
We hope that you will consider 
becoming a part of the Christie 
Bentham Legacy Society. 

If you decide to leave a legacy, 
we’d love to hear from you so 
that we can thank you today 
and ensure that we honour 
your wishes for the future.

If you have any questions, 
please let us know: 

802 - 55 Eglinton Avenue East 
Toronto, ON, M4P 1G8

Toll free: 1-800-495-6156

www.dyingwithdignity.ca

donations@dyingwithdignity.ca

CAN MAKE UNWANTED 
SUFFERING AT END OF LIFE

A THING OF THE PAST

LEGACY
YOUR 



YOUR LEGACY 
GIFT OPTIONS
Have an enduring impact on 
Canadians seeking peace of 
mind at end of life

There are many ways to leave 
a legacy, for example:

BEQUESTS

A gift through your will can be a specific 
sum of money, a portion of the remainder 
of your estate, or a specific piece of 
property, such as a home.

Here is a sample of bequest language that 
can be added to your will:

“I give Dying With Dignity Canada (802-
55 Eglinton Ave. East, Toronto ON, M4P 
1G8) ______% of the residue of my estate 
(or the sum of $______) to be used for its 
general purposes.”

LIFE INSURANCE

You can donate life insurance by 
transferring ownership and beneficiary 
status of your policy to Dying With Dignity 
Canada.

RRSPS, RRIFS AND  
REGISTERED ANNUITIES

Designate Dying With Dignity Canada as 
the beneficiary of your registered plan.

* Please note that Dying With Dignity Canada 
cannot provide charitable tax receipts. But we 
can promise impactful human rights advocacy 
without constraints.

PROTECTING THE FUTURE 
OF END-OF-LIFE CHOICE  
IN CANADA

As a supporter of Dying With Dignity 
Canada, you have fuelled and guided us 
through a truly transformational time. With 
your support, we have emerged as the 
foremost defender of Canadians’ end-of-
life rights.

Now thousands of dying and suffering 
Canadians can choose to have a gentle 
death. While I am truly proud to share this 
achievement with you, I know it is not 
enough. The current federal legislation 
denies choice to tens of thousands of 
Canadians who have severe, chronic 
medical conditions that cause intolerable 
and enduring suffering. And many of those 
who are eligible for medical assistance in 
dying face significant barriers to access, 
preventing them from exercising their 
end-of-life rights. 

I know there is still much work to be done 
to ensure that Canadians today and in 
the years to come will have access to real 
end-of-life choice. However, knowing 
that we have committed supporters like 
you willing to consider leaving a legacy 
makes me confident that generations of 
Canadians to come will finally be able to 
realize their hard-won right to a peaceful 
death.

We are already so grateful for the enduring 
impact you’ve had on our work, and we 
thank you in advance for thinking about 
giving in this special way.

With deepest gratitude,

Shanaaz Gokool 
CEO, Dying With Dignity Canada

CHRISTIE BENTHAM’S 
REMARKABLE LEGACY

Christie Bentham was not afraid of dying 
but she was terrified of having a stroke that 
would render her unable to direct her care 
at end of life. 

Christie’s fears were recently realized 
and when it was clear that she would not 
recover, her family had her Advance Care 
Plan ready and honoured Christie’s wishes 
for no more medical intervention. While 
hers might not have been the gentlest 
of deaths, Christie’s family was grateful 
because they knew their mother’s wishes 
were being respected. 

But Christie’s commitment to the choice 
of a dignified death did not end with her 
own. Christie left a legacy in her will. Her 
gift came at one of the most critical times in 
our movement’s history and was the single 
largest donation that we received in 2016. 

Christie’s legacy helped us make a 
difference when Canada’s assisted dying 
law was being fiercely debated in the House 
of Commons and the Senate. We were 
directly involved in blocking the passage 
of a Senate amendment that would have 
required desperately ill Canadians to 
apply to a judge for permission to have an 
assisted death. 

Had we not been prepared to mobilize 
our resources quickly, 
we wouldn’t have been 
successful in convincing 
key members of the 
Senate to quash this 
disastrous proposal. Simply 
put, Christie’s gift was 
instrumental in our small 
but hugely consequential 
victory. 

Dying With Dignity Canada 
is immensely grateful for 
Christie’s incredible gift. Christie Bentham 
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