
People’s Alliance PAC 2018 Questionnaire 
for North Carolina Trial Division Judicial Candidates 

 

Please return this completed form along with a resume or biographical statement describing 
your education, work history, community service, and prior political experience                        

as soon as possible, but by  
July 20, 2018 at the latest.  Please note that following this deadline, the Durham People’s 

Alliance PAC may publish your responses to this questionnaire and your resume.   

You may e-mail your responses to Tom Miller at tom-miller@nc.rr.com or mail them to Tom at 
1110 Virginia Avenue, Durham, NC 27705 

Thank you for completing this questionnaire and your willingness to serve                               
the people of North Carolina. 

Candidate’s name:  Clayton J. Jones Jr. 

Judicial office sought: District Court Judge 

Address: PO Box 11035 Durham North Carolina 27703 

E-mail address:  Clayton@claytonjonesforjudge.com 

Phone: (984) 221-8543 

When answering this questionnaire, please repeat the questions in your response document 
with each question numbered and organized as it appears here. Type your responses in 
italics, bold, or a different font to distinguish your responses from the questions. Please do 
not use colors.  Please respond to questions using your own words and cite outside sources 
when applicable.  You may explain your answer to every question, but please be concise. 

About you: 
 
1. Are you conservative or liberal?  Please choose one and then explain your answer. 

I am liberal.  I believe the government has an obligation to ensure all citizens have 
adequate access to resources.  Tax cuts for the wealthy do not grow our economy.  
Investing in the general welfare of children and adults is the best way to stimulate 
our economy.  Liberals promote change. I advocate for equality for all people 
regardless of race, gender, socioeconomic status, or sexuality.   

 
2. Please describe how your religious and/or philosophical beliefs may affect your conduct and 

decision making if you are elected. 
I am Christian.  I believe in tempering justice with mercy.  My religious beliefs will 
not affect my conduct or decision making.  As a judge, I will have an obligation to 
follow the laws of the United States and North Carolina Constitution.   

 
3. Have you ever been convicted of a criminal offense (other than a minor traffic or minor drug 

offense)?  If the answer is yes, please describe the circumstances and the outcome.  
No. 

 

mailto:tom-miller@nc.rr.com


4. Have you personally ever been a party in a civil legal proceeding?  If the answer is yes, please 
explain the circumstances and the outcome of the case. 

No. 
 
5. Describe your current community involvement.  As a judge, do you envision any community 

involvement beyond the specific duties of the office?  If yes, please describe that involvement. 
I am an active member of White Rock Baptist Church. I am involved with the 
transportation ministry and the global missions.  
 
Currently and am 1st Vice Basileus of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Incorporate.  I 
assume all duties assigned by the Basileus and serve as chair of Achievement 
Week.  Achievement Week is designed to recognize those individuals at the local 
and the international levels who have contributed to the community.  We also hold 
a high school essay contest.  With the Fraternity, I work with Urban Ministries 
serving breakfast to the less fortunate and Mobile Missions unpacking and 
preparing food for delivery to the community. 
 
I am the treasurer for the George H White Bar Association. 
 
I am the Legal Redress Chair for the Durham Committee on the Affairs of Black 
People 
 
I am a member of the Race Equity Committee with the People’s Alliance. 
 
I am a member Doric Lodge 28 Prince Hall Association 
 
Zafa Temple 176. AEAOMNS 
 
If elected, I will relinquish my position as Treasurer of the George H. White Bar 
Association.  I will maintain my membership.  Upon filing for judgeship, I resigned 
as the Legal Redress chair for the Durham Committee on Affairs of Black People.  
 
 

About your practice of law: 
 
6. Please describe your practice as a lawyer.  Describe the areas of your practice and your 

specialties.  Describe the diversity of your client base as a part of your answer. 
I have practiced criminal law in Durham County Courts for the past 15 years.  In 
2003, I graduated from North Carolina Central School of Law and successfully 
passed the North Carolina State Bar.  I was hired as an Assistant Public Defender 
for Durham County representing indigent defendants accused of misdemeanor and 
felony offenses.  My first assignment was to represent indigent defendants at their 
first appearance to advocate for an appropriate bond.  Initially my caseload 
consisted of disposing of misdemeanors and low level felonies in district court 
along with representing respondents in show cause actions for failure to pay child 
support.  I represented juveniles in youth drug treatment court to advocate 
treatment over training school.  After learning how to manage a misdemeanor 
caseload with numerous bench and jury trials, my caseload progressed to higher 
level felonies to include drugs, robberies and homicides.  I served as an assistant 
public defender for 12 ½ years.   
In April 2016, I was offered the opportunity to work in the Durham County District 
Attorneys’ Office to prosecute violent crimes.  Over the past two years, I have 
managed a caseload of over 200 defendants’ charged with robberies and 
homicides.  Along with prosecuting violent crimes, I have been serving as the 
Assistant District Court Supervisor managing a daily docket of 150-200 
misdemeanors and low level felonies. 



 
7. Please describe a case you have handled as an attorney or judge that best illustrates the abilities 

and temperament you would (or do) display as a judge.  Please describe a case you handled 
where you did not exemplify, perhaps, the model temperament of a judicial figure. 

As an assistant district attorney, I was assigned a defendant accused of trafficking 
in opium and/or heroin. She was a passenger in the vehicle stopped for speeding 
and for having expired registration.  As the officer approached the vehicle, he 
smelled the odor of marijuana and observed burnt marijuana in the ash tray of the 
vehicle.  During a subsequent consent search of the vehicle, the officer found 5 
Percocet pills.  The passenger admitted the pills were hers and admitted she did 
not have a prescription.  She was arrested and given a secured bond. She did not 
have a criminal record.  I learned she developed an opioid addiction after having a 
legal prescription.  Working with drug treatment court staff, the district court 
clerks, and the public defenders’ office, I was able to offer her a conditional 
discharge to enroll her into drug treatment court.  She has been successful in drug 
treatment court and will complete the program with a clean record and addiction 
free.   
 
During my first year as a public defender, I went to the jail to complete my initial 
interview with my client. When I went into the pod to speak to my client, he called 
me an Uncle Tom Public Pretender.  I allowed my emotions to get the best of me 
and we engaged in a meaningless argument about my qualifications, how he 
needed to get out of jail, and how he needed to change his mindset if he wanted 
help.  As I matured as a lawyer, I learned there are many misconceptions about 
public defenders.  In order to provide effective representation, you must build trust 
with your client in spite of any preconceived ideas. 

 
8. Have you ever been publicly or privately disciplined by the North Carolina State Bar or any other 

professional or occupational licensing authority in North Carolina or any other state?  “Disciplined” 
should be read to include reprimands, censures, and warnings in addition to license suspension, 
surrender, revocation, and disbarment.   Is the State Bar or any governmental authority 
considering a complaint against you at the present time?  Have you ever been found in contempt 
of court?  For each “yes” answer, please tell us what happened and describe the outcome of the 
matter. 

No. 

 
9. Please describe the nature and extent of any pro bono work you have done.  Is there a pro bono 

matter to which you have contributed that best illustrates your values? 
I worked with the Durham County traffic amnesty court to help Durham residents 
with a suspended or revoked license for more than 18 months to have the District 
Court review old driving charges for possible dismissal.  I am also Vice Chair to 
the Durham County Bar Association Grievance Committee.  We review the veracity 
of grievances filed against Durham County attorneys to determine if any further 
action is recommended by the North Carolina State Bar. 

 
Concerning law and policy: 
 
10. What is your position on the death penalty? 

I oppose the death penalty.  Growing up in South Carolina, I have witnessed the 
death penalty being sought for African American men more than any other group.  
Imposing the death penalty is not a deterrent to crime. 

 
11. What, if anything, should be done to improve access to the courts for people with limited financial 

means? 



The courts should remit excessive fees that hamper indigent defendants. Also, the 
court should form partnerships with pro bono civil and criminal clinics at 
surrounding law schools to promote seminars on expungements, filing 
uncontested divorces, understanding, and avoiding evictions. The courts should 
promote amnesty programs to help Durham citizens regain their driving privileges 
lost for outstanding fines for traffic violations excluding impaired driving offenses 
and amnesty programs for failure to pay child support.   

 
12. North Carolina incarcerates an extraordinary number of people, including persons convicted of 

non-violent crimes. Those who are incarcerated are disproportionately people of color.  What 
would you (do you) do in your role as judge to address the issues of mass incarceration and 
racial bias in the administration of justice? 

Most cases are disposed of by a plea offer extended by the district attorneys’ 
office.  I will examine every person as an individual and examine the facts and 
background to determine if the sentences are consistent with similar cases to 
avoid disparity based on racial biases or financial hardships. 

 
13. Would you (do you) assess or strike Failure-to-Appear fees in cases involving traffic offenses?  

Would you have a bright line rule? 
Striking failure to appear fees excluding impaired driving offenses and accident 
related cases should be liberally given.  There should not be a bright line rule.  It is 
unlikely two individuals before the Court will have the exact same life 
circumstances and responsibilities. 

 
14. What guidelines would you (do you) use to determine whether pre-trial confinement is appropriate 

for a defendant? 
The following factors should be used to determine pretrial confinement: 

1. The nature of and circumstances of the offense charged; 
2. The weight of the evidence against the defendant; 
3. The defendant’s family ties, employment, financial resources, character 

and mental condition; 
4. whether the defendant is so intoxicated that he or she would be 

endangered if released without supervision; 
5. the length of the defendant’s residence in the community; 
6. the defendant’s record of convictions; 
7. the defendant history of flight or failure to appear; and 
8. any other evidence related to pretrial release 

 
 
15. What is your position on bail?  What, if any, changes need to be made to the current bond 

schedule? 
Our current bail system needs to be completely overhauled. No one’s liberties 
should be restricted due to their inability to pay money. The presumptive should 
be an unsecured bond for all nonviolent misdemeanors and felonies offenses. The 
court should consider the factors listed in question #14 to determine if a secured 
bond is appropriate.  If a finding is made that a secured bond is appropriate, the 
bond amount should not be cumulative if the action crime arose from the same 
event. 

   
 
16. What can be done to improve language access for defendants, victims, and witnesses during 

court proceedings? 
Durham County has to provide more funding for certified court interpreters. 
Remote access should supplement, but should not be the primary means of 
translating.  Information detailing the court proceedings should be provided to 
defendants by the magistrate and to victims and witnesses by law enforcement.  



Additional information should be supplemented by the district attorneys’ offices 
and the public defenders’ offices. 

 
17. What changes, if any, would you make to the local rules of court and why? 

The local rules of court are set by the Chief District Court Judge.  As an elected 
judge, I would be bound to follow the rules as ordered.  I would meet with the Chief 
District Court Judge to ensure our rules ensure all citizens are treated with dignity 
and respect, compassion for our victims and defendants, and equality for all to 
preside over an efficient courtroom. 

18. Should judges be appointed or elected in North Carolina?  If you believe judges should be 
appointed, who should appoint them?  If you believe judges should be elected, what system 
should be employed to elect them?  Should judicial elections be partisan? 

I believe judges should be elected in partisan elections.  For far too long judges 
moral and ideological views have been hidden from the general public. 

 
19. Should race bias training be mandatory for persons involved in the justice system?  What should 

this training consist of and for whom should it be required?  Have you any special training in 
issues related to racial disparities and equities? 

Race equity training should be mandatory for all persons involved in the justice 
system.  All courthouse personnel should be required to take the training.  I took a 
two day training in the spring of 2017.  The course consisted of the following four 
initial areas: 

1. Policing in communities of color: our intention is to work toward a PA 
policy position on this issue, engaging with community partners and 
holding a series of working groups to develop a position. 

2. Policies regarding pre-trial release/cash bail: we plan to do research in this 
area, again, engaging with community partners, looking at best practices, 
so that we can make some recommendations for changes in policy.  

3. The Sheriff’s Dept/Jail: We decided that it would be important to 
understand more about the priorities and budget of the Durham County 
Sheriff’s Department.  

4. Reducing collateral consequences of criminal convictions: what can we do 
to support Durham City and County policies that end the punishment and 
help folks who are out of jail successfully reintegrate in to the community. 

 
20. How have (or will) you address legislation that requires notice to be given to all impacted 

governmental agencies before a judge waives costs and fines for a criminal defendant? Under 
what circumstances should a court waive costs and fines? 

First the courts must determine if constitutionally the fees shall be imposed.  A 
hearing shall be conducted as the law requires for imposing restitution.  The judge 
shall conduct a hearing to determine the resources of the defendant including all 
real and personal property owned by the defendant and the income derived from 
the property, the defendant’s ability to earn, obligations and ability to pay.  If I 
made a determination that the defendant does not have the ability to pay, I would 
waive the cost.  If I am satisfied that the individual has the ability to pay, I would 
impose the fine and/or costs. 
 

21. Should data of prosecutors’ individual and office-wide juror challenges be collected and published 
as a method of identifying and neutralizing bias during the peremptory challenge process? 

No. 
 

22. What are the risks and benefits of pre-trial diversion in criminal cases? For what offenses and for 
which offenders is diversion appropriate?  Are their program models you favor? 



I am in favor of pretrial diversion programs to help maintain a person’s clean 
criminal record.  The risks are that the Defendant pleads guilty or admits 
responsibility even if he or she may not be factually guilty.    The admission can be 
used against the Defendant if he or she fails to complete the program.  Often cost 
are imposed on the defendant to satisfy the terms and conditions of the 
diversionary program. Diversionary programs should be used for any nonviolent 
misdemeanors and certain low level felonies like obtaining property by false 
pretenses, larceny by removing anti-theft device, and low level drug offenses. I 
favor the pre-booking diversion program.   

 
23. Yes or No Questions – please indicate your answer the following questions by underlining “YES” 

or “NO.”  If you wish to explain or elaborate your answer to any question, please use no more 
than 100 words to do so. 

 
a. Do you support legislation designed to protect gay, lesbian, and transgender people from  
  discrimination in housing, employment, public accommodation, and access to   
  government processes, benefits, and services?  YES    NO 
 
b. Do you support legislation which excuses magistrates, judges, and other government  
  officials from performing their duties because of their religious beliefs?  YES     NO 
 
c. Do you support the continuation and expansion of local funding that addresses substance 
  abuse and mental health treatment, including a Drug Treatment Court and Mental Health  
  Court?   YES     NO 

 
e. Do you support the expanded use of restorative justice practices in shaping outcomes in 

criminal cases?  YES     NO 
    
f. In questions of pre-trial release, do you support the use of a screening instrument,  
  calibrated to prevent discrimination, to determine substantial risk of flight and danger to  
  the community, as recommended by the Pretrial Justice Institute?  YES     NO 
 

Your politics 
 
24. How are you registered to vote?  Have you ever changed your registration?  If you have changed 

your voter registration, please explain why. 
Democrat 
No. 

 
25. Who did you vote for in the 2012 and 2016 presidential and gubernatorial elections?  Who did you 

vote for in the 2014 U. S. Senate election? 
2012 – Obama  2016 – Clinton 
2012  Walter Dalton 2016 – Roy Cooper 
2014 – Kay Hagan 

 
26. How will you vote if the November ballot contains constitutional amendment referenda in favor of 

“Marsy’s Law” and the filling of judicial vacancies? 
As written, I oppose Marsy’s Law.  Although, I firmly believe victims have a right to be 
involved and heard in their cases, I do not favor an automatic right to receive full and 
timely restitution without conducting a hearing on the defendant’s ability to pay the 
restitution.  We have to address the lack of resources for mental health treatment and 
substance abuse treatment. 

 
I oppose any amendment filling judicial vacancies.  The local bar shall continue to 
make a recommendation to the governor.  The appointment power should stay with the 
governor.   



 
Judges and judicial candidates in North Carolina are allowed substantial freedom of political speech.  PA 
PAC believes that every question in this questionnaire may be answered fully within the scope of the 
applicable rules.  For more information on the scope of permitted political speech for judicial candidates, 
we refer you to the December 17, 2015 memorandum of the Judicial Standards Commission on Permitted 
Political Conduct.  You may find it at:  
 
https://www.sog.unc.edu/sites/www.sog.unc.edu/files/course_materials/04%20Political%20Conduct%20 
Guidance%20for%20Judges%202016.pdf 
 
Again, thank you.  Please do not forget to provide us with your resume or biographical statement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clayton Jones  

For District Court Judge 

https://www.sog.unc.edu/sites/www.sog.unc.edu/files/course_materials/04%20Political%20Conduct


PO Box 11035 

Durham, North Carolina 27703 

984-221-8543 

Claytonjonesforjudge.com  

 

EXPERIENCE 

 

September 2003 – April 2016:  Assistant Public Defender 

Durham County Public Defenders’ Office, Durham, North Carolina 

My duties included representing indigent defendants charged with felony and misdemeanor offenses in 

Durham County Superior and District Courts.  I managed a caseload of more than 100 cases that 

included defendants charged with murder, robberies, and other violent offenses. I represented 

defendants at every critical stage from the accused first appearance to disposition at trial.  This included 

regularly interviewing clients and witnesses, conducting legal research, negotiating pleas and filing 

written motions in preparation for criminal trials.   

April 2016 – Present:  Assistant District Attorney 

Durham County District Attorneys’ Office, Durham, North Carolina 

I manage and prosecute a caseload of more than 150 violent crimes of defendants charged with murder, 

robberies, and drug related offenses.  I also serve as the assistant district court supervisor managing a 

docket of 200 plus misdemeanors and low level felonies on a daily basis.   

EDUCATION 

University of South Carolina, Columbia, South Carolina 

Bachelor of Science, Criminal Justice 

Minor in Business Administration 

Graduated: Magna Cum Laude May 2000 

 

North Carolina Central University School of Law, Durham, North Carolina 

Juris Doctorate in Law 

Graduated:  May 2003 

 

 

VOLUNTEER WORK 



• Truancy Court Judge at Sheppard Middle School and W.G. Pearson Middle School 

• Urban Ministries 410 Liberty Street, Durham NC  27701 

• Mobile Market – Beta Phi Chapter - Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. 

• Transportation Ministry, White Rock Baptist Church 
 

ADDTITIONAL HONORS AND ACTIVITIES 

Member of Phi Beta Kappa 

Member of 14th Judicial District Bar 

Member of the Grievance Committee for the 14th Judicial District Bar 

Member of the Nomination Committee for the 14th Judicial Bar 

Member of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Incorporated 

Completed the National Criminal Defense College, Mercer University, Macon Georgia 

Completed Felony Trial School; UNC School of Government Chapel Hill, NC 

Completed Race Equity Training 

Doric 28 Prince Hall Masonry 

Zafa Temple 176 AEAONMS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



I was born in North Charleston, South Carolina.  I was raised by a single mother with limited 

financial resources, but we could always rely on our grandparents and uncles to fulfill our needs.  

Growing up in a conservative state, my mother instilled in me that if I focused on my academics and 

developed a strong work ethic, my dreams would come true. I attended public schools and enrolled into 

the University of South Carolina.   I majored in Criminal Justice and minored in Business Administration.  

I graduated magna cum laude in 2000.  In August 2000, I moved to Durham North Carolina to attend 

North Carolina Central University School of Law.       

Durham, North Carolina was a hidden land of opportunity for me.  We had an African American 

chief of police, chief district court judge, senior resident of superior court, and chief public defender.  I 

learned Durham, North Carolina has a rich history successful African Americans.  In July 2003, I 

successfully passed the North Carolina Bar Exam and was hired as an Assistant Public Defender in 

September 2003.   As an Assistant Public Defender, I represented indigent defendants accused of crimes 

by advocating to ensure their constitutional rights were protected. I started my career handling 

misdemeanors and low level felonies in district court along with representing respondents in show 

cause actions for failure to pay child support. I represented juveniles in youth drug treatment court to 

advocate treatment over training school.  After learning how to manage a misdemeanor caseload with 

numerous bench and jury trials, my caseload progressed to include robberies, drugs, and homicide 

cases. I served the citizens of Durham as an Assistant Public Defender for 12 ½ years.   

In April 2016, I was offered an opportunity to work with the Durham County District Attorneys’ 

Office to prosecute violent crimes.  Over the past two years I have managed a caseload of over 200 

defendants charged with robberies and homicides.  Along with prosecuting violent crimes, I have been 

serving as the Assistant District Court Supervisor managing a daily docket of 150 – 200 misdemeanors 



and low level felonies.  I have had the privilege of serving the citizens of Durham, North Carolina for the 

past 15 years practicing criminal law.     

My background, experience, and temperament will enable me to be an effective judge for 

Durham County.  Durham deserves a judge who will show compassion for victims and defendants, who 

will equally and fairly administer justice to those accused of any crimes and those seeking civil relief, and 

who will treat all citizens with dignity and respect.  It will be my honor to serve as your next district court 

judge. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 




