
WITH THE FESTIVE SEASON UNDERWAY, BE EQUIPPED FOR THE
MOMENT WHEN THE BANTER AROUND THE BBQ SHIFTS TO ENERGY...
HERE ARE THREE COMMON TERRITORIAN ENERGY MYTHS AND FACTS.
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SHOULD THE NT SWITCH TO RENEWABLES WHEN WE HAVE A CHEAP SUPPLY OF GAS?

Holding onto a clunky, highly-centralised, gas-powered grid, is a bit like refusing to upgrade to a
smartphone just because your uncle scored a good deal on some old dial telephones a few years ago.
We are witnessing every other Australian state upgrade to efficient, networked, fast and agile
technology, and the NT only shoots itself in the foot if it tries to cling to outdated tech. Forget the
moral imperative to upgrade to clean energy, there is a strong economic case to be had with NT’s
abundance of solar resources representing an opportunity to revitalise our economy.
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ARE THERE JOBS IN THE RENEWABLE ENERGY INDUSTRY?

A report published by the Environment Centre NT and Beyond Zero Emissions, The 10 Gigawatt
Vision, shows that driving 10 gigawatts of renewables (20 times the current renewable energy target)
could create over 8,000 new jobs and over $2bn in annual new revenue by 2030. It could support local
businesses, lower power prices for residents and mean the kind of cheap, reliable power that remote
communities in the NT have rarely ever experienced with diesel generators.
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IS  RENEWABLE ENERGY RELIABLE?

Territorians will not only generate energy from their own panels, they’ll also be able to trade clean
energy locally with neighbours, the nearby solar garden, or the solar project at the edge of town 
When the sun is shining smart software will send a signal to energy users to turn on their pumps
and fill up their batteries
If there’s a big storm and a power line goes down, network control can decide to ‘island’ a town or a
suburb, disconnecting it for a few hours or days from the main grid and running it on electricity
from solar, batteries and other local renewables, which turns that area into a micro-grid and helps
the Territory weather the storm’s aftermath

A well designed energy system for the modern era will combine renewable energy generation with
energy storage (such as batteries), networked technology and improved energy efficiency, to achieve
reliability. Our system of the future will be "smart": 
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