
EBYD Questionnaire for  
Democratic Central Committee Candidates 

 
Please limit responses to each question to no more than 200 words. 
 
Name: _Kate Harrison___________________________________________________ 
 
City: ___Berkeley_________________________________________________ 
 
AD District: _15________ 
 
Are you a member or honorary member of EBYD? ___No______ 
 
Please describe your professional, volunteer, and public service history (profession, clubs, 
organizations, affiliations, etc.) 
 

I bring 32 years of community/political involvement in progressive criminal justice reform and economic, 
land use, and social justice policies.  Recently, I helped found Berkeley Progressive Alliance (BPA), 
advocating for increased affordable housing, open space, and public transportation, co-wrote BPA’s 
housing platform, and organized activists to insist that those who have benefited from the incredible 
economic boom in the Bay Area pay their fair share in community benefits.  As State/National Politics 
Chair for the Wellstone Democratic Renewal Club and Club representative to the ACDCC, I have 
sponsored measures to increase voting rights of ex-felons, increase economic equality, and bring more 
funding for affordable housing. I am a member of EBHO (East Bay Housing Organization) and East Bay 
Citizens’ for Action which works to insure corporations pay their fair share under Proposition 13. I have 
served as a non-profit Board Member of Berkeley Food and Housing Project, providing a safety net and 
transition to permanent housing for those without it in our community, and the San Francisco Mime 
Troupe (art is the way to people’s hearts). I have served on three Berkeley commissions and as a paid 
organizer or volunteer for national, state, and local campaigns, including those of Tony Thurmond, 
Barbara Boxer, Barack Obama and Howard Dean. In this election cycle, I am a member of the Kitchen 
Cabinet for Jesse Arreguin’s mayoral campaign. Professionally, my firm helps states and nations create 
independent and accessible justice systems that guard the rights of the poor, those without lawyers and 
families. As an advisor to San Francisco Mayor Art Agnos and the State of California I wrote and led 
passage of statewide and local legislation. I understand how the mechanics, not just the politics, of 
government works. 

1. Identify a moment you stood up for young people in our region. 
 
Since being a student at U.C. Berkeley and a representative on the ASUC Senate, I have worked on 
renter protections (starting with Berkeley’s original rent control measure -- Measure D and with California 
Rural Legal Assistance on eviction protections), increased affordable housing, and increasing the 
minimum wage, all of which have a direct impact on the economic lives of young people and allow them 
to stay in this region. My work in the courts centers on improving access to and legal representation in 
family and juvenile court, including for foster youth who are often left at age 18 without any resources. I 
mentor many students passionate about working in government and the non-profit sector through my 
consulting firm and as a former member of the Alumni Board of Directors of the Goldman School of Public 
Policy. 
	

2. What are your top three priorities for the Central Committee if you are elected as a 
delegate? 

 
a. Enhanced economic equality through increasing the minimum wage regionally and in the state, instituting 

an oil severance tax, extending Proposition 30’s higher tax rates on high earners, reducing fees and fines 



for traffic and minor infractions which impact poor people disproportionately and working to have 
corporations pay their fair share of property taxes through annual reassessment of business (excluding 
rentals) property. California is the only state with property tax restrictions that treats businesses in the 
same way as homeowners.  

b. Criminal justice reform, including reducing penalties for non-violent offenses, increasing availability of drug 
and mental health treatment, advancing criminal justice realignment (keeping offenders closer to home)n 
and expanding Ban the Box to give former inmates an opportunity to find meaningful work,  

c. Engaging voters and residents by holding office hours and frequent outreach. 
 

3. If you had to identify one policy goal that you think the state legislature and governor can 
achieve by 2020, what is it and how can our region and regional party help? 
 
I believe we can achieve a change in Costa Hawkins, which limited rent control on newer properties and 
led the courts to limit local jurisdictions’ ability to require inclusionary housing. We have a crisis of 
displacement throughout California. Despite their best efforts, cities simply cannot keep up with the rate at 
which tenants are being forced out of their units to make way for those who will pay many, many times 
more than current tenants. The ACDCC should be front and center at bringing this issue to the legislature 
and the Governor’s Office and in crafting solutions that recognize the need to avoid discouraging new 
development (e.g., an exemption from rent control for 10 years from construction, in parallel with 
Berkeley’s proposed increase in the business tax for landlords). 
 
4. What does Black Lives Matter mean to you and what lessons can we learn from this 
movement in our region? 
 
Black Lives Matter alerts us to the continuing blindness to the reality that African-Americans and other 
people of color face every day in this country. Unnecessary and unprovoked police shootings, enhanced 
sanctions for minor crimes, and peaceful BART protesters being charged with a felony by the District 
Attorney are representative of a criminalization of people of color. The movement also represents people 
taking back their own power. I would work with organizers of Black Lives Matter but recognize that I 
personally am not subject to the many forms that racism takes on a daily basis. 

For the following, please rank your support on a 1-5 scale (1 = strongly oppose, 5 = strongly 
support). You can provide additional optional commentary on the issues if you like. 
 

• Fight for $15 minimum wage: 5 
• Reproductive health care access regardless of income: 5 
• Rent control: 5 
• Affordable housing set asides (e.g. Affordable Housing Mitigation Fee, inclusionary 

housing, etc.): 5Sanctuary cities: 5 
• Full LGBT equality: 5  
• Collective bargaining rights for all workers: 5 
• Cannabis legalization: 5 (I completely support this but do not think it is a priority at the 

level of the rest of the issues here) 
• Guaranteed paid sick leave: 5 
• Free community college: 5 


