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In 1988, MrV. SWella AdamV became Whe firVW Black Zoman in Whe hiVWor\ of Whe VWaWe of NorWh Carolina Wo 
earn and VerYe aV Soil & WaWer ConVerYaWion DiVWricW SXperYiVor. ThXV, a legac\ began. For oYer 30 \earV, 
Whe efforWV of Whe Black Zomen Zho VerYed in WhiV poViWion haYe inVpired oWher Zomen Wo aVpire for, Zin 
and VerYe oWher coXnWieV acroVV NorWh Carolina. AV DiVWricW SXperYiVor of DXrham CoXnW\ Soil & WaWer 
ConVerYaWion DiVWricW, m\ goal iV Wo VerYe m\ homeWoZn and bXild on WhoVe poZerfXl legacieV dXring m\ 
WenXre of VerYice. 

The DXrham CoXnW\ Soil & WaWer ConVerYaWion DiVWricW¶V inWerdiVciplinar\ approach haV been adopWed Wo 
enhance, proWecW and conVerYe DXrham CoXnW\¶V naWXral reVoXrceV. AV a VcienWiVW, edXcaWor, and 
enWrepreneXr, inWerdiVciplinar\ approacheV baVed in eqXiWable paradigmV haYe alZa\V helped me WhroXgh 
Whe broad parado[ical naWXre of m\ inWereVWV and Wraining. I learned earl\ on Wo XnderVWand, reVpecW and 
hold in a conVWanW creaWiYe WenVion Whe imporWanceV of Wackling iVVXeV XVing an inWerdiVciplinar\ approach 
WhaW inYolYeV Vcience, edXcaWion, economicV, and an XnderVWanding of hoZ Whe\ all hold Xp againVW Whe 
backdrop of oXr econom\ and hoZ Whe\ are perVonali]ed ZiWhin oXr oZn indiYidXal liYeV.  
 
The DXrham CoXnW\ Soil & WaWer ConVerYaWion DiVWricW mainWainV iWV VWance addreVVing inWerdiVciplinar\ 
objecWiYeV & concepWV aW Whe inWerVecWion of hXman healWh and naWXral reVoXrce managemenW. IW Zill 
alZa\V be crXcial for oXr DiVWricW SXperYiVorV Wo be cenWered in WhiV inWerdiVciplinar\ Zork, aV I do. 

I am Whe moVW qXalified perVon Wo VerYe in WhiV capaciW\. The combinaWion of m\ inWernaWional e[perWiVe in 
Whe enYironmenWal conVerYaWion field and m\ e[WenViYe rooWV in DXrham CoXnW\ are Whe immediaWe aVpecWV 
of m\ candidac\ WhaW are glaring. AV a marine VcienWiVW, I haYe inWenViYel\ VWXdied WheVe WopicV fXll-Wime; 
aroXnd ZaWer qXaliW\, naWXral reVoXrce managemenW, and enYironmenWal conVerYaWion for Whe laVW 6 \earV. I 
haYe done Vo WhroXghoXW Whe UniWed SWaWeV and inWernaWionall\. AV a #DXrhamNaWiYe and a DXrham PXblic 
SchoolV gradXaWe, I haYe Whe connecWionV, perVpecWiYe and aZareneVV needed Wo adYocaWe for oXr 
commXniWieV and connecW neZ and e[iVWing Soil & WaWer programV Wo WhoVe Zho ZoXld benefiW from Whem 
Whe moVW. While alVo  inWrodXcing Whem Wo a Zide arra\ of reVidenWV of Zhom Soil & WaWer¶V programV 
coXld be aXgmenWed. I am commiWWed Wo XVing m\ e[perience, knoZledge, formal edXcaWion and 
commiWmenW Wo Whe BXll CiW\ and DXrham CoXnW\ along ZiWh m\ immerVion in Whe enYironmenWal 
conVerYaWion field Wo connecW ZiWh and promoWe adYocac\ for oXr \oXWh. I am deepl\ paVVionaWe aboXW 
DXrham and inYeVWed in Whe VXcceVV of DXrham CoXnW\, aV iW iV m\ home and haV been m\ famil\'V home 
for generaWionV.  

I am cXrrenWl\ a Ph.D. VWXdenW aW DXke UniYerViW\ in Whe NicholaV School of Whe EnYironmenW and an 
AVVociaWe SXperYiVor for Whe DXrham CoXnW\ Soil & WaWer ConVerYaWion DiVWricW. AV DiVWricW SXperYiVor, 
m\ commiWmenW Zill be Wo focXV on Whe needV of DXrham CoXnW\, eVpeciall\ commXniWieV WhaW haYe 
hiVWoricall\ been V\VWemaWicall\ marginali]ed. I am eager Wo VerYe XVing Whe Vame plaWform m\ parenWV 
raiVed me on: EdXcaWion, Economic DeYelopmenW & EnYironmenWal JXVWice. 



Ɣ EdXcaWiRQ:​ IW iV m\ reVponVibiliW\ Wo properl\ eqXip generaWionV and commXniWieV ZiWh Whe knoZledge 
neceVVar\ Wo make informed deciVionV on Whe managemenW and conVerYaWion of DXrham'V naWXral 
reVoXrceV. IW'V alVo m\ reVponVibiliW\ Wo liVWen Wo WheVe Vame commXniWieV and learn from Wheir 
perVpecWiYeV on DXrham'V naWXral reVoXrceV and hoZ Wheir relaWionVhipV ZiWh Whem coXld be aXgmenWed. I 
Zill go aboXW doing WhiV, XVing Whe folloZing Whree gXidelineV; 
○ ConWinXe Wo bXild relaWionVhipV beWZeen Soil & WaWer and DXrham PXblic SchoolV ZiWh 

majoriW\-minoriW\ popXlaWionV, VXch aV Jordan, HillVide, SoXWhern, RiYerVide, and NorWhern. 
○ ParWner ZiWh edXcaWorV Wo 1) raiVe aZareneVV of Soil & WaWer, oXr miVVionV, and YalXeV, 2) enVXre 

WhaW local edXcaWorV and oXr \oXWh knoZ aboXW and haYe acceVV Wo Soil & WaWer edXcaWion fXndV and 
3) incorporaWe enYironmenWal conVerYaWion and AgScience inWo Wheir \earl\ cXrricXlXm. 

○ CollaboraWe ZiWh local organi]aWionV and commXniW\ organi]erV Wo creaWe campaignV aroXnd 
enYironmenWal conVerYaWion and DXrham'V naWXral reVoXrceV. 

Ɣ EcRQRPic DeYeORSPeQW:​ AgricXlWXre and agribXVineVV iV Whe #1 indXVWr\ in NorWh Carolina, and 
conWribXWeV billionV Wo Whe VWaWe'V econom\. I Zill Zork Wo enVXre WhaW WhiV conWinXeV and WhaW marginali]ed 
commXniWieV knoZ aboXW Whe economic opporWXniWieV aYailable Wo all in AgricXlWXre. SimXlWaneoXVl\, I 
Zill adYocaWe for; increaVed fXnding for Whe AgricXlWXre Economic DeYelopmenW (AED) GranW; Whe 
implemenWaWion of Wechnical aVViVWance programV Wo loZer Whe barrier of enWr\ for GAP cerWificaWion; and 
Whe e[panVionV of Farm-Wo-Table programV. LaVWl\, recenW VWXdieV haYe foXnd WhaW farmerV Zho are 
Wech-VaYY\ haYe been beWWer off Whan Wheir coXnWerparWV WhaW are noW dXring COVID-19. AV a reVXlW, I Zill 
Zork Wo connecW local farmerV ZiWh Wechnolog\ WhaW Zill help Whem increaVe ValeV dXring and afWer Whe 
pandemic. 

Ɣ EQYiURQPeQWaO JXVWice:​ EnYironmenWal raciVm iV Whe diVproporWionaWe impacW of enYironmenWal ha]ardV 
on people of Color. IW iV ofWen called Whe µforgoWWen¶ VecWor of Vocial jXVWice, aV iW iV more ofWen Whan noW 
lefW off of Whe liVW of Vocial injXVWiceV WhaW people of Color face (VXch aV income ineqXaliW\, edXcaWion, 
healWh care, racial diVcriminaWionV, eWc.). HoZeYer, I belieYe iW iV one of Whe moVW deadl\ injXVWiceV people 
of Color face, aV Where iV a ​diUecW OiQN beWZeeQ eQYiURQPeQWaO cRQdiWiRQ aQd hXPaQ heaOWh ​. I Zill 
Zork Wo: 
○ ProWecW and conVerYe DXrham'V naWXral reVoXrceV 

■ improYing ZaWer qXaliW\ and decreaVing VedimenWaWion and nXWrienW pollXWion in Jordan and 
FallV Lake 

■ EnVXring DXrham'V naWXral reVoXrceV are noW diVproporWionaWel\ impacWed b\ pollXWion from 
oWher NC coXnWieV 

○ GXaranWee WhaW marginali]ed commXniWieV haYe eqXiWable acceVV Wo oXr coXnW\'V naWXral reVoXrceV and 
green VpaceV. 

○ Work ZiWh oXr commXniWieV, eVpeciall\ marginali]ed commXniWieV, Wo combaW food inVecXriWieV and 
ZaWer pollXWion and prepare for e[Wreme ZeaWher eYenWV (e.g. heaW ZaYeV, heaY\ rainfall, and 
flooding). 
■ Poor food and ZaWer qXaliW\ decreaVe oYerall hXman healWh, Zhich can lead Wo healWh care and 

medical V\VWemV being oYerZhelmed 
■ IncreaVing FNS licenVing among farmerV and farmerV markeWV 
■ CreaWing proacWiYe VolXWionV (e.g. planWing WreeV & reVWoring eroding creekV)  Wo prepare for 

e[Wreme ZeaWher eYenWV. 
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I am a #DXrhamNaWiYe, a Black Zoman, a millennial, and a marine VcienWiVW. I am commiWWed Wo XVing m\ 
e[perience, knoZledge, Whe formal edXcaWion I haYe been bleVVed Wo obWain and pXrVXe and m\ loYe for m\ 
homeWoZn Wo connecW ZiWh and promoWe adYocac\ for DXrham CoXnW\. I am Whe prodXcW of VWrong, loYing, 
Black parenWV Zho haYe alZa\V preached Whe YalXe of edXcaWion, enWrepreneXrVhip and XWili]ing ZhaWeYer 
achieYemenWV I ma\ reach for Whe beWWermenW of oWherV. 

I ZaV born and raiVed in DXrham, NC and aWWended BXrWon, SoXWhZeVW, & CreekVide ElemenWar\, Shepard 
IB Middle & Jordan High School. In high Vchool, I VWXdied animal Vcience, ZaV a member of Whe FFA, 
VerYed on Whe SWXdenW CoXncil, and ZaV YoWed homecoming qXeen m\ Venior \ear. I alVo YolXnWeered ZiWh 
Whe MXVeXm of Life and ScienceV WhroXghoXW high Vchool. AfWer gradXaWing in 2015, I lefW DXrham Wo 
aWWend Eckerd College in SW. PeWerVbXrg, FL Zhere I majored in Marine Science (Biolog\ Track). While 
aZa\ in college, I VpenW m\ Wime WraYeling, compleWing inWernVhipV in m\ field, and edXcaWing K-12 
VWXdenWV. I gradXaWed from Eckerd in 2019 and moYed back Wo DXrham VhorWl\ afWer, Zhere I haYe been 
Zorking ZiWh organi]aWionV (e.g. iNYiTECH and Bambino¶V Pla\Vchool) and VchoolV (Neal Middle 
School) in DXrham Wo deYelop and implemenW STEM cXrricXlXmV. The objecWiYe of m\ STEM edXcaWion 
Zork haV been Wo e[poVe VWXdenWV from diYerVe and XnderrepreVenWed backgroXndV Wo Whe aqXaWic 
enYironmenW and enYironmenWal conVerYaWion. 

ThroXghoXW m\ career, I haYe been​ ​aZaUded RYeU 25 aZaUdV aQd VchROaUVhiSV ​(inclXding: NOAA, 
HollingV ScholarVhip, Eckerd College PreVidenWial ScholarVhip, Eckerd College Social JXVWice AZard, 
Marine Science OXWVWanding ConWribXWion Wo Whe Major AZard, and DXke Marine Lab¶V Marine Science 
and ConVerYaWionV ScholarVhip.).​ I haYe alVo ​VWXdied aQd cRQdXcWed UeVeaUch aW Whe PRVW UeVSecWed 
iQVWiWXWiRQV iQ P\ diVciSOiQe​, VXch aV NaWional Oceanic and AWmoVpheric AdminiVWraWion (NOAA), 
ScrippV InVWiWXWe of Oceanograph\, and DXke UniYerViW\ Marine Lab. ​In addiWion Wo ​aWWending and 
preVenWing m\ Zork aW Zorld-renoZned inWernaWional conferenceV. OXWVide of reVearch, ​I haYe gained 
YalXable Weaching e[perience aV a Teaching AVViVWanW for John HopkinV CenWer for TalenWed YoXWh (CTY), 
an inWern for Whe DXke UniYerViW\ Marine Lab CommXniW\ Science IniWiaWiYe, and Whe cXrrenW DirecWor of 
InVWrXcWion & CXrricXlXm DeYelopmenW for iNYiTECH. FXrWhermore, I hold/held a nXmber of leaderVhip 
poViWionV, inclXding foXnding and VerYing aV ediWor-in-chief of Eckerd College¶V Feedback Maga]ine, 
foXnding and leading Whe Eckerd College Marine Science ClXb, and being elecWed Whe Chair of Whe 
Ecological SocieW\ of America¶V (ESA) SWXdenW SecWion and Whe SecreWar\/TreaVXrer for Whe SocieW\ of 
WeWland ScienWiVWV (SWS) SWXdenW SecWion. The YarieW\ of e[perienceV I haYe parWicipaWed in, VXch aV 
condXcWing reVearch, parWicipaWing in edXcaWional oXWreach eYenWV, and Weaching Whe \oXWh, haV alloZed me 
Wo deYelop a XniqXe VeW of reVearch, Vcience commXnicaWion, and leaderVhip VkillV. 

I am cXrrenWl\ conWinXing m\ formal edXcaWion aV a Ph.D. VWXdenW aW DXke UniYerViW\ in Whe NicholaV 
School of Whe EnYironmenW and m\ edXcaWion and oXWreach Zork aV a Program Lead for Whe DXke 
UniYerViW\ Marine Lab CommXniW\ Science InaiWiYe¶V STEM PaWhZa\V Program and WaWer QXaliW\ 
edXcaWional cXrricXlXm. While alVo VerYing aV an AVVociaWe SXperYiVor for Whe DXrham CoXnW\ Soil & 



WaWer ConVerYaWion DiVWricW. M\ efforWV and energieV are leYeraged WoZard Zorking Wo enVXre 
enYironmenWal conVerYaWion fieldV are deYeloping eqXiWable Vcience-baVed and commXniW\ cenWered 
programV and policieV Wo proWecW oXr naWXral reVoXrceV. 
 
To learn more aboXW me, m\ plaWform, and Whe #DXrhamNaWiYe Weam, YiViW oXr ZebViWe aW 
ZZZ.Anjali4DXrham.com​ or find XV on Facebook, InVWagram, and TZiWWer aW @Anjali4DXrham. 

 
  

http://www.anjali4durham.com/

