
EB DSA Candidate Questionnaire for Jovanka Beckles 
 

September 14, 2017  1 

Background 

1. Name:  Jovanka Beckles 

2. Current Occupation: Mental Health Specialist, Contra Costa County Department of Health 

3. Party Affiliation: Democrat 

4. Educational Background (lists schools attended, degrees attained, and years) 

 High School:   Homestead H.S.,Diploma 1982 

College: Florida A&M University- B.A. Psychology, 1988; University of Phoenix M.B.A., 2006 

 

5. Have you been a public servant before your positions in Richmond? What positions and when? 

I was an appointed member of the Economic Development Commission and later, a member of the 

Planning Commission. 

 

6. Please list any community, civic, professional, and fraternal organizations you are a member of and any 

positions you’ve held with them. 

Richmond Progressive Alliance; Teamsters Local 856; Delta Sigma Theta Sorority; SF Harvey Milk 

Club; Stonewall democratic Club;  

 

7. When and how did you first become interested in politics? 

As a Afro Latinx, I have been interested in politics for as long as I can remember because political 

policies have historically hugely impacted my life and the lives of people of color.  As a mental health 

counselor for underserved youth, I witnessed on a daily basis the ways in which the lives of children and 

families can be challenged and are transformed by political policies. I felt that I could not simply sit on 

the sidelines and watch my community continue to suffer with crime, neglect and pollution.  As a local 
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business owner I set out to create a merchant’s association on San Pablo Avenue in Richmond. As a 

concerned community member,  I decided to create a local grassroots movement as a community response 

to crime and violence. It was at this time that I discovered the newly formed  Richmond Progressive 

Alliance(RPA). I joined forces with the RPA and with the organization’s endorsement, I  ran for the City 

Council. 

 

8. Why are you a candidate for this office? Why are you soliciting EB DSA’s endorsement for this office?  

I would like to take the energy and resources that created the many successful people powered local 

campaigns to transform Richmond, to the state level. State budget and laws restrict much of what I can do 

as a city councilmember. I ran for city council because I knew I could help more people than I could 

simply working with individuals and families. As an Assembly Member, I will break down the barriers 

our movement found at the local level, and expand our collective sphere of influence. 

I am seeking the EB DSA endorsement because I believe we are comrades in the fight to create a more 

just and sustainable society. I am a proud democratic socialist. I want to have a meaningful, productive 

working relationship with the membership of EB DSA. I believe we have an opportunity to build a 

powerful, regional movement for the interests of working people.  

 

9. Please list other significant endorsements for this position or for prior races. 

Senator Bernie Sanders’ Our Revolution made my campaign for Assembly their second national 

endorsement for 2018 (Ben Jealous for Governor was their first). The Alliance of Californians for 

Community Empowerment (ACCE) Action, Asian Pacific Environmental Network (APEN) Action, SF 

Harvey Milk Club, Danny Glover, Gus Newport,  and Black Panther founders Bobby Seale and Erica 

Huggins have also endorsed my campaign. A full list of endorsers for my AD 15 campaign can be found 
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at jovanka.org. For prior races it was my honor to receive endorsements from a large coalition of labor, 

community groups and advocates, including Senator Bernie Sanders.  

 

10. What is your ideal working relationship with labor and other labor stakeholder groups? 

My ideal working relationship is that we honor and sustain open and honest dialogue followed by 

appropriate action, in pursuit of our mutual goal to support workers. As a dedicated long time union 

member I understand exactly how labor unions protect our livelihoods, and I believe that everyone should 

have the opportunity to get a union or worker-owned job. In Richmond I have seen the transformative 

impact of labor unions working as part of wider progressive coalitions and I’m excited to grow that 

culture of solidarity statewide. I will always stand with and consult stakeholders in labor as I craft policy. 

 

11. Do you identify as a democratic socialist? Why are you running as a Democrat in this race? 

As an immigrant of color to this country, I have seen how hard the people work in our, “free market” 

while at the same time, being denied their right to fair living wages, healthcare, housing, civil rights and 

education. This is why I am a democratic socialist. I know working people in our country will never have 

the dignity of a secure life until those rights are created by just laws and just budgets. There is no need for 

monetary profit to be made from healthcare, it should be free. There is no need to profit monetarily from 

the education of children or adults, whether that profit is made through direct privatization or diverting 

funds for tax cuts. There is no need to profiteer from the construction and management of homes, or 

segregate our communities by income or wealth. We all profit when our communities thrive with 

individuals and families who are supported to earn and co-exist in healthy communities.  I am a 

democratic socialist because I understand that by working together as communities and guaranteeing the 

basics in life as a right, the possibilities for the benefit of humanity and the sustainability of Earth, are 

endless. 
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The Richmond Progressive Alliance was founded on bringing people together around a common mission: 

running corporate money-free members of our community as candidates for local office, in order to 

transform local government and return the power to the people. As an elected official and a mental health 

care provider I know that personal identity and needs are powerful, core motivation for most people. This 

is why I am grateful the founders of the RPA were wise enough to include members of the community 

who identified as Independent, Peace and Freedom, Green, Democrat and others. The collective mission 

was always more important and powerful than the individual identities and labels. The RPA did not 

transform Richmond by putting a particular political identity first. Every election we ran included a bold 

ballot measure that represented the community—e.g., blocking the casino, taxing Chevron, rent control—

and through that leadership Richmond voted for our candidates as well. They could trust what we say 

because we don’t take corporate money, in order to be ‘unbought and unbossed’.   

I am running as a Democrat to deny the corporate democratic establishment the power they have, while 

encouraging them to recognize that they can share the power of the people and not need be beholden to 

corporations. I have and will continue to be frank about the extreme and unacceptable corruption within 

the Democratic Party. I have and will continue to stand for corporate money-free, people-powered 

leadership as the most important commitment for any elected official to make.  

 

12. What were your main challenges on the Richmond City Council (RCC)?   How did you overcome 

them?  What did you accomplish on the RCC? 

One of the main challenges I experienced was fighting the preferred “business as usual” attitude I 

encountered among many who were accustomed to living in and doing business in a Company town. I had 

colleagues and constituents who simply did not believe that organized progressive individuals could fight 

and win against large corporate domination. I was also publicly discriminated against in an orchestrated 
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campaign by my colleagues and political foes because of my fight for LGBTQQI issues. The campaign 

was used as an unsuccessful tactic to distract from the progressive issues for which I was fighting. More 

subtle and insidious was the rampant misogyny experienced by myself and every other female council 

member. I was able manage these and other challenges by staying focused on the critical policy work to 

which I was committed. 

Working with ACCE, RPA and housing rights advocates, I was instrumental in Richmond becoming the 

first new rent control city in over 30 years.  

Working in collaboration with Mayor McLaughlin’s office and community advocates, I introduced and 

led the effort the raise the minimum wage triggering a wave of minimum wage increases across the Bay 

Area. 

Working with formerly incarcerated individuals, I created the policy to ban the box for city contractors 

and public housing applications in Richmond. 

Working with law enforcement, I created the Richmond Municipal ID program that allows immigrants 

and others who may not have other forms of photo identification to safely identify themselves to the 

police. 

By holding Chevron accountable to pay it’s fair share of taxes and rebuilding a safe refinery, I voted to 

provide financial assistance to all college bound seniors.  

Working with my colleagues and commissioners, we have more transparency and accountability in our 

Police Department.  

Working with Labor units, I insisted on balancing the budget without cuts to line staff and reducing 

outsourcing. 
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13. What will you attempt to build in District 15 while running for office? 

My campaign is committed to help create a regional people’s coalition that welcomes Democratic 

Socialists, Independents, Peace and Freedom, Greens, progressive Democrats and other activists. That 

coalition will campaign to elect corporate money-free candidates at the local, state and eventually federal 

level. I recognize that it is an ambitious undertaking that will take time.  I will take the infrastructure and 

base my campaign builds and give it back to the people so we can organize a movement together with 

transparency, accountability and with membership-based political processes. I believe EB DSA is 

indispensable partner in that vision, if its members choose to build it with me. 

 

Priorities 

14. What are your top three priorities if elected? 

1. To make the basic necessities for life a human right in California. When elected I will fight for 

Medicare for All, universal pre-K and tuition-free public university. Our state must tax automation 

and provide a Universal Basic Income and access to new jobs with those funds. 

2. Reform our criminal justice system to reduce trauma in our communities and to allow for the 

building of healthy safe neighborhoods throughout the region. In Richmond we proved community 

policing and increased police accountability reduces crime, I will take those lessons to 

Sacramento.  

3. I will work to bring CA schools back to #1 in the United States in per-pupil spending so our 

state can continue to lead the world in culture and technology. 

These priorities require commitment to longevity.  I know after two terms on the Richmond City Council, 

transformative change will come with time and dedicated work. 
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Specific Legislative Issues 

15a. Do you support SB 562, the Single Payer Bill? 

 Yes    No 

15b. Do you support SB 54, the California Sanctuary Act? 

 Yes    No 

15c. Would you have supported AB 398, the recent Cap and Trade bill? 

 Yes    No 

No, and when elected I will introduce a new cap and trade bill that will actually cap and reduce 

emissions. 

15d. Do you support the recent efforts to create a split roll within Proposition 13? 

 Yes   No 

 

15e. Do you support the efforts to eliminate the Costa/Hawkins limits on local Rent Control ordinances? 

 

 Yes   No 

15f. Do you support SB 100, the California Clean Electricity Act? 

 Yes   No 

15g. Do you oppose AB 813 and AB 726 which seek to undercut community choice energy efforts? 

 

 Yes   No 
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Accountability 

16. You’ve indicated that you are running as a corporate money free candidate.  How will you make sure 

your campaign is corporate money free?  Will you take donations from NGO's, Small Businesses, B 

Corporations or CEOs of large companies? 

My campaign will not accept contributions from for-profit corporations of any kind, that includes small 

businesses and B-type corporations. I will not accept contributions from PACs that accept corporate 

money. I will not accept contributions from CEOs of large, unethical corporations. Even in the case of 

small business contributions, I believe it is simply unfair to voters to make them read every candidate’s 

campaign filings and figure out if a given contribution is appropriate or not. I want voters to be able to 

trust me with a clear commitment.  

 

17. What was your role in RPA?  How is this campaign an outgrowth of your time with the RPA?  Will 

you be accountable to RPA while in this office? 

My roles in the RPA over the years have been candidate and Steering Committee member.  I currently 

serve on the RPA Steering Committee  

My council campaigns have all been RPA campaigns.   

My Assembly District campaign is very much an outgrowth of my time spent with the RPA. We share a 

vision and a mission. I have the support of many RPA members, and several are actively involved in my 

campaign.  

To be people-powered is to be accountable to the people and the grassroots movements they organize, 

including the RPA. Everyone is responsible for holding me accountable to the interests of working 

families. Accountability doesn’t go one way either, I have and will continue to lead the RPA and the 

Richmond progressive movement. 
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18. What are you hoping to gain from our endorsement? How will you be accountable to our members 

once you are in office? 

If you choose to endorse my campaign, I would hope that the membership would become actively 

involved in campaigning for me. I would ask EB DSA to launch a field campaign in January 2018 to 

complete 1,200 volunteer shifts of door knocking and phone banking before the June 5th primary. I would 

welcome and encourage DSA members to canvass and phone bank for other corporate-free campaigns at 

the same time. My campaign team would coordinate to target local district elections with EB DSA and 

make high-quality data available at your canvass launches. If your membership were to meets these goals, 

we would win the primary and share a base of support to win local seats in November. 

 

In terms of working together, my campaign invited EB DSA leadership to provide input on the policies 

meaningful to your membership. My door is and will stay open.  

In terms of accountability, for your members who cannot make it to Sacramento, I will make every effort 

to regularly attend your general meetings—or EB DSA meetings specifically called for me to hear your 

concerns as constituents. Without corporate money I am beholden only to you, the people. I look forward 

to building a relationship that will transform California.  

 

 

 

 


