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Laura Marie is an environmental scientist who believes that community engagement is vital for 
conservation. While in graduate school, she made the time to volunteer with the Durham Public 
Schools’ Hub Farm, teaching outdoor lessons for elementary school students. Laura Marie is 
also an active Toastmaster, an owner in the Durham Co-op Market, and a member of the Eno 
River Unitarian Universalist Fellowship. 
 
Laura Marie began her environmental career as an AmeriCorps service member in rural 
Tuscarawas County, Ohio, where she worked on water quality monitoring and stream 
restoration projects for the Ohio Department of Natural Resources. She also managed 
environmental education programs for the Tuscarawas Soil & Water Conservation District. As 
an AmeriCorps Member, Laura Marie worked with local community groups, nonprofits, and 
government agencies to secure grant funding for a teacher training workshop. 
 
Through her AmeriCorps service, Laura Marie became aware of the social and economic issues 
that can make it challenging to prioritize conservation: issues like access to land and green 
space, lack of financial support, and discrimination facing minority and women farmers. These 
challenges are some of the same issues currently facing members of the Durham community. 
 
For her Master's thesis, Laura Marie met with Durham County farmers, government employees, 
business owners, and nonprofit leaders to understand the challenges and potential within our 
local food system. These conversations furthered her commitment to the Durham community 
and her passion for local conservation. 
 
Laura Marie is currently an Associate Supervisor on the Soil & Water Conservation District 
(SWCD) Board, and serves as the SWCD representative on the Durham City-County 
Environmental Affairs Board. She plans to address our community’s soil & water needs by 
building connections to expand the success of our SWCD Programs: 
 
Conservation: 
-Continue to prioritize stream restoration projects to protect the health of our water 
-Work more closely with City & County planners and engineers to reduce redundancy and 
complete projects more efficiently 
  
Access: 
-Partner with community development organizations to provide conservation projects as 
neighborhood enhancement opportunities for more residents 
-Provide environmental education programs and conservation resources in Spanish 
 
Resources: 
-Increase funding for the Agricultural Cost Share Assistance Program and Community 
Conservation Assistance Program to provide financial support for more local farmers and 
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landowners 
-Collaborate with County Extension Agents to connect our farmers with additional sources of 
funding, training, and technical support 
 
Education: 
-Build the capacity of the Bionomic Educational Training Center (BETC) to provide more local 
youth with real-world job training. 
-Expand the SWCD's presence at community events to provide more opportunities for residents 
to learn about our work. 


