
EBYD Questionnaire for  
Democratic Central Committee Candidates 

 
Please limit responses to each question to no more than 200 words. 
 

Name: __Elizabeth Echols__________________________________________________ 

 

City: ____Berkeley________________________________________________ 

 

AD District: __15_______ 

 

Are you a member or honorary member of EBYD? __Yes___ 

 

Please describe your professional, volunteer, and public service history (profession, clubs, 
organizations, affiliations, etc.) 

 
I have spent most of my career in public service.  Most recently, I was appointed by 
Governor Brown to lead a statewide consumer advocacy organization.  Early in my 
career, I served as an advisor to then Vice President Al Gore on Internet policy.  
Returning back to the Bay Area, I headed the non-profit OpNet Community Ventures 
where we helped create economic opportunity for low-income young women and 
people of color through web programming and web design training.  80% of our 
graduates got good jobs in the tech industry or created their own small businesses.  
I also helped develop after school programs to interest more girls and children of 
color in science and technology.  I later joined Google as Director of Policy because I 
believed in their mission to organize the world’s information and make it accessible 
to everyone.  
 
I subsequently served as Director of the U.S. Green Building Council, Northern 
California Chapter where I worked with labor, environmentalists, industry and state 
leaders to pass legislation that would protect our environment and create green 
jobs.  I later served as President Obama’s Regional Administrator of the U.S. Small 
Business Administration overseeing the western states.  In this role, I focused on 
creating economic opportunity for young people, women, and underserved 
communities through providing access to the resources they need to start their own 
business and create jobs in our communities.  
 
I have been active in the California Democratic Party, the Alameda County 
Democratic Central Committee, and local, state, and federal campaigns for many 
years.  I have been an honorary member and strong supporter of the East Bay 
Young Dems for nearly a decade.  I also have been a proud supporter of the Black 
Young Democrats, East Bay and the Latino Young Democrats of the East Bay.  In 
addition, I was honored to serve as an inaugural member of the East Bay Women’s 
Political Caucus Leadership Circle.  Previously, I served on the Executive Board of 
EBWPC’s caucus predecessor organization, NWPC-AN for more than ten years.  I 
also have served on the boards of the MGO Democratic Club and the Alameda 
County Democratic Lawyers Club.   
 
 



1. Identify a moment you stood up for young people in our region. 

 
I stand up for young people in ways big and small almost every day.  I mentor, 
support, and advocate for young people in both my professional and political life.  As 
a member of the County Central Committee, I have worked successfully to bring 
more young people into the political system by supporting them as candidates and 
by bringing young people into the party as elected members of the Central 
Committee, as well as alternate and associate members.  I am currently mentoring 
two young women from Mills College who are interested in becoming alternates.   
 
As head of the U.S. Small Business Administration for the western states under 
President Obama, I made promoting opportunities for young people one of my top 
priorities.  I made sure that young people had the resources they need to start their 
own businesses and create jobs in our communities.  I helped develop programs 
specifically designed for young people, and spoke at many local universities and 
community colleges to get the word out.  
 
As CEO of OpNet Community Ventures, I also worked to create economic 

opportunity for low income young adults through technology training, with a 

particular emphasis on women and people of color.  The entrepreneurial bent of our 

program also encouraged many of our graduates to form their own successful 

businesses.  In addition, many of OpNet’s graduates went on to make significant 

contributions to their communities.  For instance, one of our graduates taught web 

design at the homeless shelter where she once lived with her three small children.   

 

2. What are your top three priorities for the Central Committee if you are elected as a delegate? 
 

My priorities include:  
 

1) Elect progressive Democrats at all levels of government.  Keep a Democrat in 
the White House, take back Congress, and retain a two-thirds majority in the 
state legislature.   
 

2) Increase participation in the Democratic Party, particularly among youth, 
women, people of color, and the LGBT community.  
 

3) Build a strong two-way partnership between grassroots activists and the 
Democratic Party to create a more fair and just society.   

 
 

3. If you had to identify one policy goal that you think the state legislature and governor can 
achieve by 2020, what is it and how can your region and regional party help? 
 

One of my highest priorities is making a high quality education available for 
everyone starting from pre-school and continuing through K-12 and college.  As part 
of this overall vision, one policy goal that I believe can be achieved by 2020 is free 



community college education in California.  In fact, we should go beyond making 
community college tuition free and provide more financial resources for low income 
and middle class students to help cover living expenses.  We also need to invest in 
educational programs to make sure that students can get access to the courses they 
need to prepare for their chosen profession, graduate, and/or transfer to a four 
years school.  We must provide the support required for all students to achieve their 
educational objectives.  The Alameda County Democratic Party and the California 
Democratic Party can help achieve these goals by developing specific policy 
recommendations through our resolutions process and electing leaders who will 
help carry out these goals.   
 

4. What does Black Lives Matter mean to you and what lessons can we learn from this 
movement in our region? 
 

Black Lives Matter is a call to action to address the systemic racism against black 
people that permeates the system.  Founded in response to the murder of Trayvon 
Martin, Black Lives Matter goes beyond working to address the murders of black 
people by police and vigilantes in its work.  The movement seeks to affirm the 
contributions of black people to society, and their resilience in the face of deadly 
oppression.  The local chapter of Black Lives Matter is a powerful example of 
effective organizing and a reminder that even in one of the most progressive regions 
in the country, racism still pervades our society.   
 
As a member of the Central Committee, I strongly supported our resolution calling 
on the Alameda County District Attorney to drop charges against the Black Lives 
Matter protestors who chained themselves to BART.  Separately, I was proud to 
stand with the Black Young Democrats, East Bay in the candlelight vigil they held 
for Trayvon Martin and other young black men taken from us too soon.   
 

For the following, please rank your support on a 1-5 scale (1 = strongly oppose, 5 = strongly 
support). You can provide additional optional commentary on the issues if you like. 
 

 Fight for $15 minimum wage:    5 
 Reproductive health care access regardless of income:   5 
 Rent control:   5 
 Affordable housing set asides (e.g. Affordable Housing Mitigation Fee, inclusionary 

housing, etc.):   5 
 Sanctuary cities:   5 
 Full LGBT equality:   5 
 Collective bargaining rights for all workers:   5 
 Cannabis legalization:  5 
 Guaranteed paid sick leave:   5 
 Free community college:   5 


