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US SENATE 
Deborah Ross has both the positions on issues and the experience that we need in the US Senate and 
has the full-throated endorsement of PA PAC. We believe that Ross will win the seat for progressives. 
She served over five terms in the General Assembly (resigning after she was “double-bunked” with Grier 
Martin in the 2010 redistricting). She is an attorney and managed the NC ACLU for seven years. She 
most recently served as counsel for GoTriangle, our regional transportation authority. She has left this 
position in order to campaign full-time for the US Senate election. She is endorsed by Emily’s List and 
the Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee.  She is well on her way to defeating Richard Burr. 
 
US HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, DISTRICT 1 
G.K. Butterfield is a Democrat, seeking his sixth term, and currently serves on the House Committee on 
Energy and Commerce and is chair of the Congressional Black Caucus. He advocated for the American 
Clean Energy and Security Act, which would have established an emissions trading plan had it cleared 
the Senate. He helped pass the Affordable Care Act (better known as ObamaCare) and the Iran Nuclear 
Agreement Review Act of 2015, which gave Congress oversight of deals with the country. Congress 
recently passed The Route to Opportunity and Development Act (H.R. 2211) and Military Corridor 
Transportation Improvement Act (H.R. 1844) as part of Butterfield’s agenda to designate “future 
interstates” in eastern North Carolina. 
 
US HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, DISTRICT 4 
Democrat David Price stands with PA on the issues. Price has fought against federal funding cuts in 
education and supports measures to make college more accessible and affordable. He supports real 
campaign finance reform to reduce the power of money interests in national elections, including donor 
reporting by super PACs and brighter separation between such organizations and the candidates they 
back. Price has defended federal clean air and water laws against assaults by congressional republicans 
and supports measures to combat global warming. He supports investments in clean energy and green 
industries.  He supports sensible legislation to reduce gun violence.  He is solid on gender equality, paid 
family leave, voting rights, and civil rights generally. He opposes HB 2 and has called upon the state 
legislature to repeal the law. PA PAC has repeatedly endorsed David Price for the fourth district seat and 
he has not let us down.  
 
NORTH CAROLINA GOVERNOR 
Roy Cooper is our candidate for governor. His credentials as a progressive are solid. He opposes the so-
called tax reforms rammed through General Assembly by republicans in recent years. He strongly 
supports public education and decries the republican assault on public schools and public school 
teachers. He opposes vouchers and unlimited and unregulated charter schools. As a candidate he 
opposed the voter ID requirement which he felt obliged to defend as attorney general. When it passed, 
he urged the governor to veto the law. He supports a nonpartisan redistricting commission and opposes 
affiliated party committees. He would restore expanded early voting, straight party voting and same-day 
registration. He supports the immediate expansion of Medicaid coverage. He supports equal rights for 
the LGBT community and he urged the governor to veto legislation allowing magistrates to avoid 
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performing gay marriages. He is a vocal critic of HB2.  He refused to defend it and has called for its 
immediate repeal.  He is a defender of consumer rights and the environment. He opposes the republican 
push for fracking. While he does not oppose the death penalty, he supports the work of the innocence 
commission and would restore the Racial Justice Act repealed by the republican legislature. 
 
Cooper is a dedicated if reserved and careful public servant. During our interview he was guarded at 
first, but became increasingly passionate as our time with him progressed. He has served the public in 
both houses of the legislature and three terms as Attorney General. He can build the campaign and 
attract the voters and resources necessary to win. As election day nears, his steady, on point 
campaigning is paying off; he is leading in most polls.  North Carolina needs Cooper. 
 
NORTH CAROLINA LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR 
Linda Coleman is our candidate for Lieutenant Governor. Linda ran with our support in 2012 and missed 
winning by a margin of 6,800 votes out of more than 4.3 million votes cast. Her vote total exceeded that 
of Walter Dalton, our candidate for governor that year. We believe that this time out, with a strong 
gubernatorial candidate on the ticket, Coleman can win. Linda Coleman is a genuine progressive with a 
solid record of public service in appointed and elected offices. She was for a time Chairman of the Wake 
County Board of County Commissioners. She served three terms in the North Carolina House of 
representatives and she was director of State Personnel in the Perdue administration. She is a strong 
supporter of public education and a harsh critic of Forest’s support for republican initiatives like 
vouchers and unlimited charters. She believes in building an educated work force as the key to 
economic development that reaches down to ordinary people. The Lieutenant Governor sits on the 
State Board of Education. She supports a non-partisan redistricting process. She opposes voter ID laws. 
She would break the Hardison amendment shackles binding our environmental regulatory agencies and 
she supports Medicaid expansion. She opposes republican tax reforms because they unfairly shift the 
tax burden to middle class and lower middle class tax payers. She opposes the death penalty.  
 
NORTH CAROLINA ATTORNEY GENERAL 
Josh Stein has the experience and values the people of North Carolina need in their Attorney General. 
For eight years, Josh served as Senior Deputy Attorney General for Consumer Protection where he 
worked to ensure that big corporations played by the rules and treated people fairly. For four terms, 
Josh served in the state Senate on the Judiciary Committee and was a champion for public education, 
clean energy, consumer protections, environmental safeguards, and public safety. As Attorney General, 
he will put the people of North Carolina first as he has done for his entire career.  
 
NORTH CAROLINA AUDITOR 
Beth Wood, a Democrat, wrested this important Council of State Office away from republican Les 
Merritt back in 2008 with PA PAC’s endorsement. Since then she has proved to be an able watchdog 
over state government and public money. PAC likes her no-fear-or-favor approach to the auditor’s 
duties looking for government waste, fraud and folly wherever it may be found. She was a critic of no-
bid, no-review contracting in the Department of Health and Human Services under McCrory appointee, 
Aldona Wos. Recently her office has recently exposed systematic overbilling in the prison system. Beth 
Wood has earned our support for another term. 
 
NORTH CAROLINA COMMISSIONER OF AGRICULTURE 
Walter Smith is making his second bid for the office of Commissioner of Agriculture. He was raised in 
Robeson County, on a family farm that grew many crops and housed hogs and cattle. He received a BS in 
Agricultural Engineering from NC State University and taught Vocational Agriculture at a high school 
after graduating. In terms of political roles, Smith later took a job with the US Dept. of Agriculture Farm 
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Service Agency and the Executive Director of the Yadkin County office. In this role his priority was to 
provide prompt service to landowners and farmers that visited the office looking for loans or disaster 
relief programs. 
 
For the past 26 years he has owned his own farm in Yadkin County, and is a father of two boys and a 
grandfather of two. He has also served on the town council and as mayor of Boonville, a member of the 
first Yadkin County Community School Boards and was President of the NCSU College of Agriculture and 
Life Sciences Alumni Board. Walter Smith is passionate about include food security especially for 
children, family farms and the loss thereof, and animal welfare such as the eradication of puppy mills. 
Smith has a background that is well suited for this position and knows firsthand the challenges that 
farmers face today. 
 
NORTH CAROLINA COMMISSIONER OF LABOR 
Charles Meeker is running for Commissioner of Labor. He is the former Mayor of Raleigh, from 2001 to 
2011.He has a background in law, having received his undergraduate education at Yale University and 
his law degree at Columbia University Law. Prior to serving as mayor of Raleigh, he served on the city's 
City Council and advocated for better public transportation and downtown redevelopment. In his spare 
time, he enjoys running and spending time with his wife, Anne. 
 
Charles is running for Commissioner of Labor with three issues in mind: worker safety, employee 
classification, and worker payments. He is striving to ensure that workers are safe on the job, employees 
are classified correctly so that they receive all the benefits they are entitled to, and all workers are fairly 
paid for the work that they do. Just as he was a strong mayor of Raleigh for 10 years, Charles aims to use 
this same leadership to bring positive change across the state. 
 
NORTH CAROLINA SECRETARY OF STATE 
Elaine Marshall has served as Secretary of State since 1997, when she became the first woman to serve 
on the Council of State. Her views and actions align with PA, including support for consumer protection 
and fair treatment for all North Carolinians. Her office supports small businesses and helps to strengthen 
North Carolina’s economy. Her work has been recognized by diverse groups, including Common Cause 
and the U.S. Chamber of Commerce. 
 
NORTH CAROLINA SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 
June Atkinson has been endorsed by PA PAC since she first ran for State Superintendent in 2004. We 
have not been disappointed. She has been a steady and unwavering advocate for the best public 
education for North Carolina children. Under her leadership, North Carolina’s high school graduation 
rate has jumped from 68% to an all-time high of 86%. Atkinson supports improving teacher pay, smaller 
class sizes, and finding real solutions for low-performing schools. She opposes vouchers and wants the 
Department of Public Instruction to have effective oversight of charters. She is opposed to what she 
calls the “privatization” of education under the policies of the republican-led legislature.  
 
NORTH CAROLINA TREASURER 
Dan Blue III is a democratic candidate for Treasurer of the State of North Carolina. His platform includes 
fiscally responsible leadership that respects and protects public employees, taxpayers, and communities 
throughout the state. The state Treasurer is responsible for managing and investing the state 
government’s pension and other investment accounts. That makes the Treasurer’s fiscal competence 
and responsibility critical. Dan supports state action to address global warming, clean renewable energy 
development, and the safe handling of coal ash and other toxic industrial waste. He pledges to "ensure 
that the construction of new infrastructure is sustainable and has the smallest possible environmental 
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impact." Dan is a well-respected lawyer with years of experience in banking, bond financing, and 
investments law.  A Duke grad, Dan is a native of Raleigh and comes from a family active in public 
service. He is the son of Dan Blue Jr., former Speaker of North Carolina House of Representatives and 
current Senate Minority Leader.    
 
NORTH CAROLINA STATE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
PA PAC supports incumbents Floyd McKissick (Senate 20), Mike Woodard (Senate 22), Larry Hall 
(House 29), Paul Luebke (House 30), H. M. (Mickey) Michaux (House 31), and Graig Meyer (House 50) 
for re-election.  These Durham legislators have for the last few years formed the core of progressive 
conscience in the North Carolina House and Senate.  They have worked tirelessly for voting rights, open 
and transparent government, LGBTQ rights, coal ash cleanup and a clean environment, women’s rights, 
tax fairness, strong public education, affordable health care, strong and independent local governments, 
and the interests of ordinary people in their homes and lives.  Durham’s current legislative delegation 
has earned the admiration of their democrat colleagues from all over the state and even the begrudging 
respect of the Republican leadership.  Durham citizens should be proud of the work they do for 
everyone.  Let’s send them all back.  There is so much to do! 
 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 
PA PAC endorses newcomers Heidi Carter and James Hill, Jr., and incumbents Brenda Howerton, 
Wendy Jacobs, and Ellen Reckhow. They are running unopposed as the nominees of the Democratic 
Party.  
 
Brenda Howerton – Brenda Howerton was originally elected to the Durham BOCC with only PA PAC 
support in 2008.  PA PAC split with Brenda over her support for the 751 South development, but today 
we urge you to vote for Brenda as a part of unified leadership team for Durham County.  She is 
passionately concerned about job creation and equity in Durham’s economic growth.  She is an advocate 
for youth at risk and the welfare of seniors. 
 
Wendy Jacobs – Before joining the Board of Commissioners in 2012, Jacobs was a school teacher and 
member of the City-County Planning Commission. She is thorough, thoughtful, and passionate. She has 
used her position as a commissioner to advocate for better public schools, for services for seniors, for 
job creation and reduced barriers to employment. Currently she serves as chair of the Joint City-County 
Planning Committee which oversees the deployment of planning resources. She advocates for the 
environment and neighborhoods. She will protect our housing stock and expand affordable housing. PA 
PAC supported Jacobs when she ran in 2012 and she has more than earned the organization’s renewed 
support in 2016. 
 
Ellen Reckhow – She has served on the Board of County Commissioners since 1988 and has served as the 
board’s chair and vice-chair. She will continue to be a champion for safe neighborhoods, sustainable 
development, sound educational programs, and accountable, user-friendly government. Reckhow will 
continue to make county government more transparent, accessible, efficient, and effective. She is 
deeply concerned about the future of Durham County in regard to the opportunity gap, growth and 
affordable housing, and services for the mentally ill. PA PAC has supported Reckhow for many years and 
she has proven to be a reliable ally for our issues and values. 
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Heidi Carter – As a member and chair of the school board, Carter has demonstrated herself to be a 
tireless and energetic leader. She does her homework. Her responses to the PA PAC questionnaire are a 
serious plan of action for county government. She sees quality education as a key to broadening 
Durham’s prosperity to all residents. Carter will build a more effective partnership between Durham 
Public Schools and county government. Carter is a strong advocate for affordable housing. She is a 
neighborhood advocate and she is concerned about the displacement and marginalization that comes 
with higher rents and home prices. We need Carter on our county team. 
 
James Hill, Jr. – Few candidates know PA’s priorities and values better than James Hill. As a former PA 
board member and PAC leader, he helped shape and articulate them. Hill is a former member of 
Durham’s Human Relations Commission. He will be a reliable advocate for our public schools and will 
focus on ending the school-to-prison pipeline. He supports expanding pre-K. He wants expanded job 
training. Hill supports affordable housing and is will urge developers to include an affordable component 
in their projects. He is concerned about conditions at the jail and will advocate for their improvement. 
We are enthusiastic that James Hill has decided to step into this election.  
 
DURHAM COUNTY REGISTER OF DEEDS 
Sharon Davis’s legal training, experience in the office, qualifications, life story and commitment to 
process improvement while maintaining continuity of service all make her the best candidate for 
Durham County Register of Deeds. She has served 26 years in the Register’s office, is currently serving as 
the Register of Deeds, and prior to this as the Chief Assistant. She is one of a few recipients of the 
Charles W. Moore Award for Excellence from the N.C. Association of Registers of Deeds. Davis’s 
commitment to process improvement while maintaining continuity of service in the Register’s office will 
serve Durham well. We need an experienced hand in this important office whose functions touch the 
lives of all Durham residents. She is running unopposed as the nominee of the Democratic Party. 
 
NORTH CAROLINA SUPREME COURT 
Judge Mike Morgan is a highly respected trial court judge with more than twenty years on the bench. In 
that time he has handled the widest possible range of legal issues. No other candidate can match the 
depth and breadth of his experience. He has strong ties to Durham. He is a graduate of Duke University 
and North Carolina Central Law School. Although he is based in Raleigh, he frequently holds court in 
Durham. We praise his knowledge of the law, his judicial demeanor, his work ethic, his patience and 
impartiality, and his respect for litigants, attorneys, witnesses, and court staff.  
 
Morgan is a regular instructor at the National Judicial College –an organization created to train new 
judges and sharpen the skills of those who have experience on the bench. His desire to reduce the 
number of people in our jails and prisons through better funding of agencies and programs for the 
mentally ill, substance abusers, and other vulnerable persons aligns with our values. Judge Morgan also 
supports raising the age for youthful offenders. Morgan is a registered Democrat. 
This election is a battle for control of the judicial branch of North Carolina government. Currently, there 
are four conservative or conservative-leaning justices and three justices who could be considered 
progressive or progressive leaning.  
 
NORTH CAROLINA COURT OF APPEALS 
Judge Abraham Jones. The committee recommends endorsement of Abraham Jones. Judge Jones’ 
reputation for progressivism, and the prospect of a progressive appeals court judge contributing to 
North Carolina jurisprudence was compelling.  
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Judge Linda Stephens. Judge Stephens was seen as a near perfect candidate from a progressive 
perspective, and the committee was excited at the prospect of her re-election to the North Carolina 
Court of Appeals. Despite being the first in her family to graduate high school, this did not stop her from 
obtaining an undergraduate degree at the University of South Carolina, and later her JD from the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. This was the first of many firsts for Linda, as she later became 
the first female partner of her law firm and the first woman to act as President for the NC Association of 
Defense Attorneys. 
 
Linda has had an accomplished ten years working in the Court of Appeals to ensure that she is both fair 
and effective in her judgments. She has accumulated a number of awards, including Lawyers Weekly’s 
Women of Justice Award, the J. Robert Elster Award for Professional Excellence, and being named one 
of the top 50 female lawyers in NC by Super Lawyers Magazine. Her deep understanding of the law has 
earned her respect from coworkers and peers across the political spectrum, making her an excellent 
choice for her incumbent seat. 
 
Judge Rickye McKoy-Mitchell is star material, with a compelling past and exceptional current 
involvement on issues that translate well to the appellate court. She has presided in trial all the district 
courts: criminal, civil, domestic violence, child support, child support, domestic and juvenile courts. She 
also has administrative law and assistant district attorney experience. Judge McKoy-Mitchell has used 
her position to educate legislators on tensions inherent in trying and sentencing minors as adults and 
the practical impact of voter identification laws, demonstrating a commitment to addressing implicit 
bias at both individual and systemic levels. 
 
Judge Vince Rozier, Jr. is a rising star, with a great career ahead of him. He is clearly the better 
candidate for this Court of Appeals seat. He has been a superior court judge in Wake County for ten 
years. He has presided over civil, criminal, and government cases at the most complex level. Of the 
fifteen sitting judges on this important appellate court, only three ever served as a judge at the trial 
level. Rozier’s views on incarceration, capital punishment, and civil rights align with PA’s values. His 
judicial performance review ratings are among the highest in the state. Rozier is a democrat. His 
opponent, Richard Dietz, a republican, was appointed to the Court of Appeals by Governor McCrory to 
fill a vacant seat. 
 
His views on incarceration, capital punishment, and civil rights align with PA’s values. His judicial 
performance review ratings are among the highest in the state. 
 
DISTRICT COURT JUDGE 
Shamieka Rhinehart has made strong contributions on a number of progressive fronts, particularly in 
racial equity training, willingness to address the “school to prison pipeline,” and alternatives to 
incarceration, as well as her existing responsibilities within the DA’s office mean that she will be an 
outstanding District Court Judge. 
 
SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT SUPERVISOR 
Danielle Adams has a strong and long record of progressive service to the people of Durham and North 
Carolina, including 8 years of experience in this position. Adams received the Outstanding District 
Supervisor of the Year award from the North Carolina Association of Soil and Water Conservation 
Districts in 2012, and in 2014 was selected as a fellow to the Young Climate Leaders Network. She is also 
a member and state director of the Young Elected Officials Network. We support Danielle because she 
views her position as one in which she can continue to put her passion for a greener, healthier way of 
living, and a cleaner and safer environment, to use by securing funding for the District. She will continue 
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to focus on educating the residents and the business owners of Durham on sustainability, restoration, 
preservation, and conservation.  Adams received her BA in political science from North Carolina Central 
University and studied Environmental Politics and Policy Analysis at Appalachian State University.  
 
REFERENDA 
Please vote “YES” on all four bond issues, School Bonds, Library Facilities Bonds, Community College 
Bonds, and Museum Bonds. The Durham County Board of Commissioners has laid $170 million in bonds 
before the electorate to pay for: 
 
Education, $90,870,000, including a new Northern High School and renovations to Eno Valley 

Elementary School;  
 
Libraries, $44,725,000, including a major enlargement and overhaul of the aging main library downtown; 
 
Durham Technical Community College; $20,195,000, including new facilities for automotive and 

construction training; and 
 
The North Carolina Museum of Life and Science, $14,210,000, including parking facilities and expanded 

new space for exhibits and education. 
 
PA PAC supports all four proposed bonds.  Each of the bond issues will support enhanced education 
opportunities in a growing Durham county. It is a theme that PAC is completely behind.  Fortunately, 
Durham County enjoys an excellent AAA bond rating.  These bonds represent a fitting deployment of the 
County’s borrowing power. 
 
ABOUT PA PAC 
For nearly 40 years, the People’s Alliance Political Action Committee has been a vital part of the political 
life of Durham. PA-PAC takes the business of candidate endorsements very seriously. Candidates are 
asked to submit responses to questionnaires designed to test their political positions and their 
understanding of important issues. Candidates are interviewed by PAC leaders. At the PAC’s 
endorsement meeting, every member stands on an equal footing in the debate, and everyone who 
wishes to be heard is given the opportunity to speak. Endorsements are decided not by a small 
committee, but by a vote of the whole membership. To learn more about the People’s Alliance and its 
PAC, visit www.durhampa.org and click on the PA PAC button. The candidates’ responses to this 
election’s PA-PAC questionnaires are posted on the PAC webpage at www.peoplesalliancepac.org . 

http://www.durhampa.org/
http://www.peoplesalliancepac.org/

