
People’s Alliance PAC 2018 Questionnaire 
for North Carolina Trial Division Judicial Candidates 

 

Please return this completed form along with a resume or biographical statement describing 
your education, work history, community service, and prior political experience                        

as soon as possible, but by  
July 20, 2018 at the latest.  Please note that following this deadline, the Durham People’s 

Alliance PAC may publish your responses to this questionnaire and your resume.   

You may e-mail your responses to Tom Miller at tom-miller@nc.rr.com or mail them to Tom at 
1110 Virginia Avenue, Durham, NC 27705 

Thank you for completing this questionnaire and your willingness to serve                               
the people of North Carolina. 

Candidate’s name: ______Dawn Baxton_______________________________________ 

Judicial office sought: _________Superior Court Judge______________________ 

Address: _________3 Slate Court, Durham, NC 27703_____________________________ 

E-mail address: ________deebaxton@gmail.com _____________________________________ 

Phone: ______________ (919) 632-1831___________________________________________ 

When answering this questionnaire, please repeat the questions in your response document 
with each question numbered and organized as it appears here. Type your responses in 
italics, bold, or a different font to distinguish your responses from the questions. Please do 
not use colors.  Please respond to questions using your own words and cite outside sources 
when applicable.  You may explain your answer to every question, but please be concise. 

About you: 
 
1. Are you conservative or liberal?  Please choose one and then explain your answer. 

 
Between the two choices, I am liberal.  However, I consider myself to be progressive.  I 
was raised in rural Washington County by my grandfather who was a laborer for 
Weyerhaeuser and my grandmother who worked as a seasonal farm worker and 
housekeeper, until her retirement.  I understand the effects that racial bias and economic 
disparity have on the administration of justice in this state.  I believe that one of the roles 
of a judge is to ensure that those biases do not affect a person’s ability to receive 
equitable justice in the court. 
 

2. Please describe how your religious and/or philosophical beliefs may affect your conduct and 
decision making if you are elected. 
 
I believe in treating others the way that I would like to be treated.  Therefore, everyone who 
appears before me will be treated with dignity, respect, and kindness. My religious beliefs 
will not affect my conduct and decision making if I am elected. 
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3. Have you ever been convicted of a criminal offense (other than a minor traffic or minor drug 
offense)?  If the answer is yes, please describe the circumstances and the outcome.   
 

No, I have never been convicted of a criminal offense. 

4. Have you personally ever been a party in a civil legal proceeding?  If the answer is yes, please 
explain the circumstances and the outcome of the case.   
 
No, I have never been a party to a civil legal proceeding. 
 

 
5. Describe your current community involvement.  As a judge, do you envision any community 

involvement beyond the specific duties of the office?  If yes, please describe that involvement. 
 

 I served as the Democratic Representative on the Durham County Board of Elections for 
seven years.  In that role, I worked to ensure every citizens’ right to vote and fought 
against any attempts to hinder participation in the electoral process. In 2016 when Durham 
County’s election results were under attack, I, along with the other members of the Board, 
aggressively fought and successfully defended against partisan attempts to undermine 
democracy in Durham County.   
 
I am also the chair of the Black History Committee, and a member of the Scholarship 
Committee for George White Bar Association.  As chair of the Black History Committee, I 
am responsible for developing programs designed to encourage and inspire at risk youth. 
As a member of the Banquet Committee, I, along with the other members, am responsible 
for choosing honorees to receive recognition, as well as law students and high school 
students to receive scholarships at our annual banquet.  I also participate in other 
activities of the organization, which include providing food, school supplies, and 
Christmas gifts to the elderly and children.  
 
Additionally, I volunteer as a faculty member at the University of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill School of Government Trial School, where I assist in training fellow Assistant Public 
Defenders and Private Assigned Counsel, on how to prepare cases for trial. 
 
Lastly, I volunteer as an Attorney Advisor to the J.D. Clement Early College Mock Trial 
Team.   
 
As a Judge, I will continue my involvement with George White Bar Association as chair of 
the Black History Committee, and as a member of the Banquet Committee.  I will continue 
to assist the J.D. Clement Early College Mock Trial Team.  Also, I have committed to 
helping Shepard Middle School with its mock trial program.  Unfortunately, as a Judge I 
will not be able to volunteer as a faculty member at the School of Government Trial 
School. 
 
 

 
About your practice of law: 
 
6. Please describe your practice as a lawyer.  Describe the areas of your practice and your 

specialties.  Describe the diversity of your client base as a part of your answer. 
 
I have been an Assistant Public Defender for nineteen (19) years. The majority of my 
career has been Superior Court practice, where I have gained extensive trial experience.  
My caseload consists primarily of the most violent felonies (i.e. robbery, rape, sex 
offenses, and murder).  My client base ranked from most to least is: African American 



Males; Hispanic Males; African American Women; Hispanic Women; White Males, and 
White Women.   

 
7. Please describe a case you have handled as an attorney or judge that best illustrates the abilities 

and temperament you would (or do) display as a judge.  Please describe a case you handled 
where you did not exemplify, perhaps, the model temperament of a judicial figure. 
 
As a quasi-judicial official, a case that best illustrates the abilities and temperament I 
would display as a judge occurred during the November 2016 elections. During this time 
there was a protest filed challenging the legitimacy of Durham County’s election results. In 
the probable cause hearing, all parties were allowed to present their case. After hearing 
both sides, I considered all of the evidence presented and applied the appropriate law. 
After doing so, I voted against proceeding to an evidentiary hearing.  I did this not for 
political reasons but because there was insufficient evidence that the election results were 
not valid.  At the subsequent evidentiary hearing, I again listened to all of the evidence 
presented with an open mind and free from bias. After hearing all of the evidence and 
applying the law I, along with the other members, decided there was insufficient evidence 
to suggest the results were not accurate, and decided that a recount was not warranted.  
This experience demonstrates that I have the judicial temperament to listen to all parties.   
I will apply the law properly, impartially, and fairly. 
 
As an attorney, I handled a case where I was of the opinion the Assistant District Attorney 
had not operated truthfully with a testifying witness. I allowed my frustration to affect my 
professionalism both in court and when interacting with the Assistant District Attorney.  
This did not exemplify the model temperament of a judicial official.  I eventually handled 
the situation appropriately with the Judge, but I regret my behavior before doing so.  
 
 

 
8. Have you ever been publicly or privately disciplined by the North Carolina State Bar or any other 

professional or occupational licensing authority in North Carolina or any other state?  “Disciplined” 
should be read to include reprimands, censures, and warnings in addition to license suspension, 
surrender, revocation, and disbarment.   Is the State Bar or any governmental authority 
considering a complaint against you at the present time?  Have you ever been found in contempt 
of court?  For each “yes” answer, please tell us what happened and describe the outcome of the 
matter. 
 

I have never been publicly or privately disciplined by the North Carolina State Bar or any 
other professional or occupational licensing authority in North Carolina, or any other 
state.  Neither the State Bar nor any governmental authority is considering a complaint 
against me.  I have never been found in contempt of court. 

 
9. Please describe the nature and extent of any pro bono work you have done.  Is there a pro bono 

matter to which you have contributed that best illustrates your values? 
  

As an Assistant Public Defender, I am prohibited from practicing law outside of the Public 
Defender’s Office. On July 21, 2017, the law was changed to allow pro bono work with 
legal aid or a nonprofit corporation providing indigent legal services.  However, I have not 
had the opportunity to provide any pro bono work under these limited circumstances. 

 
Concerning law and policy: 
 
10. What is your position on the death penalty? 

 
I am opposed to the death penalty. 
 



11. What, if anything, should be done to improve access to the courts for people with limited financial 
means? 
 
All people should be allowed access to diversionary and rehabilitative programs, 
regardless of their financial status. Court costs and fines are often too excessive, which 
may hinder the ability of poor people to take full advantage of the opportunity to keep their 
record clean, or to receive the mental health and/or substance abuse treatment they need.  
More programs and resources need to be developed and available free of charge to people 
with limited financial means.  Judges should be allowed to use their discretion in waiving 
excessive fees and fines, and not be hindered legislatively from doing so.    
 

12. North Carolina incarcerates an extraordinary number of people, including persons convicted of 
non-violent crimes. Those who are incarcerated are disproportionately people of color.  What 
would you (do you) do in your role as judge to address the issues of mass incarceration and 
racial bias in the administration of justice? 
 
As a judge, I would look to alternative sentencing options for non-violent crimes. In my 
experience, the majority of non-violent crimes are the result of substance abuse and/or 
mental health issues. Drug Court and Mental Health court should be an option for persons 
convicted of non-violent crimes.  Incarceration should be the last resort.  
 
Throughout my legal career as an Assistant Public Defender, I have aggressively fought 
against the racial bias that interfered with my client’s access to justice.  As a Judge, I will 
ensure that racial bias will not impact the cases that come before me.  I will also ensure 
that everyone will have access to equal and equitable justice.   
 
 

13. Would you (do you) assess or strike Failure-to-Appear fees in cases involving traffic offenses?  
Would you have a bright line rule? 
 
Traffic offenses involving Failure-To-Appear fees rarely are in Superior Court. This mainly 
occurs in District Court.  However, should there be an occasion of a traffic offense 
appearing before me that involves Failure-to-Appear fees, I will evaluate each case 
individually. I will not have a bright line rule.  
 

14. What guidelines would you (do you) use to determine whether pre-trial confinement is appropriate 
for a defendant? 

 
The guidelines I would use to determine whether pre-trial confinement is appropriate for a 
defendant would be: (1) the nature of the offense charged, (2) the weight of the evidence 
against the accused, (3)  whether the release of the accused would pose a risk to the 
community, (4) the ties of the accused to the community, (5) the ability of the accused to 
make bond, (6) the presence of any mental health, or substance abuse issues, and (7) 
whether there is evidence to suggest that the accused is a flight risk, or has a significant 
history of failing to appear for court.  

 
15. What is your position on bail?  What, if any, changes need to be made to the current bond 

schedule? 
 
I believe that persons charged with non-violent offenses should be considered for written 
promises to appear or unsecured bonds, rather than immediately receiving a secured 
bond.  Minors should receive custody release to a parent or guardian who will ensure their 
appearance for court and their attendance in school while awaiting disposition of their 
case.  A secured bond should be reserved for the most violent offenses and for persons 
who pose a risk to the community and who have demonstrated an extensive history of not 
appearing for court.  



  
 

16. What can be done to improve language access for defendants, victims, and witnesses during 
court proceedings? 

 
Currently, only one interpreter is available to handle all the court rooms on a daily basis.  
Additional interpreters are only requested when there is a trial where the defendant and 
the victim do not speak English or if defense counsel requests an independent interpreter.  
In order to improve language access for defendants, victims, and witnesses during court 
proceedings, more interpreters need to be available.  More interpreters will protect 
everyone’s interests and rights to justice.  

 
 

17. What changes, if any, would you make to the local rules of court and why? 
 
 

I would change the bond schedule in the local rules of court as it currently exists. I would 
like to be a part of the discussion to make the bond schedule more reasonable and in line 
with the purpose of ensuring one’s presence for court.  The current recommended bond 
schedule only contributes to the problem of mass incarceration for non-violent offenses.   

 
 
18. Should judges be appointed or elected in North Carolina?  If you believe judges should be 

appointed, who should appoint them?  If you believe judges should be elected, what system 
should be employed to elect them?  Should judicial elections be partisan? 

 
 

Judges should be elected in North Carolina.  The current system of electing judges should 
continue to be used to give the community a chance to decide who they believe would be 
a fair and impartial judge.  Judicial elections should not be partisan, because a Judge’s 
decision in a case should be based solely on the facts and circumstances presented, and 
not on a Judge’s political affiliation. 

 
 

19. Should race bias training be mandatory for persons involved in the justice system?  What should 
this training consist of and for whom should it be required?  Have you any special training in 
issues related to racial disparities and equities? 

 
 

Racial bias training should be mandatory for all persons involved in the justice system. 
The racial bias that exists in the judicial system cannot be fixed if those involved are not 
aware of its existence.  I have received training in issues related to racial disparities and 
equities as part of my current job as an Assistant Public Defender.  I am currently 
undergoing additional training. 

 
 

20. How have (or will) you address legislation that requires notice to be given to all impacted 
governmental agencies before a judge waives costs and fines for a criminal defendant? Under 
what circumstances should a court waive costs and fines? 

 
Currently, notice of intent to request waiver of fees and fines is provided to all impacted 
governmental agencies.  Legislation has made it difficult for judges to waive costs and 
fines.  Excessive costs and fines make it more difficult for the defendant to successfully 
comply with restitution to victims, to successfully complete drug treatment programs, 
mental health programs, or domestic violence programs that may have been ordered by 



the court to help rehabilitate the defendant.   It is my opinion that costs and fines should 
be waived when the defendant does not have the ability to pay.   

 
 

21. Should data of prosecutors’ individual and office-wide juror challenges be collected and published 
as a method of identifying and neutralizing bias during the peremptory challenge process? 
 

Yes.  Currently, defendants of color rarely have a jury consisting of their peers because 

jurors of color are more likely to be removed by the prosecutor.  Collection of such data 

could serve as a deterrent to bias in the jury selection process. 

 
22. What are the risks and benefits of pre-trial diversion in criminal cases? For what offenses and for 

which offenders is diversion appropriate?  Are their program models you favor? 
 
Pre-trial diversion in criminal cases is appropriate for non-violent offenses, and in some 
instances violent offenses that involve minors, or people with no criminal records or a 
minor criminal record. Pre-trial diversion in criminal cases is also appropriate if the 
criminalized conduct is the result of mental health issues and/or substance abuse issues.  
The benefits of pre-trial diversion in criminal cases is an opportunity to avoid drastic 
consequences that could alter the trajectory of the lives of minors, and people suffering 
from addiction and/or mental health issues.  I do not see any risks of pre-trial diversion in 
the types of cases mentioned previously.  I favor a pre-plea diversion model rather than a 
post-plea or post-conviction model.   
 
 

23. Yes or No Questions – please indicate your answer the following questions by underlining “YES” 
or “NO.”  If you wish to explain or elaborate your answer to any question, please use no more 
than 100 words to do so. 

 
a. Do you support legislation designed to protect gay, lesbian, and transgender people from  
  discrimination in housing, employment, public accommodation, and access to   
  government processes, benefits, and services?  YES    NO 
 
b. Do you support legislation which excuses magistrates, judges, and other government  
  officials from performing their duties because of their religious beliefs?  YES     NO 
 
c. Do you support the continuation and expansion of local funding that addresses substance 
  abuse and mental health treatment, including a Drug Treatment Court and Mental Health  
  Court?   YES     NO 

 
e. Do you support the expanded use of restorative justice practices in shaping outcomes in 

criminal cases?  YES     NO 
    
f. In questions of pre-trial release, do you support the use of a screening instrument,  
  calibrated to prevent discrimination, to determine substantial risk of flight and danger to  
  the community, as recommended by the Pretrial Justice Institute?  YES     NO 
 

Your politics 
 
24. How are you registered to vote?  Have you ever changed your registration?  If you have changed 

your voter registration, please explain why. 
 
 I am registered to vote as a Democrat.  I have never changed my registration. 

 



25. Who did you vote for in the 2012 and 2016 presidential and gubernatorial elections?  Who did you 
vote for in the 2014 U. S. Senate election? 

 
 In the 2012 and 2016 presidential and gubernatorial elections, I voted for President Obama 
 and Hillary Clinton, Walter Dalton, and Roy Cooper, respectively.   In 2014 U. S. Senate  
 Election, I voted for Kay Hagan.    

 
26. How will you vote if the November ballot contains constitutional amendment referenda in favor of 

“Marcy’s Law” and the filling of judicial vacancies?  
 

I will vote against constitutional amendments in favor of “Marcy’s Law” and the filling of 
judicial vacancies.  North Carolina already has a victims’ right act that adequately protects 
victims.  I will also vote against a constitutional amendment to change how Judicial 
Vacancies are filled.  Judicial vacancies should be filled by the elected governor.   Any 
other process will make the judiciary more partisan than independent. 

 
 
Judges and judicial candidates in North Carolina are allowed substantial freedom of political speech.  PA 
PAC believes that every question in this questionnaire may be answered fully within the scope of the 
applicable rules.  For more information on the scope of permitted political speech for judicial candidates, 
we refer you to the December 17, 2015 memorandum of the Judicial Standards Commission on Permitted 
Political Conduct.  You may find it at:  
 
https://www.sog.unc.edu/sites/www.sog.unc.edu/files/course_materials/04%20Political%20Conduct%20 
Guidance%20for%20Judges%202016.pdf 
 
 
Again, thank you.  Please do not forget to provide us with your resume or biographical statement. 

 
 
 

 

https://www.sog.unc.edu/sites/www.sog.unc.edu/files/course_materials/04%20Political%20Conduct


Dawn Yvette Baxton 
P.O. Box 11057, Durham, North Carolina 27703 

www.dawnbaxtonforjudge.com 

 

 
Education & Training:  
 
Certificate            
Emerging Leaders Institute         January 2006 

 
Certificate 
Defense National Criminal College        July 2000 

 
Juris Doctor 
North Carolina Central University School of Law, Durham, NC     May 1998   
  

Bachelor of Arts         
North Carolina State University, Raleigh, NC       December 1993  
Major: B.A. English 
Minor: African-American Studies 
 

 
Work Experience: 
 
Senior Assistant Public Defender       2006 – Present  
Fourteenth Judicial District 
 

• Manage the office in the absence of the Chief Public Defender 
• Supervise Legal Assistants and Investigators 
• Address attorney issues or concerns, in the absence of the Chief Public Defender 
• Litigate and/or negotiate felony and misdemeanor cases 
• Interview clients and witnesses in preparation for trial 
• Coordinate client services for sentence mitigation and/or pursuant to court order 
• Draft legal documents, to include: pleadings, memorandum, letters, etc. 
• Legal Research 

 

Assistant Public Defender        1999 – 2006 

Fourteenth Judicial District 
  

• Litigate and/or negotiate felony and misdemeanor cases 
• Interview clients and witnesses in preparation for trial 
• Coordinate client services for sentence mitigation and/or pursuant to court order 
• Draft legal documents, to include: pleadings, memorandum, letters, etc. 
• Legal Research 

 

 North Carolina Central University School of Law      1999 – 2004 

Adjunct Professor/Trial Advocacy Coach 
 

• Prepare Trial Advocacy Teams for regional and national trial competitions   
Hosted by American Association of Trial Lawyers of America (ATLA) 
Currently known as the American Association of Justice (AAJ) 

  
• Prepare Trial Advocacy Teams for regional and national trial competitions   1999-2010 

Hosted by the Texas Young Lawyers Association (TYLA)     2016-Present 
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Law Office of Dana Jones        October-December 1998 
Associate 
            

• Assisted with the representation of clients in family law and criminal law matters.    
                                          

   
North Carolina Central University School of Law Criminal Litigation Clinic  Spring 1998 

Student Advocate 
 

• Represented indigent clients in criminal cases  
 
Office of the Federal Public Defender, Eastern District     Summer 1997 

Intern  

 
• Researched applicable law. 
• Prepared Inter-office Memorandums of Law 
• Assisted in the preparations of trial motions 
• Prepared case summaries for publication in the legal digest 

 
 
North Carolina State University        1992-1995 

English Tutor 
   

• Assisted Student Athletes with the development of grammar and writing skills   
• Report student progress to appropriated personnel weekly 

 
 

Teaching Experience: 
 

North Carolina Bar Association Minorities in the Profession Committee  May 18, 2018 
Diversity and Inclusion Symposium      

Panelist 
 

• Provided minority attorneys tools and strategies necessary to thrive in the legal profession and to  
effectively champion inclusion within their organizations through panel discussion and small  
breakout sessions 

 

    
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill School of Government                 2007-2008 

Defender Trial School          2010- Present 

Faculty Member 
 

• Assist in training Assistant Public Defenders and Private Assigned Counsel in trial advocacy 
• Facilitate brainstorming sessions on how to develop and execute case theories during  
         Jury Selection, Opening Statements, Direct Examinations, Cross Examinations and Closing Arguments 
 

 
J.D. Clement Early College High School        2016 
Attorney Advisor         2018 
               

• Assist students in preparing for NC Advocates for Justice High School Mock Trial Program 
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Continuing Legal Education Instructor 
 

• George White Bar Association       January 26, 2018 
“Presenting Your Case”          

 

• Law to the People 
“Presenting Your Case, Part 1 &2”        June 19, 2017 
 

• George White Bar Association 
“The Expert Witness:  A Discussion of When, How, and Why to Utilize the Expert Witness November 6, 2015 

 
• Spring Public Defender’s Conference      May 2010 

“Motions Practice in District Court” 
 

 
 

 Professional Affiliations & Memberships:         
• Durham County Board of Elections, Chair      April- May 2017 

• Durham County Board of Elections, Secretary     2013- 2017 
• Durham County Board of Elections, Board Member    2011-2013 

• Vice Chair, Precinct 30-2, Durham, NC      2010-2011 

• State Board of Elections, Member                        2000–2001                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
• North Carolina Association of Black Lawyers, Member    2017-Present 
• North Carolina State Bar        1998-Present 
• 14th Judicial District Bar         1998- Present 
• George White Bar Association, Member      1998- Present 
• George White Bar Association Scholarship Committee Member   2008- Present 
• George White Bar Association Black History Month Committee, Chair   2013-Present 
• Durham Committee on the Affairs of Black People, Member    1998- Present 
• Durham Committee on the Affairs of Black People Legal Redress Committee,  1999-2009 
 Vice-Chair 
• The People’s Alliance        2018 

 
 

Honors and Awards: 
• Spectacular Woman of the Year Semi-Finalist, Civil and Human Rights  2016 

• Texas Young Lawyer’s Association Regional Champion    1998 

• N.I.T.A Tournament of Champions Semi-Finalist     1998 
• First Place, 1L Mary Wright Closing Argument Competition    1996 
• Second Place, Ernest Fullwood Moot Court Competition    1997 

 

 
Religious Affiliation 

• Union Baptist Church        2003 
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Biography 
 
Dawn Baxton was raised in Roper, North Carolina by her grandparents. At age 13, Dawn decided 
that she wanted to become a lawyer. With that objective in mind, Dawn became a first-
generation college graduate when she received a Bachelor of Arts in English, and a Minor in 
African American Studies from North Carolina State University.  After obtaining her degree from 
North Carolina State University, Dawn became the first lawyer in her family when she received 
her Juris Doctor from North Carolina Central University School of Law.   During law school, Dawn 
was very active with the Trial Advocacy Board, where she developed her passion for being a 
zealous advocate.  In addition to serving as president of the Trial Advocacy Board, Dawn won 
local and regional competitions, and was a member of the first team to be invited to the 
prestigious Tournament of Champions.  As a result of the work of Dawn and her teammates, 
North Carolina Central University School of Law was recognized as having one of the best trial 
advocacy programs in the country.   
 
Dawn began her legal career as an Assistant Public Defender in Durham County in 1999.    Shortly 
after joining the Public Defender’s Office, she was promoted to Superior Court where she 
obtained extensive felony trial experience in matters ranging from Breaking and Entering, Drug 
Offenses, Robbery, Felonious Assaults, Sexual Offenses, Capital First Degree Murder, and Non-
Capital First Degree Murder. In 2006, Dawn was promoted to the position of Senior Assistant 
Public Defender.  As the Senior Assistant Public Defender, Dawn has the additional responsibility 
of managing the office and supervising the staff in the absence of the Chief Public Defender.     
 
In addition to being the Senior Assistant Public Defender, Dawn is also dedicated to training 
future lawyers as an Adjunct Professor/ Trial Advocacy Coach at North Carolina Central University 
School of Law, and as an Attorney Advisor to J. D. Clement Early College Mock Trial Team. Dawn 
is also a faculty member at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill School of Government 
Trial School, where she assists in training fellow Assistant Public Defenders and Private Court 
Appointed Attorneys on how to prepare their cases for trial. 
 
After making Durham her home, Dawn served the community for many years as the Vice Chair 
of the Legal Redress Committee of the Durham Committee on the Affairs of Black People.  She 
was also appointed to serve on the North Carolina State Board of Elections, and the Durham 
County Board of Elections.  As the minority member of the Durham County Board of Elections, 
Dawn consistently worked in a bi-partisan fashion to maintain the integrity of the electoral 
process, and to ensure that voters had unhindered access in exercising their right to vote.    
 
She is a member of The Durham Committee on the Affairs of Black People, The People’s Alliance,  
North Carolina Association of Black Lawyers, George White Bar Association, and Union Baptist 
Church.  As a member of George White Bar Association, Dawn serves as the Chair of the Black 
History Committee where she develops programs designed to inspire and encourage at risk 
youth.  She is also a member of the Scholarship Committee.    
 
In her spare time, Dawn enjoys reading and watching classic movies. 
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