
EBDSA 2018 Electoral Endorsement Questionnaire

General
1. Why do you want East Bay DSA’s endorsement?

I am seeking East Bay DSA’s endorsement because of DSA’s influence among progressive-
minded people, and because of my alignment with your values.

2. Are you a democratic socialist? How do you define democratic socialism?

I haven’t particularly used that label, but I do identify with the philosophy. Capitalism has 
failed most of humanity, in the most basic ways – housing, healthcare, education, racial 
equity, gender justice. I believe socialism based on democracy is a more coherent, humane 
and intelligent way to organize society, and have been working to build the conditions for 
that future to be possible, all of my adult life.

3. If elected, how would you relate to East Bay DSA?

I would like to stay in communication with East Bay DSA and hear about ongoing concerns, 
priorities and policy campaigns that I can play a role in helping advance. 

4. Describe your top priorities and the policy areas that will be of most interest to you if 
elected.

My top priorities as a Rent Board Commissioner are:

1) Affordability – implementing and expanding rent control, and the legal protections that help keep people 

from being priced out of their homes and communities

2) Affordable Housing Act, CA Prop 10 – this repeals the state law that took away the rights our cities had to 

implement the full range of renter protections 

3) Racial Equity – communities most impacted by the housing crisis are Black/African American, Latino, and 

working class, and solutions that address the needs of those communities will build a more equitable 

and diverse city for all of us!

5. Please describe your plan to win this race. What is your “win number”? How will you get 
there?

My win number is approximately 30,000 votes. 

I am running for one of five open seats on the Berkeley Rent Board. My win strategy rests 
heavily on the slate that I am part of. The “Community Power” slate is made up of 5 people 
chosen by the coalition of tenants, homeowners and progressive landlords that make up the 
“Berkeley Tenant Convention.” Running together strengthens each of our individual 



chances, and leverages the base each of us may mobilize for the rest of the group. We are 
collaborating on fundraising, and focusing on multiple door-knocking & voter contact drives 
to mobilize supporters to the polls for both the rent board vote, and also the vote on the 
Affordable Housing Act, and Jovanka Beckles.

6. If endorsed, what participation would you like to see from East Bay DSA in your 
campaign?

Depending upon your capacity, I would love for you to consider joining our door knocking 
drives, to engage Berkeley voters.

7. What is your campaign budget, and how much have you raised thus far? What is your 
average donation size? What is your strategy to continue fundraising?

My campaign budget is $5,000. I have only raised $500 at this point, because I have not yet 
launched my fundraising work. I have extensive fundraising experience, and raised 2.5 
million each year when I was Executive Director of the nonprofit Causa Justa :: Just Cause. 
My strategy is to raise small and medium donations, primarily online, via the networks of 
social justice organizers that support my campaign. My strategy is to combine asks for 
active engagement in door knocking and outreach work with donation requests, engaging 
people not just as donors but as folks who can build the base for progressive change in our 
city.

8. Do you use public financing?

No. Rent Board isn’t eligible for public financing.

9. Have you ever, during this race, or in a previous electoral race, accepted campaign 
contributions from a corporation, corporate PAC, or lobbyist? If yes, please explain in 
detail.

No.

10. Is your race partisan? What is your relationship to your political party, if any? Why?

No. I am an independent, and am registered as a Democrat. As a community organizer, I 
relate to the Democratic Party as I relate to other traditional institutions, as a terrain of 
struggle.

11. What community organizations are you a part of?

I am a co-founder of Causa Justa :: Just Cause, where I organized primarily black and latinx 
working class people for 18 years. I left my leadership role there last year, and continue to 



serve as a strategic advisor to the next layer of leaders who is taking the organization into 
it’s next stage of development and growth. I am co-founder of a bunch of movement-building  
collaborations among community organizations including San Francisco Rising, Oakland 
Rising, Bay Rising, Bay Resistance, the Right to the City Alliance, and the US chapter of the 
World March of Women. 

12. What is your profession? Is a significant portion of your income derived from capital 
holdings (e.g. investments, property, etc.) 

I am a nonprofit director. I do training and education work for social movement and electoral 
organizations.

13. Describe your record of public service.

I have served on the Berkeley Rent Board since 2017, appointed to fill an interim opening. I 
serve as chair of the committee on evictions, where I strengthened the collaboration with 
grassroots community groups providing no and low cost eviction defense legal services. I 
passed a resolution in support of preserving the Berkeley Shellmound, supporting that 
community organizing campaign and putting pressure on the Zoning board to reject the 
corporate development proposed on that Ohlone sacred site.

14. Please list other major endorsements.

I am endorsed by the majority of the Berkeley City Council, the entire Rent Stabilization Board, 
the Berkeley Tenants Union, Berkeley Progressive Alliance, Berkeley Citizen Action, and Bay 
Rising Action.

I am endorsed by former Berkeley Mayor Eugene “Gus” Newport, Jovanka Beckles, and Alicia 
Garza, cofounder of Black Lives Matter.

Housing
1. Do you support Proposition 10, the Affordable Housing Act?

Wholeheartedly. I am part of the movement that helped to get it on the state ballot and am 
committed to ensuring my campaign helps to turn the vote out for Proposition 10. In 18 
years as a housing rights organizer, I have seen up close and personal how Costa Hawkins 
destroyed the lives of families in my community, and am committed to doing my part to help 
Prop 10 succeed at the ballot box, and consolidate the pro-tenant electorate that can begin 
to wrest our communities away from the claws of the real estate industry.

2. What are the causes of the housing crisis in California and the Bay Area?

The housing crisis is caused by multiple factors and dynamics that work together – the rise 
of Silicon Valley as a driving force in the international economic system, real estate 



speculation and the power of real estate in California, neoliberal privatization and the 
destruction of the public housing system nationally, and the lack of political power of 
communities most impacted by gentrification and displacement. 

3. Describe your vision for housing justice. If elected, how will you use your position to 
advocate for this vision? Please cite any specific policy examples.

I envision a society where housing is a human right, and a precondition for full human and 
community development. In my position at the rent board, I can defend and expand our rent 
control ordinance, a bulwark defending vulnerable communities from displacement and 
regulating the price of housing.

Healthcare
1. Do you support Medicare for All, and what would such a system entail? 

I strongly support Medicare for All. It’s an outrage that we are the richest country on earth 
and we don’t provide healthcare for all, and people go into bankruptcy or lose their homes 
because of medical bills. I am not an expert on the details of such a system but would 
generally follow the lead of the nurses union on policy details. 

2. If elected, how will you use your position to fight for Medicare for All?

Rent Board isn’t a position from which I can do much for Medicare for All, but I would love to  
pass symbolic resolutions, and leverage networks of city staff as might be helpful for the 
campaign.

Education
1. What’s wrong with the current education system? What reforms would you like to see, 

and has the contemporary educational reform movement been effective at achieving 
them?

Privatization is what’s wrong with our education system. Public schools are being starved of 
resources and then accused of failing. I was part of the  community-based organizing 
collaboration California Calls that passed prop 30, a progressive tax and the first large influx of 
money into public schools in a decade. I would like to see more reforms like that one.

2. What is the role of charter schools in your desired education system? Would you support 
a immediate, statewide moratorium on charter schools in California?

I wholeheartedly support a moratorium, and the reinvestment of the money going to charter 
schools through subsidies into our public education system. 

3. What role do teachers’ unions play in the education system? What role should they play, 
and what policies would you pursue to achieve this vision?



Teachers unions democratize and strengthen our education system. My parents were teachers, 
and my dad’s union contract is the only reason I had healthcare growing up. Together with 
parents, students, and communities, teacher’s unions should be in leadership of the education 
system as a whole.

Anti-Militarism
1. How will you use your office to oppose war and imperialism? 

I will continue to advocate for policies and decisions that defend the rights of immigrants in 
housing. Immigrants and refugees are in this country because of US militarism and war, and the 
politics of scapegoating them are based on the ideology of war.

2. Do you support the Boycott Divestment and Sanctions movement to oppose the 
occupation of Palestine?

Yes.

Police & Prisons
1. How will you use your office to fight against police brutality and other forms of state 

violence?

I will speak out and use the platform the Rent Board provides to oppose police brutality and 
state violence.

2. What policies do you support to reduce and end mass incarceration?

I have seen jobs programs, and community intervention and conflict resolution programs be 
effective in reducing mass incarceration in black and latinx communities I have worked in. The 
broader way to address mass incarceration is to remove the profit motive from locking people 
up, by cutting subsidies and private prison contracts. 

The Environment
1. What’s your ideal timetable for phasing out fossil fuel production and consumption 

including coal, oil and natural gas?

I don’t have one personally but I would follow the lead of organizations like the California 
Environmental Justice Alliance and the Asian Pacific Environmental Network.

2. Please describe your vision for combating climate change, both globally and locally. How 
will you use your office to fight climate change?

Only a systemic change can address climate change. Globally, the US owes reparations to the 
countries our fossil fuel extraction is causing irreparable damage to, including the island nations 



that will disappear due to climate change. Locally, frontline communities need to be in 
leadership of the movement towards an alternative that keeps fossil fuels in the ground.

I will speak out and use the platforms of the Rent Board to support climate justice.

Immigration 
1. How will you use your office to fight against deportations and other attacks on immigrant 

communities? 

I will continue to advocate for sanctuary policies in housing and in the community, and for 
providing full and cultural competent access to the Rent board for immigrant communities.

I am one of the many people who worked together to fight for and implement the sanctuary 
ordinance in San Francisco and Oakland, and can use that experience to support Berkeley’s 
commitment to it’s sanctuary ordinance, particularly as it relates to housing.

2. How would you use your office to strengthen the rights of immigrants and their access to 
public services and quality of life?

I will speak out and use the platform of the Rent board to support immigrant rights.

Anti-Racism
1. How would you use your office to strengthen the rights of people of color and their 

access to public services and quality of life?

I will ensure communities of color have access to rent board services and their full rights as 
tenants in our city through comprehensive and culturally competent outreach. I will use the 
platform the rent board offers to speak out on issues that matter to the Latino community I come 
from and other communities of color who are also impacted by racism, particularly the Black 
community who is so disproportionately impacted by gentrification and displacement.

2. How would you fight against the criminalization of people of color?

I would oppose any policy that increases criminalization of people of color, and support policies 
that expand the rights and protections offered to people of color in our city.

Taxation
1. How do you propose to change our budget and tax structure (on the federal, state, or 

municipal level) to better fund public services?

Progressive taxation and an overhaul of the austerity structure that limits our ability to leverage 
those taxes. We have one of the largest economies in the world, as a region! That people are 
struggling to meet the basic need of housing is a problem of distribution of that wealth.



Labor Movement
1. Are you a member of a union? Have you ever been? Please provide specifics and 

describe and leadership roles you have played.

I was a member of a union in college, as an undergraduate tutor I was recruited in the drive to 
organize graduate student instructors into the UAW. I was not in leadership. 

I learned organizing through working at the Hotel and Restaurant workers union, local 2850, and 
through student support for the United Farm Workers strawberry campaign. 

2. What is the role of the labor movement in achieving your policy priorities?

The labor movement is the only source of independent political funding and infrastructure for 
progressives to the left of the Democratic Party. And city workers are the ones who implement 
any policy the rent board passes. Labor is key in achieving my initiatives.

3. What specific labor or workers rights policies will you pursue? 

I will support the rights and demands of rent board workers via their union. I will defend and 
protect rent control which is a policy defending the rights of workers to live in Berkeley.


