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EBDSA 2018 Electoral Endorsement Questionnaire
 

General

1. Why do you want East Bay DSA’s endorsement?
● The East Bay DSA membership is a diverse group of passionate progressives dedicated 

to create a better world for all. I am seeking EBDSA’s endorsement because I believe 
we are both committed to building a community in the East Bay that works for all people, 
not just the wealthy elites currently in control.

2. Are you a democratic socialist? How do you define democratic socialism?
● No. For me Democratic Socialism creates a system where people of all backgrounds are 

afforded the same rights and opportunity, no matter their socio-economic background. 
3. If elected, how would you relate to East Bay DSA?

● I would invite East Bay DSA to work with my office on initiatives to improve the Oakland 
community.

4. Describe your top priorities and the policy areas that will be of most interest to you if 
elected.

● My top priorities if elected to serve as the Mayor of Oakland will be the elimination of 
homelessness; to increase our affordable housing options; hold law enforcement officers 
equally accountable for unlawful conduct and reduce the City’s liabilities for negligent 
police conduct; successfully end the Negotiated Settlement Agreement; expand access 
to addiction and mental illness services; develop appropriate strategies to reduce our 
unfunded liabilities; support our public schools, provide jobs for Oaklanders and support 
for small businesses.

5. Please describe your plan to win this race. What is your “win number”? How will you 
get there?

● My win number is 63,000. In the June election for Alameda County District Attorney I 
received over 48,000 votes in Oakland and I expect many of these voters will vote for 
me as their #1, and the rest as their number 2. We are putting together an aggressive 
field campaign in the precincts where I overperformed in the June election to get the 
additional 15,000 votes.

6. If endorsed, what participation would you like to see from East Bay DSA in your 
campaign?

● If endorsed by EBDSA, I would hope to involve DSA members in our canvassing and 
voter outreach efforts.

7. What is your campaign budget, and how much have you raised thus far? What is your 
average donation size? What is your strategy to continue fundraising?

● Our campaign estimates that we need to raise over $400,000 dollars between now and 
the November 6th election. In the week since I turned in my filing paperwork our 
campaign has raised over $10,000 dollars. Going forward our goal is to raise money 
from as many small dollar donors as possible, while also reaching out to individuals 
capable of donating the $800 individual maximum contribution.

8. Do you use public financing?
● No
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9. Have you ever, during this race, or in a previous electoral race, accepted campaign 
contributions from a corporation, corporate PAC, or lobbyist? If yes, please explain in 
detail.

● No
10. Is your race partisan? What is your relationship to your political party, if any? Why?

● The Oakland Mayor’s race is non-partisan. I am am member of the Democratic party and 
and an elected member of the Alameda County Democratic Party Central Committee.

11. What community organizations are you a part of?
● San Francisco Bay Area Lawyers Committee for Civil Rights; Friends Foundation 

International; Black Women Organized for Political Action (BWOPA); Real Justice Local 
Team, Indivisible East Bay

12. What is your profession? Is a significant portion of your income derived from capital 
holdings (e.g. investments, property, etc.)

● I have spent 35 years practicing law in Oakland. No.
13. Describe your record of public service.

● My prior public service includes two terms as the Co-Chairperson of the Board of 
Directors of the San Francisco Lawyers Committee for Civil Rights (LCCR), serving as 
LCCR’s Interim Executive Director, and serving as an elected member of the Alameda 
County Democratic Party Central Committee and a delegate to the 2017 and 2018 
California Democratic Party Conventions. In early 2018 I ran for Alameda County District 
Attorney against incumbent Nancy O’Malley. My campaign, for the first time in over 50 
years, challenged the status quo and called for criminal justice reform and to hold police 
accountable for violence and shooting deaths of unarmed victims. I raised over $400,000 
and garnered over 122,000 votes, including over 48,000 votes in Oakland where I 
defeated O’Malley 55% to 45%.

14.  Please list other major endorsements.
● Fania E. Davis - Co-Founder, Restorative Justice for Oakland Youth
● Robert L. Harris - Author, “Goodbye Arkadelphia,” Secretary & General Counsel, 

Oakland African-American Chamber of Commerce, Past President, National Bar 
Association (NBA), Charles Houston Bar Association (CHBA), California Association of 
Black Lawyers (CABL), 27th Grand Polemarch Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Former Co-
Chair, S.F. Lawyers Committee for Civil Rights

● Bishop JW Macklin - Pastor, Glad Tidings Church of God In Christ
● Bishop J.E. Watkins - Pastor, Jack London Square Chapel, COGIC. Founder/CEO, 

Overcomers with Hope (OWH) Studios
● LaNiece Jones - President, Oakland Chapter of Black Women Organized for Political 

Action (BWOPA)

Housing

1. Do you support Proposition 10, the Affordable Housing Act?
● Yes, I support the repeal of the Costa-Hawkins Rental Housing Act.

2. What are the causes of the housing crisis in California and the Bay Area?
● The lack of of rent control and tenant protections combined with the massive influx of out 

of state workers seeking jobs in Silicon Valley has led predatory landlords to raise rents 
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and push longtime community residents onto the streets. Additionally, the long-term 
economic and racial disparities and effects of discrimination in access to capital, jobs 
and education on Black and Brown residents have been magnified by the shortage of 
available housing. 

3. Describe your vision for housing justice. If elected, how will you use your position to 
advocate for this vision? Please cite any specific policy examples.

● As Mayor I would prioritize public lands for affordable housing, prioritize affordable 
housing and rent-controlled housing stock throughout the City, and I will invest in 
displacement assistance and loan repayment plans. Additionally, I will support small 
landlords with mitigation funds, signing bonuses, on-call support and tenancy sustaining 
services to help new tenants become successful renters. I will direct City resources 
toward protecting and preserving tenants’ rights, including the resources available 
through the City Attorney’s office, and support the repeal of Costa-Hawkins. 

Healthcare

1. Do you support Medicare for All, and what would such a system entail?
● I support single payer health care. A Medicare For All system would provide access to 

healthcare for all people regardless of their economic status, gender, or race.
2. If elected, how will you use your position to fight for Medicare for All?

● I will actively support SB562 and measures that would implement its intent and 
implementation. I also would support allocating and increasing funds from our budget to 
subsidize health services for people in need of life-saving care. I will support efforts to 
prevent takeovers of community and public facilities by “for profit firms. I also support 
measures which would require public and non-profit hospitals to provide services to the 
uninsured as a condition for receiving below market rate bond financing. I would favor 
increased compensation rates for public and non-profit hospitals as well as subsidies 
from AB109 funds to support the provision of essential mental health care services to 
uninsured residents.

  

Education

1. What’s wrong with the current education system? What reforms would you like to see, 
and has the contemporary educational reform movement been effective at achieving 
them?

● As a society, we have not recognized the significant value of education. In California, we 
literally diverted money from our educational system and invested it in mass 
incarceration. At the same time, we allowed our elected officials to create a school to 
prison pipeline that feeds primarily on Black and Brown communities to sustain itself. 
The emphasis on profits over people has undermined our investment and interest in the 
educational system. As a consequence, we find ourselves in a deep hole in terms of 
resources (books, supplies), infrastructure (crumbling, unsafe and unhealthy physical 
facilities) and personnel.  An excellent book about Oakland’s public schools in crisis is 
“Literally Unbelievable” by former OUSD teacher, Bronwyn Harris. Ms. Harris has 
endorsed me in the Oakland Mayor’s race.
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● The reforms I would advocate include the following:
○ Increased opportunities for childcare and preschool programs and after-school 

programs
○ Expanded programs specifically dedicated to foster kids, homeless and at-risk 

children
○ Support for public school teachers by any means necessary
○ Greater public-private-community initiatives to support public schools

● The contemporary educational reform movement has not been effective at achieving 
these goals in Oakland.

2. What is the role of charter schools in your desired education system? Would you 
support a immediate, statewide moratorium on charter schools in California?

● Very limited. Today, Oakland is overrun by charters to the detriment of our public 
schools. Money does matter in education and charter schools are sucking money and 
resources from our public school system. I support an immediate, statewide moratorium 
on charter schools.

3. What role do teachers’ unions play in the education system? What role should they 
play, and what policies would you pursue to achieve this vision?

● Teachers’ unions are critical to the success of our public school system.  They should 
continue to be some of the most influential policy-makers and stakeholders at the table 
because of the central role they play in shaping what happens in the classroom. There is 
no question that one of the most important vocations in our society is serving as a public 
school teacher. My policies would be to provide housing subsidies for public school 
teachers, increased assistance and support for teaching supplies, improving the physical 
plant conditions at our schools and providing greater support for teachers who are 
teaching in underperforming and underfunded schools. I am also committed to provide 
greater emotional and substantive support for families struggling to provide a quality life 
and education for their children.

Anti-Militarism

1. How will you use your office to oppose war and imperialism?
● The primary focus of the Mayor’s office is to serve the residents of Oakland and 

implement a vision for a safe and strong community. As the Mayor of Oakland, I will 
clearly reflect our community’s opposition to imperialist policies and interventions around 
the world. Whenever called upon, I will work to support our current Congresswoman 
Barbara Lee who is reflecting the legacy of her mentor, Ronald V. Dellums, and oppose 
war and imperialism.

2. Do you support the Boycott Divestment and Sanctions movement to oppose the 
occupation of Palestine?

● Yes. The persistent human rights violations against Palestine are racist and abhorrent.

Police & Prisons

1. How will you use your office to fight against police brutality and other forms of state 
violence?

● The greatest danger to public safety with respect to police is the unjustified use of force, 
which creates an understandable lack of public trust. As Mayor I will work to expand and 



Pamela Price for Oakland Mayor- Endorsement Questionnaire

5

improve community-policing initiatives, implement measures to reduce the City’s payouts 
for negligent police conduct, and I will hold all law enforcement employees to the same 
standards for unlawful conduct. I will use my experience as a trial lawyer to oversee and 
improve the administration of police discipline by the city attorney's office.

2. What policies do you support to reduce and end mass incarceration?
● Currently over 75% of the people in Alameda County jails have not been convicted of a 

crime. I will strive to reduce the number of people who are in county jails who have not 
yet been convicted of a crime to only 10% of the jail population. I will lobby both the state 
and the county to reallocate the dollars saved from lower incarceration rates and invest 
them in re-entry services and stable housing, targeted employment opportunities for 
youth, and expanding community based housing for people living with mental health or 
substance use disorders within our county. My office will support community alternatives 

to incarceration and other punitive measures. I will establish strong partnerships with 

community organizations, faith based groups, labor unions, local businesses, and other 

stakeholders to make sure we collectively create sustainable support systems for people 

to get back on their feet and live productive lives of dignity. I believe in investing heavily 

in prevention programs, strong public schools, afterschool programs, mentorship 

programs, quality healthcare, affordable housing, and full employment for all.

 

The Environment

1. What’s your ideal timetable for phasing out fossil fuel production and consumption 
including coal, oil and natural gas?

● I believe we can realistically phase out fossil fuels by 2030 at the earliest, and no later 
than 2035. We must act now to fight climate change an ensure a healthy and 
sustainable planet for future generations.

2. Please describe your vision for combating climate change, both globally and locally. 
How will you use your office to fight climate change?

● My vision for Oakland includes minimizing the carbon footprint and increasing our 
strategic response to global warming. I would like to explore investment in "CoolSeal" as 
an opportunity to create jobs, promote a cleaner City and reverse the "heat island" effect 
on City streets.

 

Immigration

1. How will you use your office to fight against deportations and other attacks on 
immigrant communities?

● As Mayor I will monitor the activities of the local criminal justice system to ensure that 
Oakland residents are not being diverted to ICE or out-of-county facilities for deportation 
and I will hold our police department accountable for any breach of policy or efforts to 
circumvent our sanctuary city policy.  I will enforce our sanctuary city policy to ensure 
that our police do not cooperate with ICE or other federal initiatives that target and 
victimize immigrants.

2. How would you use your office to strengthen the rights of immigrants and their access 
to public services and quality of life?
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● I would engage with the immigrant communities to reassure them of our commitment to 
protect their right to basic services and to participate in the community as valued 
members of the community. I would insist that our elected officials at the County level 
including particularly the Sheriff and the District Attorney respect our sanctuary city 
policy and monitor their activities to ensure that Oakland residents are not subjected to 
predatory practices.

 

Anti-Racism

1. How would you use your office to strengthen the rights of people of color and their 
access to public services and quality of life?

● I will invest in displacement assistance programs to ensure longtime Oakland residents 
(largely people of color) are not forced to leave their homes due to skyrocketing rent and 
gentrification. Additionally, I will improve access to healthcare and local programs to 
address addictions and mental illness in order to reduce the number of mentally ill 
people of color who are funneled into the criminal justice system instead of being 
properly treated. I would also engage in “bridge-building” conversations with various 
neighborhood groups and community organizations to repair the racial divide that is 
undermining the quality of life for the entire City. 

2. How would you fight against the criminalization of people of color?
● I will emphasize to the City’s police leaders their responsibility under the law to comply 

with the constitution and cease all unlawful practices, including racial profiling.  I will fully 
enforce the Negotiated Settlement Agreement (NSA) the Oakland Police Department 
has been under for over a decade and support the efforts of the police commission that 
the Oakland voters recently passed to hold police accountable. My administration would  
monitor the activities of the criminal justice system, including particularly the Sheriff and 
the District Attorney to ensure that Oakland residents are not subjected to predatory 
practices and to support those who have been harmed by past policies and practices.

●

 

Taxation

1. How do you propose to change our budget and tax structure (on the federal, state, or 
municipal level) to better fund public services?

● I would focus on strategies to re-allocate our investment in police services (including 
overtime) and unnecessary liability payments to fund public services.

 

Labor Movement

1. Are you a member of a union? Have you ever been? Please provide specifics and 
describe and leadership roles you have played.

● I am not a union member and have not ever been while practicing law for the past 35 
years. I have decades of experience working with unions.  In 1978, as the lead plaintiff in 
Alexander v. Yale, the first sexual harassment lawsuit in education, we partnered with 
the Yale university union workers to support their strike during our graduation ceremony.  
During my 26-year career as a civil rights attorney, I represented hundreds of union 
members across a variety of industries, including construction, corrections and health 
care. I have obtained millions of dollars in judgments to compensate union members 
who suffered discrimination and sometimes debilitating injuries. I both represented and 
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worked with union stewards fighting for better working conditions for their members.  
Some of my more notable cases involving union members include Bumphus v. Timec 
(oil workers); Morgan v. Amtrak (electrician & laborers); Campbell v. Amtrak (laborers); 
Hines v. CDCR (corrections), Berndt v. CDCR (corrections), Jimenez v. DSH (state); 
Mayes v. Kaiser (nurses); and Pulido v. CDC (corrections). In the Hines case, for a 
period of time, the attorneys for CCPOA were associated into the case as my co-counsel 
and we worked closely together on behalf of the San Quentin CCPOA Chapter Union 
President, Douglas Hines. More recently, in 2015, I worked closely with the union 
lawyers for the California Nurses Association (CNA) and union activists on behalf of a 
community-formed group of nurses and doctors opposing the closure of Doctors Medical 
Center in San Pablo. In my most recent campaign for Alameda County District Attorney, 
I was endorsed by ILWU Local 10, NUHW, CNA/NNOC, ATU Local 192 and UFCW 
(contribution only).

2. What is the role of the labor movement in achieving your policy priorities?
● I support unions because they raise the standard of living in the community and provide 

a pipeline to jobs that pay living wages. Many unions also do not discriminate against the 
formerly incarcerated and therefore are key players in our efforts to remediate the effects 
of mass incarceration.

3. What specific labor or workers rights policies will you pursue?
● I will advocate for increased support for public school teachers, strengthen protections 

for childcare workers and nurses, and I will fight for a living wage for all workers. 
Additionally plans must be made to take care of our unfunded liabilities. We cannot allow 
workers to lose out on their pensions.


