
People’s Alliance PAC 2021 Questionnaire 

for North Carolina District Court Judicial Candidates 
 

Please return this completed form along with a resume or biographical statement describing your 

education, work history, community service, and prior political experience as soon as possible, but by  

August 27, 2021 at the latest.  Please note that following this deadline, the Durham People’s Alliance PAC 

may publish your responses to this questionnaire and your resume.   

Please e-mail your responses to Nana Asante-Smith at asante.nana49@gmail.com 

Thank you for completing this questionnaire and your willingness to serve the people of North Carolina. 

Candidate’s name: Jessica S. Fludd 

Judicial Seat sought: District Court Judge (Vacated by Wilks) 

Address: 2310 S. Miami Blvd, Ste. 240, Durham, North Carolina 27703 

E-mail address: jfludd@fluddstephenslawoffice.com 

Phone: 919-672-2928 

When answering this questionnaire, please repeat the questions in your response document with each 

question numbered and organized as it appears here. Type your responses in italics, bold, or a different 

font to distinguish your responses from the questions. Please do not use colors.  Please respond to 

questions using your own words and cite outside sources when applicable.  You may explain your answer 

to every question, but please be concise.  Please limit your answer to each question to 400 words.  Please 

do not feel obligated to use the full word allowance if it is not necessary. 

 

Judges and judicial candidates in North Carolina are allowed substantial freedom of political speech.  

PA PAC believes that every question in this questionnaire may be answered fully within the scope of the 

applicable rules.  For more information on the scope of permitted political speech for judicial candidates, 

we refer you to the January 2, 2020 memorandum of the Judicial Standards Commission on Permitted 

Political Conduct.  You may find it at:  

 
https://www.nccourts.gov/assets/inline-files/2020-Political-Conduct-

Memo.pdf?lqEnTi0CGRseARDEGD.mXt60PMdBDGef 

 

About you: 

 

1. How do you characterize yourself politically?  What values, policies, or platforms have influenced your 

decision to vote for one candidate over another?  

 

I am a registered democrat and support the belief that all are entitled to fair and just 
representation, whether in the legislature, the courtroom, the school system, or in the 
business arena.  I have a strong belief system in fairness and equality.  I have reviewed the 
characteristics of previous candidates that I have supported to see if they were consistent, 
approachable, teachable, and/or reachable.   

 

 



 

2. Have you ever been convicted of a criminal offense (other than a minor traffic or minor drug offense)?  If 

the answer is yes, please describe the circumstances and the outcome.  

 

No. 

 

3. Have you personally ever been a party in a civil legal proceeding?  If the answer is yes, please explain the 

circumstances and the outcome of the case.  

 

Yes.  The matter was dismissed, but our firm was sued as a part of an estate dispute.  Without 

going into detail, and to preserve attorney-client privilege, parties were addressing the 

definition of heirs in the State of North Carolina. 

 

About your practice of law: 

 

4. Please describe your practice as a lawyer.  Describe the areas of your practice and your specialties.  

Describe the diversity of your client base as a part of your answer.   

 

I am a general practitioner that focuses on family law and providing services to indigent 
clients.  I have appreciated working as a private attorney because it allows me an opportunity 
to have more control over the clients I serve.  In the family law arena, I have had the 
opportunity to represent black fathers, same sex couples, and socioeconomical disadvantaged 
parents and caretakers.  I have also represented individuals who can well afford the average 
rate of an attorney with my experience and ability.  A portion of my practice is also dedicated 
to serving indigent clients in criminal court and in abuse/neglect/dependency court. 

 

5. Have you ever been publicly or privately disciplined by the North Carolina State Bar or any other 

professional or occupational licensing authority in North Carolina or any other state?  “Disciplined” should 

be read to include reprimands, censures, and warnings in addition to license suspension, surrender, 

revocation, and disbarment. Is the State Bar or any governmental authority considering a complaint against 

you at the present time? Have you ever been found in contempt of court? For each “yes” answer, please tell 

us what happened and describe the outcome of the matter. 

 

No.  I have never been disciplined, nor do I have any pending actions.  I have never been 
found to be in contempt of court. 

 

6. Please describe the nature and extent of any pro bono work you have done. Is there a pro bono matter to 

which you have contributed that best illustrates your values? 

 

Again, as a private practitioner, I have the privilege of being able to select the clients and 
matters that I litigate.  I have accepted many clients pro bono, and in some instances, due to 
client’s inability to pay after the start of proceedings, paying clients become pro bono clients.  
I have accepted cases from N. C. Legal Aid, as I have volunteered with the divorce clinic at N.C. 
Legal Aid.  I have accepted cases from members of my church who cannot afford legal 
services.  My firm has sponsored clinics on Wills and Estates and provided assistance with 
documentation for the attendees.  In many instances, our firm has cross-over issues with 
indigent criminal clients that we offer assistance. 

 

Concerning law and policy: 



 

7. North Carolina incarcerates an extraordinary number of people, including persons convicted of non-violent 

crimes. Those who are incarcerated are disproportionately people of color.  What if anything should the 

legislature and our courts do to address the issues of mass incarceration and racial bias in the administration 

of justice? 

 

I think it is important to understand the term and meaning behind “the administration of 
justice.”  I am well aware that a disproportionate amount of people of color are incarcerated 
and charged with crimes.  I think that this issue is not a one dimensional or one solution fits all 
issue.  At this stage, the first thing that should occur is the acknowledgement that racial bias 
exists in the administration of justice.  The courts, specifically, have the ability to acknowledge 
and factor into any decision the racial bias, and socioeconomic bias, that are present in many 
issues. 
 

8. Should the North Carolina General Assembly abolish the death penalty? 

 

I personally do not support the death penalty, as I do not believe that the death penalty can 
be administered fairly under current law and practices.  However, if I were ever able to be in a 
position of judgement in a death penalty case, I would consider the racial and 
socioeconomical bias that exist. 
 

9. What, if anything, should be done to improve access to justice for people with limited financial means or 

who mistrust the system? How should courts handle requests to waive court costs, fines, failure to appear 

fees, probation supervision fees and attorney’s fees in criminal court, prayers for judgment continued, and 

similar requests? 

 

I think that the key to providing access as well as addressing mistrust is education.  I think that 
it is important to utilize any contact with the justice system as an opportunity to teach.  I think 
that there is no, nor should there be, a cookie cutter approach to the administration of justice.  
Matters, such as fees and costs, should be addressed on a case-by-case basis. 
 

10. What is your position on bail?  What, if any, changes need to be made to the current bond schedule? 

 

In some instances, bail is necessary.  Bail should not be used as pre-punishment, but to ensure 
the return to court 

 

11. What can be done to improve language access for parties, victims, and witnesses during court proceedings? 

 

 

I think that generic messages regarding the process/court proceeding and what is to occur 
could be recorded and played at the beginning of each court session.  The recording could 
provide next steps for the affected listener and cut down on confusion in the process. 

 

12. Do courts have the authority to shorten prison sentences and release prisoners in the interests of justice and 

in response to emergencies like the current pandemic? 

 

I have not found case law to support such an idea.  I do know that motions for appropriate 
relief can be filed to address a previously entered judgement, but I have not found caselaw to 
support such a position. 
 

13. What does racial equity mean to you and how will racial equity inform your work as a superior court 

judge? Have you any special training in issues related to racial disparities and equities? 



 

Understanding that the call of the question focuses on a superior court judge, but as a district 
court judge I think that racial equity would be a factor to consider in many decisions.  Racial 
equity, to me, means that a review of matters, on a case-by-case basis, to see if race played a 
negative role in the charging of the incident, or the investigation of the matter at hand.  I have 
not had any specific training on the issue of racial disparities and equities, but I have 
experienced dealing with cases where injustices were present based on race 

 

14. What are your thoughts on Durham’s current diversion programs? If you believe these programs should be 

changed in any way please describe how and why.  

 

I think that the programs are underfunded.  I also believe that diversion programs are 
necessary and can work.  As cost are normally associated with such programs, many people 
cannot take advantage of some of them due to financing.  There should be a method of 
providing grants for people in need of assistance so that they can participate in programs that 
will allow for records to remain clean, minor charges to be dismissed, and people to have 
access to the help they need. 
 

15.  What population, if any, is currently underserved, and what remedies can be implemented? 

 

In Durham, I have found in my practice that we are a community of strong advocates and 
attorneys willing to serve underserved individuals.  However, I think that the underserved 
community in Durham are now the folks in the lower socioeconomic financial bracket.  People are 
not able to afford to live here in Durham and resources are limited.  The underserved in Durham 
are the poor…..and housing is the key 
 
16.  What should the court do when both the defense and prosecution agree upon a bond request or 

agree on a lawful plea? 

 

I think that the defense, prosecution, and the judge have roles to fill in any criminal resolution.  As 
a judge, I would have the ethical responsibility to review each matter before me to determine if 
the people I serve in the State of North Carolina, in the County of Durham, would benefit from the 
agreement before me.  As with the racial bias that is found throughout the judicial system in a 
“lawful” manner, a “lawful” plea may not be what is just and fair for the citizens I serve 

 

Again, Thank you.  Please do not forget to provide us with your resume or biographical statement. 


