
 
 

DYING WITH DIGNITY CANADA  

  

(the “Corporation”)  

 
NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING OF MEMBERS 

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that an annual meeting of the Members of the Corporation 
will be held in Toronto, ON at the Northern District Library, 40 Orchard View Blvd, on 
Sunday the 28th day of May, 2017 at 1:30 pm and at any adjournment or 
adjournments thereof , for the following purposes: 

 
 To receive and consider the financial statements of the Corporation for the fiscal 

year ended December 31, 2016 together with the report of the public accountant 
thereon ; 

 
 To fix the number of Directors ; 

 
 To elect Directors; 

 
 To appoint a public accountant of the Corporation and to authorize the Directors 

to fix the remuneration of the public accountant; 

 
 To ratify all acts, by-laws and proceedi ngs of the Directors and Officers since the 

date of the last Annual Meeting of Members of the Corporation ; and 
 

 To transact such further or other business as may properly come before the 
meeting or any adjournment or adjournments thereof. 

 
The proposed candidates for the Board of Directors will be posted on our website by 
April 15, 2017.  Ifyou need a hard-copy of the candidate information mailed to you, 
please contact Valerie Fernandes, Director of Operations and Programs, at 
Valerie.Femandes @dyingwithdignity.ca and we will arrange for a package to be mailed 
to you . 
 
DATED AT Toronto, the 27th day of February 2017. 

 

 

f Directors. 

 
 
 

 



 

RESOLUTION OF THE MEMBERS OF  

DYING WITH DIGNITY CANADA  

  

(the “Corporation”)  

  

FIXING THE NUMBER OF DIRECTORS  

  

WHEREAS the Articles of Continuance provide for a minimum of four (4) directors 
and a maximum of twenty (20) directors of the Corporation; and 

 
WHEREAS a successful motion at the Annual General Meeting on May 28, 2017, fixed 

the number of directors of the Corporation to be elected at each Annual General Meeting at 
fifteen (15);  
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT   

 

1. The following are confirmed to be the present directors of the Corporation: 
 

* Carey Diamond  2-year term            
* Veronica Dolenc  1-year term  
* Isser Dubinsky  1-year term  
* Susan Hughson  2-year term 
* Jonathan Reggler 2-year term 
* Eva Kmiecic  2-year term   
* Shelley Birenbaum 2-year term         
* Jack Pasht    2-year term   
* Bradley Peter  1-year term       
* Derryck Smith  1-year term  
* Jim Cowan  2-year term  
* Leigh Naturkach 2-year term  

   

The undersigned, being the duly appointed ________________ of the Corporation, certifies that 
the above is a true and correct copy of a resolution of the Corporation, passed at a meeting 
of members held on the 28th day of May, 2017 by a majority of not less than 50% plus 1 of 
the votes cast by the members of the Corporation who voted in respect of the resolution, and 
the resolution is in full force and effect, unamended as of the date below.  
  

Dated the           day of                       , 2017.  
  

              _________________________________  
              [INSERT NAME] – [insert officer position]   



 

RESOLUTION OF THE MEMBERS 

OF 

DYING WITH DIGNITY CANADA 
 

(the “Corporation”) 
 

NEW OBJECTS OF THE CORPORATION 
 
 

RESOLVED that Dying with Dignity Canada is hereby described by the following 
objects of the corporation: 
 
To improve the moral and ethical development of the community by promoting respect 
for the human right to medical assistance in dying under the laws of Canada including 
the Constitution Act, 1867 and 1982 and the Charter of Rights and Freedoms;  
 
To uphold the administration and enforcement of the human right to medical assistance 
in dying under the laws of Canada including the Constitution Act, 1867 and 1982 and 
the Charter of Rights and Freedoms;  
 
To uphold the human right to medical assistance in dying under the laws of Canada 
including the Constitution Act, 1867 and 1982 and the Charter of Rights and Freedoms 
by supporting patients and their families at end-of-life and by supporting health care 
professionals who provide medical assistance in dying; and 
 
To advance education on the subject of medical assistance in dying and other end-of-life 
rights under the laws of Canada including the Constitution Act, 1867 and 1982 and the 
Charter of Rights and Freedoms.  

 
 

The undersigned, being the duly appointed [insert officer position] of the Corporation, 
certifies that the above is a true and correct copy of a resolution of the Corporation, passed 
at a meeting of members held on the 28th day of May, 2017 by a majority of not less than 50% 
plus 1 of the votes cast by the members of the Corporation who voted in respect of the 
resolution, and the resolution is in full force and effect, unamended as of the date below. 
 
Dated the           day of                       , 2017. 
 
 
       _________________________________ 
       [INSERT NAME] – [insert officer position]  
 



 

RESOLUTION OF THE MEMBERS 

OF 

DYING WITH DIGNITY CANADA 
 

(the “Corporation”) 
 

APPOINTMENT OF PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT  
 
 
 

RESOLVED that RZN LLP  is hereby appointed as the  public accountant of the 
Corporation until the close of the next annual meeting of the members or until a 
successor is duly appointed, at a remuneration to be fixed by the board of directors, 
the board of directors being hereby authorized to fix such remuneration.   
 
 

The undersigned, being the duly appointed [insert officer position] of the Corporation, 
certifies that the above is a true and correct copy of a resolution of the Corporation, passed 
at a meeting of members held on the 28th day of May, 2017 by a majority of not less than 50% 
plus 1 of the votes cast by the members of the Corporation who voted in respect of the 
resolution, and the resolution is in full force and effect, unamended as of the date below. 
 
Dated the           day of                       , 2017. 
 
 
       _________________________________ 
       [INSERT NAME] – [insert officer position]  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Annual General Meeting for the Year 2016 

May 29, 2016   2 pm EST 
Northern District Library, Toronto, Ontario 
 

Minutes 
 
Board members present: Jim Stephenson (Chair), Jack Pasht (Vice-Chair), Kent Kirkland 
(Treasurer), Carey Diamond, Susan Hughson, Milton Orris 
 
There were 81 members of Dying With Dignity Canada present. 
 
Guest speakers presenting the keynote addresses:  
 
Dr. Ellen Weibe 
Dr. Weibe shared her experiences as the first Canadian physician outside Quebec to 
provide assisted dying since the “interim period” came into effect on Feb. 6, 2016. She 
shared her personal journey as a women’s health doctor and how she quickly developed an 
interested in assisted dying when she learned in the fall of 2015 that palliative care 
physicians were not going to offer assisted dying services. She decided to speak out on 
behalf of Canadians’ right to choose an assisted death if they are suffering intolerably to ask 
other doctors to step up to provide assisted dying. We thanked her for her commitment to 
help suffering patients who want to have a gentle death at the time of their choice. 
 
Hon. Rob Oliphant, MP (Liberal, Don Valley West) 
As a former United Church Minister, Rob helped many people make end-of-life decisions. 
He became Chair of the Special Joint Committee appointed by Liberal government to study 
and advise on new federal legislation on assisted dying. This intense work gave him an 
appreciation of assisted dying as part of the continuum of care from birth to death. He has 
taken a public stand against Bill C-14 because it is not constitutional and will cause people 
to suffer needlessly. He is heartened that his constituents support his desire to improve the 
Bill and are overwhelmingly in favour of advance directives [advance consent]. He expects 
it to pass with a few amendments but will continue to work with DWDC in future to 
improve the law in Parliament and through the courts to ensure Canadians have their 
Charter rights respected.  
 

Annual General Meeting 2016 
 

1. Call to Order by President Jim Stephenson at 2:06pm EST 
Jim thanked the board of End of Life Planning Canada and acknowledged the DWDC 
staff and board, chapter leaders, active volunteers and donors that make it all possible. 
He gave special acknowledgment of Wanda Morris, who came on board as CEO during a 
difficult period and took DWDC forward in an important time.  

 



 

2. Appointment of Recording Secretary 
That Ellen Agger be appointed as Recording Secretary for this meeting.  

 
3. Acceptance of Agenda for May 29, 2016 
Motion: (David Amies, Robert Langford) That the agenda for the 2016 AGM be accepted 
as written.  CARRIED unanimously. 

 
4. Acceptance of Minutes for 2015 AGM 
Motion: (Bruce Folkard, Milton Orris) That the Minutes for the 2015 AGM be accepted 
as written.  CARRIED unanimously. 

 
5. Board Nominations and Elections 
Seven of the twelve members are currently on the board and it is proposed that they be 
elected for a one-year term:  
Carey Diamond, Susan Hughson (Incoming Vice-Chair), Kent Kirkland (Past Treasurer), 
Eva Kmiecic, Jack Pasht (Incoming Chair), Gareth Seltzer, Jim Stephenson (Past Board 
Chair) 
 
New board members to be elected for a two-year term: 
Veronica Dolenc (Treasurer), Dr. Isser Dubinsky, Wanda Morris, Bradley Peter, Dr. 
Derryck Smith 
 
Retiring or retired board members from 2015: 
Milton Orris (acknowledged), Francoise Hebert, David Robertson, Meg Westley 

 
Motion: (Susan Desjardins, Don Johns) That these candidates be elected as directors of 
the corporation. CARRIED unanimously. 

 
6. Operational Review and Treasurer’s Report Kent Kirkland 

 77% spent on programs, 13% on admin, 10% on fundraising 
 DWDC chose not to fight annulment; instead, focused on unrestrained advocacy to 

drive political change (78% of program spending) 
 11,000 active supporters 
 Client Support Program: served 650 people in 2015; now under ELPC since 

annulment of charitable status;  
 Up to 200 presentations in communities across Canada 
 800,000 website views; 46,000 Facebook Likes, 4400 Twitter followers 
 Financial situation: 

o Broke even in 2015 
o $1,000,000+ revenue 
o Budgeting lower revenue for 2016: presents challenges 
o Budgeting $91,000 deficit 
o Important to continue receiving donations 

 



 

Advocacy work: DWDC is allowed to advocate to protect rights (through Carter) moving 
forward, if we get charitable status back from CRA. 
 
Motion: (Kent Kirkland, Bruce Ratford) That the 2016 budget be approved. CARRIED 
unanimously. 
 
 a) 2015 Financial Results 
  Attached 
 b) 2016 Budget 
  Attached 
 
8. Appointment of Public Accountant (Auditors) Kent Kirkland 
Motion: (Kent Kirkland, Bruce Ratford): That Connell Hall LLP be appointed as the public 
accountant of the Corporation. CARRIED unanimously. 
 
9. Report of Fundraising Chair Jack Pasht   
   
DWDC’s new Chair thanked people at ELPC for their continued support. He remarked that 
in the Netherlands where assisted dying has been legal for decades, there are still non-
profit organizations like DWDC with large number of staff and 175,000 members. There is 
much need for our organization still and it needs to grow.  
 
We now have the Carter decision and the Charter, but the opposition’s resources are 
unlimited; we have to close the gap to continue to do the important work ahead. We will 
reach out to supporters in 2016 and hope you can reach out in your communities to help us 
raise much needed funds. 
 
Final comments by Shanaaz Gokool, CEO: 
Shanaaz acknowledged outgoing Chair Jim Stephenson and described him as diplomatic, 
charming and funny. She gave a huge thank you to all volunteers and supporters who help 
the staff so much do the work.  
 
10. Adjournment of AGM Jack Pasht 
Motion to adjourn: (Dr. Isser Dubinsky, Dr. David Amies). CARRIED unanimously. Meeting 
adjourned at 3:35 pm EST. 
 
 


