
	  

	  

EBYD Questionnaire for  
Democratic Central Committee Candidates 

 
Please limit responses to each question to no more than 200 words. 
 
Name: Nicholas Arzio 
 
City: El Cerrito 
 
AD District:15 
 
Are you a member or honorary member of EBYD? Not sure 
 
Please describe your professional, volunteer, and public service history (profession, clubs, 
organizations, affiliations, etc.)  

• Consultant	  
• Campaign	  manager	  to	  Asm.	  Tony	  Thurmond	  2014	  
• El	  Cerrito	  Democratic	  Club	  

o Former	  Executive	  Vice	  President,	  2015	  
o Bylaws	  committee,	  2015	  
o Minimum	  wage	  committee,	  2015	  
o July	  4th	  booth	  volunteer	  

• Democratic	  Party	  of	  Contra	  Costa	  County	  
o Associate	  member	  since	  2014,	  sustaining	  member	  2016	  
o State	  convention	  proxy	  for	  2015,	  2016	  
o Member	  of	  bbq,	  audit,	  fundraising	  and	  issues	  committees	  2015	  

• El	  Cerrito	  Branch	  NAACP	  (member)	  
o Publicity	  Committee,	  2015	  Nat’l	  Conv.	  Delegate,	  Sgt	  At	  Arms,	  Region	  I	  

• City	  of	  El	  Cerrito	  Crime	  Prevention	  Committee	  (member)	  
o Chair,	  Police	  and	  Community	  Cleanup	  Event	  
o Ohlone	  Greenway	  Commuter	  Safety	  Awareness	  Day	  
o One	  World	  Fourth	  of	  July	  Festival	  Booth	  
o Chair,	  joint	  subcommittee	  to	  research	  a	  BART	  column	  mural	  project	  	  

• Bonilla	  for	  Senate	  2015,	  phone	  bank	  volunteer	  
• Volunteer	  for	  El	  Cerrito	  Green	  Teams,	  Friends	  of	  Baxter	  Creek,	  Friends	  of	  Five	  Creeks	  	  
• El	  Cerrito	  Earth	  Day	  Cleanup	  (volunteer)	  
• El	  Cerrito	  Martin	  Luther	  King	  Day	  (parade	  monitor)	  
• 2013	  El	  Cerrito	  Community	  Center	  Haunted	  House	  	  (Co-‐creator,	  volunteer)	  
• El	  Cerrito	  Charity	  Golf	  Scramble	  (volunteer)	  
• El	  Cerrito	  Pancake	  Breakfast	  (volunteer)	  
• Contra	  Costa	  Civic	  Auditorium	  work	  party	  (volunteer)	  
• First	  Lego	  League	  Trash	  Trek	  Project	  (volunteer	  judge)	  	  
• Bay	  Area	  Rescue	  Mission	  (Thanksgiving	  Dinner	  volunteer)	  

 

1. Identify a moment you stood up for young people in our region. 



	  

	  

I coordinated a “Police and Community Cleanup Event” in which uniformed police 
officers and local youth cleaned a community creek together, with the aim of building 
familiarity and trust. 

I also co-wrote an ECDC resolution calling for an El Cerrito minimum wage.  This would 
benefit many young people in our region.  

2. What are your top three priorities for the Central Committee if you are elected as a delegate? 
First, to help elect Democrats in areas with a strong non-Dem opponent.  Second, to 
promote issues which are central to the Democratic cause.  Third, to help raise money 
to facilitate the priorities above. 

3. If you had to identify one policy goal that you think the state legislature and governor can 
achieve by 2020, what is it and how can our region and regional party help? 
To offer incentives for the creation of new jobs near BART stations in the east bay 
which have a high potential for new housing.  This would allow more people to bike, 
walk or BART in reverse-commute direction to work.  These options result in little or no 
additional carbon output, and help relieve the strain on BART’s  capacity for in the rush 
hour commute direction. 

4. What does Black Lives Matter mean to you and what lessons can we learn from this 
movement in our region? 
It means that black people’s lives and well-being are as important as that of white 
people and all other people.  People should search deep within themselves to analyze 
their notions and routines to ensure they value all people, but especially black people, 
equitably. 

For the following, please rank your support on a 1-5 scale (1 = strongly oppose, 5 = strongly 
support). You can provide additional optional commentary on the issues if you like. 
 

• Fight for $15 minimum wage: 5 
• Reproductive health care access regardless of income: 5 
• Rent control: 4 I think that rent control is appropriate under the right circumstances, but 

my main thrust is attaining more affordable housing. 
• Affordable housing set asides (e.g. Affordable Housing Mitigation Fee, inclusionary 

housing, etc.): 5 I strongly support inclusionary housing, and believe fees in lieu 
should be as high as possible to create an incentive for inclusionary housing. 

• Sanctuary cities: 5 
• Full LGBT equality: 5 
• Collective bargaining rights for all workers: 5 
• Cannabis legalization: 4 
• Guaranteed paid sick leave: 5 
• Free community college: 5 


