
Health and Safety Committee

Minutes of Thursday, July 1, 2010

Location:  853 N. Edgemont St.

AGENDA ITEMS:

1.  
Welcome and introductions: Meeting begins at 7:00 PM.  

Committee members in attendance are:  

Craig Cox, Co-Chair

Leon Jost

Doug Haines

Members of public attending are J.D. Brown and Armen Realty owner Armen Makasjian.  Member of East Hollywood Neighborhood Council in attendance is Board member Eric Moore.

2. Public Comment:  None.

3.
Approval of meeting minutes:  No minutes.

4.   
Action items

a.   5111 – 5117 Santa Monica Blvd.  Health and safety problems created by Metro bus stops.

Armen Makasjian explains the health and safety problems experienced at his property with the Metro Transit Authority’s move of its Metro Rapid and Local bus stops to the curb in front of his business.   Problems include unsanitary conditions resulting from overflowing trash receptacle and subsequent vermin infestation.  Safety issues include narrow sidewalk, tree well and driveway apron creating dangerous ingress/egress for pedestrians and bus passengers.


Rapid line moved two years ago from 5000 block of Santa Monica Blvd. after request from Elementary School official to Councilman Garcetti’s office, due to concern over children being approached by waiting passsengers.  No notification was given to businesses affected by move.  

Mr. Makasjian met June 2, 2010 at site with MTA, Department of Sanitation and representative of Garcetti’s office.  MTA official suggests “No littering” signs and a second bus bench.  

Craig Cox states that boarding area restrictions are an Americans with Disability Act issue.  Leon points out that teachers supervise children on the play field.  Eric suggests a private bus shelter at site that is regularly maintained, or moving the stops back to 5000 block.
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Doug Haines moves to write letter to MTA requesting that bus stop be moved back to historic location on 5000 block of Santa Monica Blvd., or if not feasible to remove MTA bus bench and replace with private bus shelter.  Leon seconds.

Motion approved unanimously.

b.   Communication problems with Rampart LAPD. 

Eric Moore discusses poor communication with Rampart division, specifically recent shooting on Heliotrope at 4:30 PM at the Smoke Shop.  Eric states that shop employees were seen removing shell casing evidence prior to police arrival, but police refused to take witness testimony or return phone calls.  Eric further states that residents attempted to assist police investigation by preparing spread sheet of witnesses that was forwarded to Rampart gang unit, and by organizing multiple community meetings.  Eric reports that Rampart largely ignored such efforts.

Craig states that Rampart is notorious for runaround.  Morale very low, officers older and don’t care, that without a victim Rampart doesn’t consider  a crime having taken place.  Craig suggests addressing matter through Division Commander; set up meeting with Commanding officer. Further suggests going to Central Bureau if no response from Rampart.  Craig states that he will make call to Rampart.

No vote.

c.
Prostitution and Drug activity on Serrano Ave. at La Mirada Ave.
Leon discusses concern over his sighting of white female prostitute, early twenties, seen shooting up heroin on Serrano Ave.  Craig states that MS gang member has moved from Covenant House to 1205 N. Serrano Ave.  

Leon moves to communicate problems with Hollywood Division at next CPAB meeting or other opportunity.  Doug seconds.  Motion unanimously approved.

d.  Nomination of new committee members.

Nomination by Leon of Eric Moore and J.D. Brown.  Doug seconds.  Unanimous approval.   Discussion of potential replacement candidate for co-chair Ed Magos.

5.     Old Business:  Leon raises issue of stray cats and people who feed them.  Eric comments on cat food left on Heliotrope.  Doug discusses problems with roving cat lovers and how local couple has been spaying and neutering population.

6.     New Business:
Eric and J.D. comment on disruptive partying by businesses on Heliotrope and Melrose.

Doug Haines discusses 101 Freeway landscaping along Serrano Ave.

ADJOURNMENT:  8:40 PM.

Health and Safety Committee

Minutes of Thursday, August 12, 2010

Location:  853 N. Edgemont St.

AGENDA ITEMS:

1.  
Welcome and introductions: Meeting begins at 7:00 PM.  

Committee members in attendance are:  

Craig Cox, Co-Chair

J.D. Brown

Leon Jost

Doug Haines

Eric Moore

Members of public attending are Armen Realty owner Armen Makasjian and Andrew Conner of People Assisting the Homeless (“PATH”).  Members of East Hollywood Neighborhood Council in attendance are Board President David Bell and Board member Jennifer Muran.

2.
Public Comment:  Eric Moore asks to add helicopter pilot representative to list of invitees.

3.
Approval of meeting minutes:  Leon moves to approve, Craig seconds.  Unanimous.

4.   
Action items

a.  
Public Records Act Request wih the Los Angeles Office of Zoning Administration to obtain years 2008 and 2009 LAPD Crime Statistics by Reporting District (“ABC runs”). (Doug Haines, District 3 representative).

Craig Cox says to table, will attempt to obtain without CPRA request. 

 b.  
Non-permitted marijuana dispensary in the R3 residential zone at 5204 Fountain Ave. 

Craig says to approach Federal Drug Enforcement Agency; LAPD Metro Narcotics division will not deal with the issue.  Also states that prosecutor Will Rivera of the Los Angeles City Attorney’s office says courts kick back such cases.  Recommend letters to City Attorney, CD 13, Metro Narcotics.

Motion to approve:  Eric Moore.  Leon 2nd.  Unanimous.
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c.
Non-compliance by People Assisting the Homeless with mandatory variance conditions imposed on its Hollywood facility at 5627 Fernwood Ave.
Andrew Conner of PATH states that there is a daily shuttle service from Madison facility and an evening curfew.  No loitering is allowed.  24-hour security.  Says county sheriff drops off people at all hours and can’t be refused.  States that conditions for variance approval are impossible to abide by, and that only an idiot would have agreed to them.  Reads letter from PATH that states they are in compliance with their conditions of approval.

Craig agrees that the conditions cannot realistically be adhered to.

David Bell seeks a compromise.

Doug Haines states that the community did not appeal original variance approval because of strict conditions, and that the zoning administrator should rehear the application.  Says a compromise was reached five years ago, and PATH has blatantly ignored abiding by it.

Leon suggests making curfew at dinner time rather than 9 PM.

Table for further discussion.

d.  Letter of complaint to LA Dept. of Street Services about cutbacks in street sweeping.

Eric moves to approve, Craig seconds.  JD abstains.  All others in favor.

e.
Drug sales, prostitution activity and homeless encampments along 101 Freeway embankment near Western Ave.

Leon says CHP will not get involved.  Andrew Conner offers outreach through PATH.  Doug states that hardcore drug users need to leave, and fastest solution is to cut back vegetation they hide in.

Doug moves to send letter to State Senator Curren Price.  Craig seconds.  Unanimous.

f.
Staff reductions in City Attorneys dedicated to Building and Safety code violations.
Armen says Glendale has consistent Building and Safety code enforcement while LA does not.  David Bell says to send a letter directly to Carmen Trutanich.  

Doug moves, Leon seconds, unanimous.

g.
Information to explain frequent LAPD helicopter flyovers near Virgil and Santa Monica Blvd.

Craig states that air support explained that Hollywood is a high crime area, and helicopters are on constant patrol to assist officers.  Eric states that air support will not tell you anything if you call; Craig says records are not kept and it’s pilot discretion..  
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h.
Illicit drug and gang activity on Western Ave.
Craig states that a LAPD task force is working on the problem, which is most prevalent on Friday and Saturday evenings.  Leon suggests surveillance cameras.  David Bell wants a vigilante group.  

Tabled for future agenda item.

5.     Old Business:  Eric reiterates problems with Rampart Division.  Armen states that bus stops are not being maintained.  David raises the possibility of a Route 66 designation or a Business Improvement District.  .

6.     New Business:
Eric comments on need to have a meeting with senior lead officers.  

ADJOURNMENT:  9:06 PM.

Health and Safety Committee

Minutes of Thursday, October 7, 2010

Location:  853 N. Edgemont St.

AGENDA ITEMS:

1.  
Welcome and introductions: Meeting begins at 7:00 PM.  

Committee members in attendance are:  

J.D. Brown

Leon Jost

Doug Haines

Eric Moore

Police officers present are Rampart Division Senior Lead Matt Ziegler and partner Victor Gutierras.

Members of public attending are neighbors and business owners, and John Coleman of the Hollywood Studio District Neighborhood Council.

Members of East Hollywood Neighborhood Council in attendance are Board President David Bell and Board members Alfredo Hernandez and Julia Griswold.

2.
Approval of minutes:  Leon moves, J.D. seconds.  Unanimous.

3.
Police Update:  Eric Moore chairs meeting in absence of Craig Cox.  Officer Ziegler states that only 3 burglaries have been reported in Reporting District 201 in a 3-month period.   States burglaries are difficult to solve and hard to fingerprint.  States that kids are knocking on residential doors and break in at back if no answer.  Says to call if suspicious.  Also says DWP look-alikes are approaching homeowners and distracting while partner robs house.  

Eric Moore says Rampart response is slow and is a concern for safety.  Ziegler responds that Rampart is a busy division and Hollywood is far from its center.  Ziegler reveals that there were a string of robberies at Melrose/Vermont bus stop involving assaults.  Says witnesses to one crime followed suspects, who started tagging and were arrested.

Julia says Melrose is poorly lit from Vermont to Virgil.  David comments that he needs crime stats & asks about helicopter traffic.  Ziegler responds that lighting is a City matter to request through CD13, that stats are on-line, and that helicopter watch commander’s direct line is (213) 485-2600.

Officer Ziegler comments on inoperative surveillance cameras on Vermont, says CD13 spent $15,000 per camera and used a vendor whose software is incompatible with LAPD.  Also says Rampart is sponsoring a carnival on Vermont scheduled for Oct. 29 – 31, will shut down street.  
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Neighbor complains of Vermont/Lexington clinic welfare fraud.  Ziegler responds that he’s familiar with operator.

Eric asks Ziegler to attend monthly Safety meetings.  Agrees to do so.  

4.
Public Comment:  None.

5.   
Action items

a.  
Discussion and possible action regarding public complaints of inadequate communication by officers of Rampart Division of the Los Angeles Police Department.

Issue addressed by regular police attendance of Safety Committee.  No vote.

b.
Discussion and possible action regarding request for funding of up to $2,000 by the Thai Community Development Center for its “Live/Work/Play” health fair event held November 20, 2010 at the Hollywood Metro Plaza.

Representative not in attendance.  No vote.

c.
Discussion and possible action regarding identification badges for Health and Public Safety committee members.

Eric asks for guidelines for use.   Moves to approve.  Leon seconds.  Unanimous.  

6. Old Business:  None.

7.
New Business:  Eric suggests 1st Thursday of month for regular meetings.  Location in community room at 5030 Santa Monica Blvd.  

ADJOURNMENT:  9:10 PM

Health and Safety Committee

Minutes of Thursday, November 4, 2010

Location:  5030 Santa Monica Blvd.

AGENDA ITEMS:

1.  
Welcome and introductions: Meeting begins at 7:15 PM.  

Committee members in attendance are:  

J.D. Brown

Craig Cox

Leon Jost

Doug Haines

Eric Moore

Police officers present are Rampart Division Senior Lead Matt Ziegler and partner Victor Gutierras.

Members of public attending are Leo Valenzia, Able Virallie of Hollywood Presbyterian Medical Center, and Armen Realty owner Armen Makasjian.

Member of East Hollywood Neighborhood Council in attendance is Board President David Bell.

2.
Approval of minutes:  Leon moves, Eric seconds, Craig abstains.  Unanimous.

3. Police Update: Officer Ziegler doesn’t have crime stats to distribute, but says crime has been low.  Carnival on Vermont Ave. was successful.  Arrested gang members loitering but no other problems.  States that CalTrans has approved grant for sprucing up Virgil Village from Melrose Ave. to Santa Monica Blvd., will plant trees and restore storefronts.  Completion date of January, 2012.  

J.D. says Carnival gave no notice of Vermont Ave. street closure, and that outreach was poor.  David Bell states that rides were pricey and beer toss was dangerous.   Wants NC to sponsor tickets.  

David Bell says he used helicopter hot line during incident and was successful.  Officer Ziegler says incident was hostage situation.  Eric states that Chief Beck was not emphatic at a recent meeting; Craig says he’s not a politician.  

Doug raises issue of illegal marijuana dispensaries not closing.  Officer Gutierras states that Valley division is going after dispensaries, Russian mafia involved, and that an attorney is dedicated to prosecuting them.  Officer Ziegler states that Rampart shuts down dispensaries but they reopen.  Gutierras says dispensaries are allowed to grow on site.  Both say LAPD wants to shut down dispensaries but is waiting for City Council and City Attorney to provide more direction.  
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4.
Public Comment:  Doug mentions mattress fire on 5400 block La Mirada Ave.  Officer Ziegler says fires set by residents tired of transients.  Doug says that was not applicable in this instance.

Leon raises issue of surveillance cameras.  Eric says CD 13 has no recollection of installation of cameras on Vermont Ave. that don’t work with Rampart software.  Ziegler says he tried to raise issue with Rampart superiors but was cut off.  

5.   
Action items

a.  
Discussion and possible action regarding nomination of a Chair and members for the new Public Health Committee, and establishment of guidelines for its operations.

Able distributes possible committee outline.  States he has three people already interested.  Craig asks about vaccines and blood drives.  Doug makes motion for pre-committee to meet and return to Public Safety committee for guidance.  Eric 2nd.  Unanimous.

b.
Discussion of continued security problems at 1601 N. Hobart Blvd.

Craig says he hasn’t heard of any recent LAPD efforts.  Says task force will be back Nov. 8.  Ziegler says site needs perimeter of barbed wire to deter trespassing.  Says Neighborhood Prosecutor is Claudia Martin, and that she should take action against Hollywood Community Housing Corp. if problems not resolved.  Doug asks if City can essentially cite itself, since property purchase was financed by City.

c.
Discussion and possible action regarding a request for funding of up to $500 by the Los Angeles Police Dept. (Hollywood Division) for holiday toys for blind and deaf children from impoverished families.

Craig says kids are underprivileged, not blind and deaf.  Donations are low.  Officer Ziegler says Rampart has long tradition of having Christmas celebration for kids at School for Blind.  Eric makes motion for support up to $400. Leon seconds.  Unanimous.  

d.
Discussion and possible action regarding approval of guidelines for identification badges.
Doug distributes proposed guidelines.  Eric requests line added that badges are not to be used for financial or material gain.  Eric moves to approve.  Leon seconds.  Unanimous

6.
Old Business:  1266 N. Serrano Ave.  Owner Leo Valenzia says gave notice to tenant who has allowed drug dealers and prostitutes to say in apt.  Craig says tenant was arrested; Doug corrects that tenant and drug dealer were different people.  Armen says senior lead needs to get involved to build case against tenant; get “No Trespassing” sign.  Leon says to get surveillance cameras….Doug says business card budget broke from buying crappy cards he doesn’t want.  

7.
New Business:  Eric agrees to be committee co-chair.  Doug mentions counterfeit Disneyland tickets being sold on Sunset Blvd. by White Fence gang.  Craig says MS gang behind it.

ADJOURNMENT:  9:35 PM
Health and Safety Committee

Minutes of Thursday, December 2, 2010

Location:  5030 Santa Monica Blvd.

AGENDA ITEMS:

1.  
Welcome and introductions: Meeting begins at 7:20 PM.  

Committee members in attendance are:  

Craig Cox

Doug Haines

Eric Moore

Officer present is Sheriff Dept. Lieutenant Infante.  Member of public attending is Ariel Gutierrez.

Member of East Hollywood Neighborhood Council in attendance are Board President David Bell, Board member Julia Griswold.

2. Approval of minutes: Craig moves, Eric seconds.  Unanimous.

3. Public Comment:  Eric discusses stabbing previous Monday at LACC of student on campus whose laptop was stolen.

4. Police Update: Lt. Infante, sheriff dept. field lieutenant assigned to all LA community colleges campuses.  Assigned 2 investigators to stabbing on LACC campus.  Incident occurred November 29 at 7:30 PM.  Assault by 2 white males at science tech building.  Article in LA Times 11/30.

Eric states concerns about division of responsibilities between LAPD and sheriff.  Julia questions crime beyond campus border and sheriff response.  Lt.. Infante states Dept. has only 1 deputy on campus in addition to security officers and cadets.  

Eric asks if sheriff dept can be called if crime is occurring just beyond campus perimeter; concerned about slow LAPD response.  Lt. Infante says no, deputies can’t leave campus for calls, and sheriff dept. unable to communicate with LAPD due to different frequency.  Craig says in old days 40 minutes for a police response was normal, and UCLA took care of Westwood Village for LAPD.

Lt. Infante says LACC made contract limiting deputies and services, and to contact college administration to change it.  Says to call (323) 267-3709 to contact his desk regarding crimes.  

5. Presentation regarding a request for a Conditional Use Permit by Buja America, Inc. of 1001 N. Vermont Ave., for the sale and dispensing of a full line of alcoholic beverages in conjunction with a Karaoke lounge/restaurant seating 120 patrons and operating from 10AM to 2 AM daily.  Also, a request to deviate from the specified hours of operation under LA Municipal Code section 12.22.A.23(a) 
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Hearing fliers were distributed on Sunday, November 28 to residences west of site.

Ariel Gutierrez, representative.  Owner previously partnered with another operator, sued and took possession of business.  2006 CUP expired in 2009, 8 private rooms for karaoke and a bar.  Looking for off-site parking to supplement 12 stalls on site.  Currently operating 5PM to 2AM few days each week.  Owner has another restaurant at 3680 Wilshire, 5th floor, and a check cashing business at 8th and Oxford.  

Eric says site disgusting, questions clientele, and whether owner is responsible for maintaining lot.   Mr. Gutierrez states owner will clean lot, install surveillance cameras, have an armed guard and provide valet parking.  Craig says hours too late, needs to fit in community that surrounds it.  Asks if owner has following.  Doug says no support until lot and building are clean and parking secured.  Asks about B-girls.  Mr. Gutierrez says karaoke rooms have windows to prevent prostitution.  

6. Action items

a.  
Discussion and possible action regarding nomination of a Chair and members for the new Public Health Committee, and establishment of guidelines for its operations.

Continued to Jan 6, 2011.

b.
Discussion and possible action regarding the Los Angeles City Council’s placement on the March, 2011 ballot of a measure to tax marijuana sales at marijuana dispensaries, which under State law are prohibited from selling marijuana.

Doug explains City Attorney’s opposition to tax as legitimizing illegal dispensaries and undercutting ordinance. Asks for NC opposition to ballot measure.  Eric points out that there’s no revenue for the City on something that’s illegal to sell. Craig suggests going to Police Commission/writing a letter to Commission urging enforcement of ordinance.  

Eric moves, Craig 2nds.  Unanimous.

c.
Discussion and possible action regarding a nomination of a Co-Chair.  Candidates include committee member Eric Moore.

Doug recommends Eric.  Craig seconds.   Unanimous.  

6.
Old Business:  Badges.  Craig shows newest style.  

7.
New Business:  Suggestion to have Julia Griswold on committee.  Craig mentions Captains Congress.  

ADJOURNMENT:  10:17 PM

Health and Safety Committee

Minutes of Thursday, January 6, 2011

Location:  5030 Santa Monica Blvd.

AGENDA ITEMS:

1.  
Welcome and introductions: Meeting begins at 7:20 PM.  

Committee members in attendance are:  

J.D. Brown

Craig Cox

Doug Haines

Leon Jost

Eric Moore

Officers present are Senior Leads Matt Ziegler, Justin Stuart, John Wolfe.  Members of public attending are Armen Makasjian, John Gustinante, Kevin Ayres, “Emile,” “Ken.”

Members of East Hollywood Neighborhood Council in attendance are Board President David Bell, Board members Julia Griswold and Jennifer Moran.

2.
Police Update: Eric says that his district has experienced a number of home break-ins.  Muggings have also occurred at night.  Officer Ziegler responds that there have been a couple of reported break-ins, but no arrests.  Lots of robberies at night, assailants identified as 2 males, one Black other Hispanic. Says lighting on Edgemont is terrible and conducive to crime.  Advises property owners to install motion detectors.

Officer Ziegler states Rampart down 3% in reported crimes.  Discusses use of bait cars and car laden with items to attract thieves.  Says isn’t entrapment, as give thieves opportunity to approach police prior to arrest.

Eric mentions complaints regarding gang problems at 1002 N. Mariposa.  Officer Ziegler says location is a familiar problem, knows “Shorty,” who started gang JM.  

Kevin Ayres raises issue of windshield thieves in his neighborhood west of 101 Freeway.  Craig Cox mentions that Police Academy class being cancelled.  Jennifer Moran says gang tagging everywhere, and asks why police don’t pursue vandals more vigorously.  Doug asks why cities bordering LA are graffiti-free while LA is a graffiti vandal’s paradise.

Officer Ziegler says cuts in services will increase crime, have limited cars to serve large area.  Officer Fernando Zuniga is Rampart graffiti officer.  Says Vermont Ave. after midnight is dangerous, and that dysfunctional surveillance cameras on Vermont are being reviewed to correct problem.  States that gang members ask for the time or money and then assault victims.  Says to run if approached.
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3.
Public Comment:  Leon distributes “Lost Dog” fliers.  Armen states that his apartment building on Hobart Blvd. at Hollywood Blvd. is having problems with drug addicts in area, particularly homeless living at closed Sizzler Restaurant.  Says someone approached tenants asking for meth.  Craig responds that LAPD task force was disbanded, now detectives are responsible.  

Manager of apartment building at 5425 Carlton Way says building across street at 5426 is where constant drug deals occur.  Leon notes more homeless in area digging through trash containers.

4.
Approval of Minutes:  Eric moves, Craig seconds.  Leon and J.D. can’t vote.  Approved.

5.
Presentation regarding a request by the Arco Gas Station at 1024 N. Vermont Ave. for a Conditional Use Permit to allow the sale of beer and wine for off-site consumption (Jacques Messachi, applicant).  
No representative in attendance.  Tabled.

6.
Presentation regarding a request for a Conditional Use Permit by Buja America, Inc. of 1001 N. Vermont Ave., for the sale and dispensing of a full line of alcoholic beverages in conjunction with a Karaoke lounge/restaurant seating 120 patrons and operating from 10AM to 2 AM daily.  Also, a request to deviate from the specified hours of operation under LA Municipal Code section 12.22.A.23(a)
Update from Doug of ZA hearing at City Hall, says City tabled consideration until questions answered regarding legality of Karaoke rooms.  States that a chain has been put up in parking lot.  Eric says lot still smells like a bathroom.

7.
Action Items:

A.
Discussion and possible action regarding nomination of an additional committee member.  Eric nominates Julia Griswold.  J.D. Brown seconds.  Unanimous.

B.  
Discussion and possible action regarding committee co-chairs speaking before the Los Angeles Police Commission regarding Neighborhood Council concerns of: (1) Inadequate communication with community by LAPD Rampart Division Command Staff; (2) Lack of City/LAPD enforcement efforts against illegal marijuana dispensaries and; (3) Increased level of graffiti tagging throughout East Hollywood.  

Craig states that Commission meets every Tuesday morning at 9:30. Public comment allowed at end.  Says Exc. Ast. “Tammy” will present problems that we email.  Doug asks about Pot clinics; Craig says not something that Commission will address.  Doug moves that Craig and Eric write letter on NC letterhead.  Eric seconds.  Unanimous.

C.
Discussion and possible action regarding on-going gang activity within residential property located at 1002 N. Maripoosa.  Discussed with Off. Ziegler, who agreed to go to site and speak with owner.  No action.  

D.
Discussion and possible action regarding selecting representatives to attend LAPD Captain’s Congress.  Tabled.  

8.
Old Business:  Julia asks about LACC sheriff contract; Leon suggests requesting contract.

9.
New Business:  None.  

ADJORN AT 9:07 P.M.
Health and Safety Committee

Minutes of Thursday, February 3, 2011

Location:  5030 Santa Monica Blvd.

AGENDA ITEMS:

1.  
Welcome and introductions: Meeting begins at 7:15 PM.  

Committee members in attendance are:  

J.D. Brown

Craig Cox

Doug Haines

Leon Jost

Eric Moore

No LAPD Officers present.  Members of East Hollywood Neighborhood Council in attendance are Board members Julia Griswold and Noel Hyan.  

Members of public in attendance are Scott Campbell, President of the Central Hollywood NC, on behalf of Arco CUP applicant Jacques Messachi; Susana Morales and Milbet Del Cid of Amalia’s Kitchen; Emilie Dimalanta, Chuck Justice, Bob Hariri, Joanne Broderick, Russano Mousul, Don Bustamonte

2.
Police Update: Craig discusses shooting Bellflower gang member at Santa Monica Blvd. and Normandie Ave. by Armenian Power gang members.  Four AP members in white, 4-door sedan Infinite or Mercedes.  

3.
Public Comment:  Susana Morales discusses homeless encampments on Virgil Ave., trash problem.  Craig says number of homeless tripled in 2010 count.  J.D. suggests City’s Adopt A Basket program for trash.  Doug asks if recycling center is part of problem.

4.
Approval of minutes:  Eric moves, Leon 2nds.  Unanimous.

5.
Presentation regarding a request by the Arco Gas Station at 1024 N. Vermont Ave. for a Conditional Use Permit to allow the sale of beer and wine for off-site consumption (Jacques Messachi, applicant).   Scott Campell representative, wishes to receive community input prior to filing application.  Distributes layout of AM/PM Market for site; construction plans already  approved.  Applicant has another Chevron station at 1255 N. Highland that sells beer and wine.  Says City won’t permit more parking that allowed by SNAP.  Doug asks if a request was filed for an exception from SNAP limitation.  


Eric asks if existing media trucks for adjacent theatre will move; told no.  Craig says he’s against off-site alcohol sales.  Says market will be robbed on frequent basis and needs security.  Scott says will not have security guard.  Craig asks for 60-day retention of video, graffiti removed within 8-hour shift.  Says alcohol sales should be no later than 9PM.   Asks if tobacco will also be sold.  
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Eric asks if market would sell fortified wines and single cans of beer or malt liquor.  Scott says applicant open to not selling those items.  Doug asks what percentage of floor space will be devoted to alcohol.  Scott says not specified.  J.D. suggests low shelves for clear view of any alcohol theft from coolers.  Asks for healthier food options.  Julia says she’s disgusted with British Petroleum.  Scott says application will be filed this month with City for CUP.

6.
Presentation regarding a request for a Conditional Use Permit by Amalia’s Kitchen Restaurant at 751 N. Virgil Ave. for a Conditional Use Permit to allow the sale of beer and wine for on-site consumption, restaurant seating 70 patrons and operating from 10 AM to 10 PM daily.   Site is located in a reporting district with an over-concentration of alcohol licenses, is within 100 feet of residential property, has five churches and Blind Children’s Center among identified sensitive receptors.  Restaurant has 36 interior seats and 34 patio seats.

Applicant says CUP request comes from customers asking for beer with food.  Business in operation 3 years, with ethnic clientele.  Unarmed security on weekends, willing to add more days as needed.  Craig asks why needed security; told due to parking lot issues.

Doug asks about lack of adequate parking, over-concentration of alcohol in area, residential impacts from boisterous patrons parking on street.  Applicant says may institute valet parking, charging $3 to $4.  Eric asks if alcohol can be restricted to inside restaurant; applicant says can limit patio hours.  Scott Campbell suggests filing a Plan Approval Check to restrict CUP to site; Julia says she supports restaurant. 

7.
Update regarding a request for a Conditional Use Permit by Buja America, Inc. of 1001 N. Vermont Ave. for the sale and dispensing of a full line of alcoholic beverages in conjunction with a Karaoke lounge/restaurant seating 120 patrons and operating from 10 AM to 2 AM daily.  No representative present.  Eric says lot cleaned up but walked into building and up stairs and no one was there.  One car was in the lot when visited at 7 PM.  Looks sketchy.

8.
Update regarding Community Health Committee.  No one shows up.  Leon and Doug didn’t receive confirmation of any meeting.  Eric and Doug will contact Able Virallie.

9.
Action items:


a.
  Continued discussion and possible action regarding Public Safety Committee recommendation to oppose March 2011 Ballot Measure M to tax marijuana sales at marijuana dispensaries, since sale of marijuana at such dispensaries is prohibited under State law. 

Brief discussion about ballot measure.  

b.
Discussion and possible action regarding EHNC sending a letter to LAPD, Hollywood Division, requesting support for No Parking from dusk ‘til dawn at the soon-to-be-created La Mirada Park at Serrano and La Mirada.  

Doug reads draft letter to Captain Girmala.  Eric moves to approve.  Leon seconds.  Unanimous.
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c. 
Discussion and possible action regarding EHNC sending a letter to LA City Council stating opposition to plans to increase density in and around freeways, in light of evidence that autism rates are twice as high in children born within 1,000 of freeways and that living within close proximity of freeways damages children’s lung capacity for life.  

Doug distributes article, reads draft letter.  Julia suggests contacting PTAs and other neighborhood councils.  Craig moves, Eric seconds.  Unanimous.  

d.
Continued discussion and possible action regarding committee co-chairs speaking before the Los Angeles Police Commission regarding Neighborhood Council concerns of: (1) Inadequate communication with community by LAPD Rampart Division Command Staff; (2) Lack of City/LAPD enforcement efforts against illegal marijuana dispensaries and; (3) Increased level of graffiti tagging throughout East Hollywood.  
Tabled.

e.
Discussion and possible action regarding the creation of a “Gangs 101” presentation created and scheduled with appropriate LAPD representatives and a potentially relevant non-profit organizations such as Aztecs Rising.

Manager of 1601 N. Hobart complains of gang activity on site; discussion of ways to evict problem tenant.  Item tabled for further discussion.  

f.
Discussion and possible action regarding increase in prostitution in East Hollywood.

Craig says prostitution on Western Ave. after midnight is horrendous, secretaries walking streets at night to make more money in bad economy.  Item tabled.  

10.
Old Business:  Doug talks about vehicle break-ins.

11.
New Business:  Suggestion for a member of the City Attorney’s office to attend.  

ADJORN AT  9:49 PM.

Public Safety Committee

Minutes of Thursday, March 3, 2011

Location:  5030 Santa Monica Blvd.

AGENDA ITEMS:

1.  
Welcome and introductions: Meeting begins at 7:15 PM.  

Committee members in attendance are:  

Craig Cox

J.D. Brown

Doug Haines

Leon Jost

Eric Moore

LAPD Officers present are Matt Zeigler, Armen Sevaldian, David Abdalian. 

Members of the public in attendance are Marv Friedman, Margaret Starr, Carolyn Braver, Carl Settila, Sean Chung, Armen Makasjian.

2.
Public Comment:  None.

3.
Approval of minutes:  Eric moves, Craig 2nds.  Unanimous.

4.
Follow up presentation regarding a request by the Arco Gas Station at 1024 N. Vermont Ave. for a Conditional Use Permit to allow the sale of beer and wine for off-site consumption (Jacques Messachi, applicant).  Tabled.

5.
Presentation regarding a request by the Boiling Shrimp Restaurant at 5112 W. Hollywood Blvd. for a Conditional Use Permit to allow the sale of beer and wine for on-site consumption. Applicant’s representative states that restaurant is family style, open to midnight.  60 seats.  States that after 5PM, all other businesses in commercial strip are closed except another restaurant.  Parking attendant works 10AM to 4PM.  Additional parking is available across Hollywood Blvd.


Questions from committee about having security; applicant responds none will be provided.  One employee on duty during day.  SLO Armen states ABC requires STAR training with Hollywood Division.  States that police will cite restaurant if patrons intoxicated.  Doug asks if alcohol will be served without food order.  Applicant eventually responds yes.  Doug responds that application states otherwise, requests that no alcohol be served without food order.  Asks about neon Coor’s sign in restaurant.  Applicant states it’s an antique. 

6.
LAPD update.   Discussion of officer-involved shooting at Westmoreland and Fountain Ave.  Residents raise issue of vagrant who died, state was a Viet vet known to community and not a threat.  Officer Abdalian states police are trained to respond, that vagrant fired at officers and they responded due to threat.  Eric asks about LAPD procedure dealing with response to mentally ill.  Craig says that he has never had problems with LAPD and his mentally ill clients.  Neighbor states concern about putting people in jeopardy by calling for police; officers respond that police aren’t the problem.  Residents complain that there is no info from northeast division
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Officer Sevaldian says Citizen’s Academy is a 9-week program on Wednesdays, have realistic police simulations.  Public can see how police respond.

Sean Chung, son of owner of 1608 N. Western Ave. commercial building, asks about marijuana dispensary that had wanted to rent a storefront in his father’s building.  Officer Sevaldian says all new dispensaries are illegal.  Half-way house federal prison is right on Harold Way.

Craig asks why 5204 Fountain dispensary is allowed to remain open.  Officer Sevaldian says it was in place before ordinance went into effect.  Doug disputes this.

Eric asks about new Melrose Ave. dispensary.  Officer Zeigler says not aware of its operation.  Officer Sevaldian says he called state agency, and will issue permits for anything.

Doug raises issue of gang members hanging out at 1002 N Mariposa.  Officer Zeigler says he’s on it.  Doug asks about drug dealing at 1545 N. Hobart Blvd.  Officer Sevaldian says gang unit is on it.  Doug asks about continued problems at 1601 N. Hobart Blvd.  Officer Zeigler  states that onus is on property owner.  Doug mentions underage liquor sales at 5101 Santa Monica Blvd.  Officer Sevaldian says will look into it.

Eric asks about installing a camera on Santa Monica Blvd. and Edgemont for a wall that is continually tagged.  Officer Ziegler says can install mural or bushes. 

Leon asks about illegal vending.  Officer Zeigler says police handed out fliers and next step is enforcement.  Says big problem with Sixth Street vendors, shootings due to gang extortion.  Says City Council may pass legislation to cite buyers.  County issues permits, allowed if not cutting food on site.  

Officer Abdalian says illegal vending creates serious health issues with tainted foods and poor storage.  Says media jumps on police for enforcement.  Gangs tax vendors 500 dollars.  Vendors make a lot of money; one vendor had $1,300.

Officer Zeigler says crime stats are good.  12 car thefts in 28 days, mostly Tacoma trucks.  

Officer Sevaldian says there were four nights requiring extra officers for NBA All-Star parties.  Crime is down 2 percent.  March 7 will have anti-3 strikes protest at Hollywood Station, March 19 anti-war demonstration.  LA Marathon March 20.  April 2 Thai New Year Festival.  

Officer Zeigler says anti-ICE rally for Saturday in MacArthur Park.  Officer Abdalian says people are reporting crime too late to respond.

7. Update regarding Community Health Committee.  Doug says Able was supposed to attend.  Eric says he will contact Children’s Hospital representatives, as well as Kaiser’s.  

8.
Action items:


a.
  Continued discussion and possible action regarding Public Safety Committee recommendation to oppose March 2011 Ballot Measure M to tax marijuana sales at marijuana dispensaries, since sale of marijuana at such dispensaries is prohibited under State law… 
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Discussion of attending City Council meeting.  March 30 is decided on.  Motion to attend with members of committee.  Eric moves.  Craig seconds.  Unanimous. 

b.
Discussion and possible action regarding complaints and reports of prostitution at the Tropicana Motel, at 5440 Fountain Ave.  

Craig says to start with letter to motel owners, making them aware of problem and inviting to committee meeting.  Craig moves, Eric seconds.  Unanimous.

c. 
Continued discussion and possible action regarding EHNC sending a letter to LA City Council stating opposition to plans to increase density in and around freeways, in light of evidence that autism rates are twice as high in children born within 1,000 of freeways and that living within close proximity of freeways damages children’s lung capacity for life.  

Discussion.  Eric agrees to schedule meeting with USC authors of study.  Eric moves, J.D. seconds.  Unanimous.  

d.
Continued discussion and possible action regarding committee co-chairs speaking before the Los Angeles Police Commission regarding Neighborhood Council concerns of: (1) Inadequate communication with community by LAPD Rampart Division Command Staff; (2) Lack of City/LAPD enforcement efforts against illegal marijuana dispensaries and; (3) Increased level of graffiti tagging throughout East Hollywood.  
Craig asks to remove Rampart from list of problems.  Craig says he will write letter this month.  Needs to contact Officer Gina Slovan of Northeast Division.  Craig amends motion to remove Rampart complaint, substitute NE Division, add graffiti, remove marijuana.  Leon seconds.  Unanimous.

e.
Discussion and possible action regarding the creation of a “Gangs 101” presentation created and scheduled with appropriate LAPD representatives and a potentially relevant non-profit organizations such as Aztecs Rising.

Tabled.   

 9.
Old Business:  Leon asks about Gateway Hospital on Hoover.  Craig says they are experiencing financial problems.  Leon asks about Western Ave. and Oxford.  

10.
New Business:  Doug asks about former Sizzler Restaurant site at 5310 Hollywood Blvd. and new owner’s request for bar w/full line of alcohol sales.  Armen says project on hold.  Leon asks about Target site at Sunset and Western.  Craig says new clothing store has 5-year lease.  Craig says a recycling operation opened that day at Fountain and Western.  Doug comments that issue should have been expressed when officers present.  Eric complains of interaction with LACC sheriffs. Says trailer was blocking sheriff’s parking garage and they didn’t bother to deal with it.  Craig says to complain to Lieutenant Infante. 

ADJORN AT  10:05 PM.

Public Safety Committee

Minutes of Thursday, April 7, 2011

Location:  5030 Santa Monica Blvd.

AGENDA ITEMS:

1.  
Welcome and introductions: Meeting begins at 7:15 PM.  

Committee members in attendance are:  

Craig Cox

J.D. Brown

Doug Haines

Leon Jost

Eric Moore

LAPD Officers present are Hollywood Division Officer John Washington, Northeast Division Officer Lenning Davis.

Board members present are David Bell, Jennifer Moran, Armen Makasjian.  CD 13 representative present is Marta, Hollywood field office head.  Members of the public in attendance are Seta Panosian, David and Amar Patel, Scott Campbell, Jeff Gordon, Marvin and Margaret Starr.

2.
Public Comment:  None.

3.
Approval of minutes:  Eric moves, Leoon 2nds.  Unanimous.

4.
Police Update:  Sgt. Washington filling in for Officer Ramirez, and others on MTA taskforce.  Julia inquires about handbills on vehicles.  J.D. asks about gang shootings in area.  No udates.


Lenny Davis says crimes down, vehicle break-ins leading stats.  Motorcycle gang back at Gran Burrito, being cited.  200 - 500 motorcycles per night.  Rough Riders gang.  Some armed.  


Compressor at Auto repair shop on Santa Monica Blvd. and New Hampshire is temporary; PA turned down.  Construction once complete will enclose shop and alleviate problem.  Eric asks about upswing in graffiti, La Mirada gang.  Davis says to photograph tags and forward to LAPD.


Shooting at Fountain and Westmoreland:  Call of vagrant in yard, two officers respond, vagrant fled, produced toy gun.  Officer injured in eye by debris.  Vagrant formerly behind Vons, Davis says area became biohazard, tried for PATH intervention.  Jeff complains about parking on Kenmore due to restaurant patrons.  Seeks preferential parking.  Says lot of souped up cars speeding.  Says neighbor saw person looking into cars with gun or slim jim.  Davis suggests neighborhood watch.  Jeff says El Capitan is an MS gang hang out.  Drunks hit parked cars when leaving.  Davis suggests constant calls by neighbors

6.
Presentation regarding a request by Little Temple LLC (aka Little Temple Bar) at 4513 – 4519 Santa Monica Blvd.  for a Conditional Use Permit for continued sale and dispensing of a full line of alcoholic beverages for on-site consumption, ie a type 48 ABC license, in conjunction with existing bar/lounge with live entertainment, hours of operation 6pm –2am daily, the 
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second part requesting continued public dancing and live entertainment, and third for continued zone variance to permit off-site parking to lease in lieu of covenant.  Taken out of order.  No representatives present.  Officer Davis says former Garage Bar was a big problem.  Vice says no current reports for DUI or complaints.  David Bell says noise from parking on street is 


problems with patrons.  Mentions helicopter overflies. Jennifer sees police cars sitting near bar, in front of door.  Davis says he has asked for uniformed presence.  Jennifer says patrons driving drunk, urinating, yelling on way back to street parking.  Davis says to sit down with owner and walk thru problems.  Doug asks Davis if he has opinion about ABC application.  Davis says he has no objections.

5.
Follow up presentation regarding a request by the Arco Gas Station at 1024 N. Vermont Ave. for a Conditional Use Permit to allow the sale of beer and wine for off-site consumption (Jacques Messachi, applicant).  Scott Campbell, representative.  Says will apply for eight parking spaces instead of SNAP max of 6.  Will have nine coolers, Beer and Wine will use three coolers.  Less than 10% of floor space.  Will not sell fortified wines, single cans, or giant jugs.  Says wants to improve area.  Will sell fresh fruit.  Backside of market will have vine to deter graffiti.  Security cameras, two minimum staff at all times.  No security guard.  Total beer and wine sales will be 5 to 10% of all store sales, based on Highland Ave. store.  Will sell cigarettes, but not individual cigarettes.  Will train employees in proper sales to avaoid minors.


David Bell reviews crime stats, notes 3 aggravated assaults, 3 burglaries across street in month.  Armen says his area has problems with vagrants buying beer and loitering.  Scott emphasizes no single sales.  Eric says area needs PATH.  Scott says he has spoken with Katherine Hennigan of CD13 and David Ambrose of College Board.

7.
Update regarding Community Health Committee:  No update.  Eric will approach new people.

8.
Action Items.


a.  Tabled.


b.  Tabled.
c.  Council President Eric Garcetti, or office rep to speak about increase in graffit and role of CD13 office in addressing this issue and other related matters.

Marta. Internal graffiti team at office.  Says will track at CD13.  Doug asks about long-range plan for addressing gangs and graffiti in area.  Marta says will get everyone in room to discuss reduction of problems.  Says city attorney limitations on what police can do.  Twenty years ago would do gang sweep.  Leon says 20 years ago police were enforcers.  Marta says lawsuits prevent LAPD from enforcing gang injunctions.  Leon says laws same as before.

Doug asks why trash containers have no scheduled pick up.  Asks why bus benches are never maintained.  Leon says more action than talking.  Discussion of Home Depot problems.  Marta says LAPD will aggressively enforce.  Doug asks why Home Depot doesn’t do anything, says it is #2 store in North America in sales, can afford to provide armed security to area streets.

d.  Tabled.
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e.   Report from Public Safety committee members present at the LA City Council during public comment period on March 30 to comment on continued problems and lack of enforcement of illegal marijuana clinics and their proliferation.

Eric cites lack of assistance from CD13.  Doug says why Councilman Smith is successful and DEA not coming in.  Doug 

f.  Continued discussion and possible action regarding complaints and reports of prostitution at the Tropicana Motel, at 5440 Fountain Ave.
Owners in attendance.  Lived at motel 1989 – 2003.  In 2004 manager didn’t follow conditions, went to LAPD meeting and confronted manager.  Unaware of previous problems, resolved, surprised of new problems.  Will put in extra cameras.  Doug invites back following month.

g.   Tabled.

h.   Tabled.

9.
Old Business  

10.
New Business:  Security Patrol discussion.  Eric uncomfortable with paying.

Adjorn at 10:13 PM.

Public Safety Committee

Minutes of Thursday, May 12, 2011

Location:  5030 Santa Monica Blvd.

AGENDA ITEMS:

1.  
Welcome and introductions: Meeting begins at 7:15 PM.  

Committee members in attendance are:  

Craig Cox

J.D. Brown

Doug Haines

Leon Jost

Eric Moore

LAPD Officers present: Capt. Beatrice Grimala.

 Members of the public in attendance are Seta Panosian, Suriya Prasad, Ellison Trinidad, Vance Hickea, “Andrea” from Greater Griffith Park.

2.
Police Update:  Captain Girmala states that there has been a 24% crime reduction in Hollywood Division.  Says gang impact team all signed disclosure forms and has full component of officers.  Recently confiscated six guns from gang members.  Gun buyback at Florentine Gardens took in 179 weapons.  Bilingual foot beat starting near Santa Monica and Western.  Gower to Normandie.  Will do outreach.  Opening storefront called “Tomorrow’s Future” for school kids to go to 3PM to 8PM.  Staffed by LAPD and cadets.  Opens in July.  Parole impact team of six officers and two detectives began in January.  Says needs funding for tactical gear.  Eric says will place on Board agenda.

Eric mentions recent SLO summit and says attendees had different demographic than East Hollywood.  Craig asks for help to better involve NE and Rampart divisions. 

Vance speaks about moving to Normal and Virgil in 2007.  Sees uptick in tagging in last six months.  Says La Mirada gang tagging everywhere, tagged his fence and thinks it’s intentional.  Girmala says may or may not be.  Eric notes increase in sidewalk tagging.  

3.
Update from CD 13.  No representative present.

4.
Public Comment:  Suriya complains of illegal dumping in alley behind former Tropicana on Western Ave.  .

5.
Approval of minutes:  Craig moves, J.D. 2nds.  Unanimous.

6.
Any update regarding Community Health Committee:  Doug says Able not responding and need new person to start committee.  Ellison says he will speak with hospitals.  

7.
Action items


a. Continued discussion and possible action regarding committee co-chair Craig Cox arranging a morning meeting time with LAPD Hollywood Division Captain Grimala, Safety Committee, and EHNC President David Bell about problems the neighborhood is having and how to mitigate them.  No longer relevant.
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b.  Information presented by an LAPD Gang Unit Officer to speak about the increase in graffiti and apparent increase in gang members from various gangs moving into Est Hollywooed.  Captain Girmala offers to have Gang Unit appear before Board.

c.  Discussion and possible actions regarding the closure of LAFD Engine Company 35.  Ellison called station, spoke to John Keesler.  Station isn’t closing but losing an Engine truck.  City states will save a million dollars.  Andrea of GGPNC says Engine needed to fight fires.  Losing 300 fire fighting positions.  Vote in City Council on 17th.  Station will have an Open House on Saturday.


Craig asks how many fire runs from Company 35.  Runs are down, majority of calls for emergency medical  problems.  Craig cites natural disaster, says citizens will be without help for 7 to 10 days in a major earthquake.  Says LAPD receives $100 million in Federal funds while LAFD receives none.


Andrea says Mayor is doing stealth budget cutting.  Company will have extra ambulance but no one to man it.  Says someone from Mayor’s office stole protest sign in front of station while company on call.  


Motion to support retaining Engine.  Eric moves, J.D seconds.  Unanimous.


d.  Report from Public Safety Committee members who participated in a roundtable meeting at City hall with reps of CD13, City Attorney’s Office, DEA, and others about the continued problems and lack of enforcement of illegal marijuana clinics and their proliferation 


Captain Girmala says there were 75 dispensaries in Hollywood.  Mentions former dispensary at Melrose and Rossmore near her church, says robbers tried to enter but was closed down so robbed adjacent Radio Shack and forced her pastor to floor while he was purchasing a TV.  Says dispensaries are cash-only businesses and are prime spots for robberies.


1600 N. El Centro at Selma is site of dispensary murder.  Girmala says LAPD current stance is that investigations of dispensaries must go through Gang and Narcotics division and Attorney must approve raid.  Says cannot go into dispensaries otherwise.  Sgt. Heany of Metro Narcotics says 3 dispensaries are under investigation.  DEA left Hollywood in December.  Doug asks what citizens can do.    Girmala suggests petitions to Council, nuisance abatement cases, and getting a neighborhood prosecutor.   


Doug asks if LAPD can operate temporarily as a dispensary.  Girmala says not financially feasible.  Leon suggests using hospital pharmacies to dispense marijuana to patients.  


e.  Discussion and possible action regarding proposed location for Recycling Center at 1277 N. Western Ave.   Doug discusses problem with recycling centers being a magnet for homeless.  Ellison suggests debit cards be issued instead of cash.  Craig is to set up meeting with Building and Safety, CD13, CRA.


f.  Discussion and possible action regarding lack of code violation enforcement in LA.  Doug explains that prosecution has ceased on any code violation cases due to lack of funds.  No conclusion to what can be done.
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g.  Continued discussion and possible action regarding committee co-chairs speaking before the Los Angeles Police Commission regarding Neighborhood Council concerns of: (1) Lack of City/LAPD enforcement efforts against illegal marijuana dispensaries and; (32 Increased level of graffiti tagging throughout East Hollywood; New concerns.  Craig says beating dead horse. Eric says he will set up meeting with Councilman Garcetti.  Vance asks for graffiti help.

h.  Discussion and possible action regarding statistics gathered through the hollywoodcommunitystudio.org survey.   Doug distributes survey results.  Comment that it’s nice to know others agree about Hollywood’s problems.


i.  Update and continued discussion and possible action regarding the creation of a “Gangs 101” presentation created and scheduled with appropriate LAPD representatives and potentially relevant non-profit organizations such as Aztecs Rising.    Eric says no updates.  Trying to get info.

10.
Old business.  Leon asks about Carl Jr. on Western Ave. at Sunset and why derelict.  Doug relates that Target Corp. controls site and is a lousy neighbor.  Speaks of lazy security guards who do nothing.  Says saw mob of school kids attacking metro bus in afternoon.  

11.
New business:  None.  

Adjourn:  9:17 PM.  

Public Safety Committee

Minutes of Thursday, June 2, 2011

Location:  5030 Santa Monica Blvd.

AGENDA ITEMS:

1.  
Welcome and introductions: Meeting begins at 7:15 PM.  

Committee members in attendance are:  

Craig Cox

J.D. Brown

Doug Haines

Julia Griswold

Leon Jost

Eric Moore

LAPD Officers present are Rampart Division Officers Matt Ziegler and Officer Rubin; Northeast Division Officers Lenning Davis and Gina Chovana.

Board member present is Armen Makasjian.  Members of the public in attendance are Seta Panosian, David and Amar Patel of the Tropicana Motel, David and Maria Chamberlain, Dustin Lancaster of the Covell and Brandon Finch of the Elizabeth Peterson Group, Mino Jegalian and Greg Simitian on behalf of 5100 Fountain Ave., Ariel Gutterez representing, Dorginador Serna and Ed Goodman.

2. Police Update:  Officer Chovana states that there have been lots of vehicle crimes and on-line scams.  Officer Davis states that his district has experienced four residential burglaries and three grand theft autos.  Discusses murder at Little Temple Bar on May 28 at 1:30 AM.  Says Central Homicide division is handling case.  Two individuals argued in bar.  Security escorted them out.  Fight escalated outdoors, gun produced and victim shot, shoots another individual in alley.  Says bar needs armed security.  

Officer Ziegler discusses DWP scam where person says he needs to check in back of house.  David Chamberlain asks if officer supports armed security at bars; Ziegler says yes, as scares gangs.  

Doug asks about frisking patrons of bars like at Florentine Gardens; Officers state that only conditioned as an abatement for prior problems.  Craig says he favors metal detectors.

Officer Ziegler says he opposes application by AM/PM Market for off-site alcohol sales at Vermont and Santa Monica Blvd.  Says he met with Scott Campbell and is against any more licenses, says have 51 liquor licenses in one square mile and is both out of control and a waste of officer’s time. 

Officer Ziegler says May 23 stabbing at Michell’s Donuts was between 2 drunks, one with short knife.  Slashed other’s face.  Lots of blood.  Arrested individual had 50-page rap sheet.  Also says a transient died while navigating roof, and that the carnival will return Oct. 28 to 30, located between Virgil and Hoover.  Mentions tree planting Friday at Rampart, 9AM, giving away 100 fruit trees.  Officer Chovana says she is getting her nails done that day.  
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Dodgers assault arrest at 822 N. Mariposa:  Officer Ziegler says police are trying to build case, waiting for DNA evidence.

Doug mentions witnessing alcohol sales at Food 4 Less without checking identification.  Ziegler says NC should write letter to corporate headquarters; says he was fired for not checking as youth.

Doug asks about dispensaries.  Lenning Davis says police need direction from City.  Says Chief Beck has ordered officers to say out.   Officer Chovana says crime went up with marijuana dispensaries.  Ziegler says location at Melrose/Helitrope was approached by city attorney for informal meeting, owner said no to any meeting.

3.
Public Comment:  None.

4.
Approval of minutes:  J.D moves, Leon 2nds.  Unanimous. 

Lenny Davis says crimes down, vehicle break-ins leading stats.  Motorcycle gang back at Gran 

5.
Presentation regarding a request by the “T & J Liquor Mini Mart” for a conditional Use Permit for the continued sale and dispensing of a full line of alcoholic beverages for off-site consumption in conjunction with an existing 1,520 sq. ft. market, having the hours of 8 AM to 2 AM daily (Perry Kim, Applicant).   No appearance by applicant.  Doug says site is clean, no ABC complaints.  Notes that neighborhood is a mess.  Handbills were distributed to area.

6.
Presentation regarding a request for a variance under Section 12.10 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code to allow the sale and dispensing of beer and wine for on-site consumption in the R3 residential zone with no required parking in an existing non-conforming building at 5100 Fountain Ave.  


Owner Mino states that property was purchased 1 1/2 years ago.  Previously was bar since 1977.  Was then rezoned residential.  Tried an ABC transfer, but was a year late.  City doesn’t issue non-conforming approvals.  Doug asks about applying for a Zone and Height District change.  


David Chamberlain says he’s a 30-year neighbor and remembers location as neighborhood bar, with a kitchen.  Says citizens had more responsibility.  When known as Grasshopper bar had drugs coming in and became part of drug culture.  Had helicopters at closing, and is thankful it closed.  


Greg says bar will be higher end café bar/lounge.  Will add windows, seating capacity of 49.  Craig Cox asks about parking.  Mino says available across street at tire repair shop.  Says will sell food like sandwiches and quesadillas, but no deep grill.  Says has been vacant for 1 1/2 years.


Doug says should open now as a café to get community support, says need covenant for parking.  Says Building and Safety would not prevent a normal use for space, and that complaints are unfounded.  Leon says would like to go to the storefront as a coffee shop.

7.
Presentation regarding a request for by the “Covell” at 4628 Hollywood Blvd. for a Conditional Use Permit for a new Type 42 Beer and Wine license to expand its existing bar from 1,100 sq. ft. to 1,900 sq. ft (71 seats), with expanded hous of 11 AM to 2 AM weekdays and 10 AM to 2 AM weekends.

Page 3

6/2/11 Safety minutes


Currently operating 11 – 1 weekdays and 11 – 2 weekends.  Restaurant is not putting in stove and grease trap.  Doug says not supportive of not expanding as a restaurant, as that is what was previously promised by applicant.  Brandon says bar hasn’t been a detriment to neighborhood.  Craig notes that Little Temple wasn’t a detriment until murder occurred.  Says he worked west LA vice for 16 years and more upscale venues had lots of crime.


Dustin says he’s had to only ask two people to leave over two years of operation.  Leon asks why need to be open to 2 AM.  Dustin says need is there from community.  Leon says should stop selling alcohol at 1 AM.  


Bar would have Happy Hour from 5 – 7 PM, $2 off a glass of wine.  Hearing potentially in September.  Craig thinks bar should stop serving at midnight.  Creates more opportunity for patrons to be victims.  Asks if any thoughts for security.  Dustin says hasn’t considered.

8.
Action items:


A.  Discussion regarding May 27, 2011 homicide in front of the Little Temple Bar at 4519 Santa Monica Blvd.   Note comments in police update.


B.  Discussion regarding May 23, 2011 stabbing at Michell’s Donuts, 4862 Santa Monica Blvd.  Note comments in police update.


C.  Discussion regarding Maqy 22, 2011 arrest on N. Mariposa Ave. of suspect in Dodger Stadium March 31, 2011 assault.  Note comments in police update.

9.  
Old Business:  Tropicana Motel.  Owners say manager denies renting to prostitutes, there 11 years, lives on site.  Craig says to check surveillance Friday and Saturday, 10PM to 3 AM.  Says transvestite prostitutes using.


Marijuana dispensaries:  Discussion of meeting with Chief Beck.  Craig will have Captain Girmala ask.


Health committee:  ?  Fire station:  Engine gone.  

10.
New Business:  None.

Adjorn 9:27

Public Safety Committee

Minutes of Thursday, July 7, 2011

Location:  5030 Santa Monica Blvd.

AGENDA ITEMS:

1.  
Welcome and introductions: Meeting begins at 7:15 PM.  

Committee members in attendance are:  

Craig Cox

J.D. Brown

Doug Haines

Julia Griswold

Leon Jost

Eric Moore

LAPD Officers present are Rampart Division Officer Morris; Northeast Division Officer Lenning Davis and partner.  CHP deputy Belando:  Cal Trans representatives present:  Jim Fowler and Jim Morris.

Board member present is Armen Makasjian.  CD13 rep is Ryan Carpio.  Members of the public in attendance include Stephen and Encee Box and residents of NC District 4; Doug Justice of Hollywood Community Housing Corp., and Ariel Gutterez representing T & J Liquor.  

2.
Police Update:  Officer Morris discusses high number of thefts from vehicles, meth sales in 1000 block of Mariposa.  Says crime in Rampart Division down, also mentions training to catch bicycle thefts. 

Officer Davis says extra patrol cars has driven down vehicle break ins, says Prospect and Lyman are hot spots.  Says black male and female armed robbers targeting subway shops.   Order cookie and robs, preys on freeway areas, driving a black Toyota Camery.  Mentions arrest made in homicide case at Little Temple Bar. 

3.
CD13 Update:  Ryan says office is ordering dog defecation signs.  Brings 3 “No Dumping” signs.  Doug asks about graffiti; Ryan says graffiti is worst in Hollywood and Filipino Town.  Doug says CD13 delusional about reducing amount of graffiti, asks why Hollywood Beautification Team has one truck with 5 people instead of 5 trucks with one person.  Leon asks if other solutions are available like washable paints.  Craig comments that he arrested tagger and LAPD immediately released. Officer Morris says State is kicking out hard-core felons for no room, so no punishment for kids tagging.  Says doesn’t know what the solution is.  NE officer says growing vines on walls helped in Silver Lake.  Eric says need is for homework center and playfield, asks for Lighting Yard to become park.  Ryan says will plant vines on ugly walls.  Eric says he wants everyone to see how ugly it is…J.D. comments on restricted hours of 8 am to 4:45 pm for 311 calls.  Ryan says budget cuts affecting services.  

4.
Public Comment:  None. 
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5.
Approval of Minutes:  J.D. moves, Julia seconds.  Unanimous
6.
Presentation regarding a request by the “T & J Liquor Mini Mart” for a conditional Use Permit for the continued sale and dispensing of a full line of alcoholic beverages for off-site consumption in conjunction with an existing 1,520 sq. ft. market, having the hours of 8 AM to 2 AM daily (Perry Kim, Applicant).   Ariel Gutierrez, representative.  1992 CUP, 2006 ABC upgrade to full line of alcohol with 5-year term.  Current hours are to midnight.


Craig says okay to sell milk to 2am, no alcohol.  Doug asks about percentage of alcohol sales, Ariel says 50%.  Armen asks about single-can sales.  Ariel says allowed under current CUP.  Doug asks about armed security, notes Mormon Temple up street.  Leon says bus stop is out front.  

7.
Action Items


a.  Discussion and possible action regarding the seemingly inconsistent enforcement of fence regulations, paved front yards, and other variances for areas of East Hollywood, specifically the area north of Melrose Ave. on Normandie.  Discussion to include the history of the neighborhood situation and the resulting actions taken by stakeholder which have resulted in unfortunate citations.


Eric says inequality for residents, lack of parking, is an encouragement to put in over-height fences and pave over yards.  Stephen Box says resident Walter Garcia at 802 N. Normandie robbed twice in one year.  Raul of 906 N. Normandie cited for fence, took down and boy hit in head.  Can’t allow kids to play in yard.  


Jose Berrios says he took down his fence following citation and is unfair that others didn’t.  Complains of Mayor’s permitted over-height fence.  Stephen says Building and Safety has created an Administrative Hearing process.


Eric asks police present for way to mitigate criminal activity in this neighborhood.  Stephen complains that freeway encampments encourage vagrants, and that Cal Trans’ fence is six feet high.  


CHP Deputy Belando says a wrought iron fence is a first solution, but neighbors need to be proactive instead of reactive.  No funds for more police.  Doug says neighborhood can work to resolve its problems.  Says his area fixed same problems.  HCHC rep notes that their building has a police drop off station but it is unused.  Rampart officer says that is not his choice; no funding to maintain it.  


Ryan says fence height limit is 42 inches and is a decision upheld by City Attorney for access by emergency workers.  Ariel says home owners can apply for a variance, and the ZA can waive a hearing if adjacent neighbors don’t object.  Costs less.  Eric complains of inequity of expense.  

Walter says his niece would be dead if he didn’t have his tall fence.  

Cal Trans rep says he drove by area and homeless will jump any fence to get to freeway embankment.  Craig says LAPD and CHP are severely understaffed, LA needs 30,000 LA officers.  Walter says politicians will never take care of people.
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Discussion of problem spots near freeway.  Encee says Freeway fence keeps police from arresting vagrants.  Cal Trans reps say fence is there to delineate property line and to prevent animals and people from wandering onto freeway.  Leon comments that working for State is more difficult than local government.  Julia asks about chain link fence area in disrepair.  Cal Trans reps say will fix cut areas, and can give access key to CHP.  Gives Cal Trans phone number for communication as (323) 259-2352.

b.  Report about East Hollywood Street Beat, and request for LAPD support and presence during weekly scheduled neighborhood walks.  

Information from Stephen Box.  Doug asks if walking people can pick up trash on route.  

c.  Discussion and possible action regarding recommendation for EHNC Board to set aside/allocate a set amount of fund for purchases by LAPD’s various divisions for tactical gear and other needs.

Craig says LAPS underfunded.  Doug says benefits are enormous to community by supporting police.  Stephen says city is allocating money differently.  Need grants and City support for funding.  Other cities get the money but not LA.  Julia wants us to order gear now.  

Eric moves to support goal of approximately $10,000 to allocate for LAPD in increments to the Board.  Leon seconds.  Unanimous.

d.  Continued discussion and possible action regarding illegal marijuana clinics/dispensaries and their proliferation, and proposed legislation AB1300 and SB 847.

Doug moves to write letter to State representatives supporting any legislation allowing cities to have more regulatory control.  Eric seconds.   Unanimous.

e.  Continued discussion and possible action regarding the request by Little Temple LLC (aka Little Temple Bar) at 4513 – 4519 Santa Monica Blvd.  for a Conditional Use Permit for continued sale and dispensing of a full line of alcoholic beverages for on-site consumption, ie a type 48 ABC license, in conjunction with existing bar/lounge with live entertainment, hours of operation 6pm –2am daily, the second part requesting continued public dancing and live entertainment, and third for continued zone variance to permit off-site parking to lease in lieu of covenant.

Doug says representative Elizabeth Peterson Group wants item continued.  Craig says bar is not doing anything pro-active.  Eric says would appreciate pro-active approach.  Stephen asks for landscaping improvements.  Julia says bar brings in money for City and is tucked away.  Doug moves to continue.  Leon seconds.  Unanimous.

f.  Discussion and possible action regarding reports of the manager of 1601 N. Hobart Blvd. being seen fraternizing with known gang members, carrying supplies in for unknown activities inside building.  Conversation and request for increased security of premises.

Page four

7/7/11 Safety Committee minutes
Doug says agenda item got garbled and apologizes to manager Doug Justice for confusion.    Manager says tenant Victor Salazar is a DJ who is problem, stays with Gloria Rojas, plays music and gang wannabes follow.  Kids climb gate from adjacent building 1545 N. Hobart Blvd.  

Craig asks why they don’t put in security to abate problems.  Says they are not enforcing property responsibilities.  Manager says tenants wont sign complaint, can’t afford security.  Says surveillance system needs a long cable.  Working on installing it.  Armen says he had a similar problem in building and resolved.  Doug points out that Armen’s property is four parcels north on Hobart and has no fence and no problems whereas 1601 has tall fence.  

g.  Discussion and possible action regarding a request from a stakeholder for an electronic speed monitoring sign on Normandie, just south of Fountain Ave., in response to vehicles engaged in excessive speeding.

J.D. moves to ask LAPD Hollywood Division Captain Girmala for assistance.  Julie seconds.  Unanimous.

10.
Old Busiiness:  Meeting with Chief Beck -- Craig working on it.  Health committee.  Eric is circulating email.  

11.
New Business:  Leon says 4th of July fireworks on 5300 block Lexington Ave.  Doug says Garcetti moved to Silver Lake.  

Adjorn:  10:38

Public Safety Committee

Minutes of Thursday, August 4, 2011

Location:  5030 Santa Monica Blvd.

AGENDA ITEMS:

1.  
Welcome and introductions: Meeting begins at 7:15 PM.  

Committee members in attendance are:  

Craig Cox

J.D. Brown

Doug Haines

Leon Jost

Eric Moore

LAPD Officers present are Hollywood Division officers Ramirez and Davenport.

Board members present are:  John Harris, David Bell, Armen Makasjian.  Planning committee member: Ed Hunt.  Greater Griffith Park NC member Andrea Iaderosa.  Members of the public in attendance include David and Maria Chamberlain, Ed Samaria of Virgil Ave., Mario Diaz, Libby Knudson of “Ranch and Roll” at 5106 Fountain Ave., Greg Samalian of 5100 Fountain Ave., Edgar Makhshikzar of the Little Armenia Chamber of Commerce, Seta Panosian, and several neighbors attending about 5100 Fountain: Asmer Ahmed, Mario Diaz, Nafisater Isa, Erick Munoz, John Labayn, Ana Luna, and Maria Saur of Harvard French School.

2.
Police Update:  Officer Ramirez says that Vice unit put in letter to ABC in opposition to a proposed Type 42 bar at 5100 Fountain Ave.  Says lots of prostitution in Hollywood, met with Gita O’Neil of the City Attorney’s nuisance abatement unit.  Will establish abatement zones (although none are in East Hollywood NC’s area).  Mentions opening of LAPD Youth Center on August 18, Santa Monica Blvd. at Van Ness Ave.  Hours of 3PM – 9PM.  Says Summer Nights program will continue at Lemon Grove Park.  


Officer Davenport discusses crime protection program named “Lock it, Hide it, Keep it.”   


Doug asks about reopened marijuana dispensary at 5421 Santa Monica Blvd.  Officer Ramirez says to contact narcotics unit.  Doug also asks about illegal dumping, mentions incident in alley where trash included mail and he traced dumping to Home Depot workers.  Ramirez says needs photos, otherwise can’t do anything.  Owner of Harvard French  Nursery School at 5262 Fountain Ave. complains about seeing dumping by U-Haul driver for long period on a Wednesday morning, took photos, called police, who returned call two hours later saying couldn’t come.  Ramirez says don’t have the resources to respond.  Doug says Street Services inspectors can help.  


Ed Samaria asks about police substations, suggests they would cut response time.  Officer Ramirez says LAPD doesn’t have the officers to man them.  Doug mentions that the building the committee meets in has a substation that never has been used due to lack of financing.  

3.
CD13 Update: No representative from council office present.
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4.
Public Comment:  Eric Minosa of Virgil Ave. mentions he’s on the Board of the Salvadorian parade, scheduled on Santa Monica Ave. for Sept. 4, from Van Ness Ave. to Vermont at 9AM.  Ed Hunt discusses “Promised Neighborhoods” program. 
5.
Approval of Minutes:  J.D. moves, Craig seconds.  Unanimous
6.
Action Items:
a).  Update and report about East Hollywood Street Beat.

Update by Eric, who says that walks are conducted every Thursday in neighborhoods at 7PM, where residents point out problems.  

b).  Discussion and possible action regarding the proliferation of liquor stores around Virgil, between Melrose and Santa Monica Blvd., including illegal sales of small, single-shot liquor bottles.  

Doug gives background on problem, refers to walk of area with Ed Samaria of Virgil Ave.  Eric says he spoke with Officer Ziegler, Senior Lead Officer for that area.  David Bell says there is a need to investigate stores selling one-shot liquor bottles, which Craig says are illegal.  Eric Minosa mentions dog poop problem.  

c).  Discussion and possible action regarding motion made by Public Safety Committee member through Councilwoman Jan Perry’s office.  This item was discussed with item d).

d).  Continued discussion and possible action regarding illegal marijuana clinics/dispernsaries and their proliferation.  Updates from conversation with City Hall about ZA nuisance abatements, and the idea of NCs paying partial salary for position and Mayor’s office paying the rest.

Doug gives background, states that the day after City Councilwoman Perry attended our July NC Board meeting he sent her office her requested motion for a Zoning Administrator for nuisance abatement.  Doug says he has heard nothing back, left message with Chief of Staff.  Says Perry full of hot air.  Craig says dispensary at 5204 Fountain Ave. owned by two Armenian Power gang members, previously in prison.  On day clinic was raided (Nov. 16, 2010), the clinic had a state-licensed security guard.  Craig says LAPD Chief Beck wants to shut down all of the dispensaries, but that the City Attorney’s office won’t prosecute the cases.  

Eric moves to go again to City Hall and speak during Public Comment, especially on related crimes issue.  Seek attendance by NC president David Bell and other neighborhood councils.  J.D. seconds,  Unanimous.  

e).  Continued discussion and possible action regarding the request by Little temple LLC for a CUP for continued sales of a full line of alcohol…  Continued to August meeting at request of applicant.
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f.  Discussion and possible action regarding a request for a variance under Section 12.10 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code to allow the sale and dispensing of beer and wine for on-site consumption in the R3 residential zone with no required parking in an existing non-conforming building at 5100 Fountain Ave., and the apparent misleading comments made by an EHNC Board member saying that there is large support for this project.   

Co-applicant Greg Samalian introduces concept, says he is a local neighbor, doesn’t want to open a “Hole in the Wall.”  Says project is a café, trying to clean up the neighborhood.  Says will replace bricked up windows in building, will serve food, will feature bike racks.  Brought Edgar from the Little Armenia Chamber, who speaks in support.

Resident David Chamberlain says that site was the former Grasshopper bar, caused numerous problems with intoxicated patrons and drug sales.  Says being asked to trust new owner is like being asked by a cheating spouse to trust her again.  Craig Cox asks applicant why requesting a Type 42 license, applicant responds that it will be a café, not a bar.  Doug defines difference between Type 41 and 42, saying Type 42 requires no food sales with a Type 42 requiring over 50% gross income from food sales.  Libby speaks about support of neighborhood for the venue.  Craig says he worked 16 years in LAPD Vice, asks applicant what he will do when gangs try to shake them down for revenue.  Applicant responds they don’t feel that will occur, don’t need security.  

Neighbor living 5 houses down asks if her concerns will be listened to.  Says issue is that there is no parking, and there doesn’t need to be a gang problem for the bar to attract problems.  Says night time crowd is the problem.  Relates how people from prior bar hung out in front of her house at midnight drunk.  Says food doesn’t help with drunks and the problems they cause.  Told of nice girls in fancy clothes going to the bar and coming back screaming drunks.

Another neighbor says problem is lack of parking.  Used to find needles and condoms in morning from former bar’s patrons.  A neighbor on Virgil Ave. near the Little Temple Bar, Eric, says it’s crazy there.  

David Chamberlain’s wife Maria says would like to see a restaurant at the location.  Owner of French Nursery School says would buy food there if a bakery were opened.  Armen says that the area is trying to beautify, he has lived in area for decades and has seen decline.  Public confidence has decreased.  Says applicant should build in phases for neighbors’ support.

David Bell says variance is issue that no one can support.  Comments that neighbor’s point is good that drunks are uncontrollable at 1AM.  Asks about preferential parking for area.  Doug responds that DOT would require 67% approval on petitions for entire stretch of Normandie Ave. and Ardmore.  Says extremely difficult with all of the apartment buildings to obtain so many signatures.  

Ed Hunt says variance approval would be a disaster.  Says important for a business to improve itself.  Says that those businesses which agree to severe conditions were successful.  Libby says that there is support for the bar, and the lot across the street can accommodate lots of cars if stacked.  Eric Moore questions what the food menu is; now being told that there will be more than previously suggested by applicant.  Suggests starting now as a restaurant.  Greg responds that the bar is a main fixture of the building and cannot be removed.  Eric suggests incorporating the bar into design for restaurant.  Eric also asks about noise; Greg says it will be addressed.
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Leon asks about parking when Fountain Theatre is operating.  Greg complains that committee is against him.   David Chamberlain says that he can’t undo the suffering caused by the previous bar.  

Doug asks Greg what he will do if the ABC won’t grant a license.  Greg says hasn’t considered it.  Doug says that applicant has had a year and a half to find parking, apply for a different entitlement than a variance, fix up the “dive bar” appearance, and operate a business to get neighbor’s support, but that they’ve done nothing in all that time.  Adjacent neighbor Mario says he’s opposed, had many previous problems, that this is a residential neighborhood and a bar shouldn’t be allowed.

Leon moves to oppose application for a Type 42 license at 5100 Fountain Ave. and requested variance to permit a bar to operate at that location.  Craig seconds.  Aye:  Doug, Craig, Eric, Leon.  Abstain: J.D.  Passes.

10.
Old Business:   Handbill update from Doug.  Gangs 101 from Eric.  Health Committee conversation.  

11.
New Business:  “Herman Shake Out” per GGPNC.  

ADJORN: 10:12

Public Safety Committee – Planning Committee Joint Meeting

Minutes of Thursday, September 1, 2011

Location:  5030 Santa Monica Blvd.

AGENDA ITEMS:

1.  
Welcome and introductions: Meeting begins at 7:15 PM.  

Safety Committee members in attendance:  

Planning Committee members attending:

Craig Cox




Doug Haines

Julia Griswold (arrive 8:45)


Ed Hunt

Doug Haines




Armen Makasjian

Leon Jost





David Bell

Eric Moore

LAPD Officers present: Hollywood Division officer Ramirez; Northeast officers Lenning Davis, Garcia, Fujira.  

Board member present:  John Harris.  Greater Griffith Park NC member Andrea Iaderosa.  Members of the public in attendance include Ed Samaria of Virgil Ave.; Elizabeth Peterson of the Elizabeth Peterson Group; Louie Ryan, Curtis Bovell, and others of Little Temple Bar; Ronda Adams of 1641 N. Alexander; Eric Cosentini, Art Chafer.  

2. Police Update:  Officer Ramirez says that LAPD Youth Center opened on August 18, 5824 Santa Monica Blvd. at Van Ness Ave.  Hours of 3PM – 9PM.  May go citywide.  Says burglaries from vehicles are biggest problem.  Discusses “bait car.”  Says homicide at Oxford and Lemon Grove involved 2 Armenians.  John Harris says he saw Officer Ramirez on television; she responds that he saw officer Massey on TV.

Eric mentions dognappings in area – person on bike steals dogs from people as they walk them. Officer Davis responds that he’s only heard of coyotes eating dogs.  Says 5 reported crimes in last week, 7 previous week.  Cancelled Sunset/Junction still had 150 officers on duty, worried about “Flash Mobs” appearing.  Mentions that Northeast will have a kid bouncing ride at ArtCycle.  Discusses homicide in Silver Lake of pizza delivery worker, shot by tagger who confused signal to drive past his car as a gang signal.  

Ed Samaria asks about liquor store proliferation and illegal vending.  Suggests street services become involved.  Officer Ramirez responds that LAPD doesn’t normally cite illegal vending as they don’t have the resources.  


3.
CD13 Update: No representative from council office present.

4.
Public Comment:  None. 
5.
Approval of Minutes:  Eric moves, Craig seconds.  Unanimous.  Doug asks if someone else can do minutes.  Committee members look shocked by question.  David Bell suggests only listing action and vote.  
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6.
JOINT MEETING PLANNING AND SAFETY COMMITTEES:  Presentation regarding a request by Little Temple LLC at 4513 – 4519 Santa Monica Blvd. for a Conditional Use Permit for continued sale and dispensing of a full line of alcoholic beverages for on-site consumption (Type 48 ABC license), in conjunction with an existing bar/lounge with live entertainment, hours of operation from 6PM to 2AM daily.  Also, a request for continued public dancing and live entertainment, and a Zone Variance to permit leased parking in lieu of a covenant.  


Louis Ryan and Elizabeth Peterson open discussion.  3,300 square foot bar with three rooms.  5 new  security personnel. All valet parking with 33 parking spaces total: 14 parking spaces at adjacent laundry mat, plus bank lot.  $10 valet charge. Capacity is 183 patrons.  Also operates Temple Bar in Santa Monica; Zansabar; and Townhouse in Venice.  Eric asks about recent homicide.  Head of security Curtis Bovell states that victim and assailant were gang members of same family.  Craig asks if security armed.  Elizabeth says not permitted to be armed inside venue; Craig responds that security can be armed outside.  Asks about metal detectors at entrance.  Mr. Ryan states that he first considered installing, but decided not to do so and to instead enforce dress code.  


Officers Garcia and Fujirara arrive.  Say they work with bar security to find problems in neighborhood.  Doug asks if they’re in area because of bar problems or if bar is incidental to other troubles.  Officers respond that they are in area because of its many problems.  Doug asks if officers support installation of metal detectors; David Bell interrupts to say he doesn’t want metal detectors, sends the wrong message.  Doug asks officers again, officers say raising patrons’ shirts at door is effective to deter trouble.  


Doug asks what happens when venue is full on weekends, if 100 cars show up and only 33 parking spaces.  Manager says hasn’t seen that many people in a while, but valet finds other lots.  Doug requests map of all parking areas showing capacity.  


David Bell says valet charge is expensive and patrons will try to find street parking, but says parking not a problem on his street.  Leon notes that the security plan lists 24 surveillance cameras, but owner says only have 16 now in place.  Says need cameras to shoot vehicle license plates.  Doug asks about environmental review, asks if it will be updated.  Elizabeth says won’t need one, it’s a “Neg Dec.” (Note:  This is an incorrect statement by her).  Doug asks when City’s radius notification will be mailed out; Elizabeth responds that hearing will be scheduled next spring.  Doug says NC can’t take a position until public comment is reviewed.

7.
Action Items:
a).  Update and report about East Hollywood Street Beat.

Eric says hasn’t been able to attend.  David Bell says went previous week.  

b).  Discussion and possible action regarding stakeholder and resident complaints of illegal activities associated with apartment at 1639 N. Alexandria Ave.  

Officer Davis says former owner of property was convicted as a slumlord, will do prison time but has appealed.  Says transients just moved in and changed apartment door locks and became 
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squatters.  New owner has been repairing building and trying to establish who’s legal.  
Went for 15 evictions but legal team at Bosta set up a table to legally support tenants who are creating the problems.  City Attorney is Rebeca Gardner, who will order evictions.

Building has 16 cameras.  Tenants are fearful of troublemakers.  Tenant Rhonda discusses problems evolving from loud people to violence, with crack and meth addicts moving in.  Meth made in building.  Says she and others are afraid to leave their rooms, threatened by troublemakers; other neighbors use her name when calling police.  Gang members include White Fence, 18th Street, Crips, Temple Street, Armenian Power.  Tenants Association is suing landlady, but the lawyers they enlisted to drive out squatters are instead going to court to protect problem tenants who were ordered out.  Says lawyers insist they’ll make more money by doing so.  

Officer Davis says 24/7 security at building, some armed but low pay.  Craig says armed guard making minimum wage won’t risk life.  Doug suggests off-duty LAPD.  Davis says too many liability issues.  Doug suggests retired LAPD.  Craig says can supply plenty of help.  Davis says will suggest to property owner.  

Eric moves that the Public Safety Committee send a letter to Council District 13 and Police Commission regarding problems at 1639 N. Alexandria Ave., and requesting that a representative from CD13 tour site.  Craig seconds.  Unanimous.  

c).  Continued discussion and possible action regarding illegal marijuana clinics/dispensaries and their proliferation, including steps we can take through/at City Hall.  David Bell asks about AB1300.  Doug says signed by Governor, but wants to know who will implement it.  Craig says police will enforce.  Armen says he went to Long Beach to do an appraisal and a pot building had so much smoke his head spun from fumes.  David suggests going on Kevin James radio show, inviting Garcetti to discuss issue.  

Rhonda says she’s a former pharmacy technician.  Discusses marijuana pill.  Says smoking marijuana is a social issue, not medial need.  Andrea asks why licensed pharmacies aren’t the only legal outlets.  Craig said he saw an armored car do a pot drop off.

8.
Old Business:   None.  

11.
New Business:  Leon asks about demolition at 5359 Lexington Ave.  Doug says owner is building a new 2-story house.  Ed Hunt explains how Building and Safety doesn’t consider a demolition a demolition if one framing board is left standing.   

ADJORN: 9:33

Public Safety Committee – Planning Committee Joint Meeting

Minutes of Thursday, October 6, 2011

Location:  5030 Santa Monica Blvd.

AGENDA ITEMS:

1.  
Welcome and introductions: Meeting begins at 7:15 PM.  

Safety Committee members in attendance:  

Planning Committee members attending:

Craig Cox




Doug Haines

Eric Moore




Ed Hunt

Doug Haines




Armen Makasjian

Leon Jost





Dick Platkin

LAPD Officers present: Hollywood Division officer Ramirez; Narcotics Detective Rippe..  

Present:  Greater Griffith Park NC member Andrea Iaderosa.  Members of the public in attendance include Hagop Bastebmian, John Bastreghian, Rick Marquis, Daniel Schog, Rhonda Adams, Vogue Lansing.  

2.
Police Update:  Officer Ramirez and Detective Rippe discuss current status of marijuana dispensaries.  Say they’ve been told by City Council and City Attorney to be hands off, “situation is complex.”  Said that Councilman Zine went on TV and said to DEA: “We don’t want you here.”  DEA says that they are told dispensaries are a state and local issue, not federal.  Originally 77 dispensaries, 182 grandfathered in, court “squashed” ordinance.  Long Beach lost in court regarding its ordinance and collection of money.  Dispensaries are only allowed to cultivate and possess under state law.  Detective Rippe says to email him with new openings at 33073@lapd.lacity.org. Eric asks if doctors making prescriptions can be controlled by ordinance; Rippe says no.  

Doug asks about street drug sales; Rippe says down significantly, but lots of drugs at nightclubs.  Doug asks about heroin sales; Rippe says hasn’t seen much activity.

Officer Ramirez says violent crime down in Hollywood, property crime up.  Five grand theft auto cases prior week on La Mirada Ave. between Van Ness and St. Andrews.  Gang-related shooting at 6PM today at Santa Monica Blvd. and Kingsley Dr.  Problems with Western Ave. corridor, rape at club at 5435 Sunset Blvd., robberies at Romaine and Oxford, burglaries at 5410 Hollywood Blvd. and 840 N. Oxford.  Thefts around Home Depot down as LAPD parked patrol car there.  Rhonda asks about her neighbors who go to Los Feliz post office and panhandle and pretend to be blind, have stolen purses.  Craig says 7,000 convicts recently released; 250-300 released daily from LA County jail.  Eric explains absence of Officer Ziegler, says fell off bicycle and tore muscle, will get cadaver replacement.  New City Attorney rep is Tamar Galazan.

3.
CD13 Update: No representative from council office present.  Doug complains about hearing 2nd hand comment from applicant for ABC license at 5100 Fountain Ave. that CD13 staff says Public Safety committee has no right to review ABC applications.

4.
Public Comment:  Vogue Lansing from 1015 N. Normandie Ave. says building laundry room tagged by gang, cleaned by manager, asks what it means.  Craig says it means gang territory.  Eric 
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says to not paint over, let City crew do so.  Doug disagrees, says immediate removal is important discouragement.   Ed Hunt mentions Final EIR out for Hollywood Community Plan.

5.
Approval of Minutes:  Craig moves, Leon seconds.  Unanimous. 
6.
Action Items
a.
MEETING PLANNING AND SAFETY COMMITTEES:  Discussion and possible action regarding application for a change of use to a pawnshop in the C2 Zone at 4562 W. Santa Monica Blvd. in a 500 s. ft. space adjacent to an existing illegal marijuana dispensary and within 600 feet of a primary school.

Doug introduces project, says David Bell has excused absence (out of town).  Owner Hagop Bastebmian speaks of existing sewing shop tenant who hasn’t paid rent in 8 months, wants to operate a pawnshop, tired of renters, but hasn’t made any effort to evict tenant not paying rent, as they watch the space.  Says the illegal marijuana dispensary was leased as an office space.  Purchased the site in 1976, partner for pawnshop is John Basteghian, who owns House of Pawn in valley, and is a member of the N. Hollywood NC.  John wants to change perceptions of pawnshops, make them upscale businesses.

Eric says his camera was stolen as a child and ended up hocked at a pawnshop.  Asks about procedure to screen fenced goods.  John says all merchandise is recorded, info sent to police.  LAPD gets photos.  Report daily.  No guns allowed at location.  Says only one incident of merchandise stolen.  Never robbed.

Eric asks if illegal marijuana dispensary will be evicted.  Applicant says will close when he gets his Conditional Use Permit.  Doug says to forget about a pawnshop if the dispensary isn’t gone in two months, says David Bell doesn’t want a pawnshop in his neighborhood.  

Ed asks about improvements.  Applicant says will wait for CUP approval before making any.  John says will be well lit with surveillance cameras.  Dick says application doesn’t include a finding regarding business issues, i.e. marijuana dispensary.  Discusses incompatibility, asks about number of people currently working in sewing shop, why wall separating rooms isn’t removed.  Applicant says he doesn’t know, doesn’t go there very often.  Dick concerned about lack of owner’s involvement, Eric sees as red flags:  absentee owner.  

Doug asks about process for selling goods, how much is paid for items.  John says will pay $200 to $350 for popular phone worth $500, otherwise charges 14% interest per month for person who hocks to recover.  Has 4 months to pick up.  Says pawnshop fits in with retail uses.  Doug goes over parking.  5 spaces in rear of store.  Discussion of adjacent single-family home.  Tells applicants to get rid of dispensary, clean up site, come back when environmental review is issued.  

b.   Continued discussion and possible action regarding stakeholder and resident complaints of illegal activities associated with the 1639 N. Alexandria Ave. property.
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Rick Marcus, Superior Court assigned receiver for the property.  Discusses numerous health and safety problems, $500,000 investment to clean up property.  Owner was convicted as slumlord, did jail time.  Says dealing with illegal activity, non-paying tenants.  Goal to get fair rent and clear out problems, have evicted main drug dealer and pimp.  Stopped tenants from “renting” out vacant units to others.  “BOSTA” legal group is preventing improvements by diverting resources to court cases.

20 eviction orders on the 70 apts.  Tenant advocacy groups have interfered, convincing tenants to not allow needed repairs.  Have installed key card system for controlled access, but not set up for recording entries or with a surveillance camera.  Has made available a unit for vice and narcotics officers, but not utilized.  Says need help with illegal activity in area, particularly at laundry mat.  Had two full-time security guards, unarmed.  Craig says need retired LAPD, or security may become sympathetic to tenants.  

Craig suggests getting court to write letters to CD13 and LAPD to get more enforcement.  Needs monitored key card entry with camera identification.  Rhonda says insurance company takes ownership on 7th, and tenants want a settlement to move out but the owner refuses to settle.  Andrea says Greater Griffith Park NC will write a letter to City Attorney to move quicker.  

c.   Continued discussion and possible action regarding illegal marijuana clinics/dispensaries and their proliferation.
Eric says will schedule NC members on Kevin James radio show.  Doug asks about date to speak before City Council.  Choose Wednesday November 9.  No formal vote

d.   Continued discussion and possible action regarding committee co-chair speaking before the LA Police Commission regarding NC concerns of inadequate communication with community by LAPD Rampart Division. 
Discussion to attend Rampart’s CPAB; open house on October 29.  No vote

e.  Discussion and possible action regarding proliferation of graffiti and lack of response regarding tagging crew leads.

Tabled, Craig moves, Leon seconds.  Unanimous.  

7.  
Old Business:  None.

8.
New Business:  Ed discusses Paramount lot development project.  Vogue mentions Hollywood Forever’s traffic issues combined with such development.  Andrea discusses a CPAB involving bars that won’t permit public to attend.  Craig says CPAB groups not allowed  to exclude public.

ADJORN:  10:35.

Public Safety Committee – Planning Committee Joint Meeting

Minutes of Thursday, September 1, 2011

Location:  5030 Santa Monica Blvd.

AGENDA ITEMS:

1.  
Welcome and introductions: Meeting begins at 7:15 PM.  

Safety Committee members in attendance:  

Planning Committee members attending:

Craig Cox




Doug Haines

Julia Griswold (arrive 8:45)


Ed Hunt

Doug Haines




Armen Makasjian

Leon Jost





David Bell

Eric Moore

6.
JOINT MEETING PLANNING AND SAFETY COMMITTEES:  Presentation regarding a request by Little Temple LLC at 4513 – 4519 Santa Monica Blvd. for a Conditional Use Permit for continued sale and dispensing of a full line of alcoholic beverages for on-site consumption (Type 48 ABC license), in conjunction with an existing bar/lounge with live entertainment, hours of operation from 6PM to 2AM daily.  Also, a request for continued public dancing and live entertainment, and a Zone Variance to permit leased parking in lieu of a covenant.  


Louis Ryan and Elizabeth Peterson open discussion.  3,300 square foot bar with three rooms.  5 new  security personnel. All valet parking with 33 parking spaces total: 14 parking spaces at adjacent laundry mat, plus bank lot.  $10 valet charge. Capacity is 183 patrons.  Also operates Temple Bar in Santa Monica; Zansabar; and Townhouse in Venice.  Eric asks about recent homicide.  Head of security Curtis Bovell states that victim and assailant were gang members of same family.  Craig asks if security armed.  Elizabeth says not permitted to be armed inside venue; Craig responds that security can be armed outside.  Asks about metal detectors at entrance.  Mr. Ryan states that he first considered installing, but decided not to do so and to instead enforce dress code.  


Officers Garcia and Fujirara arrive.  Say they work with bar security to find problems in neighborhood.  Doug asks if they’re in area because of bar problems or if bar is incidental to other troubles.  Officers respond that they are in area because of its many problems.  Doug asks if officers support installation of metal detectors; David Bell interrupts to say he doesn’t want metal detectors, sends the wrong message.  Doug asks officers again, officers say raising patrons’ shirts at door is effective to deter trouble.  


Doug asks what happens when venue is full on weekends, if 100 cars show up and only 33 parking spaces.  Manager says hasn’t seen that many people in a while, but valet finds other lots.  Doug requests map of all parking areas showing capacity.  


David Bell says valet charge is expensive and patrons will try to find street parking, but says parking not a problem on his street.  Leon notes that the security plan lists 24 surveillance cameras, but owner says only have 16 now in place.  Says need cameras to shoot vehicle license plates.  Doug asks about environmental review, asks if it will be updated.  Elizabeth says won’t need one, it’s a “Neg Dec.” (Note:  This is an incorrect statement by her).  Doug asks when City’s radius notification will be mailed out; Elizabeth responds that hearing will be scheduled next spring.  Doug says NC can’t take a position until public comment is reviewed.
Public Safety Committee – Planning Committee Joint Meeting

Minutes of Thursday, October 6, 2011

Location:  5030 Santa Monica Blvd.

AGENDA ITEMS:

1.  
Welcome and introductions: Meeting begins at 7:15 PM.  

Safety Committee members in attendance:  

Planning Committee members attending:

Craig Cox




Doug Haines

Eric Moore




Ed Hunt

Doug Haines




Armen Makasjian

Leon Jost





Dick Platkin

6.
Action Items
a.
MEETING PLANNING AND SAFETY COMMITTEES:  Discussion and possible action regarding application for a change of use to a pawnshop in the C2 Zone at 4562 W. Santa Monica Blvd. in a 500 s. ft. space adjacent to an existing illegal marijuana dispensary and within 600 feet of a primary school.

Doug introduces project, says David Bell has excused absence (out of town).  Owner Hagop Bastebmian speaks of existing sewing shop tenant who hasn’t paid rent in 8 months, wants to operate a pawnshop, tired of renters, but hasn’t made any effort to evict tenant not paying rent, as they watch the space.  Says the illegal marijuana dispensary was leased as an office space.  Purchased the site in 1976, partner for pawnshop is John Basteghian, who owns House of Pawn in valley, and is a member of the N. Hollywood NC.  John wants to change perceptions of pawnshops, make them upscale businesses.

Eric says his camera was stolen as a child and ended up hocked at a pawnshop.  Asks about procedure to screen fenced goods.  John says all merchandise is recorded, info sent to police.  LAPD gets photos.  Report daily.  No guns allowed at location.  Says only one incident of merchandise stolen.  Never robbed.

Eric asks if illegal marijuana dispensary will be evicted.  Applicant says will close when he gets his Conditional Use Permit.  Doug says to forget about a pawnshop if the dispensary isn’t gone in two months, says David Bell doesn’t want a pawnshop in his neighborhood.  

Ed asks about improvements.  Applicant says will wait for CUP approval before making any.  John says will be well lit with surveillance cameras.  Dick says application doesn’t include a finding regarding business issues, i.e. marijuana dispensary.  Discusses incompatibility, asks about number of people currently working in sewing shop, why wall separating rooms isn’t removed.  Applicant says he doesn’t know, doesn’t go there very often.  Dick concerned about lack of owner’s involvement, Eric sees as red flags:  absentee owner.  

Doug asks about process for selling goods, how much is paid for items.  John says will pay $200 to $350 for popular phone worth $500, otherwise charges 14% interest per month for person who hocks to recover.  Has 4 months to pick up.  Says pawnshop fits in with retail uses.  Doug goes over parking.  5 spaces in rear of store.  Discussion of adjacent single-family home.  Tells applicants to get rid of dispensary, clean up site, come back when environmental review is issued.  
Planning Committee Meeting
Minutes of Monday, October 17, 2011

Location:  5111 Santa Monica Blvd., and City Hall

AGENDA ITEMS:

1.  
Welcome and introductions: Meeting begins at 12:34 PM at 5111 Santa Monica Blvd.  

Planning committee members in attendance:  Doug Haines, Armen Makasjian, Ed Hunt.

2.
Public Comment:  Ed comments on code/sign violations of businesses on Santa Monica Blvd.  Armen comments on differences with Housing Dept. enforcement. 

3.
Approval of minutes from previous meeting of Oct. 6, 2011:  Continued to next meeting.


BREAK IN MEETING AT 12:45, TRAVEL TO CITY HALL
CITY HALL MEETING RECONVENES AT 1:45 AT CD13 OFFICES

In attendance:  Doug Haines, Armen Makasjian, Ed Hunt, Dick Platkin, David Bell.  Members of public in attendance:  Lucille Saunders.  Members of CD 13 attending:  Marcel Porras, Ryan Carpio, intern Becca Liu.

4.
Meet with Marcel Porras, Planning Deputy for Council District 13, re 475 City Hall.   Discussion regarding CD13’s positions on projects proposed within the East Hollywood Neighborhood Council’s boundaries:  

Armen discusses Route 66 task force proposals, POD for Hollywood Plan.  Ryan asks about maintenance; Armen says commercial requirements: trash p/u, graffiti removal.  David mentions clean-up funds provided by NC, says some businesses enthusiastic, most unconcerned.  Ed mentions many window sign violations.

Armen discusses problems with code enforcement, mentions illegal posting, and broken block wall at 4851 Santa Monica Blvd., says sent letter and called code enforcement with poor results.  Armen raises issue of overlay zone for Route 66 to encourage pedestrian activity.  David emphasizes 1-story style of buildings, Doug mentions West Hollywood’s success with existing low-scale stores.  Ed mentions that in 1970s, City permitted mini-malls with parking in front.

Hollywood Community Plan:  Marcel says he’s the point person.  Doug expresses concerns over lack of change by Planning Dept. in the six years of meetings.  

5245 Santa Monica Blvd. project:  CD13 has received no info from applicant.

Pawn Shop request for 4563 Santa Monica Blvd.:  CD13 has no position, Ryan will be contact.

BREAK IN MEETING AT 2:30 PM

MEETING RECONVENES ROOM 667 AT 2:40 PM

5.
Meet with Mary Richardson, LA City Planning Dept.  Discussion regarding Route 66 potential Pedestrian Orientated District for inclusion in the Hollywood Community Plan Update, and EHNC comments on the Plan Update.
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Joined by Steven Box, Mary Richardson, Kevin Keller.  Armen outlines problems on Santa Monica Blvd. with illegal vending, postings, trucks parked on setbacks, neglect of properties.  Outlines POD requirements.  Overlay zone restricts violations.  

Mary mentions Atwater POD.  Kevin says overlay standards can be applied to Santa Monica Blvd.  Mentions Broadway overlay standards being formatted. Says regulations of SNAP can be applied to Route 66.  David asks for prevention of demolition of remaining architecture.  Kevin suggests prohibition of lot consolidation, a community plan implementation overlay.  Steven asks if buildings with fake fronts can be restored.  Mary mentions Survey LA, asks if there is an area of Santa Monica Blvd. that all agree can be developed.  Doug asks why there is the necessity to proceed with proposed FAR increases since no need per declining population and increasing vacancies.  Kevin says want to bring controls to street rather than retain limited FAR.  Steven mentions conflict of dedication reducing pedestrian orientated community, speaks of conflicts all along Santa Monica Blvd. that endanger pedestrians if development increased, says West Hollywood offers everything within walking distance.  

Doug mentions risks of residential development near freeways.  Kevin says “Our goal is to meet a capacity SCAG projection,” which is adding 50,000 more people by year 2030.  David says first paragraph of Plan should say Hollywood is unique.  Lucille asks why the incorrect SCAG population forecast is the goal.   Doug says he’s been speaking with Planning for six years and nothing has changed in the Plan and he is getting angry over it.  

ADJORN   4:50 PM

Public Safety Committee 

Minutes of Thursday, November 3, 2011

Location:  5030 Santa Monica Blvd.

AGENDA ITEMS:

1.  
Welcome and introductions: Meeting begins at 7:15 PM.  

Safety Committee members in attendance:  



Craig Cox






Eric Moore





J.D. Brown

Doug Haines






LAPD Officers present: Hollywood Division officer Ramirez; Northeast officer Davis.  

Present: Board member Armen Makasjian, Seta Panosian, Harry Arutyurysin.

2.
Police Update:  Officer Ramirez says there were 2 Grand Theft Auto robberies on 5300 block of Lexington Ave. on Halloween evening, 9PM.  Home invasion at 5301 Lexington Ave. also.  Robbery at 4AM at Western Avenue and Marathon.  Also a stabbing at MTA subway station at Hollywood/Western.  Gives www.Nixle.com as site for phone info of current LAPD crime locations.  


Ramirez discusses prostitution problems in area, says working with City Attorney and CD13 to have no left turns allowed from 11PM to 6 AM at Sunset Blvd. and Kingsley Ave.  Doug asks about proliferation of condoms found on street; Armen says he sees condoms on Ardmore Ave.  Officer Ramirez responds that she comes to work at 5:15 AM and sees no one on street.  Armen mentions finding drug syringes on Ardmore Ave. at Santa Monica Blvd., Doug says he has heard about a drug dealer who sells there at 3AM.


Officer Davis reports of a strong-arm robbery on Vermont at Lexington of bus rider at 1AM; had two Grand Theft auto robberies.  Says Federal government is requiring increased security for hospitals using radioactive material.  Eric asks about hospital outreach for the Health committee; officer Davis suggests Hollywood Presbyterian.  Doug asks about pawnshop application on Santa Monica Blvd.; Davis states that it is not the best idea to locate a pawnshop next to a marijuana clinic.  


Doug asks about status of marijuana clinics; Davis responds that City Attorney needs to tell LAPD what to do, as there is no follow-up to enforcement.  Says we need to ask: “Why is the City Council waiting to enforce it.”  Says some divisions are checking patients for medical cards.  Doug asks what LAPD would like the NC to do; Davis responds to “hold city council accountable.  Pull out of the gray area.”  Harry asks when pot dispensary at 5204 Fountain Ave. will be closed; no answer.  


Leon asks about Xmas toy drive; Officers Ramirez and Davis say both divisions will have one.  Davis discusses 1639 N. Alexandria problems:  30 more evictions of illegal occupants, but legal group BOSTRA is requesting each have a jury trial to slow process.  Davis says there have been numerous arrests.  Doug mentions prior discussion of nearby laundry mat being used by prostitutes who take clients to apartment building.  
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J.D. asks about food trucks parked on a vacant lot off of Santa Monica Blvd.; Armen says Street Services cites such vehicles, also that they leave lots of trash.  

3.
Public Comment:  Eric says $800 approved by Board for Taser holders for LAPD Hollywood Division should be used for the LAPD student center, since the holders are no longer needed.  J.D. mentions homeless encampment at Melrose and Berendo, was told to contact People Assisting the Homeless (PATH).  Harry mentions illegal vendors on Santa Monica Blvd. and Normandie.  Armen says he has contacted Health Dept.  

4.
Approval of Minutes:  Craig moves, J.D. seconds.  Unanimous. 
5.
Update regarding the proposed Hollywood Community Plan, and scheduled City hearings in response to comments to the Plan’s Final Environmental Impact Report.

Doug gives overview of hearing schedules.  Eric mentions inadequacy of police funding.  Armen says Plan falls short of more restricted zoning.  

6.
Update regarding CD13 Motion passed in City Council on October 19, 2011(without notification to neighborhood councils or affected residents) proposing to establish Los Angeles’ first over-height fence district, with boundaries partially including East Hollywood.


Doug gives lengthy and dull overview with dates regarding NC’s inability to get CD13 to discuss matter.  Eric says he told Normandie Ave. resident Walter not to represent our NC when he speaks on the issue.  Doug asks Leon about his own over-height, plank fence.  Eric asks if Leon would be okay if the whole block put up plank fences 6 feet tall.  Leon says it’s a safety issue, and doesn’t want to be picked on.  Greg asks if there is a legal exemption for law enforcement personnel.  Craig says he wouldn’t  as an officer enter a property with a fence that obscures view of home, as could be unsafe.  Says would wait for back up. 


Eric says he supports transparent grate fences, opposes hedges.  Doug cites declining crime stats in his neighborhood where many homes have no fences at all.  Leon says he needs his fence because he is worried about kids he sees hanging out on block; Doug says Leon’s a cop, should set an example.  Craig says law enforcement heads should weigh in on safety concerns.

7.
Action Items
a.
Continued discussion and possible action regarding committee co-chairs speaking before the Los Angeles Police Commission regarding Neighborhood Council concerns of inadequate communication with the community by LAPD Rampart Division Command.

Was previously voted on.  Craig will look into issue.
8.
Old Business – Eric will pursue Health committee members.  Illegal marijuana dispensaries:  Doug will contact Mike Larsen of Eagle Rock NC.


9.
New Business – None.  








Adjourn 9:02
Public Safety Committee 

Minutes of Thursday, December 8, 2011

Location:  5030 Santa Monica Blvd.

AGENDA ITEMS:

1.  
Welcome and introductions: Meeting begins at 7:15 PM.  Agenda contains incorrect date of meeting, so no voting possible per Brown Act.

Safety Committee members in attendance:  



Craig Cox






Eric Moore





J.D. Brown

Doug Haines

Leon Jost






Present: Greater Griffith Park NC member Andrea Iaderosa, David Chamberlain, Rhonda Adams, Anna Zibie and “Casey,”  Kimberly, Franco Jasso, Eric Jamgotchian, Sherif Said.

2.
Police Update:  No officers present.  Eric says Officer Gonzales appeared at Board meeting and is filling in for Officer Ziegler while on medical leave.  

3.
CD13 Update:  No one present, as usual.

4.
Public Comment:  None.

5.
Approval of minutes from previous meeting:  No minutes, and no opportunity to vote anyhow.

6.
Action items:


a.  Discussion and possible action regarding the application for a Conditional Use Permit to allow the sale of beer and wine for off-site consumption at an existing cigarette store named Western Cigarettes located at 1550 N. Western Ave.


Three owners present proposal for beer and wine sales, show diagram of store layout.  Store would have hours of 8AM to 11PM, no sales of single cans.  Eric asks why they made the application; owners say they are trying to grow business.  Craig asks how many people a day ask for beer; owners say 6 to 7.  Doug notes that there is currently a saturation of off-site licenses in their census tract, points out that 7-11 at Sunset Blvd. and St. Andrews was recently denied an application by LAPD due to proximity to day laborers at Home Depot.  Craig mentions that there’s a Federal lock up across Western Ave. on Harold Way.  Doug explains reality of what LAPD will say, likelihood that application would be denied, should ask Vice unit first and possibly withdraw application and get refund.  Provides phone number for Officer Gray.  


b.  Any continued discussion and possible action regarding EHNC Governing Board’s denial of a request for a variance from Section 12.10 of the LAMC to permit commercial/retail use and alcohol sales in the R-3 residential Zone at 5100 Fountain Ave.
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Doug discusses December 6 Zoning Administrator’s hearing for application.  Craig says letter should be sent to ZA from NC emphasizing applicant’s lack of cooperation, and should also have Officer Gray send a letter from LAPD emphasizing opposition.  


c.  Discussion and possible action regarding EHNC Governing Board’s prior support of a Citywide ban against medical marijuana dispensaries in light of recent appellate court decisions determining that California cities can ban but not regulate such dispensaries, and also include city officials such as councilman LaBonge                                                                                                                                                             


Doug discusses proposed ban and November press conference by councilman Huizer.  Andrea says Greater Griffith Park NC not confronting issue.  Says Silver Lake NC supports legalization.                            


d.  Discussion and possible action regarding various articles published about the changing status of medical marijuana dispensaries and some mentioning EHNC’s support for a ban.  Also lack of prosecution of East Hollywood dispensaries by City Attorney.                                                             


Rhonda says a clinic on Melrose at Serrano sells marijuana cards.  Says she counted 10 dispensaries on Melrose Ave. on bus trip to Beverly Hills.  Leon says at Van Ness and Hollywood Blvd. he noticed a commercial building with storefronts for a smoke shop, tattoo parlor, pot dispensary, and massage parlor.  Doug asks Andrea about arranging a meeting with Tom LaBonge; she says she will set one up with field deputy Maria Rodriguez.  J.D. says dispensaries are ruining business for nearby stores, customers scared away.  David Chamberlain says criminal element seems to control most dispensaries.  Craig discusses the official State of California permitting and licensing process.                 


e.  Discussion and possible action regarding City Planning Department’s final version of the Hollywood Community Plan and various issues surrounding the environmental findings, lack of funding for mitigation implementation, and community concerns.  


Eric gives introduction, says majority at public hearings were “violently” against the Plan.   Doug discusses issues.  Proposal to send emails to all city council members.  

7.
Old business:  Rhonda gives update regarding 1641 N. Alexandria.  1929 building.  Six gangs had moved in.  MS now in and fighting against White Fence gang.  Two meth labs.  Lots of kids living in building and in harm’s way.  Lawsuit proceeding against owner’s trust.  Owner is #1 slumlord in San Francisco, #10 in Los Angeles.  January 3 is next mediation date.  Five evictions are scheduled before first of year.  One prostitute threatened to kill the manager.  Security guard is now on from 11PM to 7AM only.  Apartment is in City receivership.  More repairs being made.    

8.
New business:  Anna introduces her non-profit, working with Kimberly, does outreach to empower impoverished residents.  






Adjourn:  9:05
Planning Committee 

Minutes of Sunday, November 20, 2011

Location:  5030 Santa Monica Blvd.

AGENDA ITEMS:

1.  
Welcome and introductions: Meeting begins at 1:30 PM.  

Planning Committee members in attendance:  



David Bell

Doug Haines

Ed Hunt

Armen Makasjian

Dick Platkin

Members of public in attendance:  Mino Jeglian, David Chamberlain, Mario Diaz.  

2.
Public Comment:  Mino Jeglian states that all hookers should receive a variance to operate.  Ed Hunt states that he has purchased a historic, 1905 home at 5346 Virginia Ave.

3.
Approval of minutes from previous meeting:  David moves, Armen seconds.  Unanimous.  

4.
Update regarding CD13 Motion passed in City Council on October 19, 2011 (without notification to neighborhood councils or affected residents) proposing to establish Los Angeles’ first over-height fence district, including areas of East Hollywood.  Doug explains the history of council action.  David asks what a fence district would do.  Ed explains ordinance was passed 13 years ago, designed to allow over-height fences but requires they be safe and aesthetically pleasing, won’t run over baby carriage when backing out.  Says Garcetti voted to support fines immediately upon citation.  

5.
Action Items:

A.
Discussion and possible action regarding a request for a Variance from Section 12.10 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code to permit commercial/retail use in the restricted R3 Residential Zone that would include the sale and dispensing of beer and wine for on-site consumption at a proposed bar and lounge and for off-site sales at an existing market, in a non-conforming building with no parking located adjacent to single- and multi-family residences at 5100-5108 Fountain Ave.



Mino Jeglian, owner and applicant, says NC is against him, not spending time dealing with real problems like drug dealers but harassing him instead just for wanting to run a bar.  David Chamberlain, neighbor on Normandie Ave., worries that variance would be applicable for other bars in neighborhood to open.  Mario Diaz, next-door neighbor to proposed bar, says area has been quiet for two years since prior Grasshopper bar was closed.  Says couldn’t control patrons, would hang out after closing time and cause problems all night.  
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David Bell says need to have nightlife in area, believes area’s a “deadzone” at night.  Doug emphasizes immediate proximity of residential housing to location, lack of parking, neighbors have repeatedly stated they want community-serving businesses but no bars.  Notes other “deadzone” area reinvigorated without alcohol, cites Thai buffet on Western Ave. next to post office.  Mino says that’s a place to drive to, not walk to.  Doug asks Mino to discuss hardship for findings to support a variance, Mino refuses.  Repeats that NC is wasting his time  



Variance requires 4 votes for support.  Doug calls for any support.  None given.  David Bell abstains.  David says to put on record that City shouldn’t have processed application as a variance, and supports nightlife for area.

B.
Discussion and possible action regarding further comments to the Hollywood Community Plan Update, including a possible NC position in response to a request to the LA Planning Dept. by a property owner that Plan subarea 9:2 (the 1500 and 1600 blocks of N. Serrano Ave.) not be downzoned from the high density R4 Zone to low medium density RD1.5-VL (as proposed in the Update to protect historic resources listed on the National and California Register).



David Bell opposes property owner’s efforts to restrict downzoning.  Says NC has had numerous meetings without Planning Dept. following our wishes, wrong for Planning to accede to developer’s demand that impacts other properties.  Dick says Plan is bad and will set precedent, must be stopped.  Need to pool resources for litigation.  Other area plans will follow Hollywood, no infrastructure monitoring.  


C.
Discussion and possible action regarding the Community Redevelopment Agency’s (CRA) 2010 Hollywood Historic Resources Survey’s proposed elimination from the official list of historic properties of numerous original single-family Hollywood residences constructed circa 1910 – 1922.

Doug explains process and CRA’s lack of transparency.  David “adamantly” opposed to removal of historic properties.  

6.
Old Business -- None. 

7.
New Business – Regular monthly date and location for future committee meetings:  weekend afternoons suggested.  
Adjourn:  3:00 PM

Planning Committee 

Minutes of Sunday, January 22, 2011

Location:  5030 Santa Monica Blvd.

AGENDA ITEMS:

1.  
Welcome and introductions: Meeting begins at 1:00 PM.  

Planning Committee members in attendance:  



David Bell

Doug Haines

Ed Hunt

Armen Makasjian

Dick Platkin

Members of NC Board in attendance:  John Harris, Alfredo Hernandez.

Members of public in attendance:  Oscar Ensafi, representing pawnshop application; Seta Panosian; Irene Garcia; Linda Kroff; Moses Chukhylyas; Raul Munoz, John John, Steven Box; Maria Rowson; Armen of Little Paris. 

2.
Public Comment:  John Harris says City needs to pick up X-mas trees left on curb.  Alfredo says he contacted representatives of 5245 Santa Monica Blvd. project and they were not noticed of meeting.  Admonishes Doug for not doing so.  Doug responds that the item is listed for discussion only with no action, that project plans were received the week before from City Planning counter, that applicant has provided absolutely nothing to NC, and that applicant’s representatives have repeatedly lied to committee members regarding availability of plans, including in December when lobbyist said at City Planning Commission meeting that she had a full set of plans and then said Doug had misunderstood what she had said and that only a rendering was ready, then refused to provide that.  Doug says awaiting release of re-circulated environmental document before scheduling item for vote.


Eric Moore says Planning committee web page is up. 

3.
Approval of minutes from previous meeting:  Doug says got slowed down by black widow spider crawling up his arm as he was picking up trash, and couldn’t get minutes finished.    

4.
Action Items:  

A.
Discussion and possible action regarding an application for a change of use to a pawnshop in the C2 Zone at 4562 W. Santa Monica Blvd. in a 500 sq. ft. space adjacent to an existing illegal marijuana dispensary and within 600 feet of a primary school.  The application also requires approval by the Los Angeles Police Commission, and certification of the Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND).  Applicant:  Hagop Basteghian.  NOTE: The applicant’s request will be reviewed by the Office of Zoning Administration at a public hearing on Jan. 31 at 1:30PM in room 1020 of City Hall, 200 N. Spring St.  
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Doug reads LAMC Code requirements for findings to support a pawnshop. Mentions property owner and partner appeared before Safety committee in October.   Introduces Oscar Ensafi, representative of owner.  Oscar says can’t discuss circumstances surrounding pot dispensary in building.  Says pawnshop would operate 9 – 6, closed Sunday.  Sales 85% jewelry.  David asks where owner lives.  Told in valley.  Dicks says current occupant isn’t a retail shop as on diagram but is a manufacturer operating a sweatshop.  Oscar says will be in compliance.  David reads letter from Linda Croft opposing pawnshop.  Says librarian of Cahuenga Library and school principal of LAUSD primary school on Lexington are unaware of application.  



John Harris enters letter into record, read by Doug.  Armen says he’s not opposed to new businesses, but seeks harmonious uses.  Doesn’t want business that would hurt community.  Proliferation of alcohol establishments and pawnshop would exacerbate problems.  Eric asks about closing pot shop.  Oscar says owner can’t do anything about it.  Doug disputes this, mentions litigation by City for pot shop being within 600’ of a school, says can evict for being a nuisance tenant, asks about terms of lease.  Mentions residential home adjacent to location; John Harris says it’s a home for juvenile delinquents.  David says Feds could seize property for illegal marijuana sales.  



Oscar says pawnshops are mostly about loaning money.  Eric repeats concerns about owner’s lack of responsibility.  Oscar says owner purchased property 25 years ago, lived on site, will come back.  Linda Croft, adjacent property owner, says is a university professor, runs photography program.  Opening photography studio.  Worried pawnshop will attract bad element.  Says there’s no maintenance of building.  Runs counter to CD13’s vision for future of community.  Says sees illicit activity in alley.



Dick asks about other pawnshops in area; Doug mentions one on 5200 block of Santa Monica Blvd.  Dick says need fulfilled by one in area.  Oscar says applicant would need to come back to ZA for review after 18 months.  Linda says would like to see a dance studio at site.   Eric says there are tenants looking for space in East Hollywood, but scared off by problem tenants like pawnshops and pot shops.  Seta says lived in EH for 40 years, was spectacular place to live, but went downhill will such businesses.  Doug says likes pawnshops that are properly run, but owner is irresponsible.  



Doug calls vote.  Three votes in support required for a conditional use.  No support.


B.
Discussion and possible action regarding an application for a 46,977 sq. ft., 40-unit mixed-use apartment/retail development reaching 65 feet in height at 5400 Hollywood Blvd. at the intersection of Serrano Ave. on a 16,000 sq. ft. lot in the C2-1 Zone and within the Station Neighborhood Area Plan (SNAP).  The proposed development would consist of 3,485 sq. ft. of ground-level retail and 43,492 sq. ft. of market rate apartments.  Parking consists of 54 spaces, with 22 at grade and 32 subterranean.  The applicant is requesting a Project Permit Compliance Review and a Project Permit Adjustment for a 10% further reduction in required parking (NOTE: under Section 6M of the SNAP, the applicant is taking a 15% parking reduction for being located within 1,500 feet of a Metro Red Line stop).  The project is also seeking approval of the MND.  Applicant:  James Todd.
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Doug says tried to contact applicant but secretary was evasive and said couldn’t contact him.  Armen, owner of Little Paris Clothing Store located across Serrano Ave., says major problem in area is parking and Serrano Ave. is too narrow to handle construction.  Says people illegally park in his driveway overnight.  Armen Makasjian agrees parking is needed.  Doug agrees, cites reduced parking requirements for affordable housing in area, and lack of parking for Red Line stop.  Says impossible to find spot.  Ed says city drank kool-aid.  Armen of Little Paris says street dedication needs to be improved immediately on Serrano Ave. and Hollywood Blvd.  Ed says any approval of adjustment should require street widening.  Dick says project would need sub-basement if parking is increased, reflects bad planning.  David says SNAP should be viewed as a minimum parking level and shouldn’t go below it.  



Doug calls vote.  Adjustment needs 4 votes of support.  None given.  


C.
Discussion regarding revisions to the proposed 5245 Santa Monica Blvd. density bonus mixed-use development immediately adjacent to Kingsley Elementary School at 5241-5247 Santa Monica Blvd. and 5238-5246 Virginia Ave.  Former proposal was for a 99,366 sq. ft. mixed-use density project consisting of a five-story, 60-foot-tall building fronting Santa Monica Blvd., and a separate 30-foot-tall residential structure on Virginia Ave.  Development consisted of 32,272 sq. ft. of commercial/retail on two levels in the Santa Monica Blvd. building, and 49 units of residential in both structures totaling 67,091 sq. ft.  Total parking consisted of 192 spaces in a two-level subterranean garage covering the entire project site.  The lot consists of five parcels; three parcels on Santa Monica Blvd. are zoned C2-1D, with an FAR of 0.5:1.  The Virginia parcels are zoned RD1.5-1XL.



The revised project is a 109,825 sq. ft. mixed-use development consisting of 84 residential units and 15,550 sq. ft. of commercial use.  The building fronting Santa Monica Blvd. consists of five stories reaching 60 feet in height with 74 apartment units, while the building fronting Virginia Ave. is two stories and contains 10 apartment units.  Total parking would be 181 spaces.  The applicant is seeking a density bonus approval, a site plan approval, denial of an appeal filed against the original project, and certification of the Mitigated Negative Declaration.  (Note:  The East Hollywood Neighborhood Council voted unanimously at its February 22, 2010 meeting in opposition to the original project.  The NC subsequently voted unanimously at its June 20, 2011 meeting to support neighbors’ efforts to seek alternative uses for the parcels).  A hearing by the City Planning Commission on the proposed development is tentatively scheduled for February 9 at City Hall.  Applicant:  Petros Taglyan.  


Seta says wrong for area.  Moses says too much for area, enough traffic, made bigger and uglier.  Dick asks about Density Bonus menu incentives; Doug provides history of project.  Armen questions market for commercial space.  David says developer’s findings don’t address Route 66.  Doug says await release of new environmental review.  Mentions scheduled City Planning Commission hearing on February 9, 2012.
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D.
Discussion regarding a Motion introduced by Los Angeles Council District 13 representative Eric Garcetti on October 19, 2011 to, among other things, establish an over-height fence district under Los Angeles Municipal Code (LAMC) Sections 12.22 C.20(f) and 13.10 within the boundaries of: Fountain Avenue on the north, Normandie Avenue on the east, Melrose Avenue on the south, Wilton Place on the west to Santa Monica Boulevard, and then to Bronson Avenue to Fountain Avenue. Discussion will include alternative proposals to resolve safety and citation concerns by impacted residents and property owners.  



Doug gives update on inquiries, says contacted City Attorney Jane Usher with questions regarding timeline for motion, told he has a “fundamental misunderstanding” of process.  Says CD13 staff point him to everyone else as responsible, and no luck with finding out who’s in charge of subject at Planning Dept.  Alfredo says council motion doesn’t include over-height fence district, need to engage city attorney, Building and Safety, police and neighbors.  



Dave says there have been endless meetings with city reps, should instead create our own proposal for action.  Doug asks about status of reimbursements, how far back they would go.  Alfredo says liens still on homes.  Steven says will remain until homes are sold.  



Alfredo says higher fences needed for safety.  Doug questions if higher fences actually help, says if someone wants to get through will find a way.  Eric asks for list of all people cited.  Alfredo says have been trying to obtain that.  Doug suggests public records act request.  Steven says filed one for release of 177 names, has been ignored.  Doug says more effective from attorney, asks David to send one to city.  Neighbor Maria Rosen says looking forward to getting her fence back.  Ed says Ken Bernstein is assigned in Planning on issue.  Doug says has known since ’96, will contact.  



E.
Presentation regarding a SB1818 Density Bonus affordable housing development of 40 units and 41 parking spaces at 1560-1600 N. Western Ave and 5448 Carlton Way.  In 2011, the project received City Planning Department approval for reduced parking, varying increases in height (to 47 feet), a 20% reduction in required open space, a redistribution of building massing in lieu of a linear 10-foot setback required from Western Ave., and an adjustment to allow windows to face windows across a property line.  The project is partially funded by the Community Redevelopment Agency ($3.435 million).  Applicant:  Amcal.  



Applicant unavailable.

5.
Old Business – Hollywood community plan.  Eric mentions GGPNC support for pot ban.   

6.
New Business – Arco CUP.  Target.

Adjourn:  5:30
Public Safety Committee 

Minutes of Thursday, January 5, 2012

Location:  5030 Santa Monica Blvd.

AGENDA ITEMS:

1.  
Welcome and introductions: Meeting begins at 7:17 PM.  Agenda contains incorrect date of meeting, so no voting possible per Brown Act.

Safety Committee members in attendance:  



Craig Cox






J.D. Brown

Doug Haines

Neighbors present: Rhonda Adams, Victor B., Elson Trinidad, Lourdes Gomez, Betty Ortiz, Jose Bomos, Clarence Cowan, Horan Chung, Jose Tordes, Don Durkee, Robert Takaki, Dominador Serna, David Chamberlain, Annie, Alicia Alcaraz, Mario Diaz.

2.
Police Update:  Officers present:  SLO Lenning Davis, NE and SLO Gina Chovan, NE; Hollywood Division Gang unit Sgt. A. Ljubeic, Sgt. Omar Cedre, Officer D. Jara, Officer T. Aguila, OfficerJ. Pena.  

Officer Davis says NE “hammered” with property crimes.  Task force assigned for auto thefts.  20 officers.  Captain Murphy pushing social media sites for outreach.  Officer Chovan emphasizes not leaving valuables in cars when at Griffith Park.  Craig reads report from Captain Girmala for Hollywood Division.  Drip in crimes overall.  8 homicides in 2011.  

3.
CD13 Update:  No one present, as usual.

4.
Public Comment:  Elson speaks of redistricting and upcoming community meeting.

5.
Approval of minutes from previous meeting:  No quorum and Brown Act violation.

6.
Action items:


a. Discussion and possible action regarding application for a change of use to a pawnshop in the C2 Zone at 4562 W. Santa Monica Blvd. in a 500 s. ft. space adjacent to an existing illegal marijuana dispensary and within 600 feet of a primary school.  No quorum to vote and Brown Act violation.  Applicant doesn’t show.

b.  Discussion regarding recent arson fires in Hollywood and citywide.  Elson says there was an attempted arson near Cahuenga library.  Car had gasoline poured on it, but arsonist fled.  Says fires were primarily in areas where not many people out, and East Hollywood busier.  Resident of La Cresta Court says doesn’t walk dog after dark.  Suggests night patrols in cars.  Complains of house being repeatedly tagged by MS13, Doug suggests contacting SLO Julie Nony.                                                                              
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c.  Discussion regarding gang activity on 1100 to 1200 blocks N. Ardmore Ave.  Doug gives background of gang rampage during January 1st weekend, kids tagged over 40 buildings/sidewalks on Ardmore Ave.  Shows photos.  Says police patrols increased, got graffiti cleaned up.  Says kids are 16 years old, threatened to beat up residents who confronted them.  Tried to take over neighborhood.  Sgt Omar of gang unit says kids part of Headhunters 13 gang.  Gives email for gang activity of 31158@LAPD.CACITY.ORG.   Resident of 1177 N. Ardmore says kids went up to roof.  Manager of 1197 N. Ardmore says gang members are not living in her building, had previous problem but evicted tenant.  Showed letter sent by NC; Doug says her building was identified by neighbors as a problem location.  Sgt. Omar says all buildings need “No Trespassing” signs so police can arrest kids.  Says will look for kids, but they know patrol schedule and have lookouts.  Doug emphasizes calling police to get more patrols whenever residents see problems.  


d.  Update on marijuana dispensary ban.  Doug gives background, is approaching other neighborhood councils to support ban..  Craig mentions building across from Covenant House at 1308 N. Western Ave. had offer from marijuana business to rent for $75,000 a month. 


e. Update on over-height fence motion from city council.   Doug gives presentation on problems with motion and proposed over-height fence district.  Says trying to find out who is working on the issue at City Hall and what is the timeline.  Neighbor says zoning code is outdated, and needs fence for safety issues.  Clarence agrees fences are there for safety.  Says one size doesn’t fit all, that people want tall fences near Jon’s Market.  Doug points out that the area around the Jon’s Market is his council district, many fences are left open day and night.  


Craig says focus should be on mayor and increased number of police.  Says bright lights provide a greater deterrent.  Much discussion and yelling follows.  


f.  Update on Hollywood Community Plan.  Doug provides overview of plan, says NC seeks to improve quality of life instead of upzoning.  Says beautifying area attracts good tenants, improves livability and safety.                                        

7.
Old business:  Rhonda gives update on Los Feliz court apts.  Says have had arrests of gang squatters, says was rumble in back courtyard caught on surveillance.  38 police from 3 divisions responded.  Says went to City Council hearing to speak during public comment but was not called.  Doug says was an error, needed to tell Sergeant at Arms that speaker card was submitted.  Rhonda says building in receivership, one drug dealer/prostitute removed.  Building sold to “Wing wing properties,” afraid gang will purchase.  Says sold for $10 million.                       

8.
New business:  Doug reminds of chance for meeting with Councilman Tom LaBonge to discuss marijuana issues.  Also says committee needs new members.  Craig says Sgt. Hedrick will teach Gang 101 class, trying to set up with LAPD.                   

Adjourn:  9:28 PM
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b.  Discussion and possible action regarding city planning department’s final version of the Hollywood Community Plan and various issues surrounding the findings and lack of implementation of community’s criticism and concerns.  Eric introduces subject, discussion turns to lack of adequate police number of officers.
c.  (Planning agenda item a; Safety item d)  Discussion and possible action regarding an application for a Conditional Use Permit to allow the sale and dispensing of beer and wine for off-site consumption (Type 21 ABC license) at an existing 24-hour Arco gas station mini-mart located at 1020 N. Vermont Ave. at the intersection of Santa Monica Blvd.  Alcohol sales would be from 8 AM to midnight daily.  The project’s environmental assessment will also be considered for possible action.  Owner Jacques Massachi and consultant Scott Campbell, presenters.  Four coolers dedicated to wine and beer.  Locked at counter.  Proposed Conditions of Approval distributed by applicant.  Ed asks about landscaping, says 1 tree per 4 parking spaces required to shade lot.  Jacques says had planned on 4 trees on Santa Monica Blvd. and city reduced.                                       

David reads statement from wife opposing CUP.  Points out voluntary condition 21, going back to ZA for review.  Craig says almost impossible to revoke an alcohol license once granted.  Lee counters that he’s representing several businesses that face license revocation.  David mentions imported 32-ounce beer; Jacques says pricier, won’t attract alcoholics.  David asks about hours of sales beginning at 8AM; Jacques says he’s flexible.   Dick asks about non-alcoholic offerings.  Jacques says will sell hot food, bacon, chicken sandwiches, and fruit.  Leon points out Rite Aide across street carries those items already.  Jacques says he will offer more convenience.  Leon mentions Metro subway stop across street, asks about conflict with LCC.  Jacques says he seeks to enhance neighborhood.                 

Eric asks if CUP isn’t approved would still operate gas station.  Jacques says store already being built but would be a hardship.  Craig asks what percent of business would be affected.  Jacques says he has invested a lot into the station and adjacent theater, profit is in pennies, offers low price on gas.  Says sales at Highland Ave. station are $150 to $200 per day for beer and wine. Leon says Highland location has less shopping options, more traffic.          

Craig reads quote of SLO Ziegler from June 2, 2011 minutes stating opposition to CUP.  Scott says Ziegler against mom and pop operations, not AM/PM.  Says he met with Officer Davis of NE and Officer Gonzalez.  Craig says problem is with pedestrian traffic, popping open a 6-pack.  Scott says a good operator counters bad elements.  Eric says people are against further liquor sales in his neighborhood regardless of applicant.  David says he’s opposed to any more alcohol in neighborhood.              

Armen asks about 32-ounce bottles, says goes out of control of seller.  Dave says Rite Aid cheapest place to purchase beer.  David Chamberlain asks about length of CUP; Lee says 5 years.  David says Vermont has high pedestrian traffic, asks about percentage of alcohol.  Jacques says 5% standard, says alcoholic will get drunk now with existing outlets, says doesn’t think it’s fair to stop his CUP.  J.D. says more beer and alcohol in neighborhood is a chance for more problems.  Against anymore.  Jacques says will sell to good customers.  Craig says worked West LA as an LAPD officer in good neighborhoods and still had problems.  Points out East Hollywood has high crime rate not frequently reported.
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David Bell says there’s a symbolic element to beer and wine, cites Covell on Hollywood Blvd. as turning area around, but an AM/PM won’t turn area around.  Jacques counters he brings products into neighborhood that serve the neighborhood.         

PLANNING COMMITTEE VOTE:  Three affirmative votes needed to approve. David Bell states approval, others do not.  Planning does not approve CUP request.  

SAFETY COMMITTEE VOTE:  Eric makes motion to oppose.  J.D. seconds.  Unanimous.
c. (Planning agenda item b) Discussion and possible action regarding an application for a Conditional Use Permit to allow the sale and dispensing of a full line of alcoholic beverages for on-site consumption (Type 47 ABC license) at the 38-seat Dara Thai Karaoke restaurant located at 5112 Hollywood Blvd., with three parking spaces and hours of alcohol sales from 10AM to 2AM daily.  The applicant has filed for a categorical exemption from environmental review.               

Lee Rabun, representative.  Venue open 8 months, 31 parking spaces for the commercial strip of 9 businesses.  Live entertainment will require Police Commission approval.  Ed asks why just not going for beer and wine license.  Lee says Thai sell cocktail specialties.  David says he questions a request for a full line of alcohol.  Doug relates experience in prior life as a waiter and intoxicated patrons, tried to sober up.  Eric says he refuses to sing karaoke unless smashed.       

Leon asks about crime; Lee says he spoke with officers Abrams and Lewis of Hollywood Division.  Doug expresses concerns about over-concentration of existing licenses, that almost all are only beer and wine and not full spirits, late hours.  Lee offers to shut off alcohol at midnight Monday through Thursday; Doug says weekends are the problem period, questions if venue is even open past those hours anyway during the week.  Lee offers a one-year CUP review period; Doug says start with a beer and wine license and then reapply for a full license if not problems.  Craig asks for armed security guard every night.           

PLANNING COMMITTEE VOTE:  Three affirmative votes needed to approve. David Bell, Armen and Dick state approval.  Doug Haines and Ed Hunt do not.  Planning approves CUP request.  

SAFETY COMMITTEE VOTE: The Public Safety committee voted unanimously to oppose the application following two failed votes of conditioned approval: The first vote moved by Eric and seconded by Doug was to support a Type 41 approval (beer and wine only) with alcohol sales ending at midnight, which received 2 votes of support and 3 votes of opposition. The second vote moved by Craig and seconded by J.D. was for a Type 47 approval with an armed security guard and alcohol sales from 6PM to midnight, which received 2 votes of support and 3 votes of opposition.  The motion to oppose the Type 47 request was moved by Eric and seconded by Leon.

d.  (Planning agenda item c)  Discussion and possible action regarding formulation of an alternative community zoning plan for East Hollywood, including a Pedestrian Orientated District for historic Route 66, to be presented to the Los Angeles City Council in lieu of the plan currently proposed by the Dept. of City Planning. 
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Dick distributes draft alternative vision.  Discusses process and desire for plan with high amenities and high review process based on current population counts.  Says existing zoning permits 8 million people by right.  Plan needs monitoring, with areas carved out for parks, overlay districts.  Eric asks if Virgil Ave. is included – Doug says area within Hollywood Community Plan will be.     

David moves to present to Board.  Armen seconds.  Support of Planning committee.  

e.  (Planning agenda item d) Discussion and possible recommendation regarding alleged fraud by City Mortgage Corp. in foreclosing on properties for 3 months of non-payment when the property owners were instructed by City Mortgage not to make payments during that period.        

Doug explains problems of neighbor attempting to modify his mortgage, told to not pay for 3 months and then given eviction notice.  Lee Ruben says have to pay debts, don’t listen to banks.  Jacques says it’s a trick.  Lee says there’s always a redemption period with a penalty.  

7.
Old Business: Police Commission, Gang 101.  Remove Julia and replace with new member.    

8.
New Business:  None.    

Adjourn – 10:26

Public Safety Committee 

Minutes of Thursday, March 8, 2012

Location:  5030 Santa Monica Blvd.

AGENDA ITEMS:

1.  
Welcome and introductions: Meeting begins at 7:17 PM.  Agenda contains incorrect date of meeting, so no voting possible per Brown Act.

Safety Committee members in attendance:  



Craig Cox

Eric Moore






J.D. Brown

Doug Haines

Leon Jost

Neighbors present: David Chamberlain, among two others.

2.
Police Update:  Officers present:  SLO Lenning Davis, NE and SLO Al Abalone, NE. 

Officer Davis discusses burglaries from motor vehicles on Vermont; robberies on Vermont usually 7 – 8 PM where assailants simulate knife or gun, especially near Fountain Ave.   Craig says similar robbery near Home Depot.  Officer Davis presents info on new campaign for public awareness of vehicle robberies, called Hide it, Lock it, Lose it.  Eric asks about process for shutting down alcohol establishments; Davis responds that vice unit looks for complaints and objections.  Need facts of opposition.

Officer Davis gives update on Alexandria apartments – improved conditions with recent evictions and restraining order.  Update on murder on Santa Monica Blvd. at Edgemont, looking into surveillance recording of incident.  Davis says a wannabe gang is now in 1200 block of New Hampshire, called Pimps and Hoods.  Doug asks about pot bus owned by Amsterdam Mart pot clinic.  Eric says Rampart going into some pot clinics.  Craig says LA Organics shut down, was at 5421Santa Monica Blvd.  Discussion of recent murder conviction of LAPD art theft detective who formerly worked NE.  Doug asks if her position is open; told only for volunteer.

3.
CD13 Update:  No one present, as usual.

4.
Public Comment:  David Chamberlain says 1202 N. Normandie Ave. is vacant and for sale, was a half-way house for 20 years.  Says owner moved when had accident and leg amputated.

5.
Approval of minutes from previous meeting:  Craig moves, J.D. 2nds, unanimous.

6.
Action items:


a. Update regarding over-height fence enforcement moratorium.  Doug discusses background.  Says there is no moratorium.  A resident of Normandie Ave. states that people slept on his porch even with his tall fence, stole his bicycle during the day.  Doug says to check Building and Safety web site to see if a complaint has been filed, take down fence if so, take down address if not.   
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b.  Discussion and possible action regarding continued complaints of illegal drug activities and prostitution associated with 1266 N. Serrano Ave.  Doug relates that problem tenant continues to cause trouble for neighborhood.  Suggestion to contact City Attorney Tamara Galtazan.  Doug says will do so. 

c.  Continued discussion and possible action regarding illegal marijuana clinics/dispensaries and their proliferation, including conflicting court of appeal decisions on a city’s ability to ban or regulate medical marijuana operations.  Discussion of situation, Eric says will contact coalition of neighborhood councils; Doug to contact Hollywood United Neighborhood Council.  No vote.  


d.  Discussion and possible action regarding Public Safety Committee potentially drafting recommended guideline for standards for alcohol CUP requests.   Eric discusses recent experience at city hearing for CUP for Dara Thai restaurant.  Doug relates proper process for expressing committee concerns without countering vote of Board. 


Discussion of committee position on alcohol CUP conditions. Agreement that a license for off-site consumption have no single can or high alcohol content sales; no hours later than midnight; no sales from gas stations; and NC opposition to any more retail stores.  For restaurants, hours of 4PM to Midnight, no Type 48 licenses, security, preferable armed, no alcohol sales without a food order, and parking at the rate of 4 spaces per 1,000 sq. ft. of floor area.  Preference for parking lot to be on same side of the street as the business, and valet at a low cost.  


e. Discussion and possible action regarding removal of committee member Julia Griswold, due to her budding acting career conflicting with meeting times.   Doug moves, Craig 2nds, Unanimous.    


f.  Discussion and possible action regarding nomination and approval of replacement member of Safety Committee.  Leon moves to table, Craig 2nds.  Eric abstains.  All others approve. 


g.  Discussion and possible action regarding road repair issues on Serrano Ave.  Leon complains about recent road repair work and lack of warning signs.  Craig moves to send letter to Dept of Street Services that notification of roadwork be expanded.  

7.
Old business:  Leon says he met with the director of Children’s Hospital, who is interested in community outreach for health services.                       

8.
New business:  None.                   

Adjourn:  9:02 PM

EAST HOLLYWOOD NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

ALCOHOL CONDITIONS FOR RESTAURANTS 

1.
Alcohol sales are limited to the hours of 4PM to Midnight, 7 days a week.

2.
No Type 48 licenses, and no alcohol sales without a food order.

3.
There shall be no admission charge or cover charge, nor shall there be a requirement to purchase a minimum number of drinks.

4.
The subject alcoholic beverage license shall not be exchanged for a public premise type license, nor shall it be extended to outside promotion activity.

5.
No fixed or portable bar shall be permitted at the location.  A waitress or waiter for table service only shall conduct any alcoholic beverage service.

6.
The premises shall be maintained as a bona fide eating establishment/restaurant with an operational kitchen and shall provide a menu containing an assortment of foods normally offered in such restaurants.  Food service shall be available at all times during normal operating hours.  

7.
The applicant shall install and maintain security cameras and a one-month video library that covers all common areas of the business, high-risk areas, entrances and exits, and adjacent parking lot.  The surveillance recordings shall be made available to the police and neighborhood council upon request.

8.
The applicant shall provide security per the recommendations of the Safety Committee.

9.
There shall be no Adult Entertainment of any type.

10.
No dancing shall be allowed at the location.

11.
No pool or billiard tables may be maintained on the premises, and there shall be no coin-operated games or video machines at any time.

12.
Any graffiti painted or marked upon the premises or on any adjacent area under the control of the applicant shall be removed within 12 hours of being applied.  

13.
The applicant shall be personally responsible for maintaining free of litter and graffiti the area and adjacent areas to the premises over which they have at least partial control.

14.
Any music, sound or noise emitted that is under the control of the applicant shall not violate Section 116.1 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code.  No music is permitted outside the premises.

15.
A Conditional Use Permit for the sale and dispensing of alcoholic beverages shall not exceed a term of five years, after which the operator is required to renew the application.

16.
 There shall be no “Happy Hour.”

17
There shall be no exterior advertising or signs of any type promoting or indicating the availability of alcohol, nor shall there be any interior signage of alcoholic beverages visible to the exterior.  Menus are excepted from this prohibition.

18.
Any future operator or owner for the site must file a new Plan Approval Application or an equivalent to allow the City of Los Angeles to review the mode and character of the usage, and must appear before the neighborhood council for a new approval.

19.
Within six months of the date of the city approval and within six months of hire, all personnel acting in the capacity of a manager of the premises and all personnel who serve alcoholic beverages shall attend a Standardized Training for Alcohol Retailers (STAR) session sponsored by the LAPD.  All employees who serve alcoholic beverages shall attend follow-up STAR classes every 24 months.

20.
A 24-hour “hot line” phone number shall be provided for complaints from the community and shall be: 1) Posted at the entry; 2) Posted at the cashier’s desk; 3) Provided to all businesses and residents within a 500’ radius, and mailed to the neighborhood council.

21.
Trash containers shall be locked at all times.

22.
On-site parking shall be provided at a minimum at the rate of four parking spots per 1,000 sq. ft. of the venue’s floor area.

23.
Electronic age verification devices which can be used to determine the age of any individual attempting to purchase alcoholic beverages shall be installed on the premises.  This device shall be maintained in an operational condition and all employees shall be instructed in their use prior to the sale of any alcoholic beverage.

24.
The rear/side door of the premises shall be equipped on the inside with an automatic locking device and shall be kept closed at all times. This door shall not be used as a means of access by patrons to and from the premises.  Temporary use of this door for delivery does not constitute a violation.  Said door is not to consist solely of a screen or ventilated security door.

EAST HOLLYWOOD NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

ALCOHOL CONDITIONS FOR LIQUOR STORES

The East Hollywood Neighborhood Council opposes any increase in the number of outlets selling alcohol unless the proposed venue is a national retailer utilizing less than 1% of its floor space for alcohol (to be located at the rear of the store), and only if all other conditions stated below are followed .

The East Hollywood Neighborhood Council opposes the continuation of alcohol sales at any existing market where there is a history of disciplinary action by the ABC or LAPD, or where there have been complaints from surrounding residents.  

If an owner of a Type 20 or 21 ABC license is threatened by the California Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control with suspension or revocation of his/her license due to illicit sales/activity at the venue, and the owner instead transfers the license to another party to avoid revocation, the neighborhood council opposes the continued operation of alcohol sales under new ownership at the problematic location.

For applications to continue the sale of alcohol for off-site consumption, the following conditions shall apply:

1. No beer sales in less than 6-pack packages, no wine coolers or wine sold in less than 750 ml containers, no fortified wine (more than 16% alcohol) or malt liquor.  

2. Hours of alcohol sales shall be limited from 8AM to Midnight.

3. No exterior alcohol advertising is permitted, or interior advertising that can be viewed from the store’s exterior.

4. The applicant shall provide security per the recommendations of the Safety Committee.

5. Any graffiti painted or marked upon the premises or on any adjacent area under the control of the applicant shall be removed within 12 hours of being applied.  

6. The applicant shall be personally responsible for maintaining free of litter and graffiti the area and adjacent areas to the premises over which they have at least partial control.

Public Safety Committee

Minutes of Thursday, April 5, 2012 regular and special meetings

Location:  5030 Santa Monica Blvd.

AGENDA ITEMS:

1.  
Welcome and introductions: Meeting begins at 7:17 PM.  Agenda contains incorrect date of meeting, so no voting possible per Brown Act.

Safety Committee members in attendance:  



Craig Cox

Eric Moore






Doug Haines

Leon Jost

Members of public present: David Chamberlain, Seta Panosian, Rhonda Adams, Jamie Sanchez, Greg Tsauanyan.  Representatives for T & J Liquor:  Joe Shammas, owner, Steve Kim and Ariel Gutierrez, consultants.

2.
Police Update:  Officers present:  SLO Lenning Davis, NE. 

Officer Davis says crime improved for month, Grand Theft Autos north of Sunset Blvd. and east of Hillhurst.  Detailed problems at Vons Market on Hillhurst of shoplifters getting into fights.  Devising program for all businesses with surveillance cameras to do a citywide review of what areas of streets are covered.  Intends to expand concept to other divisions.

Eric mentions “brazen” homeless encampments, says health issue.  Davis says difficult battle to move homeless, not illegal to be homeless.  Says working on PATH to relocate homeless who congregate at the traffic triangle of Vermont and Hollywood Blvd.

David Chamberlain asks about endless loop of ticketing homeless and courts immediately releasing them.  Davis says PATH is ultimate solution.  Doug asks about Little Temple Bar being for sale and whether that changes NE’s position on reapplication for CUP; Davis says surprised by sale and will see what happens.  Eric says Matt Ziegler back on job, presents his crime stats.  

3.
CD13 Update:  No one present, as usual.

4.
Public Comment:  None.

5.
Approval of minutes from previous meeting:  Eric moves, Leon. 2nds, unanimous.

Adjourn at 7:50, go into Special Meeting.

3.
Action item


a.  Discussion and possible action regarding a request by the “T & J Liquor Mini Mart” for a Conditional Use Permit for the continued sale and dispensing of a full line of alcoholic beverages for off-site consumption in conjunction with an existing 1,520 sq. ft. market, extending the hours from 8AM to Midnight to 8AM to 2AM.
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Steve Kim, applicant’s representative, makes presentation.  Says owner Joe Shammas deserves extension of hours due to good record.  Clarifies that Perry Kim is not the applicant, as property was in escrow but sale fell through.  License originally approved in 1992.  Mr. Kim says there is no requirement to reapply now, but is doing so voluntarily.  Says costs $10,000 for CUP application.  Doug disputes this figure, actual cost is $7,000.  

Leon asks about additional income from extended hours of alcohol sales.  Told by owner Joe that he estimates will make 15% more.  Doug asks about crime stats for area, says unable to obtain current data from Planning Dept., complains that such info was not included by applicant in package sent to NC.  Applicant’s reps say don’t have that info, Doug responds that he then takes it for granted that there is an existing overconcentration of alcoholic licenses in the Census Tract and that the crime reporting district is above the city average.  Complains to owner that he’s not getting his money worth from his consultants after Mr. Shammas says he’s paying them $13,000.

Eris says Safety committee doesn’t support extended hours.  Steve counters that owner’s record deserves extended hours.  Joe says has had no problems, former navy swab, runs his store like a ship.  Says needs to compete with 7/11 across street that can sell beer and wine to 2 AM.  Craig says 7/11 isn’t clean, had to frequently respond to problems there when he was an LAPD officer.  Rhonda asks if application is for a test period; Craig responds that it’s for 5 years.  

Steve Kim says they’ve engaged council office, explains that he used to work for Councilman Wesson.  Craig and Doug comment on Wesson’s record opposing constituents.   Craig asks owner Joe if he is at his store everyday from 8AM to Midnight; Joe says there 8AM to 6PM five days a week, has a responsible person working afterward, and one day every week he works the night shift to see if there is anything fishy going on.  Leon asks Joe if he lives in community.  Joe says watches live surveillance camera of store while at his home in Northridge.  Rhonda says has been to store, is well maintained, but concerned about patrons causing trouble in area after they purchase alcohol.

Leon asks owner if he would hire security guards.  Joe says won’t hire anyone with a gun, against guns.  Instead would hire one extra employee if hours extended.  Doug asks if concern over guns applies to security guards who are off-duty LAPD officers.  Joe says wouldn’t hire.  Craig asks what Joe would do if he caught an employee selling alcohol to an intoxicated person; Joe says he would fire him.  

David Chamberlain says patrons from Midnight to 2AM are a different dynamic. Jamie Sanchez says he lives in area, can’t tell if people at bus stop in front of store are loiterers or waiting for the bus, asks if the community needs more liquor.  Joe responds that people will just purchase it at other stores, wants to extend hours for his customer’s convenience. Craig responds that police resources go down after Midnight.  

Doug moves to approve CUP extension w/ existing 8AM to Midnight.  Leon 2nds.  Unanimous.  

Adjourn Special Meeting at 8:43, return to Regular Meeting.

6.
Action items:


b. Discussion and possible action regarding issues relating to crime and public nuisances in East Hollywood and Los Feliz area caused by homeless and transients outside and inside businesses and any related theft and robbery.
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Rhonda says she attended meeting of a Los Feliz business organization and there was an expression of similar problems with homelessness and drug use as in East Hollywood.  Says Coldwell Bankers Real Estate office had break-in with much damage.  Business Improvement District head for area complained of problems since criminals given early release from state prisons.  Rhonda says she once lived in a homeless shelter, says lots of mental illness problems.  Eric says will have continued conversation of issue.

c.  Discussion of EHNC Resources Ad-Hoc Committee’s ‘Individual Skills Survey.’  Tabled.                                  


d.  Continued discussion and possible action regarding Public Safety Committee p guideline for desired requirements for businesses requesting approvals of alcohol CUPs.  Doug distributes draft conditions for restaurants, says working on additional conditions and for liquor stores.  Tabled for more revisions.                            


e.  Discussion and possible action regarding adding a new member to the Committee.  Candidates expressing interest are Seta Panosian, Greg Tsauauyan, and Rhonda Adams.                                


Greg says he has nothing to say at meetings because everything already stated.  Lives on Hobart at Sunset Blvd., sees gangs and taggers.  Doug asks what he does when he sees such problems; Greg says he doesn’t call police since someone else in area usually does.                     


Rhonda lives at 1645 N. Alexandria, says she’s recognized in 3 police divisions due to problems at her building, is involved with neighbors.


Seta lived at Hobart and Virginia since 1972, is now more aware and involved in neighborhood.  Wants to be on the committee but thinks Rhonda has more “spark” on wanting to join.  


Leon says Rhonda would add more to the committee by living in an area not currently represented.  Eric says Seta has been in area a long time; Greg brings quietness, says should add all three people.  Doug points out agenda mentions “a” member, not three.  Says part of being on committee is responsibility to prepare reports and participate at hearings.  Craig wants someone who shows up.  


Leon moves to approve Rhonda.  Craig 2nds.  Doug asks if Seta is okay with not joining now; Seta says fine with it.  Unanimous.  


f.  Continued discussion and possible action regarding illegal marijuana clinics/dispensaries and their proliferation, including recent court of appeal conflicting decisions regarding a city’s ability to ban or regulate marijuana sales.                      


Doug says SEIU union now taking pot workers into union, doesn’t know what to do.  Craig says stuck with situation.  Rhonda says there’s a misperception by public that pot is legal.

10.
Old Business:  Alexandria apts.  Rhonda says a 7-year-old was abused by gang-banger father, was relocated because of police presence.  Building is now in REAP.  Security gone, no money is excuse of court-appointed overseer.  People coming back to building who had been evicted.  

11.
New Business:  None.               
Adjourn:  10:02
Planning Entitlement Review Committee

Minutes of Saturday, March 17, 2012

Location:  5030 Santa Monica Blvd.

AGENDA ITEMS:

1.  
Welcome and introductions: Meeting begins at 10:25 AM.  

Planning Committee members in attendance:


Doug Haines

David Bell






Ed Hunt

Armen Makasjian

Dick Platkin

Neighbors present: Seta Panosian, Movses Chuchuyan.  Applicant representatives present:  Steve Albert, architect, Ara Saresyan, consultant.

2.
Public Comment on items not on the Agenda.  Ed Hunt comments of problems within proposed Hollywood Community Plan.  Armen discusses Route 66 task force, need for Pedestrian Orientated District.

3.
Approval of minutes from previous meeting: David moves, Armen seconds.  Unanimous.

4.
Action Items:  


A.
Discussion and possible action regarding revisions to the proposed 5245 Santa Monica Blvd. density bonus mixed-use development immediately adjacent to Kingsley Elementary School at 5241-5247 Santa Monica Blvd. and 5238-5246 Virginia Ave. The lot consists of five parcels; three parcels on Santa Monica Blvd. are zoned C2-1D, with an FAR of 0.5:1.  The Virginia parcels are zoned RD1.5-1XL.  The current zoning allows a 1-story building on half the lot for the parcels on Santa Monica Blvd. and a 10-unit residential bldg. on Virginia Ave. 



The applicant previously proposed a 99,366 sq. ft. mixed-use density project consisting of a five-story, 60-foot-tall building fronting Santa Monica Blvd., and a separate 30-foot-tall residential structure on Virginia Ave.  That proposal consisted of 32,272 sq. ft. of commercial/retail on two levels in the Santa Monica Blvd. building, and 49 units (with 10 units reserved for low income) of residential in both structures totaling 67,091 sq. ft., with parking consisting of 192 spaces in a two-level subterranean garage covering the entire project site.  That project was withdrawn.



The revised project is a 109,825 sq. ft. mixed-use development consisting of 84 residential units (16 units reserved for low income) and 15,550 sq. ft. of commercial use.  The building fronting Santa Monica Blvd. consists of five stories reaching 60 feet in height with 74 apartment units, while the building fronting Virginia Ave. is three stories and contains 10 apartment units and a rooftop pool.  Total parking would be 181 spaces.  



The applicant is seeking: a density bonus allowing F.A.R averaging across the entire site to permit a 600% increase in the C-2 parcels’ Floor Area Ratio (from 0.5 to 3.0); averaging of required open space; averaging of required parking; allowing vehicle access from a commercial 
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zone to a restricted residential zone; a site plan approval; denial of an appeal filed against the project; and certification of the Mitigated Negative Declaration. The Board of the East Hollywood Neighborhood Council will consider this project at its March 19 meeting. (Note: The Council voted unanimously at its 2/ 22/ 2010 meeting in opposition to the original project.  The NC subsequently voted unanimously at its June 20, 2011 meeting to support neighbors’ efforts to seek alternative uses for the parcels). A hearing by the City Planning Commission on the proposed development is tentatively scheduled for April 12 at City Hall.  Applicant:  Petros Taglyan.  



Doug outlines project specifics, explains committee’s review process.  Architect Steve Albert shows revised project design, setback on project’s fifth floor.  Says trying for LEED Gold certification.  Armen speaks of Route 66 and desire to maintain harmonious and homogeneous consistency on boulevard.  Mentions LANI grant and future study.  Says only way to maintain Route 66 is to keep harmonious aspects.  Says project is a “behemoth” that will set standard for other developments.



David says project design is dramatically changed, cites other, poorly designed projects as the problem.  Feels this project pushes the envelope and others will just build junk.  Says community is pushing back against city.  Thinks architect did nice job on redesign of property facing Virginia Ave.  Complains of no open space in neighborhood.  Sees vacant lot and thinks of possible area for park.  Ara responds that it’s private property.  Movses says he had no place to ride his bike when growing up.  



Dick asks if project were to follow underlying LAMC what would be byright.  Told 10 units on Virginia and 75 on Santa Monica Blvd.  Doug answers that the FAR limits the buildable area, that current zoning would actually allow approximately 15 units on the Santa Monica Blvd. parcels.  Calls the density bonus ordinance a ruse.  Says such projects that supercede zoning have significant impacts on parks, schools, infrastructure capacity.  



Ed asks what the distance is from new curb to building.  Steve replies about 10 to 15 feet.  Says will have street trees planted in parkway.  Says rain water will be diverted to planters.  Ed says parking inadequate, greatly reduced by Enterprise Zone standards, mainly concerned about precedent set by the project.  



Doug calls for committee position, outlining consideration is whether project meets findings necessary for approval of Site Plan Review, Density Bonus, and MND:  No committee member believes project meets requirements of LAMC.    



Doug asks representatives to attend Monday’s Board meeting, bring perspective views of project in relation to Kingsley Elementary School and existing businesses on Santa Monica Blvd.

5.
Old Business  - Hollywood Community Plan

6.
New Business 

7.
ADJOURNMENT. 

Planning Entitlement Review Committee

Minutes of Thursday, April 5, 2012

Location:  5500 Hollywood Blvd., 4th Floor CD 13 Field office conference room.

AGENDA ITEMS:

1.  
Welcome and introductions: Meeting begins at 1:07 PM.  

Planning Committee members in attendance:


Doug Haines

David Bell






Ed Hunt

Armen Makasjian

Dick Platkin

Board members present:  Alfredo Hernandez, Sam Kbushyan.  Neighbors present: Fran Reichenbach, Valorie Keegan, Laura Smith, Terri Gerger, George Abrahams, Ann Gagen, Rosemary DeMonte, Jim Geoghan, Pat Macfadden, Ziggy Kruse, Naomi Coran.  CD 13 reps:  Marcel Porras, Eduarado.

2.
Public Comment on items not on the Agenda.  Ziggy asks about recent marathon, lack of notice regarding street closures.  Eduardo says need to readdress notification policies.

3.
Discussion Items Only:  


A.
Discussion regarding the proposed Hollywood Community Plan Update, including, among other topics, the Plan’s proposal to increase or maintain the high-density zoning of residential properties located within 1,500 feet of the 101 Freeway, and the Plan’s proposal to significantly increase by 500% the allowable floor area ratio for properties along historic Route 66 (Subareas 26:1, 26:2, 28, 29, 41:6, 42, 42:2, 44, 44A).  Other elements of the Plan Update may be discussed.

Discussion also of the East Hollywood Neighborhood Council’s strong opposition to the Planning Department’s revised recommendation to modify the boundary of Subarea 9:2.  Approval of the boundary modification would separate the contiguous Serrano Avenue Historic District by maintaining high-density zoning for properties in the 1600 block of Serrano Ave. while downzoning the 1500 block from [Q]R4-2 to RD1.5-VL.  Modification of the originally proposed boundary of Subarea 9:2 would eliminate zoning protections for six historic bungalow courts and apartment buildings listed on the California Register of Historic Places and deemed eligible by the Community Redevelopment Agency for inclusion in the Nation Register.  The Hollywood Community Plan originally proposed to protect these critical resources by downzoning the 1500 to 1600 blocks of North Serrano Avenue from its current zoning of R4-2 to RD1.5-VL. The proposed modification to the boundary came at the request of one developer.


Valerie Keegan asks about TIMD and response times, why public safety not addressed in Plan’s EIR.  Says lack of number of tourists also missing from information, numbers need to be included, cites  figure of 50,000 people per day visiting Hollywood.  
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Fran Reichenbach, President Beachwood Canyon Neighborhood Assn., asks about population baseline, inaccurate population forecasts from SCAG.  Says Plan would create chaos.


Terry of the Dell Homeowners group says she’s here to listen, will arrange separate meeting with CD13.  


George Abrahams, Director Beachwood Canyon NA, speaks of traffic concerns, says no mitigation in Plan.  Cites fact that two planned freeways were never built to ease congestion, so Hollywood streets carry that burden.  Says Plan has numerous legal defects, City needs to confront concerns now.  Says SCAG figures are inaccurate of claims of projected population growth, that existing housing stock is far more than demand.   



Naomi cites aesthetic concerns, ugly new buildings ruin historic neighborhood.  Unpleasant to see when walking through neighborhood.  Rosemary states that she has lived here all of her life, complains of overflow traffic on Franklin Ave., creates traffic parking lot.  Mentions Millennium project proposed near Capitol Records, calls it a monstrosity.  Would ruin viewsheds.  Temp jobs not benefit to community.


Ann says current emergency services are inadequate.  Water mains are frequently breaking.  Says will get worse.  Nothing in Plan to protect residents.  Recites Mayor’s statement that backyards will go.  Says this philosophy placed in Plan from “Get go.   Says opposition letters didn’t lead to remedies.  Says Garcetti needs to confront problems; she opposes a vertical city.


Jim says has lived in Whitley Heights for 27 years, that Hollywood has gotten better, but residents are not being rewarded for their efforts.  Complains of proposed Millennium project, says business people were patting each other on the back when at City hearing.  


Ziggy says the CRA is gone, asks where the money is going.  Asks if the funds will go to infrastructure improvements.  Plan hasn’t addressed such needs.  Asks about Quimby fees and where they will go.  Quotes Garcetti as saying “Small businesses are the lifeblood of communities.”  George interjects that the CRA left a $930 million commitment for the City.  Says Fire Chief needs 80 more stations.  


Ed Hunt speaks on behalf of Melrose Hill.  Says Plan upzones community by 15,281 people, increases Melrose Ave. zoning by 300%, Western Ave. by 200%, Santa Monica Blvd. by 500%.  Told Planning Dept. is using a theoretical model; makes everything by-right, leading to poor quality development.


Alfredo says he supports the Plan, is the sole dissenting voice on the NC.  Loves where Hollywood has gone.  Isn’t a sleepy town.  Says people have options to walk, bike, take subway.  Supports Kevin Keller and Mary Richardson.


Sam says he is a local activist resident, Exc. Director of East Hollywood Chamber of Commerce, grew up in Hollywood.  Says Hollywood has changed for the better.  Against big box retailers,  but neighborhood needs them.  Says community needs to readapt, do telecommuting.  
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David Bell says he has gone to an awful lot of meetings, says has no parks in community, at crisis level of non-open space for kids.  Cites UCLA student analysis.  Says Planning Dept. should have updated the Tarzana area plan first, gotten bugs out before coming to Hollywood.  Should have included parks and infrastructure in EIR from beginning.  Says Plan shouldn’t lead to litigation, that everyone should sit down and discuss it.


Dick cites Plans “shoddy methodology.”  Will fail due to accepting transportation-orientated development.  Won’t work; works in New York City because walkable with pocket parks and neighborhood serving uses.  Says Vancouver, B.C. has changed due to a whole program of public works improvements.  Re-engineered sidewalks, bike paths, other amenities.  Plan’s main statement of overriding considerations will not work.


George mentions proposed Cap Park, says need lots of parks, not just one.  Potential for fire in tunnel.  Doug asks Alfredo to respond.  Alfredo cites benefits of proposed park.  George continues to cite claims of defects.


Doug returns discussion to specific agenda item.  Armen says FAR increase on Santa Monica Blvd. encourages slash and burn approach to destroy little businesses in favor of large developments.  Says Pasadena restored, West Hollywood came back, why can’t Hollywood do same.  Doug goes over agenda issues, Marcel asks how to expedite a pedestrian orientated district for Santa Monica Blvd.  Wants to establish goal.  David asks Marcel where there is a good development to use as an example.  Eduardo says the challenge is undoing “planning atrocities.”  Doug asks about Serrano historic district being undercut by change in proposed zoning by Hollywood Community Housing Corp.  Marcel says HCHC is now a neighbor.  Doug replies that our money made them a neighbor, and they shouldn’t be allowed to take away restrictions on development for historic block. 


B.
Discussion regarding EHNC opposition to the proposed 5245 Santa Monica Blvd. project, a 109,825 sq. ft. mixed-use development consisting of 84 residential units (16 units reserved for low income) and 15,550 sq. ft. of commercial use.  The building fronting Santa Monica Blvd. consists of five stories reaching 60 feet in height with 74 apartment units, while the building fronting Virginia Ave. is three stories and contains 10 apartment units and a rooftop pool.  Total parking would be 181 spaces.  

David asks why lot can’t be a park, says there’s a crisis in neighborhood of nowhere for kids to go. Laura says she noticed a change in NYC when everything was cleaned up.  Dick says Dave has identified weakness of the Plan.

4.
Old Business /New Business 

5.
ADJOURNMENT.   1:49 PM

Proposed NC position regarding applications to sell and dispense alcohol for off-site consumption.

In consideration of the existing undue concentration of retail alcohol establishment within the boundaries of the East Hollywood Neighborhood Council, and the excessive financial and societal costs associated with alcohol abuse, the Board shall place in its by-laws a provision that opposes without exception all applications for new license requests for the sale and dispensing of alcohol for off-site consumption (including but not limited to those applications commonly identified by the California Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control as Type 20 and Type 21 licenses).

Procedure

All applications for alcohol sales for off-site consumption shall be referred to the Public Safety Committee, where the policy of the Board will be explained to either the applicant or the applicant’s representative.  A letter opposing the permit request, co-signed by both the Neighborhood Council President and the Chair of the Public Safety Committee, shall be submitted to the appropriate City and State departments expressing the NC’s position and any further relevant comments regarding the applicant.  The application shall not be further considered outside of committee review.

Applications seeking to renew an existing permit allowing the sale and dispensing of alcohol for off-site consumption shall be considered on a case-by-case basis.  

Proposed amendment to the East Hollywood NC by-laws, adding a new Article to reflect positions of the Board:

ARTICLE XI

POSITIONS OF THE BOARD
Section 1. Alcohol Retail Storefronts.  The Board shall oppose without exception all applications for new license requests for the sale and dispensing of alcohol for off-site consumption (including but not limited to those applications commonly identified by the California Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control as Type 20 and Type 21 licenses).  

The Board’s opposition to such requests is the result of the existing undue concentration of retail alcohol establishments within the boundaries of the East Hollywood Neighborhood Council, and the excessive financial and societal costs associated with alcohol abuse. 

Procedure. All applications for alcohol sales for off-site consumption shall be referred to the Public Safety Committee, where: (1) the policy of the Board will be explained to either the applicant or the applicant’s representative; and (2) a letter opposing the permit request, co-signed by both the Neighborhood Council President and the Chair of the Public Safety Committee, shall be submitted to the appropriate City and State departments expressing the NC’s position and any further relevant comments regarding the applicant.  The application shall not be further considered outside of committee review.

Applications seeking to renew an existing permit allowing the sale and dispensing of alcohol for off-site consumption shall be considered on a case-by-case basis.  

EAST HOLLYWOOD NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

ALCOHOL CONDITIONS FOR RESTAURANTS 

1.
Alcohol sales are limited to the hours of 4PM to Midnight Monday through Friday, and 11AM to Midnight Saturday and Sunday.

2.
No Type 48 licenses, and no alcohol sales without a food order.

3.
There shall be no admission charge or cover charge, nor shall there be a requirement to purchase a minimum number of drinks.

6.
The premises shall be maintained as a bona fide eating establishment/restaurant with an operational kitchen and shall provide a menu containing an assortment of foods normally offered in such restaurants.  Food service shall be available at all times during normal operating hours.  

8.
The applicant shall provide security per the recommendations of the Safety Committee.

12.
Any graffiti painted or marked upon the premises or on any adjacent area under the control of the applicant shall be removed within 12 hours of being applied.  

13.
The applicant shall be personally responsible for maintaining free of litter and graffiti the area and adjacent areas to the premises over which they have at least partial control.

15.
A Conditional Use Permit for the sale and dispensing of alcoholic beverages shall not exceed a term of five years, after which the operator is required to renew the application.

18.
Any future operator or owner for the site must file a new Plan Approval Application or an equivalent to allow the City of Los Angeles to review the mode and character of the usage, and must appear before the neighborhood council for a new approval.

22.
On-site parking shall be provided at a minimum to conform with Los Angeles Municipal Code requirements, and a minimum of four parking spots per 1,000 sq. ft. of the venue’s floor area shall be provided by supplemental lots or by valet parking with a nominal charge.

EAST HOLLYWOOD NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

ALCOHOL CONDITIONS FOR RESTAURANTS 

The Board retains the discretion to override a guideline requirement for a particular application with a 3/4 majority vote.  

1.
Alcohol sales are limited to the hours of 4PM to Midnight Monday through Friday, and 11AM to Midnight Saturday and Sunday.

2.
No Type 48 licenses, and no alcohol sales without a food order.

3.
There shall be no admission charge or cover charge, nor shall there be a requirement to purchase a minimum number of drinks.

4.
The premises shall be maintained as a bona fide eating establishment/restaurant with an operational kitchen and shall provide a menu containing an assortment of foods normally offered in such restaurants.  Food service shall be available at all times during normal operating hours.  

5.
The applicant shall provide security per the recommendations of the Safety Committee.

6.
Any graffiti painted or marked upon the premises or on any adjacent area under the control of the applicant shall be removed within 24 hours of being applied.  

7.
The applicant shall be personally responsible for maintaining free of litter and graffiti the area and adjacent areas to the premises over which they have at least partial control.

8.
A Conditional Use Permit for the sale and dispensing of alcoholic beverages shall not exceed a term of five years, after which the operator is required to renew the application.

9.
Any future operator or owner for the site must file a new Plan Approval Application or an equivalent to allow the City of Los Angeles to review the mode and character of the usage, and must appear before the neighborhood council for a new approval.

10.
On-site parking shall be provided at a minimum to conform with Los Angeles Municipal Code requirements, and a minimum of four parking spots per 1,000 sq. ft. of the venue’s floor area shall be provided by supplemental lots or by valet parking with a nominal charge.

Approved unanimously on August 20, 2012 by the Board of Directors
EAST HOLLYWOOD NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL

COMMUNITY FORUM AND GOVERNING BOARD MEETING AGENDA MINUTES

Monday, August 20, 2012 – 6:30 PM

LOS ANGELES CIT Y COLEGE

FACULTY AND STAFF CENTER

855 North Vermont Avenue, Los Angeles CA  90029
I.  Welcome and Introductions [6:50 pm]


1.  
Opening Remarks/Welcome Address:  David Bell, President.


David welcomes attendees, states meeting will include NC candidate forum.  Board member Alfredo Hernandez states that all candidates were not notified, and forum therefore cannot be held.   David proceeds with opening remarks.


2.
Outreach Committee Report:  Elson Trinidad, Chair Outreach Committee. Elson says doing election outreach.  NC election at Immaculate Heart of Mary Church on Sunday, Sept. 16 from 2 – 8 PM.  1055 N. Alexandria.  David Bell suggests campaigning even if no opponent; Jennifer Moran suggests a candidate forum at Artcycle.
II.  Community Reports



3.
 LAPD Report:  Officer Gina Chovan of Northeast Division and her partner in attendance.  Officer Chovan states that Captain Pratt was to attend Board meeting to present funding request for youth programs, but will have to attend next month due to scheduling conflicts.  Officer Chovan cites increase in robberies in area.  David Bell speaks of incident in his residential alley of two fires of illegally dumped items at 4 AM.  Jennifer Moran questions if the work of a serial arsonist, has seen influx of crime in her area of Madison and Santa Monica Blvd.  Says patrol officers look at her like she’s crazy to walk in area late at night, and should be at home.  David also states that at 3AM someone entered his back yard and stole a bicycle.  Suspect seen by neighbor, identified as black male with shaved head, gang type.   Officers say to be aware of surroundings.  

Shahan Suzmayan asks about murder two months ago at El Capital restaurant. Arrest made, but no further news.  Eric Moore says area is having problems with the Columbian restaurant at Kenmore and Santa Monica.  Mike Clark asks about people throwing trash in their parkway.  
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Officers say to contact Building and Safety and file complaint.  Eric Moore counters that Building and Safety immediately assess a fine, and should try other avenues first.  Shahan says he has a 

problem with drunks passed out on the sidewalk in front of his business on Santa Monica Blvd.  Mentions homeless man who lays out laminated papers.  Officer says Vice unit can deal with habitual drunks and others.


Eric asks about status of Virgil bar.  Officer Chovan says unaware of it, her patrol area to the north.  Shahan asks about Triangle Park homeless.  Chovan says Councilman LaBonge is trying to clean up but no one will assume responsibility.  David asks about liquor stores and new applications.  Officers respond vice usually rejects them.  Attendee “Robert” says he received notice of sexual assaults in the area.  Officer Chovan says a male is going into open windows and touching sleeping females, 3 so far.  May be male Hispanic.  Goes to 2nd floors.  Hasn’t further assaulted victims.  Noel Lingad asks about kids handing out at Myra near King Middle School, says needs crossing guard.


4.  CD 13 Report:  Office of Council President Eric Garcetti, Ryan Carpio
 None.

III.  Community Voices


5.  East Hollywood Neighborhood Council Candidate Forum:  Protest by Alfredo Hernandez.  David shifts candidate comments to Public Comment.         


6.  Public Comment of Non-Agenda Items:  Karreno Charchoghlyan states he is with JP Morgan Chase Bank, member of Hollywood Business Improvement District.  Says bank is starting a program for low-income residents.  Wants to introduce kids to financial issues.

Robert Hernandez with Visionary Youth Center on Santa Monica Blvd. mentions USC Youth Days.  Seeks to be more involved, his program deals with kids ages 10 – 17.  Tutoring for school, takes kids to universities, creates youth leadership.

Shahan Suzmeyan says he wants everyone to vote for him in District 6.  Mike Clark asks what he has done past 2 years.  Responds he’s worked with neighbors regarding problems.  Mike asks if he calls in illegal dumping and graffiti; Shahan responds he does to an extent.  

Doug Haines says he handed out the Planning Department’s walkability questionnaire, and asks everyone to fill it out by meeting’s end.  

Elson Trinidad says has filed for council district 13 race.  16 candidates so far.  Says he started EHNC, gave area name of East Hollywood.  Got started in Echo Park.  Says his fundraisers will emphasize “fun” and will be a very different candidate.  Alfredo says Elson has never lost an election.     [NOTE:  SEE END OF MEETING FOR ROBERT HARRELSON COMMENTS]

Break  [7:40].  Board member Armen Makasjian leaves.
IV.  Meeting of EHNC Governing Board.                   

7.  Call to Order [7:54].  Role Call.  Board members present: David Bell; Eric Moore; Alfredo Hernandez; Doug Haines; Shahan Suzmeyan; Maria Yepremian; Maria Drews; Jennifer Moran; Noel Lingad; Ashley Stracke.  Board members excused:  Jennifer Tell; Ruby Garcia; Craig Cox [wife in intensive care unit]; Sam Kbushyan; Armen Makasjian.
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8.  Approval of July 16, 2012 Governing Board Meeting Minutes and August 2, 2012 Special Meeting Minutes.  July 16 minutes:  Doug Haines notes that vote on item (e) is wrong, that first motion failed. Eric Moore moves, Ashley Stracke seconds.  Approved 8 to 0 with two abstentions:  Alfredo Hernandez, Maria Yepremian.  August 2 minutes:  Eric Moore moves, Ashley Stracke seconds.  Approved 9 to 0 with one abstention:  Alfredo Hernandez.        

9.  Budget Update.  Alfredo Hernandez says he hasn’t had a chance to do the budget.  David Bell says NC has about $7,000 committed for expenditures, with $30,000 left.           

10.  Action Items.           

 a.  Discussion and possible approval of Outreach Committee recommendation to approve up to $700 for outreach at DEFISAL Salvadoran Independence Day Parade, Sunday September 2, 2012, on Santa Monica Blvd. and Santa Monica METRO Station, for inclusion of logo on parade materials, reusable promotional grocery bags, and a booth at the Santa Monica Metro Station.  (Outreach Committee.)  Elson Trinidad says parade is an institution in East Hollywood.  Eric introduces Eric Munoz as organizer of the parade (emunoz21@yahoo.com) and a Tenant Representative candidate for NC.  Jennifer Moran asks if NC can have joint outreach with DEFISAL on ArtCycle.  Oscal Gil, President of DEFISAL, speaks, says it has been held for 30 years, involves all cultures.  Eric Munoz says parade is charged $1,600 to close off 101 Freeway exit, and NC funding would go toward that expense. Shahan Suzmeyan moves to approve up to $700 for event.  Alfredo Hernandez seconds.  Unanimous.

b.  Discussion and possible approval of Outreach Committee recommendation to approve up to $500 for election outreach posters.  (Outreach Committee.)  Eric Moore says NC needs to print posters.  David Bell says should be put out.  Doug Haines asks where they will be placed.  Eric says can be put in windows of businesses.  Jennifer Moran asks for posters to be displayed with ArtCycle posters.  Doug Haines states that Outreach has not presented a budget, that other groups seeking financing are required to prepare a budget, and it is unacceptable for NC to not follow its own rules.  Jennifer Moran moves to approve up to $500 for election outreach posters.  Maria Drews seconds.  David Bell says 100 posters will get 400 votes.  Doug says the statement begs the question of where the posters will be placed.  David responds that Doug is improperly using the term “begs the question.”  Vote:  9 support, one abstention (Doug Haines).                       

c.  Discussion and possible approval of Outreach Committee recommendation to approve up to $1,000 for targeted outreach advertisements online, in local publications, and possible robo calls through the school system.  (Outreach Committee.)  David Bell says NC should translate information to other languages.  Shahan Suzmeyan suggests emphasizing that anyone can vote in NC elections regardless of residency, could be first step to being a U.S. citizen.  David says election is way to become part of government.  Eric moves to approve up to $1,000 for target outreach advertisements.  Maria Drews seconds.  Vote:  9 support, one abstention (Doug Haines, commenting that again there is no budget).                  

d.  Discussion and possible approval of Outreach Committee recommendation to approve up to $500 for Election Outreach materials at the DEFISCAL Salvadoran Independence Day Parade, Sunday September 2, 2012 on Santa Monica Blvd and Santa Monica METRO Station.  Eric Moore says this agenda item was separated from item (a) to isolate issues.  Doug Haines complains that again there is no budget.  Jennifer Moran suggests a mural.  Doug further complains about lack of details.  Jennifer moves to approve up to $500.  Ashley Strake seconds.  Vote:  9 support, one abstention (Doug Haines).                   
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e.  Discussion and possible action regarding Public Safety and Executive Committee recommendation to place in the EHNC by-laws mandatory opposition to any applications for new permits to sell alcohol for off-site consumption.  (Public Safety and Executive Committees.)  Doug Haines distributes proposed language under proposed new by-laws section, “Board Positions,” says genesis of proposal was David Bell’s comment at last Board meeting that he would support a ban on any more liquor stores.  David says proposal is a compromise with Public Safety Committee over alcohol guidelines for restaurants.  Public speaker Francisco Rivera of “CARA” says his organization supports applicants for Type 20, 41 and Type 47 alcohol licenses.  Mentions Armenian applicants at previous NC meeting representing Western Cigarettes.  Says denial of alcohol impacts City Planning Department finances, and affects small businesses needing such income.  David Bell disputes relevancy of Planning Department finances to NC concerns; Eric Moore says he would rather that City not base its finances on receiving money from alcohol permit applications.  Doug Haines mentions history of Western Cigarettes application, opposition by LAPD and owner’s sales of crack pipes.  Francisco responds that everyone in Korea Town can get alcohol licenses, but not in Hollywood.  Says purveyors of alcohol not creating crime.  Mentions MacArthur Park, how vendors are not the problem.  Says denial of alcohol licenses would put people out of business.

David Bell says that his neighborhood could use more restaurants and perhaps some bars, but has a proliferation of existing liquor stores and related problems. Cites lack of need for more.  Jennifer Moran says she lives near Rite Aid, 7/11, where bulk beer and wine is readily available.  Says she’s not an abolitionist, but that any neighborhood with a high concentration of alcohol establishments is not good for area and susceptible residents.  Says it’s like giving bullets to people with guns.  Shahan Suzmeyan says there can be responsible operators, supported Arco Station’s beer and wine permit, asks if a NC ban on single can sales would be an alternative.  Eric Moore responds that it’s not about the operator, that area is saturated with alcohol no matter who sells it.  Maria Yepremian says LAPD’s position is similar to NC, that creating more loopholes is a problem, agrees with ban.  Alfredo Hernandez states that he agrees with a lot that has been said, but position is presumptuous. Don’t know position of new Board.  Doug Haines says new Board can do anything it wants, and existing Board shouldn’t be hindered by concern over it.  Public speaker Rhonda Adams, a member of Public Safety Committee, says banning more alcohol is a shift to positive of what can be done to support businesses so they don’t need alcohol to survive.  Alfredo says this should be a City Council motion, need to go to City.  That Walgreen’s or other big retailers shouldn’t be told no, that they carry alcohol as a convenience and Board should review applications on a case-by-case basis.  Eric responds that such convenience ends up on our lawns.  

Public speaker Oscal Gil says that in his neighborhood he has a bar, all the restaurants are asking for alcohol licenses, saturated with alcohol in two blocks.  Says complains to City but nothing done, problems with parking, people leaving drunk.  Shahan says 10% of people have alcoholism, wants to know why we would punish businesses because of that minority.  Jennifer Moran says she doesn’t want to live in Potterville.  David Bell says his support is compromised by Public Safety Committee wanting to ban more alcohol in restaurants, that negotiations led to current proposal, lots of work went into compromise.  Shahan says didn’t know that part, makes sense.  Doug Haines says that Board can reject any committee proposal, no matter how much effort was involved.  Says that he doesn’t want people to support as a compromise.  Says EHNC census tracts are all filled by allotted number of permits for alcohol, that City will do nothing until 
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NC steps forward to ask for change, that East Hollywood is mired in problems related to alcohol and that if a business is reliant on alcohol to survive then it should fail.  Says he’s sick of dealing with problems with alcohol that never go away as liquor stores are never shut down, only licenses transferred to new owners, that there are 4 ABC inspectors for the 7,000 licenses in LA County, and that he’s tired of daily finding drunks, beer cans, and vomit on sidewalks.  Says East Hollywood will never rise above its decrepit environment unless we take steps to control alcohol sales.  Francisco Rivera says American values are gone, when he first arrived in U.S. there was no discrimination.  

Eric Moore moves to approve motion to place in NC by-laws a ban on further alcohol licenses for off-site consumption.  Jennifer Moore seconds.  Language is as follows:

ARTICLE XI

POSITIONS OF THE BOARD
Section 1. Alcohol Retail Storefronts.  The Board shall oppose without exception all applications for new license requests for the sale and dispensing of alcohol for off-site consumption (including but not limited to those applications commonly identified by the California Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control as Type 20 and Type 21 licenses).  

The Board’s opposition to such requests is the result of the existing undue concentration of retail alcohol establishments within the boundaries of the East Hollywood Neighborhood Council, and the excessive financial and societal costs associated with alcohol abuse. 

Procedure. All applications for alcohol sales for off-site consumption shall be referred to the Public Safety Committee, where: (1) the policy of the Board will be explained to either the applicant or the applicant’s representative; and (2) a letter opposing the permit request, co-signed by both the Neighborhood Council President and the Chair of the Public Safety Committee, shall be submitted to the appropriate City and State departments expressing the NC’s position and any further relevant comments regarding the applicant.  The application shall not be further considered outside of committee review.

Applications seeking to renew an existing permit allowing the sale and dispensing of alcohol for off-site consumption shall be considered on a case-by-case basis.  

Vote: 9 support, one oppose (Alfredo Hernandez).

f.  Discussion and possible action regarding Public Safety and Executive Committee recommendations to approve recommended guidelines for desired requirements for businesses requesting approvals of CUBs.  (Public Safety and executive Committees.)  Doug Haines distributes list of proposed guidelines.  Public speaker Francisco Rivera asks about CUX applications; Doug responds that adult entertainment requires approval by the Police Commission, proposed guidelines are what our NC asks applicants for beyond what City and LAPD would require.  Alfredo Hernandez says proposed guideline for 12-hour graffiti removal is inconsistent with City, should be 24 hours.  Doug responds committees wanted to encourage businesses to be responsible.  Others comment that 24 hours is more reasonable.  Ashley Strake moves to approve with that change, Maria Drews seconds.  Vote:  Unanimous.  Language is as follows:       
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PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

ALCOHOL CONDITIONS FOR RESTAURANTS 

The Board retains the discretion to override a guideline requirement for a particular application with a 3/4 majority vote.  

1.
Alcohol sales are limited to the hours of 4PM to Midnight Monday through Friday, and 11AM to Midnight Saturday and Sunday.

2.
No Type 48 licenses, and no alcohol sales without a food order.

3.
There shall be no admission charge or cover charge, nor shall there be a requirement to purchase a minimum number of drinks.

4.
The premises shall be maintained as a bona fide eating establishment/restaurant with an operational kitchen and shall provide a menu containing an assortment of foods normally offered in such restaurants.  Food service shall be available at all times during normal operating hours.  

5.
The applicant shall provide security per the recommendations of the Safety Committee.

6.
Any graffiti painted or marked upon the premises or on any adjacent area under the control of the applicant shall be removed within 24 hours of being applied.  

7.
The applicant shall be personally responsible for maintaining free of litter and graffiti the area and adjacent areas to the premises over which they have at least partial control.

8.
A Conditional Use Permit for the sale and dispensing of alcoholic beverages shall not exceed a term of five years, after which the operator is required to renew the application.

9.
Any future operator or owner for the site must file a new Plan Approval Application or an equivalent to allow the City of Los Angeles to review the mode and character of the usage, and must appear before the neighborhood council for a new approval.

10.
On-site parking shall be provided at a minimum to conform with Los Angeles Municipal Code requirements, and a minimum of four parking spots per 1,000 sq. ft. of the venue’s floor area shall be provided by supplemental lots or by valet parking with a nominal charge.
g.  Discussion and possible action regarding EHNC Board members and stakeholders participation in the 4th Annual East Hollywood ArtCycle.  (Arts and Culture.)  Jennifer Moran states that she needs a band for the event.  Says no costs for attending, asking people to bring their own chairs.  Will have a small stage.               

11.  Committee Reports:  None                

12.  New/Old Business:  None            

Public Comment: Robert Harrelson, candidate for CD13.  Says excited by race, will return next month, member of Silver Lake Neighborhood Council.  Actually enjoys attending NC meetings.  

V.  Adjournment:  9:20 pm.

Public Safety Committee 

Minutes of Thursday, October 4, 2012

Location:  5030 Santa Monica Blvd.

AGENDA ITEMS:

1.  
Welcome and introductions: Meeting begins at 7:15 PM.  

Safety Committee members in attendance:  



Craig Cox






Eric Moore





J.D. Brown

Doug Haines

Leon Jost






LAPD Officers present: Northeast officer Davis.  

Present: Board members Richard Vaughn, Arasele Torrez.  Public attending include: David Garcia, Elaralo Comstou, Adela Avinago, Jesus Gitabur, Angulo Blanca, Lydia Fey, Ana Vatinr, Maria Mareo, Mr. And Mrs. Gines Vy, Mayo Zenaida, Lorene Palencia, Victor Casillas, Soeono Callejas, Lilian Givon, Teresa Cuellar, Sonia Escobar, Nina Bautista,  Antonia Alpizar, Josefina Hernandez, Seta Panosian, Mary Hernandez, Carolina Lopez, Lydia Vy, Amalia Agiure, Francisco Martin, Martina Aranda.

2.
Police Update:  Officer Davis says big problem with auto break-ins – 10 in last week.  Homeless identified as lead suspects.  Says to call 911 if see someone checking car handles.  Open house at NE station on October 27, Halloween costume contest.  


Eric says Officer Ziegler left message that property crimes continue as biggest problem.  Richard Vaughn asks Officer Davis if specific areas have highest break-ins; Davis says East Hollywood.  Resident says to Davis that daughter in law saw transvestites on Van Ness while walking baby and they slapped baby and hit her with their bags.  Another resident wants to know what they should call Senior Lead for; Davis says for on-going issues.  


Doug asks about marijuana dispensaries and DEA raids.  Davis says raids are independent of LAPD.  Craig says DEA going after dispensaries identified for gross illegal activity.  Doug asks about robbery at Suzy’s Chocolates by homeless man with knife.  No suspects.


3.
CD 13 Update:  None, as usual.    

4.
Public Comment:  Question by resident of HCHC complex about who is responsible for placing trash containers on Santa Monica Blvd. near bus stops.  Doug gives complicated answer that no one is responsible.  Another resident asks if the underground walkway at Normandie Ave. will be closed or cleaned up.  Doug says a jurisdiction and cost issue.  Says can get a trash can for free if someone will take responsibility for it.  No one offers.  Resident suggests weekend cleanup.  Eric schedules for Sunday 8-10 AM
5.
Approval of Minutes:  No minutes produced; Rhonda moved to Texas

10/4/12 Public Safety Committee Minutes
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6.
Action Items.


a.  Discussion and possible action regarding illegal parking of commercial vehicles in the residential zone, at 5238-5246 Virginia Ave.  Discussion on whether to send a letter to the head of LA Dept. of Building and Safety, due to the original citation being suspended by the head of Code Enforcement without cause for a period of six months (until November 1).  Doug gives background information and reads draft letter.  Craig moves to approve sending letter.  J.D. seconds.  Leon in bathroom.  Unanimous.                                


b.  Discussion and possible action regarding neighbor safety and parking complaints/concerns regarding El Cafetal restaurant, 4929 Santa Monica Blvd.   Anna, restaurant owner attends.  Eric says lots of patrons creating nuisance problems for neighborhood, due to no parking.  Anna says owned restaurant since 2009, lived here 14 years, joined with other businesses to seek parking, has tried to rent church lot for valet parking.  Lots of gangs, wants to partner for security.  


Resident asks why Anna doesn’t purchase property next to restaurant; she says they want $20,000 a month.  Another resident says restaurant patrons park on Mariposa, encourages gangs to hang out on Santa Monica Blvd. asking for money or booze at 1:45 AM.  Complaints of beer bottles thrown in neighborhood by intoxicated patrons.  Craig asks about hours of operation; Anna says serves alcohol to 1:30 AM.  Suggestion is made to end liquor sales at Midnight.  Co-owner states that the restaurant doesn’t sell alcohol in bottles, believes litter is from patrons of 7/11.  Resident asks what type of alcohol license is permitted at restaurant; Anna says beer and wine only. Says resident complaining came in earlier seeking manager’s position, making false accusations due to not being hired.  Resident denies such motivation.                        


Resident says issue isn’t restaurant but gangs hanging out.  Doug says can put the matter on next agenda and have LAPD Gang Unit attend.  Craig says everyone needs to call 911 when see gang members until LAPD addresses problem.  Resident says she is an apartment manager on Mariposa and she reports gang members but others don’t.  Craig suggests that having a security patrol at closing time is a deterrent.  Anna says that gangs have asked for money, she lives on Kenmore, afraid to walk home.  Police more responsive now, sees more patrol officers.  Eric promotes Route 66 task force.   No action.               


c.  Continued discussion and possible action regarding alleged extortion of day laborers at the Hollywood Home Depot.  Doug gives update. Craig says there was a shooting prior week, not reported to LAPD.  No victim, on-going problem as day laborers won’t provide testimony, afraid of being attacked. Says take 80% of income.  Three MS members on bikes. Resident says MS extorting street vendors on Santa Monica Blvd.   Doug suggests signage, work with Hollywood Studio District NC.  Moves to suggest to Board funding for 2 signs placed near Day Labor Center on St. Andrews (no figure on agenda so none recommended).  Craig seconds.  Unanimous.                 


d.  Discussion and possible action regarding new and continued interest in EHNC Public Safety Committee members, with intention for nominations for co-chairs, and any others.   Eric says too many white males on committee.  No action.                    

7.
Old Business: Swap meet added conditions; Marijuana unregulated.

8.
New Business:  Leon invited Agnes Topacio to Health Committee.                         

Adjourn:  10:10 PM
Public Safety Committee Joint Meeting with the EHNC Governing Board

Minutes of Thursday, December 6, 2012

Location:  5030 Santa Monica Blvd.

AGENDA ITEMS:

1.  
Welcome and introductions: Safety meeting begins at 7:30 PM.  Board meeting adjourns at 7:22.

Safety Committee members in attendance:  



Craig Cox






Eric Moore





Doug Haines

Leon Jost






LAPD Officers present: Northeast officer Davis.  

Present: Board members Noel Lingad, Richard Vaughn, Tereza Yarimyan, Doug Haines, Craig Cox, Shahan Suzmeyan, Harry Semerdjian, Arasele Torrez, Eric Moore, Alfredo Hernandez.  David Bell arrives at end of meeting, then leaves.  Public attending include: Cheron McAleece,

2.
Police Update:  Officer Davis reports problems with commercial break-ins, particularly Hollywood Blvd.  Eric asks how funding can be increased for police; Davis says proposition on March ballot would help, now on 100% deployment with no special units.  


David Bell says Rick Martino, AKA the Birdman, is back at Cahuenga Library.  Davis says he was formally on Westmoreland, attempted to kill neighbor’s dog.  Doesn’t want to live with others at PATH.  Trying to get encampment declared biohazard.  Tereza says apartment on Alexandria at 1641-45 has pill bottles left in front, Rhonda Adam’s former problem apartment.  


Resident on Heliotrope complains of vagrants coming behind her newly purchased home, asking for drugs.  Says former owner apparently sold drugs, doesn’t want to put bars on windows but worried about security.  Eric suggests alarm system.  Shahan says has bars on all of his home’s windows, never been broken into.  Doug says a friend had bars on windows, thieves merely used a crowbar to pry open bars.  Suggests installing tempered glass with Mylar security film.  

3.
Approval of minutes from previous meetings.  Leon moves, Eric seconds.  Unanimous.

4.
Action Items:  

A.
 Discussion regarding gang extortion of day laborers at Hollywood Home Depot.  Aztec Rising doesn’t attend.  Craig says undercover operation working area.
B.
 Discussion regarding “Gangs 101.”  Tabled.

C.
Discussion and possible action regarding neighborhood complaints of public intoxication in and around 5343 Virginia Ave.  Eric suggests strongly worded letter to owners to fix gate and secure property.  Eric moves, Leon seconds.  Unanimous.

5.
Old Business:  Discussion of outreach for Health Committee.  Doug brings up conditions required for LACC Swap Meet.  New Business:  Eric suggests talking to LACC President about being a better neighbor.  Cheron says friend got head lice at ArcLight; doctor says is common from seats.

Adjournment.  8:20.
EAST HOLLYWOOD NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL

GOVERNING BOARD MEETING AGENDA MINUTES

Monday, December 17, 2012

ARMENIAN YOUTH CENTER

1559 North Kenmore Avenue, Los Angeles  CA  90027
I.  Welcome and introductions [6:48] 

1.  Opening Remarks/Welcome Address David Bell, President                   

David introduces council and expresses dissatisfaction with seating layout.              

II.  Community Reports         


2.  LAPD Report          

No LAPD officer present.  Eric Moore discusses increase in automobile break-ins and home invasion robberies.  David Bell relates recent experience with crazy individual at 2AM and fast police response.                       


3.  CD13 Report Office of Councilmember Eric Garcetti, Christine Jerian
Ms. Jerian states that there is nothing of particular interest to report.  Says her office has ordered additional “Dog Defecation” signs.  Eric Moore raises issue of extortion by gang members of day workers at Hollywood Home Depot.   Christine responds that trees are being removed to eliminate shady areas for people to congregate.  Plans afoot to install cameras monitored by LAPD.  Eric complains that existing surveillance cameras in East Hollywood do not function and are not viewable by LAPD.  Resident says he spoke to the day workers and they are not bothering anyone, so why is our NC harassing people trying to make a living?  David Bell responds that there is a misunderstanding and that the issue involves extortion by the gang MS13, not an effort to prevent people from soliciting work.  Resident Mike Clark asks about trash dumped beneath 101 Freeway overpass at Melrose Ave.  David suggests surveillance operation to catch those dumping.  Doug Haines comments that LAPD is without the resources to do so and will not respond to dumping calls, and that Dept. of Street Services has an investigator but that the City will not prosecute violators due to budgetary restrictions.            

III.  Community Voices          


4.   Public Comment of Non-Agenda Items             

Alex De Ocampo, candidate for CD13.  Says parents are immigrants from Philippines.  Raised by mother with six siblings.  Manages a $200 million fund for the Saban Children’s Hospital and free clinic.  Focus is on jobs.  Only candidate with business experience; LA needs to be business friendly.  Wants residents to feel safe in their community.  As a gay member of community, has been victim of hate crime.  Former member of the Greater Griffith Park NC. 

Sam Kbushyan, candidate for CD13.  Welcomes Alex De Ocampo and John Choi to “his neighborhood.”  Executive Director of a non-profit.  Not financed by Big Money.  Co-founded the East Hollywood Chamber of Commerce.  Has two kids, wife teaches English.  New headquarters is located at Santa Monica Blvd. and Vermont Ave.  Has adopted the 101 Freeway and will help to remove graffiti.           

Emile Mack, candidate for CD13.  Born in Seoul, South Korea and given up for adoption by parents due to inability to raise him.  Adopted by black family in South Central LA.  Attended UCLA, and decided to join LAFD.  Worked in Hollywood, has moved up in department to 2nd in command.  Wrote 20-year strategic LAFD Master Plan.  Go-To Guy for emergencies.  Knows LAPD Chief Beck and will get things done.  Wife grew up in Hollywood.        


5.  Recognition of LA Commons Student Artists.  (Beth Peterson, LA Commons)      

Beth Peterson and her art students present photos of street utility boxes decorated with funds provided by EHNC.  Says that they spoke with patrons of the Farmer’s Market for ideas on what to illustrate.  Ideas were put in sketches and finalized.  On Paint Day, residents watched students as they worked.  Certificates awarded to students by NC President David Bell.               


6.  Introduction to Green Stage Alliance.  (Jorge Luis Rodriguez, Green Stage Alliance).                    

Jorge discusses project to eliminate waste and better environment.                  


7.  Presentation by John Choi, Candidate for City Council District 13.          

Immigrant to USA, began career as a staff worker for LA Councilman Ludlaw.  Managed Department of Public Works.  Wants to restore trust in government, growing LA in a Green way.  Wants CD13 to be the most transit friendly area of LA.  Wants to run Crenshaw rail line up to Hollywood Bowl.  Supports dense housing, wants more affordable and “workforce” housing.  David Bell comments that EH doesn’t have any parks, and it is a “crime against humanity.”          

Break

IV.  Meeting of EHNC Governing Board.           


8.  Call To Order    8:07   No quorum

Present:  David Bell, Tereza Yerimyan (had to leave at 8:06), Eric Moore, Alfredo Hernandez, Marcelo Cabral, Doug Haines, Armen Majaksian (arrives at 8:08), Jennifer Bell, Harry Semerdijian.    

Excused:  Richard Vaughn, Shahan Suzmeyan, Craig Cox, Maria Yepremian, Arasele Torrez.  

Not excused:  Noel Lingad, Robert Adams, Eric Munoz, Scott Campbell.         

9.  Approval of November 19, 2012, Governing Board Meeting Minutes.  No quorum.             


10.  Budget Update (David Bell, President). No update.          


11.  Action Items        


a.  Discussion and possible action regarding resignation of Noel Lingad as EHNC Treasurer and possible replacement (David Bell, President).  No quorum.       


b.  Discussion and possible action regarding issues with current posting locations and possible replacement locations (David Bell, President).  Discussion regarding ice cream vendor parked on Westmoreland every weekday adjacent to Primary School playing the tune “Turkey in the Straw” while spewing diesel fumes.  Suggestion to refer issue to Public Health Committee.  


c.  Discussion and possible action regarding issues with current posting locations and possible replacement locations (David Bell, President).  David explains that current posting locations are not in compliance with the Brown Act unless accessible to public 24-hours a day.  Suggestions to post at Hollywood Community Housing Corporation, AM/PM Mart on Vermont, and Mike Clark’s house.        


d. Discussion and possible action regarding creation of East Hollywood property owner database and portal to report/track problem properties in East Hollywood (Jennifer Moran, Property Owner Representative).  Jennifer explains that a number of properties are not maintained and a solution is to create a way for community members to access ownership information and have NC facilitate a dialog with owners.  Doug Haines states that this is an issue of determining what the Board member’s job descriptions are, and what our individual responsibilities are to our districts in addressing trash, graffiti and derelict properties.  Armen gives example of a derelict lot on Santa Monica Blvd. where he sent the owner two complaint letters before the owner responded and fixed the problem.  Eric Moore suggests creating a brochure for community members explaining access to City resources to contact.        

12.  Committee Reports.  None.       

13.  New/Old Business.  None.      

V.  Adjournment. 8:38 PM       

EAST HOLLYWOOD NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL

GOVERNING BOARD SPECIAL MEETING AGENDA MINUTES

Monday, December 17, 2012

ARMENIAN YOUTH CENTER

1559 North Kenmore Avenue, Los Angeles  CA  90027           

I.
Action Items   Due to lack of quorum, Special Meeting was not convened.


a.  Discussion and possible action approval up to $200 for the purchase of wordpress pro templates to update EHNC website and features to be more streamlined and usable increasing the usability of our web-presence for our stakeholders (IT Committee).  No quorum for discussion.        


b.  Discussion and possible approval of up to $25.00 to purchase updates to the LA Municipal Code used by Planning and Entitlements Review Committee (Doug Haines, Chair, Planning and Entitlements Review Committee).  No quorum for discussion.  

Joint Public Safety Committee and Planning Committee

Minutes of Thursday, January 2, 2013

Location:  5030 Santa Monica Blvd.

AGENDA ITEMS:

1.  
Welcome and introductions: Meeting begins at 7:26 PM.  

Safety Committee members in attendance:  
Planning Committee members in attendance:


Eric Moore




Doug Haines

Doug Haines




David Bell






J.D. Brown




Ed Hunt






Armen Makasjian







PLANNING LACKS QUORUM

Neighbors present: Cheron McAleele, Seta Panosian, Mike Clark, Andrea of GGPNC.  Applicant representative present: Nikola Hlacy, Elizabeth Peterson Group.  Applicant present:  Louie Ryan for Little Temple Bar.

2.  
Public Comment:  David Bell states that 5PM neighbor parties so loud that his walls are shaking, 1100 block of N. Westmoreland.  SLO Davis says LADBS guide is that sound is not intrusive 150’ from property line.  
2a.
Police Update:  Officer present:  SLO Lenning Davis, NE.  

Officer Davis says murder at Russel and Talmage, person from Los Vegas shot.  Car break-ins recurring problem.  Davis states he is being reassigned to Silver Lake, will be replaced by Craig Orange.  Effective Jan. 27, but same phone #.  

David Bell complains that Rick Martinos, aka the Bird Man, has returned.  Complains of an ice crème truck that parks every night at 7PM across from his apartment, spewing diesel exhaust and playing “Turkey in the Straw.”  Andrea mentions that CERT training will be next week.  Cheron raises issue of LACC security not helping surrounding neighborhood.  

2b.
CD13 Update:  No one present, as always.

3.
Approval of Safety minutes from previous meeting:  Cannot be approved; continued.

4.
Action items:

a.  Little Temple Bar/The Virgil.  4519 Santa Monica Blvd.  ZA 2011-807-CUB-CUX-CV.  ENV-2011-808-MND.  Discussion and possible action regarding an application for: 1) a Conditional Use Permit to allow the continued sale and dispensing of a full line of alcoholic beverages for on-site consumption with no required food sales (Type 48 ABC license) in conjunction with an existing 2,799 sq. ft. bar/lounge with hours of operation from 6:00 PM to 2:00 AM daily; 2) an additional Conditional Use Permit to allow public dancing and live entertainment with a 455 sq. ft. dance floor; 3) a Zone Variance to allow  the six (6) required parking spaces to located off-site through a lease in lieu of the required covenant; and 4) approval of the Mitigated Negative Declaration.
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Owner Louie Ryan says owned and operated since Dec. 15, 2003.  No violations since. Says owner of building owned the former venue, the Garage.  CBS Outdoor Advertising owns adjacent property.  Doug asks about efforts to expand onto CBS property; Ryan says in long-term, going in now for reapprovals.  Doug asks about building and venue offered for sale; Ryan says only building, is interested in purchasing, but price too high.  Doug asks about long-term conversion to Type 47 license rather than Type 48; Ryan says those efforts always fail.  Doug says existing Type 47 restaurants are not failing in the area.  

Officer Davis says spoke to Vice unit, which has no disagreements with venue.  Ryan says shut place down for six weeks to “shake” out gangs.  Renamed The Virgil to avoid stigma of former murder behind site.  David asks that security walk neighborhood at 2AM to quiet patrons leaving.  Ed Hunt asks for beautification of bare areas.  

Doug asks that security plan be brought to Board when voting on item, and parking lease agreement.  

Eric moves to approve CUP for continued sales, conditioned on seeing security plan and lease agreement.  J.D. seconds.  Unanimous.  Planning cannot vote due to lack of quorum.

b. Discussion and possible action regarding active status of committee membership, and establishment of procedure for re-nomination of committee members.  Report to be presented to full Board.  J.D. steps down.  David says Planning Committee is important to have rules, rest of committees not that critical.  

Old Business:  Aztec Rising never shows up as promised.

New Business:  Ed Hunt says that a consultant has been hired for the Hollywood Cap Park EIR.

Adjourn:  8:53

Joint Public Safety Committee and Planning Committee

Minutes of Thursday, February 21, 2013

Location:  5030 Santa Monica Blvd.

AGENDA ITEMS:

1.  
Welcome and introductions: Meeting begins at 7:15 PM.  

Safety Committee members in attendance:  
Planning Committee members in attendance:


Eric Moore




Doug Haines

Doug Haines




David Bell






Craig Cox




Ed Hunt






Armen Makasjian







PLANNING LACKS QUORUM

Neighbors present: Cheron McAleele, Seta Panosian, Leeor Mikowski, Lynn of Edgemont, Karo of Alexandria, Marina of Hobart Blvd. Applicant representative present: Lee Raburn, Eva Raburn, Susie and Cookie.  Venue moved to adjacent room due to scheduling conflict with class.

2. LAPD Report:  No representative of LAPD present; Craig says property crimes “through the roof.”  Vehicle thefts and home invasion robberies, gang related.  Says “Cop Summit” will be held March 19 at Assistance League, 7:30 PM.  LAPD attempting 24-hour enforcement of gangs.

Eric says homeless person sleeping on neighbor’s porch every night.  Says woman knocking on doors and says wants to use phone for emergency call, neighbor tell to wait and will call for her, woman leaves.  Complaints also of continued proliferation of pot dispensaries.

Neighbor complaints about homeless people at 101 Freeway overpass on Melrose near Alexandria.  Doug says to contact CHP Homeless Task Force.  Craig points out that there are only two officers on entire task force.  

3.
CD13 Report:  No one attends, as usual.
4.
Public Comment:  Lynn of Edgemont St. says that a male walked into her Church on Santa Monica Blvd. at Alexandria and walked up to priest with gun during mass with blood on his hands and said he had just murdered someone.  Had placed body in dumpster.  

5.
Approval of minutes from previous meetings.  Cannot approve, as Safety Committee lacks quorum of those present January 2, 2013, and Planning lacks quorum.
6.
Action Items:  

A.
 
Hollywood Thai (former Sizzler Restaurant site).  5310 Hollywood Blvd.  ZA 2011-3021-CUB/ENV-2010-3022-CE.  Discussion and possible action regarding an application for a Conditional Use Permit to: 1). Allow the sale and dispensing of a full line of alcoholic beverages for on-site consumption (Type 47 ABC license) in conjunction with a new 4,653 sq. ft. restaurant with hours of operation from 10:00 AM to 4:00 AM daily, and hours of alcohol sales of 10 AM to 2AM, with interior seating for 125 patrons that includes a stand-
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alone bar; 2) An outdoor seating area for 38 patrons on a 1,070 sq. ft. patio; 3) Approval of the City’s conclusion that the proposed restaurant/bar will have no impacts on the surrounding community and is therefore categorically exempt from environmental review.       



Lee Raburn, representative, presents proposal for Ocha Restaurant at former Sizzler site.  Says first Ocha restaurant opened in 1983.  All sell beer and wine.  Entire property will be solar heated.  Says former Sizzler had a beer and wine license since 1986 without problems.  Ocha will not feature live entertainment.  Has withdrawn parking reduction request.  



Doug gives summary of application.  David Bell states that area is a “dead zone” and blighted.  Doug asks how long owner has had site; Lee says 3 years, and since last April as sole owner.  Doug says site therefore blighted because owner has not maintained it.  



Marina of apartment building behind site says too many people will be in the restaurant for owner to control them if open to 4AM.  Says lives in a rent-controlled building with many families who would move due to late-hours noise.  Says her window looks out onto parking lot of site.  Says tenants shouldn’t be uprooted to benefit restaurant owner.  Also mentions lack of parking in area and that subway doesn’t operate at 4AM.  Says patrons will take up street parking.



Ed says 1 car per 500 sq. ft. is 1/4 of normal city requirement.  Other applicants have been located in a plaza where parking lot is surrounded by storefronts, not residential.  Lee says the development is a multi-million dollar investment, that alcohol sales will end at 2AM, and that blighted property is due to a business dispute.  Lee states that he has been trying to get city Planning Dept. to process case for years [Note:  Application is an expedited case with a time limitation for hearing].  



Local resident says whether patrons become drunk or not, car doors slamming at late hours will disrupt sleep, keeps raising point when Lee attempts response.  Lee then says that it’s common knowledge that you know you are winning a debate when the other side keeps interrupting you.  This brings a retort from Eric.  Lee says that he has contacted the building owner and is working out mitigation measures.  Armen asks Lee who he’s been speaking to.  Lee says “Harry.”  Armen then states that his parents own the building, not someone named “Harry,” and that no one has ever contacted them.  Also says that the owner of 1650 N. Hobart Blvd., “Victor,” is upset. 



Craig says that neighborhood council represents people of community.  If not, we shouldn’t be on Board.  Says there isn’t one place in Hollywood that wouldn’t encounter problems if it served alcohol.  Says Supper Club downtown gets 60 – 70 drunk person arrests every night, and that LAPD has tried to shut it down for 3 years.  Says if Ocha owners were so responsible, they wouldn’t have allowed the site to look so bad.  Cookie says will clean up.



Lee gets up to leave and says no point in further discussion, that committee members wont consider any fair hearing of applicant.  Doug says to sit down, answer questions he has.  Reads Board’s list of conditions.  Craig says security should be provided for neighbors and patrons.  Eric says need to find solutions.  Leeor says economic benefits are important.  Ed asks if project is a tear down or remodel –answer is remodel.  Asks for landscape plan.  
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Ed says project is an elegant restaurant.  Required landscape buffer from parking lot and residential property, and 1 tree for every 4 parking spaces.  Marina says other businesses go out of business in area, this will be same.  Cookie disagrees, says will flourish.  



Committee reaches consensus:  1 guard in parking lot 6PM to closing.  11:30PM last call on weekdays; 1:30AM last call on weekends.  Hours of alcohol sales: 11AM to 11:30PM Sunday to Thursday; Friday and Saturday 11AM to 1:30 AM.  Delivery trucks restricted to 8AM to 5PM.  Owner to provide a landscape plan.  All graffiti to be removed immediately from site and weeds cut back.  Eric moves, Craig seconds.  Unanimous.

B.

Discussion and possible action regarding a request for funding of up to $500 (to be provided in conjunction with other Hollywood Neighborhood Councils and community associations) to hire an independent traffic consultant to review the traffic study for the Millennium Hollywood project, an approximately 1.2 million sq. ft. development proposed adjacent to the Capitol Records tower at Vine St. and Argyle Ave.  The proposed project would consist of: two residential towers of approximately 50 to 55 stories each and 492 to 897 residential units; a 200-room hotel; approx. 330,000 sq. ft. of office space; 43,000 sq. ft. of restaurant space; 15,000 sq. ft. of retail; and a 35,000 sq. ft. fitness center.  (This action does not take a position either in support or opposition to the project).        



Doug explains request.  Eric moves up to $500, Craig seconds.  Unanimous.


C.
Discussion and possible action regarding EHNC comments to the Draft Environmental Impact Report for the 2010 Bicycle Plan (Report to be submitted by NC Board member Shahan Suzmeyan).          



Doug reads Shahan’s report.  Ed asks if curbs will be moved on Virgil Ave.  Cheron asks where’s benefit -- if bike lanes will reduce traffic, why short segments instead of long segments?  Doug moves to recommend that Board send letter to EIR with concerns, Eric seconds.  Unanimous.  


D.
Discussion and possible action regarding EHNC partnering with the Los Angeles City Department of Recreation and Parks to maintain a future pocket park at 5401 La Mirada Ave.  



Eric makes recommendation to send to Board.  Craig says LAPD doesn’t want any park.  Says Covenant House kids now go to Lexington pocket park to smoke dope every morning.  Doug says park going in, already funded.  Eric moves, Craig seconds.  Unanimous.  


E.
Discussion and possible action regarding public requests for nuisance abatement of: a homeless encampment at 1107 N. Madison Ave.; illegal postings by Rick Martinos regarding a dispute with the LA Dept. of Animal Control; Mr. Martinos’ placement of furniture on the grounds of the Cahuenga Library to promote his dispute with the LA Dept. of Animal Control; and large quantities of bird seed left by Mr. Martinos on the grounds of the Cahuenga Library.  
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Doug says that he invited Rick, but he said he couldn’t leave area because someone might tear down his items.  Says neighbors fully support him.  Eric recommends Board write letter to Department of Building and Safety and Street Services. Craig seconds.  Unanimous.


F.
Discussion and possible action regarding sending a letter to the Serrano Convalescent Home at 5400 Fountain Ave. regarding homeless individuals being permitted to sleep at night on its property, and neighbor complaints of resultant trash and break-ins. 



Eric makes motion to write letter on behalf of committee to supervisor.  Craig seconds.  Unanimous.  


G.
Discussion and possible action regarding liquor stores on Santa Monica Blvd. selling alcoholic beverages to intoxicated patrons and habitual drunks.  Complaints include the Day and Nite Mini Mart, 5101 Santa Monica Blvd., and J & J Market, 5100 Santa Monica Blvd. 



Armen says ABC told him only solution is writing letter.  Armen says will call store owners for his Business meeting.  Refer to Business Committee.  Eric moves to table, Craig seconds.  Unanimous.  


H.
Nomination of Ms. Seta Panosian and Ms. Cheron McAleele as members of the Public Safety Committee.



Eric moves for both candidates, Craig seconds.  Unanimous.  


7.
Old Business: Gang extortion of Home Depot day laborers.  Eric says CD13 candidate Josh Post knows an executive at Home Depot.  Ed gives update on Cap Park project.  
8.
New Business.  Removal of bus benches.  

 9.
ADJOURNMENT.  9:35.
Public Safety Committee 

Minutes of Thursday, April 4, 2013

Location:  5030 Santa Monica Blvd.

AGENDA ITEMS:

1.  
Welcome and introductions: Meeting begins at 7:22 PM.  

Safety Committee members in attendance:  



Craig Cox






Eric Moore





Doug Haines

Leon Jost


Seta Panosian

Cheron McAleece





LAPD Officers present: None.  

Present: Board member Armen Makasjian, HSDNC Chair Steve Whiddon.  Public attending include: Cindy DuHaine, Lyn Pacificar, David Chamberlain, Mike Clark, Anthony Flores of Immaculate Heart of Mary Church, Walter of Normandie Ave.

2.
Police Update:  Mike Clark says Officer Ziegler of Rampart Division is getting bank that repossessed property at 714 N. Kenmore to board it up.  

3.
CD 13 Update:  None, as usual.    

4.
Public Comment:  Anthony of Immaculate Heart says church will have an event April 21 to raise funds.  Steve Whiddon, Chair of the Hollywood Studio District Neighborhood Council states that our NC has similar safety issues and wishes to join his NC on new committee.  Cindy DuHaine says she runs her neighborhood watch and believes that working together will enhance area.  Doug comments that joint efforts will enhance awareness of NCs in area.  
5.
Approval of Minutes:  Craig moves, Eric seconds.  Unanimous.  

6.
Action Items.

a. Discussion and possible action regarding neighborhood complaints of blighted properties at Edgemont St. and Melrose Ave., particularly complaints of trash, graffiti and squatters.  Problems expressed with landlords refusing to maintain blighted property.  Armen says parents owned property behind antique shop and businesses parked on their property.  Owner is David Simanian.  Mike Clark says he put together a petition because graffiti was all across the Melrose lot but has since been cleaned up.  City gave notice to 4401, 4409 Melrose to remove trash; City Attorney working on matter.  Neighbor attending meeting asks why we’re not addressing blight of property at Santa Monica Blvd. and New Hampshire Ave., owned by owner of Gran Burrito across the street.  Doug says will be placed on agenda for next meeting.  Eric moves to write letter of support for Mike Clark’s efforts to get blighted properties on Melrose Ave. cited and cleaned up.  Leon seconds.  Unanimous.
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b. Discussion and possible action regarding a request for up to $500 to purchase supplies for LAPD Hollywood Division’s Youth Mentoring Center.  Discussion of Center’s mission and lack of funds for essential supplies.  Eric moves to support motion to Board requesting up to $500 for Mentoring Center.  Craig seconds.  Unanimous.                      

c. Discussion regarding status and organization of the Public Safety Committee, with possible nomination of new committee chairs.  Eric requests that he be relieved as co-chair.  Cheron agrees to be co-chair, pending approval by Board.  Eric moves.  Leon seconds.  Unanimous.              

d. Discussion regarding March 16 arson fire at 5343 Virginia Ave.  Doug explains carport arson fire at apartment building, incendiary device thrown at 10:45 PM by Hispanic male with baseball cap, joined outside by Hispanic male wearing hoodie.  All caught on surveillance videos.  Suspects are potential beer drunks who congregate on Virginia Ave. and had been previously in argument with victim.   No action.        

e. Discussion regarding single-can beer sales by “Mom and Pop” liquor stores, particularly sales to minors and to intoxicated patrons.  Armen says Business Committee had meeting and invited storeowners of all liquor retailers in area, but only 7-11 on Sunset Blvd., T & J and Bill’s Jr. liquor on Sunset showed up. Cheron says Junior Mart on Santa Monica Blvd. selling “shooters,” i.e. small bottles.  Eric asks about broader issue of homeless and alcoholics. Craig says State is dropping van loads of ex-cons in Hollywood.  Armen says some stores trying to do right thing while others are creating problems, says good are caught up and prosecuted while bad are not.   Consensus to leave to Business Committee.  No action.        

f. Discussion regarding loitering at the intersection of Sunset Blvd. and Normandie Ave.  Armen says he’s gotten a good response from property owners to address problem of homeless and drunks congregating at this location. Craig says homeless woman “Brenda” who slept on sidewalk in front of dialysis center died when taken recently to hospital.  Problem is bus benches, where they loiter, but can’t get them removed without a hearing.  Even if benches are removed, transients loiter on block walls.  No action.    

7.
Old Business: Rick Martino, aka Birdman, update.  Cheron says recent Court of Appeal decision states that protesters may remain on public property.  Eric says never sent letter of complaint about Martinos as approved by Board – Doug says irresponsible to not send letters Board approves.  

8.
New Business.  Leon says Community Health Committee, has had trouble getting people to show up.  

9.
ADJOURNMENT.  9:26.
Public Safety Committee 

Minutes of Thursday, July 11, 2013

Location:  5030 Santa Monica Blvd.

AGENDA ITEMS:

1.  
Welcome and introductions: Meeting begins at 7:17 PM.  

Safety Committee members in attendance:  



Cheron McAleece






Eric Moore





Doug Haines

Leon Jost


LAPD Officers present: Officer Orange, NE.  

Public attending include: Fred Stifner, David Chamberlain. Cameron Brown, Raffi Kassarsian, Eliza Suruchlian, Magdi Gindi, Ariel Gutierrez, Steve Chon, Mike Tcholakian, Lex Chau, Roy Martinez, Tripti Majkimder.   CD 13 rep Arem Taslagyan.

2. Police Update:  Officer Craig Orange, replacing former NE SLO Lennie Davis, states that problematic locations include 1269 N. Vermont, a Section 8 housing unit, with drug, gang and prostitute issues.  Says 13 residents are convicted criminals, have had 11 convictions from 17 arrests.  Officer Orange says break-ins occurring at Normandie Ave. and Sunset Blvd., and restaurant robberies on Hillhurst.  Suspect in robberies is Hispanic on bike, robs at midnight, on bike.  Says also that East Hollywood is busiest area of division for crime.

Cheron asks how to get more police resources devoted to area; officer have city put in more lighting.  Discussion regarding proliferation of homeless, Arem from CD13 says trying to address homeless situation, will have meeting July 19 with CD 4, 9:30 AM.

3.
Public Comment:  
4.
Approval of Minutes:  Agenda not posted in time for Brown Act 72 hours – no votes.  

5.
Action Items.

A. Discussion and possible action requesting intervention by the City Attorney against a nuisance commercial property at 5101 Santa Monica Blvd. at the intersection of Normandie Ave., and discussion regarding the lack of corrective measures by property owner Magdi Gindi.  Complaints over several years that have been expressed by both adjacent residents and on-site business owners include: illegal alcohol sales to minors and inebriated patrons by the Day ‘N’ Nite Market; intoxicated patrons passed out daily on premises and adjacent public sidewalks; homeless/intoxicated persons sleeping on premises every night; persistent gang tagging and lack of graffiti removal; ineffective security, high number of police calls for service and undue burden on LAPD and ABC resources, and decrepit appearance of property.  Owner Magdi Gindi present, and tenants Raffi and wife.  Discussion of homeless persons sleeping on property, public drunkenness, alcohol sales to minors, graffiti on premises.  Request that Officer Orange speak to owner of Day ‘N’ Nite Market, threaten to bring action against owner if continues to sell to drunks and minors.  Lengthy conversation with mall owner and Officer Orange regarding options to clean up premises.  Doug berates owner for not addressing graffiti or maintaining premises.  Says not City’s responsibility to clean up his property, needs to put up “No Trespassing” signage and hire effective security.  Says NC will help draft letter to market owner threatening eviction.    

J &J Liquor Market owner says she received complaint from ABC and LAPD about her sales to minors and drunks, told to clean up or lose license.  Says took training and stopped improper sales.  Says spoke to Day ‘N’ Nite owner, asked that he also stop selling to drunks, but that the owner wouldn’t do so and didn’t care.  
B. LAPD update regarding passage of Measure D on the May 21, 2013 citywide ballot, and LAPD/City Attorney efforts to shut down illegal marijuana dispensaries.    Doug says discussed issue with CD 13 planning deputies earlier in day, told that they had a “ride-along” with LAPD Hollywood Division Commanding Officer Captain Girmala, and that CD 13 felt she considered dispensaries a low priority.   Doug said had invited LAPD narcotics officer to attend, but didn’t return call.  Tabled for further discussion.                 

C. Discussion and possible action regarding a request by the Carousel Restaurant at 5112 Hollywood Blvd. for a Conditional Use Beverage permit to allow the sale and dispensing for on-site consumption of a full line of alcoholic beverages (ABC Type 47 license), with hours of operation from 11:30 AM – 11:00 PM Sunday to Thursday, and 11:30 AM – 1:00 AM Friday and Saturday [Case No. ZA 2013-1818].  The subject business is a 100-seat, 2,511 sq. ft. existing restaurant in an 18-store strip mall with 31 total parking spaces shared by all businesses.  Two other restaurants occupy the strip mall: Boiling Shrimp Restaurant  (Beer and Wine license), and Dara Thai Restaurant, with 38 seats (full line of alcohol).    Owner Mike Tcholakian says in operation for 28 years, parents original owners, has another restaurant in Glendale.  Says Glendale restaurant has full line of alcohol and live entertainment, belly dancers.  Wants license for Hollywood location to remain competitive with others in strip mall that recently received alcohol licenses (Boiling Shrimp Type 41, Dara Thai Type 47).  Will limit hard liquor to vodka, only sell with food order, now closes at 9:15 to 10:15, depending on groups, wants to sell to 2AM.  Request by committee to have midnight cut-off; owner refuses.  (Rep: Ariel Gutierrez).


Doug asks about parking, as only 31 spaces for entire mall.  Owner says valet will use lot across Hollywood Blvd.  Doug says that the lot already used by other businesses; owner says Dara Thai is a late venue, no conflict with customers.  Leon expresses concerns about impacts on neighborhood, says we have to deal with the problems when owner goes home to Glendale.  Entitlement consultant ways application is expedited; Doug says will try to decide matter prior to any city hearing.         

D. Discussion and possible action regarding a request by applicant Antico Los Angeles – Hollywood LLC for a Conditional Use Beverage permit to allow the sale and dispensing for on-site consumption of beer and wine at a proposed “Desano Pizza Bakery” at 4969 Santa Monica Blvd., at the intersection of Alexandria Ave. Hours of requested operation are 11:30 AM –10:00 PM Sunday to Thursday, and 11:30 – 1:00 AM Friday and Saturday. The proposed operation is a 6,822 sq. ft. restaurant with 149 seats and 10 parking spaces [Case No. ZA 2013-1911].   Introduction by representative of entitlement consultant, Elizabeth Peterson Group.  Says will be upscale pizza restaurant, alcohol sold only in conjunction with food.  Parking limited to 10 spaces due to “change of use” credit issued by Building and Safety.  Doug requests certificate to review, says inadequate parking even for employees, asks why adjacent parking lot controlled by applicant will be for valet parking with charge instead of free since right next to restaurant.  Representative says will look into it.  Discussion of late hours, Doug mentions problems by El Cafetal Restaurant next door with gang members.  Rep says will look into it.  Request for further information at next hearing.  Application on slow track.  

E.
Discussion and possible action regarding Against the Stream/Clean-up of debris, graffiti, etc. along Clinton Street.  Against the Stream would like our input and possible participation in cleaning up this neglected street.  Cheron says will attend Saturday at 9AM, July 28.            

F.  Discussion and possible action regarding Walk-the-Redline Event/Silver Lake Comprehensive Mobility Project C.h.i.M.P., a subcommittee of the Silver Lake Neighborhood Council’s Transportation and Public Works Committee program to improve the walkability from the Vermont/Santa Monica station to Sunset Junction.  Walk to take place Saturday, July 13 at 9am.

G.  Discussion and possible action regarding increased homeless, public drunkenness around Arka Plaza.   Officer Orange says plaza needs “No Trespassing” signs with LAMC code, and that area residents need to contact the NE watch commander and complain about intoxicated persons.  Says callers need to request “cite and search,” ask for record of response to calls, say want to go to City Attorney.  Get patrol officers to follow “mission sheet,” checking off address on sheet each patrol.      


Eliza asks about people urinating in plazas in public view.  Officer Orange says police and city attorney no longer file citations and charges, no resources to follow up.   Leon says can contact school police near school facilities.      

H.  Discussion and possible action regarding constant low-flying helicopters.  Cheron says helicopters circling every night, looks at crime stats and sees no reports of arrests.  Asks if copter pilots are joyriding.  Officer Orange says have limited patrol resources, requested copter to circle overhead and use heat-seeking device to determine if people are hiding.          

I.  Discussion and possible action regarding Winnebago parked around the neighborhood with people living in it full time.  Possible preferential or permitted parking? Doug introduces issue of man, “David,” living in large Winnebago, currently parked in 4500 block of Santa Monica Blvd.  Spoke with occupant, says trying to leave, understands neighbor’s concerns, realizes leaking sewage.  Says RV was improperly impounded and cost $1,300 to recover, set him back financially, wants to go downtown where had previously parked 20 years.  Is blind in one eye due to recent accident and cannot drive, needs assistance.  Would not attend meeting but said to give out his phone # to anyone.  Officer Orange says will go over and speak to occupant, an cite for parking.  Doug requests that “David” be given an opportunity to leave, says “David” explained had previous run-in with police resulting in impounding of vehicle.  Officer Orange says will give him a chance to get it together and leave.   

6.
Old Business  Health committee moving forward.  

7.
New Business/ agenda items for future committee meetings.

8.
ADJOURNMENT:  9:55.
Public Safety Committee 

Minutes of Thursday, August 1, 2013

Location:  5030 Santa Monica Blvd.

AGENDA ITEMS:

1.  
Welcome and introductions: Meeting begins at 7:17 PM.  

Safety Committee members in attendance:  



Cheron McAleece






Seta Panosian
    LACK OF QUORUM




Doug Haines

LAPD Officers present: Officer Orange, NE.  

Public attending include: Raffi Kassarsian, Eliza Suruchlian, Magdi Gindi, Shahan Suzmeyan, Jripti Majumder, Mike Clark, Harry of Ardmore Ave.   CD 13 rep Arem Taslagyan.

2.
Police Update:  Officer Craig Orange notes decrease in auto robberies; petty theft has increased.  Assaults down.  Mentions upcoming public meeting with City Councilman Tom La Bonge and People Assisting the Homeless (PATH).  Discusses planned prostitution task force for Vermont/Sunset. 

Cheron asks about increase in gang graffiti; Officer Orange says primarily new “crews” filling in for void left by MS13 gang.  Low priority for NE Division, won’t send a patrol car.  Doug asks how can be made a high priority, says Hollywood Division immediately responds.  Officer Orange says to petition Captain for change in policy.  Discussion of problems at Campus Motel on Santa Monica Blvd.:  drug dealer lives there, white male dealing on Madison Ave.  Officer also discusses problems with 1269 N. Vermont Ave., apartment building occupied by prostitutes.  Mike Clark asks how long prostitutes are held once arrested; Orange says a misdemeanor, cited and released with court date.  Says only people retained in jail are for rape, assault, attempted murder and murder.                   

Discussion of continuing issues with Day ‘N’ Nite mart; Officer Orange says never spoke to owner. 

2a.
CD 13 update: CD 13 rep Arem Taslagyan says a murder occurred at Wilcox and Yucca, illegal recycling center, has been shut down.  Doug asks about illegal mobile recycling trucks.  Arem says will look into it.  Mentions proposed 95-unit homeless residential complex proposed for Western Ave. near Fountain Ave., Doug says never heard anything about such a proposal, asks for further info.  Arem says underpass at Hollywood west of Vermont cleaned up, discusses efforts to move back bus stop at Santa Monica Blvd. and Normandie Ave.  Says will speak with Principal of Ramona Elementary School.    Doug asks about removed speed bumps on Hobart Blvd. between Sunset and Fountain.  
3.
Public Comment:  Eliza asks if high school students can be involved in clean ups.  
4.
Approval of Minutes:  Lack quorum.  

5.
Action Items.  Tabled for lack of quorum.   Meeting Adjourn:  8:37           
Public Safety Committee 

Minutes of Thursday, September 5, 2013

Location:  5030 Santa Monica Blvd.

AGENDA ITEMS:

1.  
Welcome and introductions: Meeting begins at 7:15 PM.  

Safety Committee members in attendance:  



Craig Cox, Cheron McAleece






Seta Panosian




Doug Haines

Eric Moore

Leon Jost

LAPD Officers present: Officers Loyd Chang, Mark Allen, NE.  

Public attending include: Raffi Kassarsian, Rachel Finfer of Elizabeth Peterson Group, Angelo Martirosyan, Sun Yu of HSDNC, Don Durkee of HSDNC.   CD 13 rep Aram Taslagyan.

2.
Police Update:  Arrest of transient at 1269 N. Vermont; robbery at Alexandria and Sunset, suspect arrested; La Mirada Locos gang joining with black gangs.  Increase in primary property crimes, narcotics driven.  Grand theft auto primarily late model Toyotas and Hondas, easy to start with worn key.  NE Division will sell you an auto club for $12.  Prostitution task force on Vermont had two arrests; checking massage parlors.  Says ones on west side are legit; Doug says to get a rub at Blue Moon Thai parlor at 5101 Santa Monica Blvd.


Sun Yu asks about proliferation of marijuana outlets on Western Ave. – Officers state that DEA is enforcing laws.  Doug comments that DEA is no longer shutting down dispensaries, as U.S. Attorney will not prosecute.  Says no enforcement in East Hollywood, Measure D not being implemented.  

2a.
CD 13 update: CD 13 rep Aram Taslagyan cites new ordinance enacted by City Council for murals, CD-13 requests additional language to require all murals be coated to shed graffiti.  Discussed transient issue at Melrose Ave. Freeway underpass with office of Assemblyman Mike Gatto.  LAPD will not enter property, as unsafe.  Trash bins coming to East Hollywood – similar to bins near City Hall.  Doug asks who will empty them and how often.  
3.
Public Comment: Raffi asks status of moving bus stop on Santa Monica Blvd. in front of his shop at Normandie Ave.  Aram says trying to get a letter from new principal at Ramona Elementary School supporting move.  Seta says she is trying to set up a meeting with Mitch O’Farrell, asks Aram to facilitate it.  Aram says Mitch is available for meetings on Thursdays.      


Sun Yu and Don Durkee of the Hollywood Studio District Neighborhood Council raise issues concerning the proposed Step Up on Western residential facility for chronically mentally ill and medically non-compliant homeless, to be located at 1011 N. Western Ave.  Craig states that he has been told that the facility would consist of 95 double-occupancy units.  Doug raises issue of PATH facility on Fernwood Ave., stating that conditions for approval by City have not been followed, and expects the same at any other facilities.  
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4.
Approval of Minutes:  Leon moves, Cheron seconds.  Unanimous.  

5.
Action Items:           


A.
Discussion and possible action regarding working with Councilman O’Farrell’s office for monthly clean-ups of troublesome neighborhoods and/or streets, the “Adopt-a-Trash-Can” plan for businesses along the major EH corridors and possible participation by local schools as interns to assist in organizing the clean-ups and to get neighborhood youth involved in their community and local government.  We will discuss the actual mechanics of such an endeavor.    Suggestion of a clean-up every Monday by volunteers from Against the Stream, and Immigrants Charitable Foundation.  No one from these groups in attendance.                 

B.
Discussion and possible action regarding a request by applicant Antico Los Angeles – Hollywood LLC for a Conditional Use Beverage permit to allow the sale and dispensing for on-site consumption of beer and wine at a proposed “Desano Pizza Bakery” at 4969 Santa Monica Blvd., at the intersection of Alexandria Ave. Hours of requested operation are 11:30 AM –10:00 PM Sunday to Thursday, and 11:30 – 1:00 AM Friday and Saturday. The proposed operation is a 6,822 sq. ft. restaurant with 149 seats and 10 parking spaces [Case No. ZA 2013-1911.  Rachel of the Elizabeth Peterson Group introduces the proposed venue, says alcohol will be single beer bottles, no pitches.  Parking valet will be “optional,” charge of $3 - $5.  Says Nashville location generates on 5% of revenue from alcohol sales.  Menu will be fancy pizza, more gourmet style.  Says will “probably” won’t be open on Sundays.                

Doug compares proposed parking arrangement of 10 free spaces and valet charge for remainder with 48 free parking offered by smaller Shakey’s pizza on Sunset Blvd.  Says patrons will not know that free parking is available, since valet parking will be at entrance to restaurant while free parking is located in back, at employee entrance.  Cheron says disingenuous to say some parking spots will be free when valets are at front.  Request for parking attendant, not valet, be on site.  Rachel says too expensive; Doug points out that all other CUB applicants provide attendant, free parking.  Rachel says parking lot will not be striped, says would cost $50,000 for 50 spaces.  Doug says that figure is ridiculous, should cost far less than $100 to stripe a parking space.  Doug asks when “last call” will be; Rachel says doesn’t know.  Doug asks if alcohol can be limited to being in conjunction with food sales; Rachel will ask applicant.  Craig says wants to see alcohol sales end at midnight on weekends.  

Leon states that if only 5% of revenue is from alcohol, then how important is it to offer beer and wine.  Doug says East Hollywood restaurant will have much higher alcohol sales.  Leon says neighbors will have to deal with problems, not applicant.      

Doug points out that location is across from Immaculate Heart of Mary K-8 School, and one block east of Ramona Elementary School.  Says dangerous to lunchtime alcohol sales, over 1,000 school kids and parents walking in area from 1:30 to 3:00 M-F. Says jog in Alexandria, and traffic light that serves only southern portion of Alexandria, create dangerous situations.  Asks for a “No Right Turn” sign for patrons exiting parking lot on Alexandria.  

Craig requests trained, uniformed security guard on site at all times.  Rachel says applicant met with Eric Garcetti, who supports application.  
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Doug proposes conditioned support as follows: 

· No charge for parking, and have a parking attendant on site;

· Parking lot is to be striped;

· A minimum of one, licensed, trained, uniformed, profession security guard will be on site at all times of operation;

· Alcohol sales will only be in conjunction with a food order;  

· Five year review, with Plan Check within 2 years, with a public hearing; 

· Amend NC guidelines for hours of alcohol sales on M-F to start at 5PM, not 4PM. 

Cheron moves to approve; Seta seconds.  Unanimous.  

C.
Discussion and possible action regarding a request by the Carousel Restaurant at 5112 Hollywood Blvd. for a Conditional Use Beverage permit to allow the sale and dispensing for on-site consumption of a full line of alcoholic beverages (ABC Type 47 license), with hours of operation from 11:30 AM – 11:00 PM Sunday to Thursday, and 11:30 AM – 1:00 AM Friday and Saturday [Case No. ZA 2013-1818].  The subject business is a 100-seat, 2,511 sq. ft. existing restaurant in an 18-store strip mall with 31 total parking spaces shared by all businesses.  Two other restaurants occupy the strip mall: Boiling Shrimp Restaurant  (Beer and Wine license), and Dara Thai Restaurant, with 38 seats (full line of alcohol).  Applicant not present.  Tabled.     

D.
Discussion and Update regarding Serrano Convalescent Home at 5400 Fountain Ave. regarding homeless individual being permitted to sleep at night on its property, and neighbor complaints of resultant trash and break ins.  Doug explains NC correspondence with California Dept. of Public Health, matter referred to LA County Dept. of Public Health.  Doug says inspector visited site during daytime hours, not nighttime hours, that he sent County photos of the homeless person and discussed problem by telephone with health dept. staff. Says staff at Convalescent home lied to County, didn’t contact police as promised.  Doug says had Craig deal with issue, force transient out.  Doug rants over  why everything is so difficult to get addressed in LA, took over a year. 

6.
Old Business  Health committee in disarray.  

7.
New Business/ agenda items for future committee meetings.

8.
ADJOURNMENT:  9:30.
Public Safety Committee 

Minutes of Thursday, October 3, 2013

Location:  5030 Santa Monica Blvd.

AGENDA ITEMS:

1.  
Welcome and introductions: Meeting begins at 7:15 PM.  

Safety Committee members in attendance:  



Craig Cox, Cheron McAleece






Seta Panosian




Doug Haines

LAPD Officers present: Officers Matt Ziegler, Rampart, Homicide Det. John Motto, Rampart, Mark Allen, NE.  

Public attending include: Raffi Kassarsian, Mike Clark, Fred Stifner, Jeff from Kenmore Ave, Ariel Guttierez for Carousel Restaurant, others (no one signed sign-in sheet).   CD 13 rep Aram Taslagyan.

2.
Police Update:  Gang shootings in area on 9/12, 9/19, 10/3.  Same person targeted in two shootings by La Mirada Locos: Former member with Clantoon gang, 25-year old, suspected of being a “snitch,” shot at when at Mobil gas station on Melrose and Vermont.  A westbound police unit spotted suspect with gun, but victim wouldn’t cooperate.  Officer Ziegler asks if NC would support injunction against La Mirada Locos gang, due to lack of support by Silver Lake NC for a ban against gang members in their area.  Committee members express support for injunction.  


SPECIAL MEETING AGENDA: Discussion of murder at Edgemont/Santa Monica.  Altercation began at the El Cafetal Restaurant, victim regular bar patron (the El Cafetal is a Type 41 licensee, beer and wine only).  Victim, known for being belligerent when intoxicated, offended women in bar, who contact gang member friends.  Security separates groups and monitor situation.  Men hang around nearby 7/11 waiting for victim to leave, while security monitored situation.  Sent patron out at 2AM when gang members appear to have left.  Barrage of gunfire after 15 minutes, shooting at Edgemont south of Santa Monica Blvd.  Car had stopped in middle of road, 4 people exit to assist victim, who was being beaten by gang members while crowd watched.  Someone opens fire on good Samaritans who tried to stop victim from being beaten. Victim killed, one other sent to hospital with shot in arm.  El Cafetal surveillance did not record encounter.  Suspects back at restaurant following evening.


Doug mentions CD13 planners need to become more aware of alcohol issues.  Says El Cafetal constant problem for neighbors, who request action.  Doug suggests abatement with revocation of El Cafetal’s alcohol license.  


Cheron discusses problems with prostitutes near Jr. Liquor Market on Santa Monica Blvd.  Fred Stifner asks what happens when he calls non-emergency dispatch – Ziegler says he’s swamped with calls, can’t get to all call locations.  Cheron asks about drunks passing out in area.  Neighbor on Heliotrope says drunks being drinking at 6:30 AM.  Ziegler says liquor outlets’ “bread and butter” is serving drunks.  
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Discussion of problems with alcohol licenses.  Officer Ziegler says Arco Gas station at Vermont and Santa Monica Blvd. has high thefts of shoplifters doing “sweeps” of items into bags and running off.  Says has high incidence of drunks coming from College hotel on Santa Monica Blvd.


Kevin of Kenmore Ave. says block needs more street lights.  Says street has lots of problems, including recent stabbing.  Ziegler says crime down in Rampart division, assaults on officers up.  Says all Hondas and Toyotas from 1987 to 2005 will be stolen.  


Questions to Ziegler about 101 Freeway bridge underpass at Melrose Ave.  Residents says it’s a drug den.  Ziegler says he’s working with Caltrans to fence entire bridge.  Caltrans says not LAPD area, not to go into site without protective clothing due to diseases.  Aram of CD13 says Kevin DeLeon’s office will get involved.  Craig says having heroin problem at Covenant House.  Says more heroin off clients in past week than all 8 years.  Ziegler says all homeless are “AB109” people (prison releases due to court-ordered reductions).  Says all are coming to Hollywood, giving parole officers fake addresses.  

2a.
CD 13 update: CD 13 rep Aram Taslagyan says he’s called NE Vice regarding El Cafetal.  Trying to shut it down.  Craig predicts that their security will be less confrontational, afraid of getting shot.  Craig suggests emergency meeting with owner, tell to employ off-duty LAPD. Ariel says lots of options with beer sales, high alcohol content.  Says ABC can check if 51% of revenue is for food sales.  Suggests Roxy Wiles, enforcement staff with City Planning Dept.  


Aram says working on moving bus stop back to in front of Ramona Elementary School.  Says MTA trying to push the issue off.  Craig asks again about removing bus benches in front of Covenant House.  Fred says a water main burst at Berando, with lots of mud.  
3.
Public Comment: Fred says a water main burst at Berando, with lots of mud.
4.
Approval of Minutes  

5.
Action Items:           


A.
Discussion and possible action regarding working with Councilman O’Farrell’s office for monthly clean-ups of troublesome neighborhoods and/or streets, the “Adopt-a-Trash-Can” plan for businesses along the major EH corridors and possible participation by local schools as interns to assist in organizing the clean-ups and to get neighborhood youth involved in their community and local government.  We will discuss the actual mechanics of such an endeavor.   Bernstein High wants a clean-up for extracurricular credit.  Police Activities League will participate.  Sam Kabushyan will contribute a van.  Cheron suggests Nov. 9 for 1st clean up.  Mike wants an Adopt-a-Basket for LA City College.  Aram says he can arrange.                

B.
Discussion and possible action regarding a request by the Carousel Restaurant at 5112 Hollywood Blvd. for a Conditional Use Beverage permit to allow the sale and dispensing for on-site consumption of a full line of alcoholic beverages (ABC Type 47 license), with hours of operation from 11:30 AM – 11:00 PM Sunday to Thursday, and 11:30 AM – 1:00 AM Friday and Saturday [Case No. ZA 2013-1818].  The subject business is a 100-seat, 2,511 sq. ft. 
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existing restaurant in an 18-store strip mall with 31 total parking spaces shared by all businesses.  Two other restaurants occupy the strip mall: Boiling Shrimp Restaurant  (Beer and Wine license), and Dara Thai Restaurant, with 38 seats (full line of alcohol).  Doug introduces.  Says issues from last committee hearing on the application are:  Request for a full line of alcohol rather than just beer and wine, and hours of operation.  Applicant Mike Tcholakian says wants to serve “Arak” vodka to groups, common in Lebanon with meals.  No mixed-alcohol drinks.  Large party groups of 20-30 people.  Now closes at 11PM, wants to allow groups to remain if necessary.  Craig says wants to limit hours of alcohol sales to midnight.  Applicant says will go for 12:30.  Motion to support deviation from NC hours of sales to allow alcohol sales to 12:30 Friday and Saturday, require security cameras with high-resolution and 2-month backup, 2 Terabytes of storage.  Craig moves, Cheron 2nds.  Unanimous.               

C.
Discussion and possible action regarding Step-Up on Second’s development and operation of a permanent supportive housing project at 1011 N. Western Ave.   Discussion of status of Hollywood Studio District NC’s review of proposal.  Cheron says she volunteers at shelter for homeless women, is supportive of such housing, and that crime spread across area by homeless will be overseen and contained in facility.  Doug says Step Up’s concept is to house homeless without any controls, that operator will not provide security on-site, that people to be housed don’t want to be off street unless they can do as they please.  Doug says police can control criminal behavior when homeless are on street because they must abide by rules, but that Step Up tenants have renter’s rights to their housing, can bring in any visitors, and City Attorney would have to get involved to evict, therefore is much more difficult to control problematic behavior.          

D.  
Discussion and Update regarding development of mixed-use project at 5245 Santa Monica Blvd.  Follow up of letter to City Council from EHNC on March 25, 2012 with Councilman O’Farrell’s office.  Cheron says went through City Council file and found NC comments.  Seta asks why O’Farrell will not meet with her and her neighbors on this matter, since she’s been trying for months to arrange one.  Aram says he discussed matter with staff and was told project already approved and nothing can be done.  Doug recites history of project, says plenty can be done and needs to be done to protect neighbors and Elementary School students from impacts of this massive development.  Aram says will look into issue.

6.
Old Business  Health committee in disarray.  

7.
New Business/ agenda items for future committee meetings.

8.
ADJOURNMENT:  9:30.              

Public Safety Committee 

Minutes of Thursday November 7, 2013

Location:  5030 Santa Monica Blvd.

AGENDA ITEMS:

1.  
Welcome and introductions: Meeting begins at 7:19 PM.  

Safety Committee members in attendance:  



Craig Cox, Cheron McAleece






Seta Panosian, Leon Jost
, Doug Haines

LAPD Officers present: Officer Orange, NE; Officer Montgomery, Hollywood. 

Public attending: Mica and Chris from Hobart Blvd. bungalow court.   Board member attending: Tereza Yarimyan.  CD 13 rep Aram Taslagyan.

2.
Police Update:  Officer Orange says problems with Rollin’ ‘20s johns and transgender prostitutes.  Says all transgender prostitutes are pimped out.  Discusses shooting at 1139 N. Kenmore, of a homeless meth user who owed money to dealer, went to collect recyclables and was shot with 40 caliber semiautomatic -- went to church after shot.  Victim lives in apt. laundry mat, uncooperative.


Large problems with burglary thefts from motor vehicles.  Large influx of homeless near hospitals, with accumulation of refuse.  LAPD trying to do outreach.    La Mirada Locos gang has broken off to 2 factions – blacks from South Central joining for drugs, other Locos members are with Mexican Mafia, whose members don’t like blacks.  NE has stepped up patrols in East Hollywood….

Lots of shoplifting. College Motel had 5 arrests, police have keys to enter at anytime.  Officer Montgomery says homeless provider Step Up on Vine bringing in homeless from all over LA.  Says Hollywood does more homeless outreach for resources than anywhere except downtown.

3.
CD 13 update:  Marijuana dispensary at Melrose and Heliotrope opened, working to close.  Trying to remove bus bench in front of Covenant House.  Street lighting districts in area, including 1100 block Kingsley Dr.  Rampart Division Open House 11/16, 10AM.  11/23 is a Walk with Mitch.  
4.
Approval of Minutes:  Seta moves to approve, Craig seconds.  Unanimous. 

5.
Action Items:           


A.
Discussion and possible action regarding gang and narcotics activity on the 1100 block of North Hobart Blvd. and 5300 block of Lexington Ave.   Officer Montgomery says low number of calls for problematic addresses:  4 calls for the year for 1152 N. Hobart, 2 calls for 1166 N. Hobart, and 7 calls for the year for 5301 Lexington Ave.  Primarily nuisance calls, noise, one battery.  Says there was a stabbing at 1167 N. Hobart prior week, not shooting as stated by manager of building to Doug.  Doug reiterates complaints of neighbors of kids causing problems, tagging neighborhood.  Also complaints of drug dealing by residents of 5322 Lexington Ave. and 5301 Lexington Ave.   Doug says he is surprised neighbors aren’t attending.  
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Residents Mica and Chris speak about problems with kids at 1152 N. Hobart.  Complaint of threats to attack them.  Have called police, who arrive and sit and watch but don’t engage kids, who then return once police gone.  Officer Montgomery says will address lazy officers, known as “slugs.”  Says minors are not placed in detention facility for nuisance behavior; will arrest and release to parents with court date.  

B.
Discussion and possible action regarding gang and narcotics activity on N. Mariposa Ave. between Marathon and Romaine.   Cheron says liquor store is in the middle of this residential block, with gang members hanging out and drunks openly consuming alcohol.  Says will have clean-up in area with CD13.         

C.  
Discussion and possible action regarding City Attorney’s lack of enforcement of Measure D.  Discussion of 3 resolutions: 1). Close illegal pot shops; 2) Ticket and close shops selling “bad pot” with high pesticide counts; 3) Recommend that City Council require pot shops have police permits.  Doug asks what this is all about, since NC already is unanimously on record in support of a ban on dispensaries.  Tereza says came from LA Neighborhood Council Coalition.  Doug asks who would regulate “good” and “bad” pot, where is the funding to come from, how does the proposal differ from the State legislation permitting only marijuana collectives, not storefronts; and how it would work with current Federal narcotics classification of marijuana as a Class 1 narcotic?        

Doug moves to ask the City Council to enforce Measure D, and/or appeal to the U.S. Attorney to allow the DEA to shut down all dispensaries.  Leon seconds.  Unanimous.        

D.  
Discussion and update regarding Step Up on Western, proposed 95-unit permanent housing for mentally ill homeless and mentally ill paroles, at 1011 N. Western Ave.  Doug says no application yet submitted, not a “done deal,” and that the NCs have the responsibility to do proper outreach and demand proper conditions of operation and security for anything that is proposed.  Aram says CD 13 monitoring the situation.  Doug asks if CD13 will consider NC input.  Aram says NC review is part of the process.  Doug asks if CD13 considers NCs part of the process or participants in the process.  Aram has no answer.  No action       

E.
Discussion and possible action regarding continued criminal activity in and around the El Cafetal restaurant; possible meeting with owners. Officer Orange says El Cafetal restaurant at 4929 Santa Monica Blvd. run by MS13.  Person stabbed prior week with box cutter.  Doug asks if El Cafetal’s alcohol license can be revoked, since the owners didn’t renew it as required.  Aram says working on it…No action.      

Items F to I tabled.  Item J. has a scheduled meeting with CD13, Seta Panosian, and neighbors.  

6.
Old Business  None.  

7.
New Business/ agenda items for future committee meetings:  None
8.
ADJOURNMENT:  9:42.              
Public Safety Committee 

Minutes of Thursday December 5, 2013 Special Agenda meeting

Location:  5030 Santa Monica Blvd.
AGENDA ITEMS:

1.  
Welcome and introductions: Meeting begins at 7:20 PM.  

Safety Committee members in attendance:  



Craig Cox, Cheron McAleece






Seta Panosian, Doug Haines

LAPD Officers present: Officer Orange, NE Division; Sgt. Turner & Officer Johnson, Rampart Division.  Board member attending: Jeff Zarrinnam.  Public attending:  Manager of Jr. Market, 4820 Santa Monica Blvd.

2.
Police Update:  Officer Orange speaks of increased transgender prostitution on Vermont, problems with College Motel.  Cheron asks for update on El Cafetal and murder victim – told investigation continues.  Restaurant is now closed.

3.
Public Comment:  None        

4.
Approval of minutes of November 7, 2013:  Seta moves, Craig seconds.  Unanimous.         

5.
Action Items:          


A.  
Discussion and possible action regarding a request for LAPD Rampart Vice Division to investigate increased transient and criminal activity at the Jr. Market, 4820 Santa Monica Blvd.  Sergeant Todd Turner, LAPD Rampart, to attend.   Cheron says there is prostitution activity after midnight in front of market; drunks prevalent at all times.  Sgt. Turner says task force will begin sweep  9AM Friday, with gang and vice units.  Officer Johnson says Rampart has targeted Junior Market owner over period of six months, cited for violations.  Says regular homeless group of 5 – 10 persons congregate daily at store.  Cheron asks about enforcing a single-can beer sales ban, is told that there are 220 ABC licenses in Rampart Division.   Jeff suggests putting labels on bottles and cans to identify where problematic alcoholics are obtaining beer.          


Rampart officers emphasize that shutting down a problem ABC licensee is a two-year review.  Doug asks about community input during review process, says community shut out.   Manager of Jr. Market says doesn’t allow majority of drunks into store, allows only couple to purchase alcohol.  Officer Johnson asks if those two then purchase for others, also asks if employees have STAR training.  Told yes to second question.  Cheron asks manager if he would consider not selling single cans of beer – manager says business would be cut in half.  Doug asks manager if he would consider selling only six-packs if all other liquor stores obeyed the same restriction.  Manager says would consider if ban applied to everyone.          


B.
Discussion and possible action regarding complaints by owner of Los Felix Florist, 1612 N. Western Ave., of excess noise, dust, trash and debris related to adjacent AMCAL construction project at 1600 N. Western Ave.  The properties share an alley easement.                    


Doug explains issue, but florist owner not in attendance.  District 2 representative Cheron says she will visit location and speak to owner this coming weekend.

6 & 7. Old Business/New Business:  None. ADJOURNMENT:  8:40.
Public Safety Committee 

Minutes of Thursday April 3, 2013 Agenda meeting

Location:  5030 Santa Monica Blvd.
AGENDA ITEMS:

1.  
Welcome and introductions: Meeting begins at 7:15 PM.  

Safety Committee members in attendance:  



Cheron McAleece, Eric Moore






Seta Panosian, Doug Haines

LAPD Officer present: Officer Orange, NE.  Board members attending: Shahan Suzmeyan, Jeff Zarrinnam, Arasele Torrez.  Public attending:  Armen Makasjian, Matt Benton.  CD 13 rep: Aram Taslagyan.

2.
Police Update:  Officer Orange says there is a decrease in intoxicated people on public right of way due to sweeps, complaints from business owners and others.  Says need the Jr. Market on Santa Monica Blvd. at Helitrope to stop selling alcohol to drunks.  Same issue with venues on Sunset Blvd. at Normandie.  Met w/new owner of T & J liquor on Sunset.  Armen says Jr. Market owner says was attacked by drunk when the owner refused to sell alcohol to him.         


Matt Benton, resident near Jr. Market, says there were two thefts from houses in area, with naked drunk woman found in his backyard.  Bikes stolen.  Cheron says problematic neighbor is drunk woman, whose boyfriend lives on Heliotrope, frequently argue in public.  


Eric asks how public can confirm that police calls are logged; Officer Orange responds that the Watch Commander should be tallying the calls.  Eric asks about El Cafetal Restaurant; Officer Orange says new owner tried to sell alcohol under old, expired ABC license, was having a Happy Hour, warned by Vice Unit that they would shut down restaurant if continued.  Shahan says doesn’t understand how owner can request a new alcohol license, as has always been a violent location.  Orange says might get provisionary period to operate.  Doug says NC won’t allow it.      

3.
Public Comment:  None        

4.
Approval of minutes of December 5, 2013:  Seta moves, Cheron seconds.  Unanimous.         

5.
Action Items:          


A.  
Discussion and possible action regarding increased transient and criminal activity at the Jr. Market, located at 4820 Santa Monica Blvd.   Officer Orange says need to get Neighborhood Prosecutor involved.  Doug asks Aram if CD13 can arrange meeting between City Attorney and NC.  Doug says market needs to be shut down.  Officer Orange says the threshold is occurrence of a murder or shooting on premises.  Doug replies that community shouldn’t have to meet that high requirement for action.              


B.
Discussion and possible action regarding working with local liquor stores to reduce single-can alcohol sales.  Kerry Morrison from Hollywood Property Owners Alliance to attend.   Kerry Morrison doesn’t show.  Brief conversation of HOLLYWOOD BID efforts to track crime related to alcohol sales, and program to end single-can sales.           
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C.
Discussion and possible action for LAPD enforcement of increase sidewalk street vending on east side of Vermont between Santa Monica and Melrose.  Jeff discusses complaint of no one from Rampart Division enforcing laws against illegal vending.  No one from Rampart in attendance.  Aram says he has spoken with Rampart’s Captain to create a task force to deal with the problem.  Also has spoken to City College officials, but told that the issue is outside of their jurisdiction.  Jeff complains that officers previously walked down sidewalk and observed illegal vending but did nothing to ticket violators.        


D.
Discussion and possible action to vote Shahan Suzmeyan onto the Committee.  Shahan says has extensive experience with licensing group homes.  Doug asks about prior support for alcohol licenses – Shahan says he’s changed his opinion about his support, will take more careful approach to applications.  Seta moves to support, Eric seconds.  Unanimous.       


E.
Discussion and possible action to approve support letter to Jeff Zarrinnam for the Hollywood Route 66 BID.  Proposed letter circulated.  Eric moves to support, Leon seconds.  Unanimous.         

5A.
CD13 Update:  Step Up on Western transition housing is waiting for funding.  Property has been purchased.  Applicant has agreed to 24/7 security.  States that Officer Nony says calls for service to Step Up on Vine are down.  Doug asks about progress on closing Pot Shops.  Officer Orange says all 75 dispensaries in Eagle Rock were shut down with assistance of Dept. of Justice, threatened forfeiture of owner assets.  Doug rails on about nothing being done in Hollywood by CD13 and City Attorney.     

6.
Old Business:  Eric raises issue of park at Street Lighting Yard on Santa Monica Blvd., says time to start.  Jeff says talk of moving Lighting Yard to behind Costco on Los Feliz Blvd.  Further comments about shutting down Jr. Market; Doug suggests everyone file a complaint with Dept. of Building and Safety for all violations.       

6A.
New Business:  Doug suggests meeting with LAPD Hollywood Division Commander, Captain Zarcone at his station.  Aracele says she is attending CPAB meetings at Rampart Division, wants better relations with division and is speaking with officers.        

Adjourn:  9:20.


