
EBDSA 2018 Electoral Endorsement Questionnaire 
 

General 
1. Why do you want East Bay DSA’s endorsement? 

The Team Richmond slate consists of the three candidates (Melvin Willis for Richmond             
Mayor, Ada Recinos and Eduardo Martinez for Richmond City Council) endorsed by the             
Richmond Progressive Alliance (RPA). Both Team Richmond and the RPA share the            
DSA’s orientation towards talking political and economic power away from corporations           
and placing it instead in the hands of the people. 

2. Are you a democratic socialist? How do you define democratic socialism? 
All three Team Richmond candidates are democratic socialists, in the sense that we             
share Bernie Sanders’ desire to “create a government that works for all and not just the                
few.”  

3. If elected, how would you relate to East Bay DSA? 
East Bay DSA members would be encouraged to approach Team Richmond electeds            
with any ideas they think would benefit the people of Richmond. We are very open to                
new projects to increase civic engagement and shift the the balance of power in our               
community. 

4. Describe your top priorities and the policy areas that will be of most interest to you if                 
elected. 
The top priority of all three Team Richmond candidates is to create affordable housing              
that stop the process of gentrification and displacement that has swept across the Bay              
Area. As City Councilmembers, Eduardo and Melvin were instrumental in helping pass            
rent control in Richmond in 2016; it was the first new rent control measure in California in                 
30 years. We must also continue to stand up to Chevron on environmental matters and               
to maintain the dividing line that the RPA has drawn between that corporation and our               
city government. Lastly we will be working on workers issues like minimum wage, fair              
scheduling, training, and job opportunities.  

5. Please describe your plan to win this race. What is your “win number”? How will you get                 
there? 
Our win number in the mayoral race is 11,000 votes. It’s more difficult to determine a                
win number in the City Council race, given the large number of candidates, but we               
estimate it to be 8,000 votes. To get there we are running a volunteer-based canvassing               
and phone banking operation, calling on our allies and endorsers to talk to their              
constituencies in Richmond, and maintaining an aggressive schedule of candidate          
activities.  

6. If endorsed, what participation would you like to see from East Bay DSA in your               
campaign? 
We would welcome DSA volunteers on any part of our campaign. However we respect              
the fact that the organization has committed itself to the Jovanka Beckles and             
Proposition 10 campaigns already, and would not expect DSA to provide volunteer            



support. We would appreciate assistance in publicizing our campaign through DSA’s           
existing social media channels. 

7. What is your campaign budget, and how much have you raised thus far? What is your                
average donation size? What is your strategy to continue fundraising? 
The goal is to raise $75,000 for the slate; we have raised about $25,000 so far. The                 
average donation size has not been determined. Our strategy is to exhaust the             
processes for organizational donors (unions and progressive organizations), and then to           
shift to direct requests to previous contributors to RPA-endorsed candidates. 

8. Do you use public financing? 
Yes, all three candidates do. 

9. Have you ever, during this race, or in a previous electoral race, accepted campaign              
contributions from a corporation, corporate PAC, or lobbyist? If yes, please explain in             
detail. 
No. 

10. Is your race partisan? What is your relationship to your political party, if any? Why? 
No. All three candidates are registered Democrats, but the local Democratic Party            
organizations do not (yet) share our values. 

11. What community organizations are you a part of? 
All three candidates are members of the Richmond Progressive Alliance. Melvin is            
active with ACCE, both Eduardo and Ada are active in the Sierra Club.  

12. What is your profession? Is a significant portion of your income derived from capital              
holdings (e.g. investments, property, etc.)  
All three are Richmond City Council members. Eduardo is a retired school teacher,             
Melvin is an organizer with ACCE, and Ada works as a Communications and Outreach              
Manager for Ecoviva, which supports community-led social justice movements in Central           
America. 

13. Describe your record of public service. 
Eduardo has been on the City Council since 2014, Melvin since 2016, and Ada since               
2017.  All of them have additional years of service on city boards and commissions. 

14. Please list other major endorsements. 
Our Revolution (national), SEIU 1021, NUHW, ACCE-Action, Jovanka Beckles, Gayle          
McLaughlin, Kate Harrison, several others pending. 

 
Housing 

1. Do you support Proposition 10, the Affordable Housing Act? 
Yes.  

2. What are the causes of the housing crisis in California and the Bay Area? 
A large portion of the housing stock concentrated in the hands of relatively few people               
and corporations. Corporations like AirBnB transferring housing stock from the rental           
market into the tourism sector. Developers seeking to maximize profits by building only             
for the highest earners.  

3. Describe your vision for housing justice. If elected, how will you use your position to               
advocate for this vision? Please cite any specific policy examples. 



Housing is a human right. Everyone is entitled to housing they can afford. If elected,               
and if Proposition 10 passes, the Team Richmond candidates will work to enact stronger              
rent control measures in Richmond, extending the current program to a wider range of              
existing housing. 
 

Healthcare 
1. Do you support Medicare for All, and what would such a system entail?  

Yes. A single standard of care, everybody in and nobody out, undocumented residents             
included, parity between mental health and physical health care, funded by a payroll tax. 

2. If elected, how will you use your position to fight for Medicare for All? 
Not much health care policy is enacted on the city level, but all Team Richmond               
candidates have already voted in favor of a resolution supporting Single Payer. 

 
Education 

1. What’s wrong with the current education system? What reforms would you like to see,              
and has the contemporary educational reform movement been effective at achieving           
them? 
Corporate charter schools are syphoning public resources away from public schools. In            
Richmond the Team Richmond candidates passed a moratorium on the approval of new             
charter schools. Public schools struggle because families are struggling -- improving           
them requires broader social reforms. Team Richmond candidates are supporting a           
program to support parental involvement in public schools. 

2. What is the role of charter schools in your desired education system? Would you support               
a immediate, statewide moratorium on charter schools in California? 
Team Richmond has already supported a moratorium of charter schools in Richmond,            
and thinks it would be appropriate to do statewide as well. 

3. What role do teachers’ unions play in the education system? What role should they play,               
and what policies would you pursue to achieve this vision? 
Team Richmond values the role that teacher unions play in advocating for students and              
holding the line against charter schools. Teachers should play a large role in designing              
a better system, and their unions can help facilitate that. 

 
Anti-Militarism 

1. How will you use your office to oppose war and imperialism? 
Team Richmond is willing to take a stand on national issues as they impact us on the                 
local level.  

2. Do you support the Boycott Divestment and Sanctions movement to oppose the            
occupation of Palestine? 
Team Richmond has not considered its position on BDS, but we do oppose the              
occupation of Palestine.  

 
Police & Prisons 



1. How will you use your office to fight against police brutality and other forms of state                
violence? 
Team Richmond candidates have been helping implement a form of community policing            
in Richmond that has reduced conflict between citizens and the police. 

2. What policies do you support to reduce and end mass incarceration? 
To start, Team Richmond supports the abolishment of cash-bail, and the development of             
community programs that give opportunity to Richmond residents rather than push them            
through the pipeline to prison. 

 
The Environment 

1. What’s your ideal timetable for phasing out fossil fuel production and consumption            
including coal, oil and natural gas? 
As soon as possible. 

2. Please describe your vision for combating climate change, both globally and locally. How             
will you use your office to fight climate change? 
Team Richmond is implementing a program to require green building materials in city             
projects.  We hold Chevron accountable. 

 
Immigration  

1. How will you use your office to fight against deportations and other attacks on immigrant               
communities?  
All three Team Richmond candidates were active in the on-the-ground campaign to            
close down the ICE facility at the West County Detention Center, and voted in favor of an                 
ordinance to prevent the city from sharing data with agencies that share data with ICE.  

2. How would you use your office to strengthen the rights of immigrants and their access to                
public services and quality of life? 
To start, Team Richmond is working to create a translation program for city meetings so               
that non-English speakers to fully engage. 

 
Anti-Racism 

1. How would you use your office to strengthen the rights of people of color and their                
access to public services and quality of life? 
We will continue to recruit people of color to take our trainings for future members of city                 
boards and commissions. 

2. How would you fight against the criminalization of people of color? 
By continuing to partner with organizations that are dedicated to that cause, and by              
standing up for individual in our community. 

 
Taxation 

1. How do you propose to change our budget and tax structure (on the federal, state, or                
municipal level) to better fund public services? 
We support participatory budgeting, starting with the youth council, to determine the true             
goals of the public. 



 
Labor Movement 

1. Are you a member of a union? Have you ever been? Please provide specifics and               
describe and leadership roles you have played. 
Eduardo was a member of the United Teachers of Richmond. All three candidates have              
participated in actions at the request of SEIU and other local unions.  

2. What is the role of the labor movement in achieving your policy priorities? 
The labor movement in Richmond is strong and they are a good source of just ideas for                 
workers in Richmond. 

3. What specific labor or workers rights policies will you pursue?  
We achieved $15 minimum wage, but it should be higher. Just scheduling. Local jobs              
as part of development projects. 


