
Paola Laverde Questionnaire 
 
EBDSA 2018 Electoral Endorsement Questionnaire 
(Please ignore any weird formatting, Paola submitted her questionnaire as a very nice Pages 
doc, but Google drive was a better sport when I copied the text into a Google doc  --Jamie) 
 
General 
Why do you want East Bay DSA’s endorsement? 
Because I share the progressive values of the East Bay DSA 
 
Are you a democratic socialist? How do you define democratic socialism? 
Yes, I am. I define democratic socialism as a system where the taxes citizens pay from their 
hard earned pay checks go towards providing a safety net for all citizens,  ensuring that no one 
goes hungry, everyone has affordable, habitable and safe housing and good health care.  It’s 
about creating laws and regulations that enable the safety net for everyone.  
  
If elected, how would you relate to East Bay DSA?  
If elected, as a Rent Board Commissioner, I would reach out to ESBDA for its  input about how 
to fix Berkeley’s housing affordability crisis.  
 
Describe your top priorities and the policy areas that will be of most interest to you if 
elected.  
If elected again to the Berkeley Rent Board, I would continue my efforts on the Habitable and 
Sustainable Housing Committee to: 1. Prevent demolition of rent controlled units, 2. Realize a 
disaster recovery plan for rental housing, 3. Improve green building standards for existing 
residential units and buildings, 4. Provide signage in residential buildings with elevators, 
informing tenants of their  relocation rights if the elevator is out of service for more than 24 
hours. On the Outreach Committee, I would focus on preparation and execution of the Rent 
Board’s once a decade survey of tenants of registered rent controlled units for 2020.  
Please describe your plan to win this race.  
 
What is your “win number”? How will you get there?  
I am running as part of slate made up of five candidates vying for the five open seats on the 
Rent Stabilization Board. We were nominated at the 2018 Berkeley Tenant Convention, a 
biennial event where the Berkeley Tenants Union, Berkeley Citizens Action and Berkeley 
Progressive Alliance come together with other pro rent control organizations and select a slate 
for the Rent Board. As the Community Power Slate we are tapping into the community to get its 
monetary support and the word out. We are grass roots and know that going door to door will 
helps us win. Our fundraising will provide the funds needed for printed campaign materials. One 
way the Community Power Slate is getting the word out is by joining forces with other 
progressive candidates in Berkeley and walking with them in support.  



 
If endorsed, what participation would you like to see from East Bay DSA in your 
campaign?  
If endorsed, I would love to see EBDSA participate by having members come out and canvas 
for us as well as provide much needed donations. 
 
What is your campaign budget, and how much have you raised thus far? What is your 
average donation size? What is your strategy to continue fundraising?  
For me personally, my budget is $2,000. I have raised $450 so far, but hope to reach $1,000 by 
mid September. My average donation so far has been $112.50. My strategy is to continue 
asking people for money.  
 
Do you use public financing?  
No, as a Rent Board Commissioner this option is not available to me. 
 
Have you ever, during this race, or in a previous electoral race, accepted campaign 
contributions from a corporation, corporate PAC, or lobbyist? If yes, please explain in 
detail.  
No. 
 
Is your race partisan?  
No  
 
What is your relationship to your political party, if any? Why?  
Although I am a Democratic, I have not been involved in the local Berkeley Democratic party 
because the membership has always seemed to conservative for my political taste. I joined 
EBDSA because it really does reflect my values.  
 
What community organizations are you a part of?  
I am a member of the Berkeley Tenants Union and Bay Area Alternative Press. 
 
What is your profession? Is a significant portion of your income derived from capital 
holdings (e.g. investments, property, etc.)  
I am a former broadcast journalist working now as a Public Information Officer. I do not own 
property and do not have  money invested in the stock market.  
Describe your record of public service. I have been a state employee for four years, and have 
held public office for four years. Before that I was an interpreter and provided pro bono 
interpreting for the Lawyers’ Committee on Civil Rights for political asylum cases. I interpreted, 
from start to finish, two successful asylum cases of women seeking refuge from domestic 
violence. 
 
Please list other major endorsements. 



Eugene “Gus” Newport, Former Berkeley Mayor; Jesse Arreguin, Berkeley Mayor; Kriss 
Worthington, Berkeley City Council, District 7, Ben Bartlett, Berkeley City Councilmember; Ying 
Lee, Former Berkeley City Councilmember; Pamela Webster, Berkeley Rent Board 
Commissioner, Retired; John T. Selawsky, Chair, Berkeley Rent Board; Christina Murphy, 
Berkeley Rent Board Commissioner; Jesse Townley, Berkeley Rent Board Commissioner; 
James Chang, Berkeley Rent Board Commissioner; Leah Simon-Weisberg, Berkeley Rent 
Board Commissioner; Igor Trgub, Berkeley Rent Board Commissioner; Andy Katz, Director, 
East Bay Municipal Utility District; Christina Livingston, Proponent, California Affordable Housing 
Act. 
 
Housing 
Do you support Proposition 10, the Affordable Housing Act?  
Yes! 
 
What are the causes of the housing crisis in California and the Bay Area? 
California renters are experiencing a housing affordability crisis right now. The culprit is the law 
that Prop 10 is aiming to repeal, the Costa-Hawkins Rental Housing Act. This law allows 
property owners to raise rents to whatever the market will bear once a unit is vacant, it exempts 
single family homes and condominiums from rent control as well as denies cities the ability to 
stabilize rents on any new multi-unit building erected after 1995. When there is mention of a 
housing crisis its insinuates that there are not enough housing units for every one, however 
although this may be true, in Berkeley the affordability crisis is also a result of nearly 
one-thousand registered rent controlled units sitting empty because property owners refuse to 
put them on the market or use them as short term rentals on AirBnB. Many rental units also sit 
empty in the dozen or so new buildings in Berkeley because the rents are just too expensive for 
average people to afford.  I partially blame the housing crisis on businesses in the rental 
housing industry which create a shortage so that demand stays high justifying the exorbitant 
rental prices. I also blame the housing crisis on zoning regulations which limit the type or size of 
new residential construction. For example, in the City of Cupertino the maximum height for a 
multiple family residential development cannot exceed 30 feet. This type of zoning requirements 
limit the number of new rental units thus creating shortage.  
 
Describe your vision for housing justice.  
If elected, how will you use your position to advocate for this vision? Please cite any specific 
policy examples. My vision for housing is that no one is too poor to live in a safe, affordable, 
habitable home. I have a proposal that allows the City of Berkeley to balance the needs of 
tenants for affordable housing (as soon as possible) with the desires of property owners and 
developers for a fair return on their investments. If this proposal is implemented (following a 
presumed repeal of Costa-Hawkins), Berkeley will see an immediate increase in 
below-market-rate (BMR) units with every new construction project of 5 or more units, 
regardless of the length of the period of exemption from rent control that is granted to new 
construction projects. The longer the desired period of exemption from rent control, the higher 
the percentage of BMR units the developer must guarantee to the City. For example, for a 20 



years exemption the developer must provide 30% BMR units, for 25 years, 40% of units must 
be BMR, for 30 years, 50%, etc.  
 
Healthcare 
Do you support Medicare for All, and what would such a system entail?  
The Rent Board has no purview over Medicare, but I strongly support Medicare for All as no 
person should be sick because they could not afford to pay for their medical care. I see this 
systems as community clinics providing services to local residents. 
 
If elected, how will you use your position to fight for Medicare for All?  
The Rent Board has no oversight in the area of healthcare.  
 
Education 
What’s wrong with the current education system? What reforms would you like to see, 
and has the contemporary educational reform movement been effective at achieving 
them?  
The Rent Board has no purview over education, but I believe that good education should be a 
right and not a privilege. The current system discriminates against students living in 
economically depressed areas as there is less money for paying teachers a just wage and 
maintaining schools. I would like to once again see free Community College education (my last 
semester at El Camino Community College in 1984 was the last year it was free) and free 
education at all large Universities and for the cancelation of all student debt. 
 
What is the role of charter schools in your desired education system? Would you support 
a immediate, statewide moratorium on charter schools in California?  
 The Rent Board has no purview over education, but  my desired education system, charter 
schools do not exist and yes, I would support a statewide moratorium on charter schools. 
 
What role do teachers’ unions play in the education system? What role should they play, 
and what policies would you pursue to achieve this vision?  
Teacher unions are important because they represent teachers/employees working in the public 
school system and deal with such workplace issues as safety, pay, benefits and job security. I 
support creating affordable workforce housing for teachers so they can live in the community 
where they teach. 
 
Anti-Militarism 
How will you use your office to oppose war and imperialism?  
The Rent Board has no purview over foreign policy. However, I have been an outspoken critique 
of the  Afghanistan War since it started back in 2001.  
Do you support the Boycott Divestment and Sanctions movement to oppose the occupation of 
Palestine? Yes, I personally support the movement. 
 
Police & Prisons 



How will you use your office to fight against police brutality and other forms of state 
violence?  
The Rent Board has no purview over the Berkeley Police Department. However, as a former 
Police Explorer for the City of Inglewood and as a former journalist who has seen police brutality 
first hand, I support all efforts being   done in the City of Berkeley to remove the police 
department from Urban Shield program. 
 
What policies do you support to reduce and end mass incarceration?  
I support ending cash bail, and programs combatting the root causes that land most people in 
jail or prison: poverty, addiction and mental illness. I also support programs such a Project 
Remade which are helping the formerly incarcerated integrate back into society. 
 
The Environment 
What’s your ideal timetable for phasing out fossil fuel production and consumption 
including coal, oil and natural gas?  
The Rent Board has no purview over the environment, but I like the idea that by 2040 California 
will stop selling new gas powered cars. Right now electric cars are a luxury that not many can 
afford. I personally am giving up my car (the lease is up on Sept. 15th) to reduce my 
consumption of oil and gas. 
 
Please describe your vision for combating climate change, both globally and locally. How 
will you use your office to fight climate change?  
As Chair of the Habitable and Sustainable Committee, we are working to find ways to 
encourage owners of rent control properties to make their buildings more green by updating 
appliances to more energy efficient models, and upgrading windows, doors and heating 
systems.  I optimistically believe that small changes like these  multiplied nearly 20 thousand 
times (the number of rent controlled units in Berkeley) could make some difference locally.  
 
Immigration 
How will you use your office to fight against deportations and other attacks on immigrant 
communities?  
The Rent Board has no purview over immigration policy. However, I personally am against 
deportations and attacks on immigrant communities because I am an immigrant and know just 
how much immigrants, legal or not, contribute to California and beyond. Immigrants come here 
to work hard so they can improve their lives and that of their families.  
 
How would you use your office to strengthen the rights of immigrants and their access to 
public services and quality of life?  
Berkeley supports immigrants because many are here to attend Cal Berkeley. In Berkeley it is 
not legal to use immigration status as a reason to evict a tenant. As a Rent Board 
Commissioner, I will continue to support the law. 
 
Anti-Racism 



How would you use your office to strengthen the rights of people of color and their 
access to public services and quality of life?  
The Rent Board is tasked with upholding the Rent Stabilization and Eviction for Good Cause 
Ordinance and decides on appeals when a landlord or tenant disagrees with decision made by 
the Rent Board hearing officer. Many of the property owners are people of color as are the 
tenants. As a Commissioner the ethnicity of the appellant or the respondent plays no role in the 
decision I make.  
 
How would you fight against the criminalization of people of color?  
The Rent Board has no purview over the criminal justice, I believe more needs to be done to not 
criminalize people because they are living in poverty, dealing with addiction or mental illness. 
 
Taxation 
How do you propose to change our budget and tax structure (on the federal, state, or 
municipal level) to better fund public services?  
The Rent Board has no purview over tax law, but I do support reforming Prop 13. 
 
Labor Movement 
Are you a member of a union? Yes.  
 
Have you ever been? Please provide specifics and describe and leadership roles you 
have played.  
I am a proud member of SEIU 1000 in Oakland. I am an active member participating in many 
events including protesting at the Federal Building when the decision on Janus was announced 
earlier this summer. I’ve taken part in town hall meetings for the gubernatorial and other state 
wide races where SEIU was considering who it would endorse. Next month, I will be doing my 
first presentation to union members about the contributions of  Latinos workers in California of 
as part of Hispanic Heritage Month.  
 
What is the role of the labor movement in achieving your policy priorities?  
The Rent Board has no purview over labor law, however, I would very much like wage theft to 
be charged under the criminal code instead of the civil code. 
 
What specific labor or workers rights policies will you pursue?  
The Rent Board has no purview over labor law, but I strongly support the State Supreme Court’s 
decision earlier this year which protected the rights of workers who are being misclassified as 
independent contractors so that employers don’t have to provide them with workplace benefits 
required by labor law such as overtime pay, paid sick leave and workers’ compensation 
insurance.  
 


