
 

People’s Alliance PAC 2018 Questionnaire for North Carolina 
Trial Division Judicial Candidates  
 
Please return this completed form along with a resume or biographical statement describing your 
education, work history, community service, and prior political experience as soon as possible, 
but by July 20, 2018 at the latest. Please note that following this deadline, the Durham People’s 
Alliance PAC may publish your responses to this questionnaire and your resume.  
You may e-mail your responses to Tom Miller at tom-miller@nc.rr.com or mail them to Tom at 
1110 Virginia Avenue, Durham, NC 27705  
Thank you for completing this questionnaire and your willingness to serve the people of North 
Carolina.  
 
 
Candidate’s name: ____Doretta L. Walker____________________________________________  
Judicial office sought: __District Court Judge 14th Judicial District__________________________  
Address: _________7 Cedar Bluff Ct, Durham, NC 27704________________________________  
E-mail address: ____dorettawalker@hotmail.com______________________________________  
Phone: _______919-695-2073_____________________________________________________  

When answering this questionnaire, please repeat the questions in your response document with each 

question numbered and organized as it appears here. Type your responses in italics, bold, or a different 

font to distinguish your responses from the questions. Please do not use colors. Please respond to 

questions using your own words and cite outside sources when applicable. You may explain your answer 

to every question, but please be concise. 

1. Are you conservative or liberal?   
 
Canon 3 of the North Carolina Code of Judicial Conduct requires that judges not appear to be willing 
to rule in such a way. As judges we are not to do or say anything that may diminish the public’s 
confidence in our integrity and fairness. Answering questions such as this one might cause any ruling 
I make to be looked upon as being unfair or favoring one party over another. Also, we cannot convey 
to any group that they may be in a position to influence our decisions in any way. Moreover, we are to 
abstain from public comment about the merits of a pending proceeding in any court dealing with a 
case or controversy arising in North Carolina or addressing North Carolina law. 
 
2. Please describe how your religious and/or philosophical beliefs may affect your conduct 

and decision making if you are elected. 
 

As a judge, I am charged with applying the law to the set of facts before me without regard to my 
personal beliefs or religious preferences. To do otherwise would certainly violate the canons of ethics. 
While I am entitled to express my personal beliefs and practice my religion according to the dictates 
of my faith and conscience in any private setting, I do not see the judiciary as a place to exercise my 
personal faith or opinions when it comes to carrying out my responsibilities as a jurist. 
 
 
3. Have you ever been convicted of a criminal offense (other than a minor traffic or minor 

drug offense)?  If the answer is yes, please describe the circumstances and the outcome.   
 
No. 

 
4. Have you personally ever been a party in a civil legal proceeding?  If the answer is yes, 

please explain the circumstances and the outcome of the case.  



 
No.   

 
5. Describe your current community involvement.  As a judge, do you envision any 

community involvement beyond the specific duties of the office?  If yes, please describe 
that involvement.  
 

I have an extensive history of community involvement that dates back to my grade school years 

and I plan to always give back to the Durham community. My current community involvement 

includes one of my greatest passions, mentoring youth. I had been a mentor with Partners For 

Youth, now Partners For Youth Opportunities (PYO) for over 20 years, since the program’s 

inception. Even though I am not currently mentoring anyone in the program, I still support the 

program and I will participate in a Youth ConnectEd Conference sponsored by the organization to 

help students learn about different careers. I also continue to mentor former students from the 

program and their children.  

 

In addition to my involvement with PYO, I continue to mentor youth and young adults in my 

community by always being there for whatever guidance they may need, whether it is social, 

educational, or career guidance. I have served on many boards involving youth such as Triangle 

Champions Track Club and Durham Raiders. I participate with several other organizations to 

encourage scholarship and support at-risk youth.  

 

My community involvement in the educational arena includes serving as an instructor at Durham 

Technical Community College from 2002 through 2016, teaching Criminal Law, Ethics, and Court 

Procedure and Evidence in the Criminal Justice Program. I am currently on the District Court 

Education Committee of the North Carolina Association of District Court Judges. 

I also have interns (college and law students) throughout the year and during the summer at the 

Durham County Courthouse. Additionally, I allow elementary, high school, college, and graduate 

students to shadow me as I go about my daily duties so that they gain a better understanding of 

the judicial system.  

 

Lastly, my involvement on various boards and service to several other organizations 

demonstrates my commitment to all members of the Durham community. I served as an advisor 

with SALT (Seniors And Law Enforcement Together), served as a board member with the George 

H. White Bar Association, the !4TH Judicial District Bar & Durham County Bar Association, and 

served with the Godmothers and Women of Vision. I am a member of the National Sorority of Phi 

Delta Kappa, Inc., a teaching sorority, and I have served as an officer and chaired many 

programs which promote our purpose of Y.E.S. (Youth, Education, Service). I also assist with 

projects in our community with other civic groups, schools and churches, including Love and 

Respect, NCNW – Durham Section, PYO, and Women of Vision, to name a few.  

 

I believe public servants have a duty to give back to the community and serve as role models to 

youth and leaders for adults. That is part and parcel of being an effective judge and letting the 

community know that you care about their needs and understand the struggles that they face on 

a daily basis. I plan to continue speaking to civic, educational, and religious groups to educate the 

community about our court system, mentor youth, and perform various outreach efforts as a 

means of reaching our community. We all are responsible for decreasing crime and making our 

community a safe place to live. We owe those we serve our very best efforts in seeing that 

everyone has an opportunity to achieve and succeed in the Durham community. 



About your practice of law: 
 
6. Please describe your practice as a lawyer.  Describe the areas of your practice and your 

specialties.  Describe the diversity of your client base as a part of your answer. 
 
I have been a judge for almost eight years.  Prior to becoming a judge, I was an assistant district 
attorney in Durham for thirteen and a half years.  I was the supervisor for property and fraud 
cases in Durham County.  I handled the majority of the white collar crimes to include complex 
fraud cases and identity theft.  I also handled anything from simple assaults/ misdemeanor 
larcenies to armed robberies and violent assaults.  I also handled cases involving elder abuse, 
counterfeit trademarks and goods and cases involving other state agencies.  I saw people from all 
walks of life and the diversity of those I served was as diverse as Durham continues to be.  I was 
also a judicial law clerk at the North Carolina Court of Appeals from 1994 through 1997 clerking 
for Judges James A. Wynn, Clifton E. Johnson, and Patricia Timmons-Goodson.  Additionally, I 
did contract work for Carolina Legal Assistance working on the Thomas S. class action cases. 

 
 

7. Please describe a case you have handled as an attorney or judge that best illustrates the 
abilities and temperament you would (or do) display as a judge.  Please describe a case 
you handled where you did not exemplify, perhaps, the model temperament of a judicial 
figure. 

 
 

Canon 3 of the North Carolina Code of Judicial Conduct prohibits me from commenting on 
pending proceedings and specific cases and controversies that have come before the court. I 
worked in family court and almost all of the cases are subject to being opened for modifications. I 
deal with cases involving abused, neglected and dependent children, child custody, child support, 
domestic violence, criminal and civil matters, traffic matters and jail first appearances among 
other things. In general, these cases involve intense and traumatizing events that occur in a 
family’s household. The dissolution of a family and the resulting consequences to children who 
through no fault of their own see their world as they know it disintegrate is also a reason why I 
would never comment on such matters outside the court.   As a judge I see families at their worse 
and the heartbreaking situations that they find themselves dealing with due to domestic violence, 
drug abuse, and mental health issues.   
 
In each of the trials that come before me I am called upon to listen and decide from the facts 
what’s in the best interest of the child. This as you may imagine takes patience, as families are 
hurting, sometimes angry, and even fearful of the outcome and how it may impact their life and 
the lives of their children. My responsibility is to discern the truth and the credibility of witnesses 
and the evidence presented in any given situation. This requires patience and a willingness to 
listen to each side present their case even if they have difficulty expressing their thoughts and 
feelings. It also means being understanding even if the witnesses’ statements and evidence are 
contrary to what is considered traditional and acceptable. Judges have broad discretion in 
determining the weight to be given to the evidence presented and are required to use this 
discretion wisely. Therefore, I have to be attentive and discerning while remaining open to 
whatever issue may arise. I believe that this is what I do best. As a District Court Judge, I am 
tasked with making fair and impartial decisions while applying the relevant law based upon the 
facts presented in the case. I do so without regard to outside influences and pressures such as 
financial contributions, political leanings and support, socio-economic status, race, religion, 
sexual orientation, disability, or the national origin of the persons that appear before the court. 

 
 
 

8. Have you ever been publicly or privately disciplined by the North Carolina State Bar or any 
other professional or occupational licensing authority in North Carolina or any other 
state?  “Disciplined” should be read to include reprimands, censures, and warnings in 



addition to license suspension, surrender, revocation, and disbarment.   Is the State Bar or 
any governmental authority considering a complaint against you at the present time?  
Have you ever been found in contempt of court?  For each “yes” answer, please tell us 
what happened and describe the outcome of the matter.  No as to each question. 

 
9. Please describe the nature and extent of any pro bono work you have done.  Is there a pro 

bono matter to which you have contributed that best illustrates your values?  As I have 
been a judge and prosecutor for the majority of my career, I did not have an opportunity to do pro 
bono work in the sense of the word; however, I do a lot of volunteer work and have worked with 
numerous organizations, churches and schools on different programs during my career. 
 

 
Concerning law and policy: 
 
10. What is your position on the death penalty? 

 
The North Carolina Code of Judicial Conduct prohibits judges from commenting on cases 

and controversies addressing North Carolina law and from commenting on cases that are 

pending. This involves issues that are making its way through our courts in North Carolina. 

Additionally, this is not a matter of which District Court Judges are called upon to decide.  

 
11. What, if anything, should be done to improve access to the courts for people with limited 

financial means? 
 
Improving access to the courts for people with limited financial means is a very important and 
relevant issue that needs to be addressed by those at all levels of government and private 
entities.  I have worked in all of the courts in our legal system and one of the great tragedies is 
the lack of access to legal representation for cases involving civil and family matters.  We need to 
increase funding to programs such as legal aid that assist victims of domestic violence and the 
upcoming raise the age of juveniles.  The programs that are used now such as the pre-trial 
release program, eviction clinics, expunction clinics, drug treatment courts, misdemeanor 
diversion programs, family law clinics, veterans clinics, Teen Court, mental health courts, mental 
health resources, innovative sentencing conditions and court date reminder programs need to be 
expanded.  We also need to provide daycare for parents that have to appear in court as 
witnesses or as defendants so that they will not be late to court or have to bring minor children 
into the courtrooms.  Additionally, we need attorneys to take on pro bono cases to assist those 
who may not be able to access our courts and succeed in their endeavors due to not having the 
resources to retain good legal representation. 
 
 

12. North Carolina incarcerates an extraordinary number of people, including persons 
convicted of non-violent crimes. Those who are incarcerated are disproportionately people 
of color.  What would you (do you) do in your role as judge to address the issues of mass 
incarceration and racial bias in the administration of justice? 
 
I would continue to do as I have been doing which is to give people opportunities such as 
programs that we already have in place such as deferred prosecutions, conditional discharges, 
community service, pretrial release programs, and rehabilitation to prevent people of color being 
incarcerated disproportionately to others.  As to racial bias, I am very sensitive to issues involving 
racial bias and how it affects those who I see in my courtrooms every day.  I will continue to be 
fair and impartial and question any injustices that I see as to how the people that appear before 
me came to being involved in the judicial system.  I also believe that all of the different groups of 
people involved in the legal system both civil and criminal (law enforcement, clerks, probation 



officers, public defenders and staff, assistant district attorneys and staff, and private attorneys 
who work as court appointed attorneys to name a few) should have racial bias training to include 
sessions on implicit biases.  When I do speaking engagements I always try to bring these issues 
to the forefront to educate the public about these issues and how our community may assist in 
preventive measures. 
 
 

13. Would you (do you) assess or strike Failure-to-Appear fees in cases involving traffic 
offenses?  Would you have a bright line rule? 
 
Yes, I strike failure to appear fees in case involving traffic offenses when it is appropriate.  It is 
always helpful to ensure that barriers to driving legally are reduced.  I do not have a bright line 
rule because every case is different and people have different reasons for failing to appear some 
of the reasons are credible and others not as persuasive.   
 

14. What guidelines would you (do you) use to determine whether pre-trial confinement is 
appropriate for a defendant? 
 
Guidelines I use to determine whether pre-trial confinement is appropriate for a defendant include 
the following:  nature and severity of the offense charged, ability to pay, mental and physical 
health of the defendant, ties to the community and community support, past history of appearing 
in court, and safety of the victim and community. 

 
15. What is your position on bail?  What, if any, changes need to be made to the current bond 

schedule? 
 

Bail is property or money given to assure that a person released from custody will return at their 
prescribed court hearing date. I believe that bail or bond is needed on serious offenses and 
offenses/cases for which a person has already shown that they will not come to court.  Changes 
that need to be made to the current bond schedule are that some could be lowered.  However, 
the current bond schedule is the recommended amount which takes into consideration the 
following:  nature and severity of the offense charged, ability to pay, mental and physical health of 
the defendant, ties to the community and community support, past history of appearing in court, 
and safety of the victim and community.  Judges still have discretion in setting the bonds and I 
use my discretion to determine an appropriate bond taking into consideration the recommended 
bonds, the defendant’s ability to pay, the type of offense charged, and whether the defendant has 
a community support system that will assist him or her in returning to court, the safety of the 
victim, defendant and our community.  We have a pretrial release program that is perhaps one of 
the best in the country which provides information regarding the defendant and risks of whether 
they will appear in court or not and whether they are a risk to the safety of victim and community. 
 
 

16. What can be done to improve language access for defendants, victims, and witnesses 
during court proceedings? 
 
We need more interpreters to be available for court proceedings.  Right now in Durham County 
we have one interpreter for all of the court rooms in both District Court and Superior Court.  We 
need more resources and we need interpreters that are available in different languages.   

 
17. What changes, if any, would you make to the local rules of court and why? 

 
I believe that the local rules need to be updated frequently to follow changes in the law and 
procedures that occur.  Additionally, the public should be given an opportunity to be heard and to 
make suggestions as there is an increasing amount of pro se or unrepresented litigants in the 
legal system. 

 



18. Should judges be appointed or elected in North Carolina?  If you believe judges should be 
appointed, who should appoint them?  If you believe judges should be elected, what 
system should be employed to elect them?  Should judicial elections be partisan? 

 
Judges should be elected.  The system that we have now though not perfect, is a system that 
leaves it to the citizens as to who our judges should be.  Judicial elections should be nonpartisan.  
Judges are to be fair and impartial. 

 
19. Should race bias training be mandatory for persons involved in the justice system?  What 

should this training consist of and for whom should it be required?  Have you any special 
training in issues related to racial disparities and equities? 

 
Race bias training should be mandatory for all persons involved in the justice system.  The 
training should be taught by trained professionals who are able to impart the information in a way 
that it is able to be received by all who are in the training whether they believe they have a bias or 
not.  It should include examples, studies and real life experiences that involve class participation 
by everyone who is taking the training.  I have had special training in issues related to racial 
disparities and equities. One was a two day class with a day of follow up that was one of the most 
enlightening experiences that I a person of color had ever encountered.  I consider myself well-
read and knowledgeable about history and effects on today but I learned a lot about history and 
its effect on today and inequities that we have today.  I also had a session during a judge’s 
conference and during a luncheon at a conference of educators. 

 
20. How have (or will) you address legislation that requires notice to be given to all impacted 

governmental agencies before a judge waives costs and fines for a criminal defendant? 
Under what circumstances should a court waive costs and fines? 

 
As judicial officials we have to follow laws.  Durham County judicial officials have been complying 
with the notice requirement and checking to make sure that those who wish to be heard are given 
an opportunity.  Courts should waive costs and fines when it has been determined after a hearing 
or other evidence presented that a defendant does not have the ability to pay the costs or fines.  
Those who are unable to pay after such a determination or to do so would create substantial 
hardship are able to have their costs waived.  People are also given an opportunity to do 
community service in lieu of costs and fines if it would create a financial hardship. 

 
21. Should data of prosecutors’ individual and office-wide juror challenges be collected and 

published as a method of identifying and neutralizing bias during the peremptory 
challenge process? 

 
Our system is set up in such a way that those that are choosing jurists are given an unlimited 
number of challenges for cause and a nominal amount of peremptory challenges.  When one is 
determining methods of collecting and publishing information, it must always be asked how this 
information collection will be paid for, the manner in which it is to be collected and who is 
collecting and how.  It must also be asked what other programs will not be funded to fund new 
methods.  If you watch enough trials and people trying cases it becomes readily apparent the 
majority of the reasons or biases that are at play during the peremptory challenge process. 
 

22. What are the risks and benefits of pre-trial diversion in criminal cases? For what offenses 
and for which offenders is diversion appropriate?  Are there program models you favor? 

 
There are many benefits of pre-trial diversion in criminal cases.  The most important benefit is 
that a possible conviction and its collateral consequences are avoided for the most part.  
Offenses for which diversion are appropriate are low level felonies and non-violent 
misdemeanors.  So long as you do not have prior criminal records and there are not statutory 
prohibitions, all first time offenders regardless of age should be given the same opportunity to 
have a second chance.  Some of the program models that exist now are 90-96, deferred 



prosecutions, conditional discharges, Teen Court, the misdemeanor diversion court, mental 
health court and unofficial diversionary opportunities to do community service or a drug program 
are in place now and work to make sure that offenders are not subject to criminal convictions and 
its collateral consequences. 
 

23. Yes or No Questions – please indicate your answer the following questions by underlining 
“YES” or “NO.”  If you wish to explain or elaborate your answer to any question, please 
use no more than 100 words to do so. 

 
Canon 3 of the North Carolina Code of Judicial Conduct requires that judges not appear to be 
willing to rule in such a way. As judges we are not to do or say anything that may diminish the 
public’s confidence in our integrity and fairness. Answering questions such as some of these might 
cause any ruling I make to be looked upon as being unfair or favoring one party over another. 
Also, we cannot convey to any group that they may be in a position to influence our decisions in 
any way. Moreover, we are to abstain from public comment about the merits of a pending 
proceeding in any court dealing with a case or controversy arising in North Carolina or addressing 
North Carolina law. 
 
a. Do you support legislation designed to protect gay, lesbian, and transgender 
people from discrimination in housing, employment, public accommodation, and access to   
government processes, benefits, and services?  YES    NO 
 
  I believe that everyone is entitled to equal protection of the laws and that no one should 
be discriminated against based on their race, ethnicity, gender, national origin, age, religion, sex, 
sexual orientation, gender expression, weight, physical or mental ability, nor socio-economic 
status. 
 
b. Do you support legislation which excuses magistrates, judges, and other 
government officials from performing their duties because of their religious beliefs?   
YES     NO 
 

  Canon 3 requires judges to abstain from public comment about the merits of a pending 
proceeding in any court dealing with a case or controversy arising in North Carolina or addressing 
North Carolina law. 
  
c. Do you support the continuation and expansion of local funding that addresses 
substance abuse and mental health treatment, including a Drug Treatment Court and 
Mental Health Court?   YES     NO 

 
e. Do you support the expanded use of restorative justice practices in shaping 

outcomes in criminal cases?  YES     NO 
    
f. In questions of pre-trial release, do you support the use of a screening instrument,  

 calibrated to prevent discrimination, to determine substantial risk of flight and 
danger to the community, as recommended by the Pretrial Justice Institute?   
YES     NO 
 
I support pre-trial screening and services which seek to determine risk of flight and 
danger to victim and community.  Discrimination against anyone should not be tolerated.  
We need additional resources for our pre-trial services so that everyone is screened. 

 
Your politics 
 
24. How are you registered to vote?  Have you ever changed your registration?  If you have 

changed your voter registration, please explain why. 



 
I am a Democrat.  I have been registered to vote since I turned eighteen years old and have 
maintained my status as such continuously. 

 
25. Who did you vote for in the 2012 and 2016 presidential and gubernatorial elections?  Who 

did you vote for in the 2014 U. S. Senate election?   I supported the Democratic Party ticket. 
 

26. How will you vote if the November ballot contains constitutional amendment referenda in 
favor of “Marsy’s Law” and the filling of judicial vacancies? 
 

I believe votes are personal to the individual.  Laws that have not been fully vetted and the public 

given a full and comprehensive opportunity to discuss the law especially those that will change 

the constitution of our State are problematic in that full disclosure of the benefits and risks have 

not been examined.  

 



Bio for Doretta L. Walker 

Doretta Walker is one of the District Court Judges in the 14th Judicial District which serves the 

people of Durham County.  She has served as a District Court Judge since 2010.  Since being 

elected in 2010 and re-elected in 2014, she has presided over cases in family court, child support 

court, civil court, juvenile court, traffic court, domestic violence court, criminal court and Abuse, 

Neglect and Dependency Court, involuntary commitments and jail first appearances.  She also 

has served as presiding judge over the former juvenile drug treatment court.  She takes great 

pleasure in mentoring youth and attorneys in an effort to make a difference in the lives of others. 

She is a life-long Durham native.  A product of the Durham Public Schools, and a proud 

graduate of Northern High School.  After high school, she attended the University of North 

Carolina at Chapel Hill where she completed a Bachelor of Science degree in the Administration 

of Criminal Justice and Psychology in 1990, and also received the Juris Doctor degree in 1993 

from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill School of Law. 

Since completing her education at UNC-Chapel Hill, she has been dedicated to the idea of public 

service.  In 1994, she took a position with Carolina Legal Assistance where she helped draft 

pleadings in the Thomas S. class action lawsuit.  She also served for three years as a Judicial 

Clerk at the North Carolina Court of Appeals. In this capacity, she provided legal research and 

writing for Judge James A. Wynn (now an appellate judge on the United States 4th Circuit Court 

of Appeals), the late Judge Clifton E. Johnson, and Justice Patricia Timmons-Goodson (the first 

African-American female to serve on the North Carolina Supreme Court now on the US Civil 

Rights Commission). 

In 1997, Doretta was selected as an Assistant District Attorney in the Durham County District 

Attorney’s Office. While working in the District Attorney’s office, she served as supervisor of 

the Property and Fraud Team and was able to spearhead an increased emphasis on aggressively 

prosecuting elder abuse, identity theft, and fraud cases.  While in her position in the District 

Attorney’s office she still recognized the need for making community outreach and involvement 

in the community a personal choice and priority. She has a great affinity for youth and the 

challenges they face in today’s society. As such, she has been intentional about providing 

support and mentoring to them in various was as they progress towards adulthood.  She has 

worked with Partners for Youth (now Partners for Youth Opportunity) for over a decade since 

the program’s inception where she provides mentoring and guidance to youth about activities, 

education, and social skills. She is also a member of SALT (Seniors and Law Enforcement 

Together) where she provides education to seniors on various issues in order to lessen the 

chances of our seniors being victimized.   

Judge Walker has also served as an adjunct instructor at Durham Technical Community College 

in the Criminal Justice Program teaching Court Procedure and Evidence and Ethics since 2002 - 

2016. In addition, she has served on several boards, including but not limited to the George H. 



White Bar Association as Treasurer, the Fourteenth Judicial Bar and Durham County Bar 

Association as Board Member, and as First Vice President, and as a Board Member of the 

Triangle Champions Track Team and Durham Raiders.    

She is a member of the National Sorority of Phi Delta Kappa, Incorporated.   The National 

Sorority of Phi Delta Kappa, Inc. (NSPDK, Inc.) is a professional organization of educators 

founded in 1923. Its purpose is to stimulate professional growth among teachers, foster true 

sisterhood, and promote the highest ideals of the teaching profession. The sorority focuses on the 

areas of youth, education and service. Judge Walker is involved in and often chaired programs 

and activities designed to promote educational programs for children and adults.  She is also a 

member of the District Court Education Committee of the NC Association of District Court 

Judges. 

Judge Walker continues to mentor youth and young adults in the Durham community by always 

being there for whatever support they may need whether it is social, educational or career 

guidance.  She also has interns (college and law students) throughout the year and during the 

summer at the Durham County Courthouse.  Additionally, she allows elementary, high school, 

college and graduate students shadow her as she goes about her daily duties so that they are able 

to have a better understanding of the judicial system and its intricacies.  Judge Walker has many 

nieces, nephews, godchildren whom she loves and takes great pleasure in nurturing.  She loves 

her family and friends and takes great pleasure in helping others.   
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