
 
 

 

DWDC Toolkit: Talk with your MP about Bill C-14 

Dying With Dignity Canada has crafted a toolkit to help supporters voice their choice to their local 

Members of Parliament about Bill C-14, the government’s new legislation for physician-assisted 

dying. 

Though we’re heartened that the government is taking steps to formally legalize physician-

assisted dying, we’re troubled by the contents of the bill. If passed, the proposed law will 

severely restrict access to end-of-life choice to those Canadians with chronic degenerative 

illnesses and those who want to make advance requests for assistance in dying. Bill C-14 does 

not comply with the Supreme Court’s decision in Carter v. Canada, and it likely violates the 

Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms because it discriminates against groups of Canadians 

on the basis of their diagnoses. 

Arranging a meeting or call with your MP 

 To identify your MP and their contact information, please refer to the Parliament of 
Canada website: http://www.parl.gc.ca/Parliamentarians/en/members 

 Be friendly and polite when setting up your meeting; 

 Communicate your main goal for the meeting (i.e. that you would like to discuss 

important changes to Bill C-14). 

Research 

Before speaking with your MP, please take a look at the text of the bill. It may also be helpful do 

some background research on your MP to see if they have spoken publicly about assisted dying 

and how they may have voted on related issues in the past. Politicians who sat in Parliament in 

2010 are on record as to how they voted on private member’s Bill C-384, introduced by the late 

Bloc MP Francine Lalonde. 

Ask for action 

Kindly ask your MP whether they would be willing to speak out in support of the following possible 
amendments to Bill C-14: 

Question #1: Do you support amending Bill C-14 to bring the eligibility criteria for assistance in 
dying in line with those laid out in the Supreme Court’s decision in Carter v. Canada? 

DWDC’s viewpoint: The eligibility criteria outlined in Bill C-14 are much more restrictive than the 
ones laid out in the Supreme Court’s decision in Carter v. Canada. This raises questions about 
whether the current bill, if passed as is, would violate the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms. 

In contrast with the criteria laid out in the Supreme Court’s decision in Carter v. Canada, Bill C-14 
forbids access to assisted dying to all desperately ill patients except those whose “natural death is 
reasonably foreseeable.” In addition to being unacceptably vague, this policy would, in practice, 
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exclude many Canadians who are suffering intolerably as a result of chronic conditions such as ALS, 
Huntington’s disease or Multiple Sclerosis, but whose deaths are not necessarily imminent.  

The bill must be amended so its eligibility requirements are consistent with those laid out in the 
Supreme Court’s ruling, which establishes assisted dying as a right for “a competent adult person 
who (1) clearly consents to the termination of life and (2) has a grievous and irremediable medical 
condition (including an illness, disease or disability) that causes enduring suffering that is 
intolerable to the individual in the circumstances of his or her condition.” (“Irremediable,” 
according to the Supreme Court’s definition, “does not require the patient to undertake treatments 
that are not acceptable to the individual.”) 

Question #2: Do you support amending the bill to allow for Canadians with a diagnosis for a serious 
medical condition to make advance requests for medical assistance in dying? 

DWDC’s viewpoint: Bill C-14 offers no provision for Canadians looking to make advance request 
for assisted dying. Instead, it stipulates that patients must be capable until the moment the assisted 
death is provided. In DWDC’s view, prohibiting advance requests for assisted dying discriminates 
against Canadians diagnosed with dementia or other degenerative conditions that rob victims of 
capacity. For example, a person with a recent Alzheimer’s diagnosis would almost certainly not be 
able to access assisted dying under the rules outlined in the proposed bill. This is because by the 
time her suffering becomes intolerable and her death becomes “reasonably foreseeable,” she will 
have long since lost the capacity to consent. Unless the bill is amended to allow for requests for 
assisted dying, nothing will have been done to prevent cases like that of B.C.’s Gillian Bennett, who 
ended her own life in 2010 — while she was still competent and could still hold her own in debates 
about Shakespeare’s works —  in order to escape the creeping onset of dementia. 

Moreover, the ban on advance requests for assisted dying has disturbing implications for eligible 
individuals who have already requested an assisted death but who then suffer a sudden loss of 
capacity before their wishes can be carried out. For example, an individual bedridden with terminal 
cancer who meets all the criteria for assisted dying is scheduled for an assisted death on a Monday. 
However, on Saturday, the individual unexpectedly suffers a stroke, leaving her incapacitated but 
still very much alive. She will now be denied access to assistance in dying, despite her unequivocal, 
enduring wish for relief from her suffering. Others with the same terminal cancer diagnosis may 
access assisted dying days or weeks before they are fully ready to, just to avoid the same fate. Thus, 
in some circumstances, allowing advance consent for assisted dying could be considered a life-
extending measure. 

We believe Bill C-14 should be amended to allow Canadians diagnosed with a medical condition 
that is or may become grievous and irremediable to make advance requests for assisted dying. 
According to a February 2016 poll commissioned by DWDC and conducted by Ipsos Reid, eight in 
10 Canadians are supportive of this policy. 

Follow up 

Send a thank you email or letter to your MP and let the DWDC National Office know theresults of 

your discussion. Email us at political@dyingwithdignity.ca.
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