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VAD too important to ‘gather dust on the shelf’
The current inquiry by the cross-party
Health Committee of the Queensland
Parliament has done a remarkable job
in examining end-of-life issues.
It has travelled the state to conduct
hearings in a range of regional centres
as well as take evidence in Brisbane on
aged care, palliative care, and
voluntary assisted dying.
The overwhelming majority of those
giving evidence have called for VAD
laws to be introduced in Queensland.

time is running out and the issue is too
important and urgent to be fobbed off
to the next parliament. The current
Queensland Parliament established the
inquiry; the inquiry will report to the
current parliament; so the current
parliament must deal with its findings.
Premier Annastacia Palaszczuk should
seek an early report by the Health
Committee on VAD and allow it to
report on aged care and palliative care
by the end of March.

The Inquiry was to report by the end
of November 2019 but its deadline
was changed to the end of March
2020. This means time is rapidly
running out for any action to be taken
on implementing any new VAD laws
the Inquiry might recommend.
The Health Committee was given by
data from the National Coronial
Information System showing that each
month an average of seven people
with a terminal illness and irretrievable
physical decline take their own life in
Queensland. That’s a higher figure
than in Victoria and WA where
parliamentary inquiries were told that
around one such person a week took
their own life in those states.
These figures are just one reason the
Health Committee Inquiry should
report on voluntary assisted dying
before its March deadline so that our
State Parliament can start acting as
soon as possible on any recommended
new VAD laws.

Our State Parliament and our political
leaders should not leave the issue to
gather dust on the shelf until after the
election.
The MPs on the Health Committee have
done a good job in conducting their
inquiry and Queenslanders expect their
work to be acted upon.
It is now up to all of our 93 state MPs to
act swiftly on their recommendations.
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TELL LEADERS
YOUR VIEWS
ON VAD LAWS
If you support voluntary assisted
dying tell our state leaders you want
the current Health Committee Inquiry
to report before the end of March on
VAD and for State Parliament to act
on any recommended new laws as
soon as possible in 2020.

Health Committee hearing at Hervey Bay

David Muir

More doctors sign up to
Victoria’s VAD scheme
Page 3

Voluntary assisted dying law reform
should not be left on the shelf until
the next parliament and should not
become a political football at the
next state election due in October
this year.
Make your views known to Premier
Annastacia Palaszczuk at:
thepremier@premiers.qld.gov.au.
Contact LNP leader Deb Frecklington
at: reception@opposition.qld.gov.au.

Find contact details for your local
state MP at the Queensland
Parliament website..

With a state election due in October

You can now follow us on Facebook @mlmcaus

and Twitter @mlmcaus

Better palliative care is not enough
The need for improvements to our
system of palliative care is often cited
by those opposing voluntary assisted
dying (VAD) law reform.

They rationalise this approach by saying
that the “intention” is not to see the
patient die, but to relieve their suffering.
The fact is that terminal sedation results in
death, but at a time and in circumstances
beyond a patient’s control. While the AMA
and church leaders comfort themselves by
pointing to “intention”, that intention
always belongs to the doctors involved.

Their argument is that if we had better
palliative care, we would not need VAD.
This erroneous line of argument is used
by many opponents of VAD including
church leaders and most recently here
in Queensland by the state branch of
the Australian Medical Association.
Everyone wants improvements to our
palliative care system, especially in a
large and decentralised state like ours.
But, I and many other doctors want
terminally ill patients or those with
neurodegenerative conditions to also
have the choice of accessing VAD if and
when they decide for themselves that it
is the way they wish to end their life.
Statistics show where VAD and palliative
care coexist, the majority of patients
seeking assisted dying already receive
palliative care.

In Belgium 70% of
terminally ill patients
requesting VAD are also
under palliative care.
That has been made clear in inquiry
after inquiry including those held in
Victoria and WA and in evidence given
to the Queensland Parliament’s crossparty Health Committee Inquiry now
examining end-of-life issues including
voluntary assisted dying.

In Belgium, for example, 70% of the
terminally ill patients requesting access
to voluntary assisted dying are also
under palliative care.

That is why Queenslanders, like
Victorians and soon West Australians,
deserve access to a regulated system
of voluntary assisted dying with
legislated criteria, safeguards, and
protections such as accommodating
conscientious objections to VAD of
health care professionals.

The fact the AMA and other opponents
of VAD fail to acknowledge is that even
the best palliative care system in the
world will not eliminate all end-of-life
suffering.

Groups like the AMA and most church
leaders are quite comfortable with the
current situation where doctors can
administer terminal sedation to
relevant patients at the end of life.

A properly legislated system of voluntary
assisted dying will put control over the
end of a terminally ill person’s life in their
own hands.
The AMA in our state wants “a carefully
considered study” of VAD before changes
to the law here. But more than 20 years’
worth of such studies already exist around
the world and Queensland is having a
detailed inquiry by the cross-party Health
Committee of the State Parliament.
AMA delaying tactics are insensitive to
those with a terminal illness and clearly
out of step with the wider community. The
AMA also does not speak on behalf of the
two out of three doctors who choose not
to be members of the Association.
I urge Queenslanders who want to see
voluntary assisted dying law reform in our
state to contact their local state MP and
make their views known.

DWDTas
responds to
GP’s claims
Margaret Sing, president of
Dying with Dignity Tasmania,
recently replied in Hobart’s
Mercury newspaper to
claims by Tasmanian medical
practitioner Dr Helen Lord
who said improving access to
good palliative care would
remove the need for
voluntary assisted dying.
Dr Lord lectures on palliative

Dr Sid Finnigan MBBS, FRANZCO
Queensland Convenor
Doctors For Assisted Dying Choice
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medicine at the Hobart
Clinical School, works as a
GP and is a Visiting Medical
Officer for Northern
Palliative Care Services in
Tasmania.
In her response (above)
Margaret said an increasing
number of representative
organisations for doctors
and nurses accepted that

voluntary assisted dying was
a legitimate part of medical
care and was consistent with
medical ethics.
“The problem is, even the
best palliative and other end
of life care cannot relieve all
intolerable suffering, now or
in the foreseeable future,”
she wrote. “What does Dr
Lord suggest that people

with intolerable and
unrelievable suffering do
while waiting for her utopian
vision of improvements to
occur? Suffer in silence,
repress their voluntary,
informed wishes as
competent adults, and not
debate the issue because it’s
one person’s opinion we
should all be talking about
something else?”

More doctors embrace new law
Victoria sees a rise in medical practitioners registering under its VAD scheme
Victorian Government figures show that
doctors are supporting the state’s
voluntary assisted dying scheme.

with our expectations before the start
of the laws," the spokesperson said.
“We expect training numbers to
continue to increase over time as
doctors see the system in practice and
more patients approach them."

The Victorian Parliament passed the
Voluntary Assisted Dying Bill in 2017
with the scheme taking effect from June
2019 to allow time for training and
accreditation of doctors and others
participating in the scheme.
A news report in the Melbourne
newspaper The Age in late December
showed 360 doctors had registered or
completed training under the voluntary
assisted dying scheme.

The Victorian figures confirm that
doctors are willing to support
voluntary assisted dying.
About one- third of the doctors were
based in regional Victoria.

The Age story quoted a spokesperson
The government said the figure had risen for Victorian Health Minister Jenny
Mikakos who said the government was
three-fold since the law took effect in
pleased with the number of doctors
June 2019.
trained to take part in the scheme.
They included GPs, cancer specialists,
“The increase in numbers is consistent
and palliative care clinicians.

Territories in
bipartisan
push for rights
The Chief Ministers and
Opposition Leaders in the
Australian Capital Territory
and Northern Territory have
jointly called for the lifting
of a federal ban on territory
governments legislating on
voluntary assisted dying.
The NT and ACT leaders said
territory citizens deserved
the same rights as other
Australians.
NT Chief Minister Michael
Gunner and Opposition
leader Gary Higgins and the
NT’s two federal MPs and
two senators have called for
the NT to have the right to
make its own VAD laws.

ACT Chief Minister Andrew
Barr and Opposition Leader
Alistair Coe have also called
for the scrapping of federal
laws that override territory
powers to make VAD laws.
Mr Barr said: "Denying this
right fundamentally matter
most to their communities."
A move to scrap the federal
ban through amendments in
a Private Member’s Bill
failed in 2018.

The federal laws blocking
VAD laws in the NT and ACT
were themselves passed
with bipartisan support in
Mr Gunner said: “It should
1997 to specifically target
be up to Territorians to have the VAD laws passed by the
a say about issues that affect NT Parliament after being
their lives – not Canberra
initiated by former Chief
politicians.”
Minister Marshall Perron.

This is despite the position of the
Australian Medical Association which
has opposed moves to introduce it
whenever it has been considered in
any jurisdiction.
The figures are also a reminder that
the AMA does not speak for all
doctors. In fact about two out of three
doctors in Australia choose not to be
AMA members.

VAD law floated again
in US state of Indiana
A proposed voluntary assisted dying law has been
presented to legislators in the US state of Indiana.
The Bill was sponsored by
Matt Pierce who has been a
Democratic Party member
of Indiana’s lower house
since 2002. He was also
involved in a 2019 VAD Bill
which did not proceed.
The Bill contains provisions
allowing competent
residents of Indiana who
are 18 years of age or older
with a terminal illness to
seek access to an assisted
dying scheme.
Their terminal illness must
be confirmed by a
consulting physician and
they must have voluntarily
expressed to their
attending physician a wish
to receive aid in dying.
The Bill also provides for
penalties including jail
terms of 20 to 40 years for

Matt Pierce

offences such as:
 wilfully altering or
forging requests for
VAD;
 concealing or
destroying a request
or the withdrawal of a
request;
 or coercing or
exerting undue
influence on an
individual to request
VAD medication.
U.S. STATES WITH VAD
LAWS: Oregon, Vermont,
Washington, California,
Colorado, Hawaii, New
Jersey, Maine, and
District of Columbia.

Noreen’s letter captures the cause
As the Health Committee
Inquiry into end-of-life
issues in Queensland enters
its final phase, it is worth
considering the efforts made
in other states to make
voluntary assisted dying
laws a reality.

no guarantee Queensland
will follow suit once the
Health Committee makes its
final recommendations.

served on WA’s expert panel
on VAD, it gives a good
summary of the efforts taken
to deliver VAD laws.

It is for this reason that the
letter below should be read
by all of our 93 state MPs.

VAD laws are now a reality in
Victoria and WA but there is

Written by Noreen Fynn, a
campaigner for VAD and who

Noreen outlines her own
motivation following the
death of her husband Clive
Deverall, former CEO of the
Cancer Council WA. Noreen’s
letter is a reminder that we

A new journey began for me in March
2017. A journey I never saw coming
and one which has been hard,
challenging, emotional, enlightening
and enriching all at the same time.

that there will now be choice for
people at the end of life. And so at this
moment it is good to acknowledge the
courage and compassion that have
brought us to this moment:

It leaves me with a heightened faith
in my fellow Western Australians, in
the fundamental goodness of
mankind and a deepened respect for
our democracy. It has been a journey
marked with courage and
compassion.



My journey with being an advocate
for voluntary assisted dying
began when my husband,
who was in a world of pain of
every sort, took his own life.
This had never been my cause
to that point. It had become
his in his last few years of his
life. This was to be his last
battle and so, with his death,
it became my battle.



Of the [WA] government in taking
on this contentious issue with all
the varied strongly held beliefs,
values and opinions and in doing
so in a bipartisan manner with a
conscience vote.
Of parliamentarians from all sides
of politics who canvassed their

must all continue our efforts
here in Queensland to press
for action on VAD in this
term if we are to see new
VAD laws in our state.
Jos Hall
President
Dying With Dignity
Queensland
www.dwdq.org.au

Quinlivan, Joanna Church and
others in Go Gentle’s Broken
Hearted along with hundreds of
other Western Australians who
showed enormous strength in
sharing their lives and stories so
that parliamentarians could
understand the reality of end of
life experiences.


Of the thousands and thousands
of Western Australians who
emailed their parliamentarians
and signed the petitions
supporting this legislation and
calling for it be handled
by parliament in a
timely manner. They
left no doubt of the
majority support in our
state.


Of the long-time
supporters and
campaigners like Robin
Chapple, Dying with
Dignity WA and Go
Gentle Australia.

Two years nine months later
and Voluntary Assisted Dying
is now law in Western
Noreen Fynn …a new journey begins (Photo:ABC)
Australia. In that time I have
Clive was a man of courage
spoken with media, at rallies and
electorates, came to forums and
and compassion in life and in death.
forums, given evidence to the Joint
gave this matter deep and
It is a moment to be proud of him,
Select Committee into End of Life
heartfelt consideration. Our
proud of we have all achieved, proud
Choices, been a member of the
democracy is in good shape.
of WA, of our democracy and our
Ministerial Expert Panel on Voluntary
media who treated this ethically and

Of
the
leadership
of
all
the
Assisted Dying, met with
with viewpoints from all sides.
parties
in
Parliament
in
parliamentarians and sat for many
collaborating, committing to and
hours in the public galleries listening
This journey is now at an end and
delivering on a December
to the debates.
now a new journey begins.
deadline for resolution one way
The overwhelming emotion on 10th
or another.
Noreen Fynn
December when the Voluntary
Member of the Ministerial Expert

Of the inspirational people like
Assisted Dying Bill became law was
Panel on Voluntary Assisted Dying
Belinda Teh, Rhonda Taylor, Peta
the sense of relief and thankfulness
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