
DWD Canada Letter-writing Toolkit – May 2015 

Three months after the Supreme Court struck down the ban on physician assisted dying, Ottawa 
has said it doesn’t plan to legislate before this year’s federal election. With only nine months left 
until the old law expires, Canadians are calling on their lawmakers, both federal and provincial, to 
develop new rules around end-of-life choice that respond to the high court’s courageous decision.  

What we need. It’s time we sought bold leadership on assisted dying from our federal and 
provincial governments. In particular, we must ask our lawmakers to honour the Supreme Court’s 
decision by crafting rules that promote universal access, prioritize individual choice and 
protect the most vulnerable members of society. 

How you can participate. DWD Canada is calling on its supporters to reach out to their elected 
officials. Nothing is more effective than personal letters and emails sent directly to MPs and 
provincial representatives. Including a request for a meeting is also helpful. There is no official 
deadline for this action, but in order to maximize our combined impact, please send your letters 
or emails by June 25, 2015. 

How we can help. We’ve developed a toolkit to help you craft a compelling appeal. Because form 
letters carry little weight with politicians, it is imperative that your letter or email is in your own 
words.  

Tone is equally critical. While it may feel good to vent, effective engagement happens when we 
seek to educate rather than berate. Avoid being strident, use respectful language and ensure your 
letter or email includes proper salutations. Also, please refrain from using partisan language. 
Because support for assisted dying is strong among Canadians of all political stripes, we believe 
it’s possible, and necessary, to work with all parties to deliver the results we need.  

The toolkit. The example below applies to MPs. (Just a note: Letters sent to MPs don’t require any 
postage.) You can then modify it to create a letter to send to your provincial representatives.  

Date 

[MP’s name] 
House of Commons 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A 0A6 

CC: The Honourable Peter MacKay 
Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada 
House of Commons 
Ottawa, Ontario 
Canada K1A 0A6 



 
Dear Mr./Ms. [Representative’s name], MP for [Your riding] 

 
The introduction:  
 
At the beginning of the first paragraph, introduce yourself as a constituent in your representative’s 
riding. You may also want to identify yourself as a DWD Canada chapter member/coordinator.  
 

**In clear, concise language, urge your representative to stand up for assisted dying 
legislation that honours the wording and the spirit of the Supreme Court of Canada’s 
February 6 decision.** 
 

The body: 
 
1) Tell your elected officials that you, part of the 84 per cent of Canadians who support the 
right to assisted dying, will be vigilant in ensuring the key elements of the Supreme Court’s 
decision are affirmed in legislation. Some of these principles are:  

• Physician Assisted Dying must be available by February 6, 2016, when the Criminal 
Code ban on physician assisted dying is set to expire. MPs should invest whatever time 
and energy is required to meet the Court’s deadline so no one need endure additional 
days, weeks or months of unbearable suffering. 
 

• Access to assisted dying must be provided to grievously and irremediably ill 
individuals who are suffering unbearably. Physician Assisted Dying must be made 
available according to the Supreme Court’s decision: to those with a serious and 
incurable medical condition from illness, disease or disability. Individuals who are 
afflicted with severe, chronic degenerative illnesses (ALS or Huntington’s Disease, for 
example) but aren’t expected to die for years must have access to assisted dying. 

 
• Physicians can assist patients to die with prescriptions or injections. By allowing 

physicians to administer injections as well as prescribe medication, the Supreme Court 
has ensured that all individuals have the right to a gentle death.  
 

2) Ask your provincial representative what they are doing to advance access to PAD. With 
nine months left the time for action is now. No one should have to wait an extra hour, let alone a 
day, a week or a month to access a peaceful and compassionate death. 
 
3) Share your wishes for laws that prioritize universal access and patient-centred care. 
When it comes to healthcare, Canadians stand up for patient choice and equality of access time 
and time again. Look to your representatives to affirm these cherished Canadian values as they 
form their positions on assisted dying.  
 
4) Use personal experience. Stories change hearts and minds. If at all possible, include a short 
personal story to illustrate why the government should make access to assisted dying a reality for 
grievously ill Canadians. Did you watch a loved one suffer in agony through a drawn-out terminal 



illness? Do you fear that you will face a similar fate? Or were you simply inspired by the late Gloria 
Taylor, who fought for years for Canadians to have the right to die with dignity? We learned from 
Quebec, which is already in the process of implementing a framework for assisted dying, that 
personal stories were crucial in motivating legislators to vote for choice.  
 
5) Include your professional qualifications/background, if applicable. Are you a registered 
healthcare professional? Let your MP know. Tell them how your work has shaped your 
perspective on end-of-life care. Do you have a significant disability? Let your MP know. The 
government is concerned about heeding the concerns and wishes of the disability community. 
Whatever your background or work experience, let your MP know. They are interested in hearing 
from people from all walks of life. 

 
The summary:  
 
Summarize the crux of your argument. In a sentence or short paragraph, reiterate the main points 
you made in the body of your letter.  
 
The close:  
 
Finish your letter by thanking your elected officials for their consideration. A little kindness goes a 
long way.  

 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 

[Your name] 
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