cal of the university’s relation-
ship to its low-income neigh-
bors and is known for being a 
campus activist himself.

Celebrating the radical message of 
Martin Luther King, Jr.

UC Davis YDS and Sac-
ramento DSA marched in 
Sacramento’s Martin Luther 
King Day parade and carried 
banners, including one with 
King’s famous statement that 
“something is wrong with 
capitalism”. Activists in both 
groups are also working on a 
ballot initiative in Davis, Cali-
fornia to raise the minimum 
wage to $15/hour.

New YDS chapters in Beaumont, Texas 
and Sewanee, Tennessee!

Our two newest chapters at 
Sewanee University in Ten-
nessee and Lamar University 
in Texas have had an incred-
ibly successful semester. Both 
chapters sent delegations to 
the winter conference and 
Sewanee hosted YDS Na-
tional Organizer Neal Meyer 
in April. At left, Sewanee YDS 
activists petition against 
student debt.

Intro to the basics

Who is bell hooks?
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Red Blizzard in the Big Apple

2014 Winter Conference Report

by David Roddy

This Presidents’ Day weekend, 
over 100 young activists from across 
the country braved a blizzard and 
bitter cold to converge on New York 
City for the annual YDS winter con-
ference, “Beyond Capitalism: Activ-
ism and Ideas for the Next Left”. 

The kick-off plenary, ”New 
Directions in Feminism,” drew over 
140 conference attendees and New 
York City community members 
to a discussion on the challenges 
and prospects of contemporary 
feminist thought. Writer Mikki 
Kendall was the featured speaker, 
and she emphasized the importance 
of the intersection of race and 
class with gender. Kendall was 
followed by DSA National Political 
Committee members Amber Frost 
and Peg Strobel, who spoke about 
social media and the history of the 
Chicago Women’s Liberation Union 
respectively.

In Saturday morning’s plenary, 
“Democratic Socialism and Social 
Movements,” DSA Honorary Chair 
Frances Fox Piven and NPC mem-
ber and DSA Vice Chair Joseph 
Schwartz introduced attendees to 
the political tradition of democratic 
socialism and the need to develop 
strategies to transform society with-
in capitalism.

The final plenary, “Socialist Self 
Education,” brought socialist intel-
lectuals Emahunn Campbell and 
Nichole Shippen together with Ja-
cobin Magazine founder Bhaskar 
Sunkara and Dissent editor Sarah 

Leonard. This 
new addi-
tion to the 
w i n t e r 
c o n f e r -
ence was 
well re-
ceived by 
conference 
attendees. 
S p e a k e r s 
discussed the 
influence of 
thinkers ranging 
from Karl Marx to 
bell hooks on their intel-
lectual development.

The majority of the conference 
was composed of activist trainings 
and workshops on political educa-
tion. Activist trainings focused on 
the nuts and bolts of organizing, 
while political education workshops 
featured speakers who discussed a 
variety of political, social, and eco-
nomic issues facing activists around 
the world.

One of the many highlights of the 
conference was a rousing rendition 
of “Solidarity Forever” led by Vassar 
YDS member and YDS northeast 
regional organizer Sarah Slichter.

In contrast with previous confer-
ences, the majority of the workshop 
and plenary speakers were either 
current or former YDS members. 
This set an important precedent. 
It’s our hope that by promoting the 
voices and ideas of YDSers and 
young DSAers, the national organi-
zation can play a stronger part in the 
intellectual development of socialist 

activists. Additionally, the presence 
of activists from Germany’s Social 
Democratic Party and Mexico’s Par-
ty of the Democratic Revolution at 
the conference gave attendees an ap-
preciation of the international scale 
of the socialist movement.

This year’s conference was the 
strongest in recent years in terms of 
participation and content, and sets 
a standard for future conferences 
to live up to. More importantly, 
conference participants will go back 
to their chapters with a firmer grasp 
on theory and practice that will shape 
their campaigns against student 
debt, against school privatization, 
and for better conditions for campus 
workers.

David Roddy is on YDS’s Coordinat-
ing Committee and DSA’s National 
Political Committee. He is also the 
editor of our blog, The Activist.
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According to the most re-
cent polls, one in two peo-
ple under 30 have a positive 
view of socialism. If you are 
a socialist, there is a very 
good chance that there are a 
lot of other people on your 
campus or in your commu-
nity who agree with you. 
Take a look at what YDS 
is up to in this issue of the 
Red Letter, and if you like 
what you see, email yds@
dsausa.org to get involved. 
If you’re already a member, 
let a friend know!

Organize with YDS!

The 2013-2014 Coordinating Committee 
of the Young Democratic Socialists
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Socialist Organizing Weekend, August 7-10
The 2014 Young Democratic Socialists summer conference will be at 

the Antiochian Village in Bolivar, Pennsylvania. It starts on Thursday 
night, August 7th and ends on Sunday afternoon, August 10th.

We’re very excited to be joined this year by young activists from DSA, 
many of whom have recently graduated from YDS. Together we’ll de-
velop our skills as activists, our bonds as a national community, and 
discuss socialist strategy and the history of our movements.

All YDSers and young DSAers currently building chapters or partici-
pating in our national work should attend. More info: yds@dsausa.org


