
Yes on Measure Y 
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

What is Measure Y?
Measure Y is a school bond measure on the November 3, 2020 ballot seeking voter authorization for 
Oakland Unified School District funding to make needed facilities repairs, upgrades, and improvements 
to Oakland Unified School District school sites. Measure Y requires 55% support to pass. A “YES vote” 
approves funding for the District’s plan; a “NO vote” rejects the plan. All Oakland Unified School District 
voters registered by October 19, 2020 will be eligible to vote on Measure Y. 

What is the actual question that voters will be asked to decide in November?
“Shall Oakland Unified School District’s measure to issue $735 million in bonds for: classrooms repair and 
school safety improvements including upgrading classrooms, science labs, and technology; improving 
student safety and security; repairing bathrooms, electrical systems, and plumbing/sewers; and 
improving energy efficiency/earthquake safety; at legal rates, levying about $60 per $100,000 of 
assessed value, raising an average of $48.5 million annually for approximately 30 years, with citizens’ 
oversight, audits, and no money for administrator salaries be adopted?”

How will Measure Y funds be used?

 Invest in upgraded technology for distance learning.
 Repair/Replace deteriorating classrooms, plumbing, potentially faulty air conditioning and 

electrical systems, and leaky roofs.
 Remove dry rot, termites, mold, and spores which can cause health problems.
 Improve core academic learning spaces and career technical education programs.

Will this effort improve instruction? 
Yes, an important part of an excellent education is having great school facilities. Studies show that 
students and teachers perform better in safe, modern classrooms and school facilities. Additionally, 
modern classrooms and technology will help ensure that our local students are prepared to function at 
the highest technological level so they can achieve success as they continue in college, jobs, and careers.
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What are the urgent needs of the schools’ facilities?
Cleaning the buildings of rodents and insects. The lack of air conditioning and/or heaters in many 
classrooms. The deteriorating classrooms that have dangerous, non-earthquake safe foundations. The 
leaking roofs that cause flooding and puddles in school buildings. The lack of adequate quality across the 
board within different OUSD schools, buildings, and classrooms

Doesn’t the STATE provide funding for facility upgrades?  
Very little. In the past, State funding has been available to support local school upgrades but especially 
now, we cannot count on this uncertain source of funding.  Moreover, in order to access state funding, 
school districts MUST generate local matching funds by passing a local school bond measure.  Passing a 
local bond is the ONLY way to qualify for additional state funding if and when it becomes available.  
There are no other sources of funding for major facility upgrades. 

How much will Measure Y cost?
The $735 million bond translates to $60 per year for every $100,000 of assessed valuation. The assessed valuation 
refers to taxable value, not the market value of your home. The taxable value of your home or business will 
depend on when you purchased it.

Who makes the final decision on a local school bond? 
The locally elected Oakland Unified School District Board of Trustees is the legal entity that has called for 
the Measure Y election. Ultimately, Oakland Unified School District REGISTERED VOTERS will have the 
final say when they vote for or against the measure.

How can we be assured that Measure Y money will be spent properly?
Taxpayer protections are REQUIRED. By law, all funds from Measure Y must stay local, dedicated to 
OUSD schools only. The State cannot take Measure Y funding away. Measure Y funding is only for school 
instructional and educational needs. No funds are allowed for administrators' salaries or pensions. 
Additionally, Independent Citizens' Oversight and mandatory audits are required by the Measure.

Who is eligible to vote on Measure Y?
All registered voters within Oakland Unified School District will be eligible to vote on Measure Y on the 
November 3rd, 2020 ballot. 

What is required for Measure Y to pass?
At least 55% of the voters who cast their ballots in the November 3rd Election must vote in favor of the 
bond for it to be approved. Measure Y is being sought under the provisions of Proposition 39, which 
prohibits use of the funds for operations, administrator salaries, or pensions and also requires 
independent financial and performance audits on the use of bond proceeds. 

If OUSD voters approve Measure Y, when will the work begin? 
Once the measure is approved, the District will immediately focus on addressing the most critical needs. 
A schedule for funding projects will be developed so they can be completed on time and within budget.

Where can I get more information?
Visit the Measure Y website to learn more about the bond and how it will benefit Oakland 
students: www.YesforOaklandSchools.com


